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/ntroduzione

^orǀolando NiĐoƐia in aereo, Ɛia Đhe Ɛi Ɛtia ǀiaggiando ǀerƐo l a͛eroporto interͲ
naǌionale di LarnaĐa Ɛia Đhe Ɛi aƩeri nell a͛eroporto non riĐonoƐĐiuto di ErĐan 
nella RepubbliĐa TurĐa di Cipro del Nord, ğ ineǀitabile notare una ƐtriƐĐia ǀerͲ
de e Đontorta Đhe Ɛi Ĩa Ɛtrada all͛interno del teƐƐuto ƐtoriĐo della ĐiƩă͘ A priŵa 
ǀiƐta Ɛeŵbrerebbe un Įuŵe intorno a Đui, Đoŵe ğ ĨaĐile aƐpeƩarƐi, la ĐiƩă Ɛi ğ 
lentaŵente ĐoƐtituita͘ WaradoƐƐalŵente la riƐpoƐta ğ Ɛia giuƐta Đhe Ɛbagliata͘
Caŵŵinando per la ĐiƩă Đintata di NiĐoƐia, inĨaƫ, la linea ǀerde intraǀiƐta 
dall a͛lto aĐƋuiƐiƐĐe Đontorni e ŵateriĐită totalŵente diǀerƐi, aƐƐuŵendo 
la Ĩorŵa di una Ɛeparaǌione ĮƐiĐa tra Đulture, geograĮe, religioni e identită 
naǌionali, denoŵinata inĨorŵalŵente Green Line e uĸĐialŵente UN Buīer 
�one͘ La riĐoƐtruǌione e la ĐoŵprenƐione ŵorĨologiĐa, in ƐenƐo tranƐiǌionale, 
degli Ɛpaǌi di diǀiƐione all͛interno delle ĐiƩă aƐƐuŵe un ruolo Đentrale nella 
rieŵerƐione dei ƐigniĮĐati dei luoghi e dell͛eǀentuale riĐuĐitura delle Ĩaglie 
all͛interno del teƐƐuto urbano͘ Warallelaŵente, Đoŵprendere il palinƐeƐto di 
una ĐiƩă diǀenta la ŵetodologia d͛indagine per Ɛǀelare le ŵeŵorie identitarie 
di un luogo e riaǀǀolgere il fil rouge Đhe tiene ĐonĐatenate le iƐtanǌe preƐenti 
Đon Ƌuelle paƐƐate ;Caŵpo �aeǌa, ϮϬϮϭͿ͘ In ƋueƐta proƐpeƫǀa, il preƐente 
Đontributo propone una riŇeƐƐione Ɛugli Ɛpaǌi urbani e ŵentali generati lungo 
i ĐonĮni dalla Green Line, ĐhiedendoƐi al Đonteŵpo Đoŵe Ɛi ŵaniĨeƐta in ƋueͲ
Ɛti luoghi la Đontinuită ŵorĨologiĐa della ĐiƩă nonoƐtante la diǀiƐione politiĐa 
e ŵilitare͘ La riƐpoƐta riƐiede in tre Atlanti ʹ ^paǌiale, TipoͲMorĨologiĐo ed 
EtnograĮĐo ʹ Đhe oīrono una Đhiaǀe di leƩura repliĐabile per altri ĐonteƐti 
urbani della ĐanĐellaǌione͘

/l contesto storico di Nicosia

NiĐoƐia Ɛorge nel Đentro della Ĩertile ǀallata della MeƐƐaria ʹ dal greĐo 
ɀɸʍɲʉʌʀɲ leƩeralŵente ͞tra i ŵonti͟ ʹ ĐaraƩeriǌǌata dai Įuŵi WedieoƐ e IaͲ
liaƐ e ha ƐtoriĐaŵente aǀuto una poƐiǌione ƐtrategiĐa all͛interno dell͛iƐola͘ 
Durante la doŵinaǌione roŵana la ĐiƩă Ɛi Ɛǀiluppž Ɛulla riǀa nord del Įuŵe 
WedieoƐ nell a͛rea doǀe oggi Ɛorge, Ɛulla ƐtruƩura gotiĐa della ĐaƩedrale di ̂ anͲ
ta ^oĮa, la ŵoƐĐhea di ^eliŵiye ;Deŵi, ϭϵϵϳͿ͘
Il WedieoƐ, oggi ĐorƐo d a͛ĐƋua Ɛtagionale Đhe ƐĐorre lungo il ŵargine oĐĐidenͲ
tale di NiĐoƐia, aƩraǀerƐaǀa un teŵpo l a͛rea Đentrale dell a͛Ʃuale ĐiƩă ŵurata͘ 
Il Ɛuo traĐĐiato ǀenne deǀiato a partire dal ϭϱϲϳ, Ƌuando i seneǌiani ne ŵoͲ
diĮĐarono il ĐorƐo per ragioni ƐtrategiĐhe e diĨenƐiǀe ;A͘ ^tylianou, A͘J͘ ^tyliaͲ
nou, ϭϵϴϵͿ͘ 
L͛alǀeo originale del Įuŵe riŵaƐe abbandonato e uƐato Đoŵe diƐĐariĐa per 
ƋuaƐi treĐento anni, portando a una Ɛpontanea diǀiƐione nordͲƐud della ĐiƩă 
intra moenia͘ 
YueƐto ĐonĮne topograĮĐo portž alla Ĩorŵaǌione, a partire dalla Įne del ysI 
ƐeĐolo Đon l a͛rriǀo degli oƩoŵani, di una ǌona a ŵaggioranǌa turĐoͲŵuƐulͲ
ŵana a nord e di una greĐoͲortodoƐƐa a Ɛud ;Calaŵe, CharleƐǁorth, ϮϬϭϭ͖ 
CharalaŵbouƐ, ϮϬϮϬͿ͘
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Abstract
The article eǆamines the spatial, morphological, 
and socio-cultural implications of division within 
the walled city of Nicosia, focusing on Hermes 
Street aǆes as a paradigmatic site where histori-
cal palimpsests intersect with contemporary ge-
opolitical fracture. The original 1963 Green Line 
has evolved into a rigid barrier that nonetheless 
overlays and interacts with a deeply stratified 
urban fabric. Through a diachronic investigation 
of the city’s physical structure, the study reveals 
how urban elements persist as “invariants” that 
shape both spatial form and collective memory.
To investigate these dynamics, the article in-
troduces three analytical Atlases ʹ Spatial, Ty-
po-Morphological, and Ethnographic ʹ that map 
liminal spaces adũacent to the Buīer �one. These 
spaces, though physically constrained, function 
as micro-environments of everyday resistance, 
where ordinary practices of commoning and 
spatial appropriation subtly erode the rigidity 
of the border. The findings demonstrate how 
the morphological continuity of Nicosia persists 
despite political rupture, facilitating forms of 
reconnection that precede any formal reconcili-
ation. Ultimately, the study argues that reading 
the city as a palimpsest provides a critical frame-
work for understanding urban divisions and for 
envisioning future processes of repair and rein-
tegration.

