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From European rejection to experimentation in Brasilia
Simona Canepa

Although the idea of tearing down a significant part of Paris’s city centre
may have seemed quite radical, the destruction after the Second World
War left many European cities opened the window for testing urban
models to rebuild large urban areas under modern principles similar
to what Le Corbusier proposed twenty years before. However, a new
generation of architects had taken the baton by then, and he was not
called to work on these redevelopments. In 1951, the VIII CIAM held
in Hoddesdon, England, under the direction of Josep Lluis Sert, worked
around the idea of “The Heart of the City”!'.

The concern to rebuild those destroyed city centres could have also
brought Plan Voisin back to the discussion. However, by then, the mod-
ern discourse was shifting, and the question was no longer for radical
schemes, but rather for more conservative approaches that could help
recover the sense of community lost during the war. The so-called “Cor-
busians”lost the conceptual battle, and more nuanced approaches to
reconstructing city centres began to be promoted.

The VIII CIAM was also attended by Lucio Costa, who argued to
preserve the colonial architecture of urban centres in his native country,
Brazil’. The desire to build a new capital city led Costa to adopt some of
Le Corbusier’s Plan Voisin principles in his Plano Piloto. The city, creat-
ed between 1956 and 1960, can be considered the result of functionalist
thought: a monumental axis, defined by two wide vehicular roads and
an urban park in the centre, from which secondary roads branch off,
neighbourhoods organised according to the use they were to house,
government offices, embassies, schools, hospitals, commercial activities,
residential areas and green leisure venues.

Notes
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