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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

The "Rural Revitalization Strategy" is a key initiative in the ongoing process of rural
urbanization in China, aimed at achieving the national goal of village revitalization. This
strategy emphasizes key aspects such as land management, agricultural modernization,
industrial development, and community building, often grounded in the development of
“public” infrastructure and spaces.

Within this framework, this research investigates how architectural design practices
intersect with the construction industry in shaping rural “public” spaces, understood as
socio-material assemblages where political, economic, and technical dimensions
converge.

The study focuses on the transformation of the former clay factory in
Yangwenchangwan (¥ 3 E & % 1) & #& F+ % 11 Wi H, Yangwenchangwan lao
tuchang gaizao tisheng sheji xiangmu), located in Zhaoshan Village (7 L1 #f, Zhaoshan
cun), Bao’an Town ({#44H, Bao’an zhen), Daye City, Hubei Province. This project is
one of the key interventions within the “Zhaoshan Ancient Village Peach Village”
(Zhaoshan Gu Cun Tao Xiang - 7A LI AfHk 2) 4A Scenic Area Pilot Project, aimed at
enhancing the cultural and touristic value of the village and developing new forms of rural
public infrastructure. In addition to this in-depth case study, a series of other rural public
projects have been explored to provide a broader overview of design practices and to
contextualize the specific dynamics observed in Zhaoshan.

Through six months of fieldwork combining ethnographic observation and the
analysis of design and construction documents, the research traces the interactions
between designers, builders, craftsmen, suppliers, and local institutions. These encounters
reveal how design decisions are negotiated within the industrial logics of the building
sector, where efficiency, material constraints, and market forces coexist with local
practices and social expectations.

Anchored in an ethnographic approach informed by Actor-Network Theory (ANT),
the research maps the construction process as a chain of actions, translations, and

negotiations. This perspective enables a shift from architectural form to production
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practices, highlighting how construction itself becomes a site of mediation between
design intentions, industrial technologies, and local ecologies.

Three research questions guide the inquiry:

RQIl. How are rural “public” spaces in contemporary China, specifically in
Zhaoshan, co-produced and negotiated through socio-material networks, and how do
these networks shape construction processes in practice?

RQ2. How can an ethnographic approach informed by ANT enable the empirical
investigation of the co-production and transformation of “public” space, and what do
these contexts reveal about the opportunities and limits of theories developed in urban
and Western settings?

RQ3. What forms of agency can architects exercise within these rural socio-technical
ecologies, particularly in balancing design intentions with the industrial logics of
construction and local practices?

Rather than systematizing design solutions, the research aims to reveal the frictions,
interdependencies, and pragmatic negotiations that characterize rural construction in

contemporary China.

Keywords: Rural Revitalization Strategy; Public Space; Construction Industry;
Actor-Network Theory (ANT); Architectural Practice.
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