_____

Introduction
Flying over Nicosia, whether approaching Larn-
aca International Airport or landing at the unrec-
ognised Ercan Airport in the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus, it is impossible not to notice a 
winding green strip cutting through the historic 
fabric of the city. At first glance, it appears to be 
a river around which, as one would easily eǆpect, 
the city gradually formed. Paradoǆically, the an-
swer is both correct and incorrect.
talking through the walled city of Nicosia, the 
green fringe glimpsed from above acquires en-
tirely diīerent contours and materiality, taking 
the form of a physical separation between cul-
tures, geographies, religions, and national iden-
tities, informally known as the Green Line and 
oĸcially designated as the UN Buīer �one.
The reconstruction and morphological under-
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La formazione della Hermes Street

La diƐtinǌione ŵorĨologiĐa e la ĐorriƐpondente Ɛeparaǌione Đulturale riŵaƐero 
ƐoƐtanǌialŵente inǀariate Įno all͛interǀento britanniĐo Đhe, nel ϭϴϴϭ, per ŵoͲ
tiǀi prinĐipalŵente igieniĐoͲƐanitari, portž all͛interraŵento dell a͛ntiĐo alǀeo 
del Įuŵe e alla ĐonƐeguente apertura dell a͛ƐƐe ĐoŵŵerĐiale di ,erŵeƐ ^treͲ
et͘ La loƫǌǌaǌione degli Ɛpaǌi liberati generž una ƐeƋuenǌa di piĐĐoli ediĮĐi a 
deƐtinaǌione ĐoŵŵerĐiale, per lo piƶ a uno o due piani Ĩuori terra, Ɛorti diretͲ
taŵente Ɛul ǀeĐĐhio traĐĐiato del WedieoƐ orŵai abbandonato ;Departŵent oĨ 
LandƐ and ^urǀeyƐ, ϭϵϮϳͬϴͿ͘ La Ɛtrada riŵaƐe un punto di ĐonneƐƐione ĐoŵͲ
ŵerĐiale e di riĐuĐitura tra le due aree della ĐiƩă Įno al ŵaggio ϭϵϱϲ Ƌuando 
l͛eƐerĐito ingleƐe, a Ɛeguito dei ripetuti ƐĐontri tra le Ĩaǌioni naǌionaliƐte turĐoͲ
Đipriote e Ƌuelle greĐoͲĐipriote Ĩoŵentate da iƐtanǌe religioƐeͲĐulturali, indiͲ
pendentiƐte e antiͲĐoloniali, deĐiƐe di inƐtallare lungo l a͛ƐƐe di ,erŵeƐ ^treet 
una diǀiƐione Đon Įlo Ɛpinato e ĐinƋue ĐheĐŬͲpoint di paƐƐaggio per ͞preǀeniͲ
re ƐĐontri tra la Ĩaǌione turĐa e Ƌuella greĐa͟ ;Calaŵe, CharleƐǁorth, ϮϬϭϭ, p͘ 
ϭϮϴ͖ ^aǀǀidou, WatƐaloƐaǀǀi, ^aŬalliƐ, ϮϬϮϱͿ͘ 
Lungo la ƐteƐƐa diǀiƐione geograĮĐa Đhe per ƐeĐoli aǀeǀa tagliato in due parti 
NiĐoƐia ǀeniǀa Ƌuindi reinƐtaurata nuoǀaŵente una partiǌione, ŵaterialŵenͲ
te anĐora piƶ proĨonda, inĨorŵalŵente denoŵinata linea MaƐonͲDiǆon, Đhe 
andaǀa ad anniĐhilire la breǀe Ɛtoria ĐoŵŵerĐiale del luogo e traƐĨorŵaǀa il 
ŵedeƐiŵo Ɛpaǌio in uno Ɛtruŵento di Ɛegregaǌione ƐoĐiale ;,arboƩle, ϭϵϳϬ͖ 
Calaŵe, CharleƐǁorth, ϮϬϭϭͿ͘ Calaŵe e CharleƐǁorth aĐutaŵente hanno noͲ
tato Đhe all͛interno di tuƫ i ĐonteƐti urbani diǀiƐi ͞Ɛtrade, ŵontagne, Įuŵi e 
Ɛpaǌi aperti ǀengono uƐati per auŵentare ƐiƐteŵi inĨorŵali di Ɛegregaǌione 
ĮƐiĐa͟ ĐoadiuǀandoƐi inƐieŵe a ƐiƐteŵi di diǀiƐione antropiĐi per auŵentare il 

standing ʹ read in transitional terms ʹ of spaces 
of division within cities plays a crucial role in re-
trieving the meanings embedded in places and 
in potentially mending ruptures within the urban 
fabric.
At the same time, reading the palimpsest of a 
city becomes an investigative methodology to 
reveal the identity memories of a place and to 
rewind the Įl rouge that interlaces present con-
ditions with past ones (Campo Baeza, ϮϬϮ1).
From this perspective, the present contribution 
reflects on the urban and mental spaces pro-
duced along the boundaries of the Green Line, 
while asking how the city’s morphological conti-
nuity persists within these places despite politi-
cal and military division.
The answer lies in three Atlases ʹ Spatial, Ty-
po-Morphological, and Ethnographic ʹ which 
oīer an interpretative framework that can be 
replicated in other urban conteǆts shaped by 
erasure.

