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ABSTRACT 

The "Rural Revitalization Strategy" is a key initiative in the ongoing process of rural 

urbanization in China, aimed at achieving the national goal of village revitalization. This 

strategy emphasizes key aspects such as land management, agricultural modernization, 

industrial development, and community building, often grounded in the development of 

“public” infrastructure and spaces.  

Within this framework, this research investigates how architectural design practices 

intersect with the construction industry in shaping rural “public” spaces, understood as 

socio-material assemblages where political, economic, and technical dimensions 

converge. 

The study focuses on the transformation of the former clay factory in 

Yangwenchangwan (杨文昌湾老土厂改造提升设计项目 , Yangwenchangwan lao 

tuchang gaizao tisheng sheji xiangmu), located in Zhaoshan Village (沼山村, Zhaoshan 

cun), Bao’an Town (保安镇, Bao’an zhen), Daye City, Hubei Province. This project is 

one of the key interventions within the “Zhaoshan Ancient Village Peach Village” 

(Zhaoshan Gu Cun Tao Xiang - 沼山古村桃乡) 4A Scenic Area Pilot Project, aimed at 

enhancing the cultural and touristic value of the village and developing new forms of rural 

public infrastructure. In addition to this in-depth case study, a series of other rural public 

projects have been explored to provide a broader overview of design practices and to 

contextualize the specific dynamics observed in Zhaoshan. 

Through six months of fieldwork combining ethnographic observation and the 

analysis of design and construction documents, the research traces the interactions 

between designers, builders, craftsmen, suppliers, and local institutions. These encounters 

reveal how design decisions are negotiated within the industrial logics of the building 

sector, where efficiency, material constraints, and market forces coexist with local 

practices and social expectations. 

Anchored in an ethnographic approach informed by Actor-Network Theory (ANT), 

the research maps the construction process as a chain of actions, translations, and 

negotiations. This perspective enables a shift from architectural form to production 
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practices, highlighting how construction itself becomes a site of mediation between 

design intentions, industrial technologies, and local ecologies. 

Three research questions guide the inquiry: 

RQ1. How are rural “public” spaces in contemporary China, specifically in 

Zhaoshan, co-produced and negotiated through socio-material networks, and how do 

these networks shape construction processes in practice? 

RQ2. How can an ethnographic approach informed by ANT enable the empirical 

investigation of the co-production and transformation of “public” space, and what do 

these contexts reveal about the opportunities and limits of theories developed in urban 

and Western settings? 

RQ3. What forms of agency can architects exercise within these rural socio-technical 

ecologies, particularly in balancing design intentions with the industrial logics of 

construction and local practices? 

Rather than systematizing design solutions, the research aims to reveal the frictions, 

interdependencies, and pragmatic negotiations that characterize rural construction in 

contemporary China. 

 

Keywords: Rural Revitalization Strategy; Public Space; Construction Industry; 

Actor-Network Theory (ANT); Architectural Practice.
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摘  要 

“乡村振兴战略”是中国当前乡村城镇化进程中的一项关键举措，其目标

在于实现国家层面的乡村振兴总体目标。该战略强调土地管理、农业现代化、

产业发展与社区建设等关键方面，而这些内容往往以“公共”基础设施与空间

的建设为支撑。  

在这一框架下，本研究探讨了建筑设计实践如何与建筑业相互交织，共

同塑造乡村“公共”空间，这些空间被视为政治、经济与技术维度相互交汇的

社会－物质组合体。  

本研究聚焦于湖北省大冶市保安镇沼山村（沼山村，Zhaoshan cun）杨

文昌湾（杨文昌湾，Yangwenchangwan）的一座旧土厂改造项目，即“杨文昌

湾老土厂改造提升设计项目”（Yangwenchangwan lao tuchang gaizao tisheng 

sheji xiangmu，杨文昌湾老土厂改造提升设计项目）。该项目是**“沼山村茅

山村景区试点项目”（Zhaoshan cun Maoshan cun jingqu shidian xiangmu，沼

山村茅山村景区试点项目）**中的重点建设工程，旨在提升村庄的文化与旅

游价值，并发展新的乡村公共基础设施形式。除对该案例的深入研究外，本

研究还考察了一系列其他乡村公共项目，以提供更广阔的设计实践视角，并

为沼山案例中所观察到的具体动态提供背景支撑。  

通过为期六个月的田野调查（结合民族志观察与设计及施工文件的分

析），本研究梳理了设计师、施工者、工匠、供应商与地方机构之间的互动。

这些互动揭示了建筑决策如何在建筑行业的产业逻辑中被不断协商：效率、

材料约束与市场力量与地方实践及社会期望并存。  

基于以行动者网络理论（Actor-Network Theory, ANT）为指导的民族志

方法，本研究将建设过程视为一系列行动、转换与协商的链条。该视角促使

研究从建筑形式转向生产实践，揭示了建造过程本身如何成为设计意图、工

业技术与地方生态之间的中介场域。  

本研究由三项核心问题所引导：  

RQ1. 当代中国的乡村“公共”空间（特别是在沼山）是如何通过社会－物质

网络被共同生产与协商的？这些网络又如何在实践中塑造建设过程？  

RQ2. 以行动者网络理论为框架的民族志方法如何有助于经验性地研究“公

共”空间的共同生产与转化？这些情境又揭示了哪些关于主要在西方城市语

境中形成的理论的适用性与局限性？  
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RQ3. 在这些乡村社会－技术生态中，建筑师能够以何种方式发挥能动性，

尤其是在平衡设计意图、工业建造逻辑与地方实践之间时？  

这项研究并非旨在系统化设计方案，而是致力于揭示当代中国乡村建设

中存在的摩擦、相互依存关系以及务实的协商过程。  

 

关键词：乡村振兴战略；公共空间；建筑业；行动者网络理论 	 (Actor-

Network Theory (ANT))；建筑实践。
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