The historical context of Nicosia
Nicosia lies at the centre of the fertile Mesaoria 
salley, derived from the Greek ɀɸʍɲʉʌʀɲ, liter-
ally “between the mountains,” and is defined by 
the Pedieos and zialias rivers. It has historically 
held a strategic position within the island.
During Roman rule, the city developed along the 
northern bank of the Pedieos River, in the area 
where the Selimiye Mosque now stands upon the 
Gothic structure of the former Cathedral of Saint 
Sophia (Demi, 199ϳ).
The Pedieos, today a seasonal watercourse 
flowing along the western edge of Nicosia, once 
traversed what is now the central area of the 
walled city. Its course was altered from 156ϳ on-
wards, when the senetians diverted the river for 
strategic and defensive purposes (A. Stylianou, 
A.:. Stylianou, 19ϴ9).
The former riverbed remained abandoned and 
used as an open-air dumping ground for near-
ly three centuries, resulting in the spontaneous 
formation of a north-south division within the 
intra-muros city.
From the late siǆteenth century onwards, follow-
ing the arrival of the Ottomans, this topographic 
boundary consolidated into a predominantly 
Turkish-Muslim northern area and a Greek-Or-
thodoǆ southern one (Calame, Charlesworth, 
ϮϬ11͖ Charalambous, ϮϬϮϬ).

Hermes Street Formation
The morphological distinction and correspond-
ing cultural separation remained essentially 
unchanged until the British intervention, which, 
in 1ϴϴ1, primarily for sanitary and hygienic rea-
sons, led to the infilling of the former riverbed 
and the subsequent opening of Hermes Street as 
a commercial aǆis. The subdivision of the spaces 
liberated by this operation generated an almost 
continuous sequence of small commercial build-
ings ʹ mostly one or two storeys high ʹ built di-
rectly along the abandoned course of the Pedie-
os (Department of Lands and Surveys, 19Ϯϳ/ϴ).
The street remained a point of commercial con-
nection and mending between the two areas of 
the city until May 1956, when the British Army, 
in response to repeated clashes between Turk-
ish-Cypriot and Greek-Cypriot nationalist fac-
tions ʹ fuelled by religious-cultural, independ-
ence-driven, and anti-colonial tensions ʹ decided 
to install, along the Hermes Street aǆis, a barbed-
wire barrier with five crossing checkpoints in or-
der to “prevent clashes between the Turkish and 
Greek factions” (Calame, Charlesworth, ϮϬ11, 
p.1Ϯϴ͖ Savvidou, Patsalosavvi, Sakallis, ϮϬϮ5).

Fig. 1 - Department of Land and Surveys, 
Mappa catastale “Ayia Sophia and Omerye 
quartes”, Nicosia 1927-8 (disegno originale 
scala 1:500).
Department of Land and Surveys, Cadastral 
Plans “Ayia Sophia and Omerye quartes”, 
Nicosia 1927-8 (original scale drawing 
1:500). 

Fig. 2 - Department of Land and Surveys, 
Mappa Topografica di Nicosia e Dintorni, 
Nicosia 1955 (disegno originale scala 
1:2500).
Department of Land and Surveys, 
Topographical map of Nicosia and Environs, 
Nicosia 1955 (original scale drawing 
1:2500).
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ƐenƐo di Ĩraŵŵentaǌione e di diƐtaĐĐo ;Calaŵe, CharleƐǁorth, ϮϬϭϭ, p͘ ϮϭϯͿ͘
La linea di deŵarĐaǌione diǀenne uĸĐialŵente la Green Line dalle priŵe ore 
del ŵaƫno del Ϯϵ diĐeŵbre ϭϵϲϯ͘ In Ɛeguito ai ƐanguinoƐi ƐĐontri arŵati 
ƐĐaturiti dall͛uĐĐiƐione, nella noƩe del Ϯϭ diĐeŵbre, di due turĐoͲĐiprioti per 
ŵano di un poliǌioƩo greĐoͲĐipriota lungo l a͛ƐƐe di ,erŵeƐ ^treet, il generale 
ingleƐe Weter zoung ridiƐegnž Ɛulla ŵappa topograĮĐa della ĐiƩă del ϭϵϱϱ, nel 
giro di una noƩe, una nuoǀa ĨaƐĐia di diǀiƐione eƐtͲoǀeƐt, riperĐorrendo ƋuaƐi 
perĨeƩaŵente le linee di Ɛeparaǌione MaƐonͲDiǆon ;Calaŵe, CharleƐǁorth, 
ϮϬϭϭ͖ ^aǀǀidou, WatƐaloƐaǀǀi, ^aŬalliƐ, ϮϬϮϱͿ͘
YueƐto ĐonĮne diƐegnato ĨreƩoloƐaŵente a ŵatita e penƐato per eƐƐere una 
barriera di ĐeƐƐate il ĨuoĐo teŵporanea diǀenne, a Ɛeguito dell͛inǀaƐione turͲ
Đa dell͛iƐola nell͛eƐtate del ϭϵϳϰ e dell͛iƐtituǌione della �uīer �one da parte 
dell͛ONU Đon la riƐoluǌione ϯϱϱ, un ĐonĮne iŵperŵeabile eƐteƐo per ϭϴϬ <ŵ 
lungo tuƩa l͛iƐola di Cipro Đhe perdura da orŵai ĐinƋuant a͛nni͘ 
YueƐto doppio ĐonĮne, Ɛeparato da una No Man Land Đhe ǀaria in diŵenƐioͲ
ne da un ŵiniŵo di Ɛoli ϮϬ ŵetri Įno a ϳ <ŵ in alĐuni punti dell͛iƐola, aƐƐuŵe 
all͛interno del teƐƐuto urbano di NiĐoƐia Ĩorŵe e ĐaraƩeriƐtiĐhe ĮƐiĐhe eƐtreͲ
ŵaŵente ǀariegate ʹ ŵuri in ŵaƩoni, ediĮĐi abbandonati e Ɛigillati, ĐhiuƐura 
delle Ɛtrade traŵite barili e Įlo Ɛpinato, ĐanĐelli ŵetalliĐi ʹ Đhe in ŵolti punti 
traƐŵeƩono la ƐenƐaǌione di una barriera in ĐoƐtante eǀoluǌione͘

Metodologia d͛indagine͗ Ɖalinsesto di una cittă divisa

InterrogarƐi Ɛullo spazio di divisione, Ɛuperando il ĐonĐeƩo di una linea di di-
visione, perŵeƩe di ƐǀinĐolarƐi da un liǀello preƩaŵente politiĐo e ŵilitare, 
reƐtituendo al ĐonĮne una Ɛua tridiŵenƐionalită Đhe ʹ a Ɛua ǀolta ʹ Đoŵporta 
la poƐƐibilită di guardare ai Ĩenoŵeni ƐoĐiali di ĐoeƐiƐtenǌa Đon il ĐonŇiƩo all͛inͲ
terno dello Ɛpaǌio urbano͘ OƐƐerǀare la Ĩorŵa urbana perŵeƩe di doŵandarĐi 
ĐoƐa Ɛtiaŵo guardando͗ Ƌuel luogo Đhe ĐoƐ ğ͛ daǀǀero͍ Un Įuŵe͍ Una diƐĐaͲ
riĐa Đhe taglia la ĐiƩă͍ Una ĐaotiĐa ǀia ĐoŵŵerĐiale͍ Una ǌona di diǀiƐione͍ 
YueƐti eleŵenti diaĐroniĐi Ɛono tuƫ in ƋualĐhe ŵiƐura eƐiƐtenti in Ƌuel luogo 
Đoŵe inǀarianti ƐtruƩurali Đhe lo ĐaraƩeriǌǌano a liǀello Ĩorŵale e Đulturale, 
Ĩorŵando un punto di punti ĐaraƩeriǌǌato da ŵoltepliĐi ǌone di indiƐtinguibiͲ
lită ;Deleuǌe, 'uaƩari, ϭϵϴϳͿ͘ La �uīer �one e le aree liŵinali ad eƐƐa diǀenͲ
tano Ƌuindi uno Ɛpaǌio Ĩeltro͗ un luogo in Đui, eƐaƩaŵente Đoŵe nel teƐƐuto 
non teƐƐuto oƩenuto dall a͛ggloŵeraǌione di diǀerƐe Įbre e ŵateriali, ogni 
Ɛingolo layer Đhe ĐoƐtruiƐĐe e deĮniƐĐe lo Ɛpaǌio diǀenta indiƐtinguibile e ʹ 
anĐora piƶ iŵportante ʹ inƐeparabile dagli altri liǀelli͘ Uno Ɛpaǌio Ƌuindi Ɛenǌa 
traŵa e ordito di ardua Đatalogaǌione proprio per ǀia della Ɛua eĐĐeǌionalită͘ 
In una Ɛituaǌione Đoŵe Ƌuella della Đapitale Đipriota inǀeƐtigare il palinƐeƐto 
della ĐiƩă, guardando alle riĐorrenǌe e oƐƐerǀando gli eleŵenti ĮƐiĐi e ŵentali 
perŵanenti e riplaƐŵati nel teŵpo, riƐulta la Đhiaǀe di ǀolta per Ɛuperare la 
ǀiƐione ƐinĐroniĐa di un luogo ĐonŇiƩuale e apre alla poƐƐibilită progeƩuale, 
non Ɛolo dal punto di ǀiƐta arĐhiteƩoniĐo͘ ^ǀiluppare un atlante taƐƐonoŵiĐo 
baƐato Ɛulla Ĩorŵa del teƐƐuto urbano e degli Ɛpaǌi pubbliĐi diǀenta ĐoƐŞ il punͲ
to di partenǌa per indagare i liǀelli ƐoƩeƐi alla ĐiƩă, indiǀiduandoli Đoŵe Ɛpaǌi 
della poƐƐibilită ;DeLanda, ϮϬϭϭ͖ ^taǀrideƐ, ϮϬϭϲ͖ Doǀey, ϮϬϭϴͿ͘

/l Ɖaradosso della cittă duƉlice

Tra i ŵolti paradoƐƐi Đhe Ɛegnano una ĐiƩă diǀiƐa Đoŵe NiĐoƐia, uno dei piƶ 
eǀidenti ğ la Ɛorprendente Ɛiŵŵetria Ĩunǌionale e Ɛpaǌiale Đhe perƐiƐte tra 
i due lati del ĐonĮne͘ In teoria, un territorio laĐerato da ĐonŇiƫ doǀrebbe 
generare ŵodi di ǀiǀere e ĐonĐepire lo Ɛpaǌio urbano neƩaŵente diƐtinti, o 
Ƌuantoŵeno produrre un uƐo Ĩunǌionale diǀerƐiĮĐato di Ɛpaǌi ŵorĨologiĐaͲ
ŵente Ɛiŵili͘ In realtă, NiĐoƐia ŵoƐtra una Đondiǌione oppoƐta͗ le due ŵetă 
della ĐiƩă preƐentano aƐƐeƫ urbani e diƐtribuǌioni Ĩunǌionali ƋuaƐi perĨeƩaͲ
ŵente dupliĐi͘ ^eŵpre Calaŵe e CharleƐǁorth aīerŵano Đhe ͞NiĐoƐia ğ Ɛtata 
ĐoƐtreƩa a Ɛǀiluppare nuoǀi poli ĐoŵŵerĐiali nei Ɛobborghi a nord e Ɛud della 

Along the very same geographical division that 
had split Nicosia in two for centuries, a partition 
was reinstated ʹ materially even more profound 
ʹ informally referred to as the Mason-Diǆon line. 
This new boundary obliterated the relatively 
short commercial history of the place, trans-
forming the same space into an instrument of 
social segregation (Harbottle, 19ϳϬ͖ Calame, 
Charlesworth, ϮϬ11). Calame and Charlesworth 
astutely observe that all divided urban conteǆts, 
“use roads, mountains, rivers, and open spaces 
to reinforce informal systems of physical segre-
gation”, working together with anthropogenic 
divisions to heighten the sense of fragmentation 
and detachment (Calame, Charlesworth, ϮϬ11, 
p. Ϯ13).
The demarcation line oĸcially became the 
Green Line in the early hours of Ϯ9 December 
1963. Following violent armed clashes triggered 
by the killing, on the night of Ϯ1 December, of 
two Turkish-Cypriots by a Greek-Cypriot police-
men along Hermes Street, British General Peter 
zoung redrew, overnight, a new east-west divi-
sion on the city’s 1955 topographic map, tracing 
almost precisely the Mason-Diǆon lines (Calame, 
Charlesworth, ϮϬ11͖ Savvidou, Patsalosavvi, 
Sakallis, ϮϬϮ5).
that had been hastily pencilled in as a tempo-
rary ceasefire barrier became, aŌer the Turkish 
invasion of the island in the summer of 19ϳ4 and 
the UN establishment of the Buīer �one through 
Resolution 355, an impermeable border stretch-
ing for 1ϴϬ km across the island of Cyprus: a 
condition that has persisted for nearly fiŌy years.
This double boundary ʹ separated by a No-
Man’s-Land that varies in width from as little as 
ϮϬ metres to as much as ϳ kilometres in some 
parts of the island ʹ takes on eǆtremely various 
physical forms within the urban fabric of Nico-
sia: brick walls, abandoned and sealed buildings, 
road closures made with barrels and barbed 
wire, and metal gates͖ in many areas, it conveys 
the perception of a barrier in constant evolution.

Research Methodology: The Palimpsest of a 
Divided City
Yuestioning the ƐpaĐe oĨ diǀiƐion and its bound-
aries ʹ moving beyond the notion of a Ɛiŵple 
line oĨ diǀiƐion ʹ allows one to disengage from 
a purely political or military reading, restoring to 
the boundary its three-dimensionality. This shiŌ 
opens the possibility of observing the social and 
human phenomena of coeǆistence with conflict 
within the urban realm.
Refocusing attention on the form of urban struc-
ture equally encourages us to ask what we are 
actually looking at: that place, precisely defined 
spatially, what is it really͍ A river͍ A landfill 
cutting through the city͍ A chaotic commercial 
street͍ A zone of separation͍
These diachronic elements all coeǆist within the 
site as structural invariants that characterise 
it both formally and culturally, forming a point 
of points defined by multiple zones of indistin-
guishability (Deleuze, Guattari, 19ϴϳ). The Buīer 
�one and its liminal areas thus become a felt-like 
space: a location in which, much like a non-wo-
ven fabric formed through the agglomeration of 
diīerent fibres and materials, every single layer 
constituting and defining the space becomes in-
distinguishable ʹ and, more importantly, insep-
arable ʹ from the others. It is therefore a space 
without warp or weŌ, diĸcult to classify precise-
ly because of its eǆceptional nature.
In a conteǆt such as the Cypriot capital, thinking 
about and investigating the city as a palimpsest 
ʹ observing recurrences and the physical and 
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ĐiƩă͘ La dupliĐaǌione di iƐtituǌioni, iŵpianti e Ɛerǀiǌi ğ una ĐaraƩeriƐtiĐa diƐtinͲ
tiǀa delle ĐiƩă diǀiƐe, l͛ineǀitabile riƐultato ğ uno Ɛǀiluppo urbano ĨreƩoloƐo e 
ridondante intrapreƐo per ƐoƐtenere una Ɛeparaǌione di apartheid etniĐa͟ ;CaͲ
laŵe, CharleƐǁorth, ϮϬϭϭ, p͘ ϭϰϭͿ͘ YueƐta ridondanǌa ğ ben ǀiƐibile nelle due 
parti della ĐiƩă eƐterne alle ŵura ǀeneǌiane, ŵa ğ anĐora piƶ ŵarĐata all͛inͲ
terno del teƐƐuto ƐtoriĐo doǀe, Ɛe non ĨoƐƐe per l a͛ƩraǀerƐaŵento di un ĐheĐŬͲ
point e il Đaŵbio linguiƐtiĐo Ɛulle inƐegne, riƐulterebbe diĸĐile diƐtinguere netͲ
taŵente una porǌione della ĐiƩă dall a͛ltra͘ YueƐta Ɛiŵŵetria ğ aĐĐentuata da 
una diǀiƐione dall a͛lto, deĐiƐa leƩeralŵente Đon un Đolpo di ŵatita, e iŵpoƐta 
Ɛu una ĐiƩă proĨondaŵente ƐtratiĮĐata, Đon una ŵorĨologia urbana giă deĮnita 
nei Ɛuoi aƐpeƫ prinĐipali͘ Allo ƐteƐƐo teŵpo, la reƐilienǌa del teƐƐuto urbano 
ĐonƐolidato non puž eƐƐere l͛uniĐa Ɛpiegaǌione per il Ĩenoŵeno di ƐpeĐularită 
Đhe Ɛi oƐƐerǀa aƩraǀerƐando i Ƌuartieri a nord e a Ɛud della �uīer �one͘ 
In tal ƐenƐo, all͛interno degli Ɛpaǌi urbani di NiĐoƐia Ɛi legge una ǀolontă uŵaͲ
na di aŵalgaŵaǌione e riĐuĐitura della ĨraƩura interna ʹ o Ƌuantoŵeno di 
norŵaliǌǌaǌione del Ĩenoŵeno ʹ Đhe troǀa un probabile punto di iniǌio nelle 
proteƐte O�� ;Occupy Buīer �oneͿ portate aǀanti in ŵaniera Đoordinata da 
turĐhiͲĐiprioti e greĐiͲĐiprioti dell a͛utunno ϮϬϭϭ͘ YueƐta ĨaƐe di ĐonteƐtaǌioni, 
Đhe Ɛi poƐiǌionaǀano all͛interno del piƶ aŵpio Ĩenoŵeno dell͛Occupy Move-
ment a liǀello globale, portaǀa aǀanti Đhiare riĐhieƐte di riappropriaǌioni degli 
spazi del commoning e di Ĩenoŵeni di ͞reĐlaiŵͲtheͲĐity͟ Đon un͛eǀidente rotͲ
tura Đon lo status quo urbano ;^taǀrideƐ, ϮϬϭϲͿ͘ Il Ĩenoŵeno, perž, non ğ leͲ
gato uniĐaŵente a un ŵoŵento di proteƐta politiĐa ŵa anĐhe a innuŵereǀoli 
aǌioni dal baƐƐo Đhe ĐoƐtellano tuƩa la ĐiƩă ĐonĐentrandoƐi in partiĐolare neͲ
gli Ɛpaǌi liŵinali a ridoƐƐo del ĐonĮne e all͛interno del teƐƐuto urbano ƐtoriĐo͘

mental elements that persist and are reshaped 
over time ʹ emerges as the key to overcoming 
a synchronic reading of a conflictual place and 
to opening up proũective possibilities that eǆtend 
beyond the strictly urban or architectural realm.
At the same time, developing a taǆonomic atlas 
based on the form of urban fabrics and public 
spaces becomes the starting point for eǆplor-
ing the diīerent layers underpinning the urban 
structure, identifying them as spaces of possi-
bility (DeLanda, ϮϬ11͖ Stavrides, ϮϬ16͖ Dovey, 
ϮϬ1ϴ).

The Paradox of the Dual City
Among the many paradoǆes that shape a divid-
ed city such as Nicosia, one of the most notable 
is the surprising functional and spatial symme-
try that persists between the two sides of the 
border. Theoretically, a territory torn apart by 
conflicts rooted in deep nationalist and religious 
divides should produce radically diīerent ways 
of inhabiting and conceiving urban space, or at 
the very least, divergent functional uses of mor-
phologically similar spaces. In practice, Nicosia 
presents the opposite condition: the two halves 
of the city eǆhibit almost perfectly duplicated ur-
ban structures and functional distributions.
Calame and Charlesworth similarly note that 
“Nicosia was obliged to develop new commercial 
centres in the southern and northern outskirts of 
the city. This duplication of institutions, facilities 
and services is a defining characteristic of the di-
vided city. The inevitable results are hasty and 
redundant urban development undertaken to 
accommodate ethnic apartheid” (Calame, Char-
lesworth, ϮϬ11, p. 141). 
This redundancy is clearly visible in the two 
parts of the city outside the senetian walls, 
but it becomes even more pronounced within 
the historic fabric, where, aside from the act 
of passing through a checkpoint and noticing a 
linguistic shiŌ in signage, it would be diĸcult to 
distinguish one portion of the city from the other 
clearly.
Indeed, this symmetry is accentuated by a divi-
sion imposed from above, literally drawn with a 
pencil, and superimposed upon a deeply strati-
fied city whose urban morphology was already 
defined in its principal features. Concomitantly, 
however, the resilience of the consolidated ur-
ban fabric cannot be the sole eǆplanation for 
the mirroring eīect observed across neighbour-
hoods north and south of the Buīer �one.
In this sense, Nicosia’s urban spaces reveal a 
human desire for amalgamation and suturing 
of internal fracture ʹ or at least for normalising 
the condition ʹ which arguably found an ini-
tial eǆpression in the OB� (Occupy Buīer �one) 
protests coordinated by Turkish-Cypriots and 
Greek-Cypriots in the autumn of ϮϬ11. These 
demonstrations, aligned with the broader global 
Occupy Movement, articulated eǆplicit demands 
for the reappropriation of common spaces and 
“reclaim-the-city” practices, signalling a clear 
break with the urban ƐtatuƐ Ƌuo (Stavrides, 
ϮϬ16). Nevertheless, the phenomenon is not 
limited to a single moment of political protest͖ 
it is sustained through countless bottom-up ac-
tions that punctuate the entire city, particularly 
concentrating within liminal spaces adũacent to 
the border and throughout the Old Town urban 
fabric.

Liminal Areas: The Rehabilitation of Space
tithin processes of spatial reappropriation, it 
becomes particularly significant to observe the 
morphology of liminal areas adũacent to the bor-

Fig. 3 - Fotografie personali 
della UN Buffer Zone vista dal 
lato greco (immagini 1-4-5-6-
7) e dal lato turco (immagini 
2-3), Ottobre 2025.
Personal photographs of the 
UN Buffer Zone viewed from 
the Greek side (images 1, 4, 5, 
6, 7) and from the Turkish side 
(images 2, 3), October 2025.
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Aree liminali: la riabilitazione degli spazi

Nei proĐeƐƐi di riappropriaǌione dello Ɛpaǌio ğ partiĐolarŵente ƐigniĮĐatiǀo 
oƐƐerǀare la ŵorĨologia delle aree liŵinali a ridoƐƐo del ĐonĮne e il ŵodo in 
Đui la Ĩorŵa inŇuenǌa in ŵodo direƩo le dinaŵiĐhe ƐoĐiali e Đulturali Đhe ĐaͲ
raƩeriǌǌano ƋueƐti luoghi͘
L͛ iŵpoƐiǌione della barriera Ɛul ĐonteƐto urbano ƐtratiĮĐato ha generato inĨatͲ
ti una tipologia urbana inedita e intereƐƐante Ɛia dal punto di ǀiƐta ƐoĐiale Đhe 
Ĩorŵale͗ la Ɛtrada diǀiƐa͘ YueƐte ͞ƐaĐĐhe͟ lungo l͛interĨaĐĐia di Ɛeparaǌione 
hanno una diŵenƐione ǀariabile tra i ϭϱ e i ϳϬ ŵetri e riƐultano raĐĐhiuƐe tra 
due proƐpeƫ di ediĮĐi ʹ ƐpeƐƐo Đon un lato Đhe riĐade all͛interno dei ĐonĮni 
della �uīer �one e Ƌuindi Ɛigillato e abbandonato ʹ  e una ĐhiuƐura di teƐta ;un 
ŵuro, un ĐanĐello o una ĐoƐtruǌione di barili ŵetalliĐiͿ Đhe Ɛegna la Įne dello 
Ɛpaǌio pubbliĐo e l͛iniǌio dello Ɛpaǌio di Ɛeparaǌione͘
Da una priŵa deƐĐriǌione, ƋueƐte aree Ɛeŵbrerebbero dei ǀiĐoli ĐieĐhi, ŵa 
al Đontrario, eƐƐendoƐi ƐǀiluppateƐi originariaŵente Đoŵe Ɛtrade all͛interno 
di un teƐƐuto ƐtratiĮĐato, appaiono ŵarĐataŵente piƶ interĐonneƐƐe al reƐto 
del ƐiƐteŵa urbano e deĮniƐĐono una Ɛerie di enclosures Đhe traƐŵeƩono un 
ƐenƐo di intiŵită, ƐopraƩuƩo Ɛe ĐonĨrontate Đon il teƐƐuto urbano ĐaotiĐo e 
diƐegnato per le autoŵobili Đhe ĐontraddiƐtingue la Đapitale Đipriota, rendono 
ƋueƐte porǌioni urbane delle Ɛtanǌe Ɛenǌa teƩo adaƩe a pratiĐhe di ĐondiǀiͲ
Ɛione e di inĐontro ;Cullen, ϭϵϲϭ͖ ^taǀrideƐ, ϮϬϭϲͿ͘
ConteƐtualŵente, tali aŵbiti e gli ediĮĐi Đon Đui entrano in relaǌione ŵantenͲ
gono una ŵeŵoria Đolleƫǀa e delle perŵanenǌe nelle Ĩunǌioni e nelle ŵodaͲ
lită d͛uƐo dello Ɛpaǌio pubbliĐo Đhe Ɛi intraǀedono da entraŵbi i lati del ŵuro 
;Muratori, ϭϵϱϵͿ͘ Le Ɛtanǌe liŵinali alla Green Line Ĩanno ĐoƐŞ rieŵergere, a 

der and to understand how their form directly 
influences the social and cultural dynamics that 
characterise these places.
The imposition of the barrier onto a stratified 
urban conteǆt has, in fact, generated an un-
common and intriguing urban typology, both 
socially and formally: the divided street. These 
liminal “pockets”, adhering to the interface of 
separation, vary in width from 15 to ϳϬ metres 
and are enclosed between two building fronts 
ʹ oŌen with one side falling within the bounda-
ries of the Buīer �one and therefore sealed and 
abandoned ʹ and a closed end (whether a wall, 
a gate, or a makeshiŌ barrier of metal barrels) 
marking the limit of public space and the begin-
ning of the no-man’s-land.
At first glance, these areas might appear to be 
cul-de-sacs͖ yet, having developed initially as 
streets within a stratified fabric, they are re-
markably more interconnected with the wider 
urban system. They define a series of enclosures 
that convey a sense of intimacy ʹ especially 
when compared with the chaotic, car-oriented 
urban layout that characterises the Cypriot cap-
ital ʹ generating outdoor rooms suited to prac-
tices of sharing and encounter (Cullen, 1961͖ 
Stavrides, ϮϬ16).
In parallel, these conteǆts and the buildings re-
lated to them retain a collective memory and 
forms of permanence in public-space functions 
and modes of use, perceptible from both sides 
of the wall (Muratori, 1959). The liminal rooms 

Fig. 5 - Atlante 3: Analisi della appropriazione 
degli spazi, Ottobre 2025.
Atlas n°3: Analysis of Space Appropriation, 2025.

Fig. 4 - Inquadramento degli spazi liminali 
a contatto con la UN Buffer Zone nella città 
vecchia di Nicosia, Ottobre 2025.
Framing the liminal spaces adhering with the UN 
Buffer Zone in the old town of Nicosia, October 
2025.
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palinƐeƐto, aƩraǀerƐo taǀolini da Đaīğ, Įoriere, laŵpadine, panni ƐteƐi, Ɛedie 
e un a͛ltra inĮnită di oggeƫ di uƐo Ƌuotidiano, uƐi, ĐoƐtuŵi e riĐordi di una ĐiƩă 
preĐedente͘ Al Đonteŵpo, anĐhe i piani terra Đhe Ɛi aīaĐĐiano Ɛu ƋueƐti luoghi 
Ɛi ripopolano, Đoŵe lungo l͛originale aƐƐe di ,erŵeƐ ^treet, di bar, riƐtoranti, 
depoƐiti di ŵerĐi, ŵeĐĐaniĐi, Ĩalegnaŵerie, librerie e negoǌi di artigianato͘ 
La barriera perŵane alteǌǌoƐa Đon le Ɛue bandiere e il Ɛuo Įlo Ɛpinato ŵa la 
ĐiƩă in ŵoǀiŵento la aƩaĐĐa e le ǀa a ridoƐƐo proǀando a riprenderƐi gli Ɛpaǌi 
tranĐiati e laƐĐiati ŵonĐhi͘

Conclusioni͗ tre Atlanti analitici

Wer inǀeƐtigare in proĨondită ƋueƐto Ĩenoŵeno il Ɛaggio Ɛǀiluppa tre Atlanti 
MorĨologiĐi Đhe ĐoƐtituiƐĐono una taƐƐonoŵia degli Ɛpaǌi liŵinali͘ Il priŵo diͲ
ƐpoƐitiǀo analitiĐo Ɛi ĨoĐaliǌǌa Ɛugli Ɛpaǌi aperti lungo la Green Line in Đui il Ĩare 
Đoŵune aƐƐuŵe una Ĩorŵa tridiŵenƐionale, indiǀiduando ϮϬ aree, ϭϮ dal lato 
greĐo e ϴ dal lato turĐo, in Đui il Ĩenoŵeno Ɛi ŵaniĨeƐta͘ Il ƐeĐondo Atlante 
guarda inǀeĐe alle tipologie ediliǌie Đhe Ɛi aīaĐĐiano Ɛui common spaces indiͲ
ǀiduati, analiǌǌando tipoͲŵorĨologiĐaŵente la loro ƐtruƩura al liǀello dei piani 
terra͘ InĮne, il terǌo piano di leƩura Đoŵbina in un uniĐo liǀello i preĐedenti 
due, proponendo uno Ɛtudio delle relaǌioni Đhe interĐorrono tra Ɛpaǌio pubbliͲ
Đo ed ediĮĐato e indiǀiduando le ŵodalită di appropriaǌione dello Ɛpaǌio e le 
tipologie di popolaǌione Đhe interagiƐĐono nei luoghi liŵinali alla �uīer �one͘
AƩraǀerƐo ƋueƐta ŵappatura Ɛi ŵira a una ĐoŵprenƐione proĨonda dei ŇuƐƐi 
interni dello Ɛpaǌio urbano e della loro ƐtruƩura geoŵetriĐa, ĨaĐendo eŵergeͲ
re, in partiĐolare per ŵeǌǌo del terǌo Atlante, ĐonneƐƐioni tra gli aŵbienti dei 
due lati della barriera e diƐegnando un fil rouge Đhe Ɛupera la linea di diǀiƐione 
ŵilitare e politiĐa ŵaterialiǌǌandoƐi all͛interno degli Ɛpaǌi liŵinali al ĐonĮne͘
Lungi dal ĐerĐare di roŵantiĐiǌǌare un luogo draŵŵatiĐo e generato da una 
guerra inteƐtina, Đhe anĐora perdura latente dopo piƶ di ŵeǌǌo ƐeĐolo, il ƐagͲ
gio deƐĐriǀe Ĩenoŵeni di reƐiƐtenǌa ordinari e Ƌuotidiani, in Đui il palinƐeƐto 
e la ŵorĨologia urbana eŵergono Đoŵe ŵotori generatori e Ɛupportano la 
ŵaniĨeƐtaǌione ĮƐiĐa di proĐeƐƐi di ŵeŵoria Đolleƫǀa urbana͘ 
,erŵeƐ ^treet, inĨaƫ, ŵoƐtra Đoŵe la diǀiƐione politiĐa non abbia ĐanĐellato 
la ƐtruƩura urbana, ŵa l a͛bbia ƐoƐpeƐa͗ la Đontinuită ŵorĨologiĐa della ĐiƩă 
reƐiƐte, Ɛeppur deĨorŵata dall͛inaƫǀită iŵpoƐta, Ɛupportando la generaǌione 
di uƐi ordinari dei luoghi di ĐonĮne͘ 'li Atlanti propoƐti oīrono una Đhiaǀe 
operatiǀa per interpretare ƋueƐta Đondiǌione e per orientare nel teŵpo poƐƐiͲ
bili proĐeƐƐi di riĐuĐitura del teƐƐuto urbano͘
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along the Green Line recall to the surface, as a 
palimpsest, customs, habits, and memories of a 
previous city through cafĠ tables, planters, light 
bulbs, hanging laundry, chairs, and countless 
everyday obũects. Likewise, the ground floors 
facing these spaces start to revive, recalling the 
original Hermes Street aǆis, with bars, restau-
rants, storage facilities, mechanics’ workshops, 
carpenters’ shops, bookshops, and artisan shops.
The barrier remains loŌy, with its flags and 
barbed wire͖ yet the city in motion presses 
against it, edging ever closer in an attempt to 
reclaim the severed and truncated spaces.

Conclusions: Three Analytical Atlases
To investigate this phenomenon in depth, the 
paper develops three Morphological Atlases 
that constitute a taǆonomy of liminal spaces. 
The first analytical device focuses on open spac-
es along the Green Line where commoning takes 
a three-dimensional form, identifying ϮϬ areas 
ʹ 1Ϯ on the Greek side and eight on the Turkish 
side ʹ where the phenomenon manifests. The 
second Atlas eǆamines the building types that 
front these identified common spaces, analysing 
their structure at the ground-floor level from a 
typomorphological perspective. Finally, the third 
interpretive layer combines the previous two 
layers, oīering a reading of the relationships 
between built form and public space, and identi-
fying the modes of spatial appropriation and the 
types of populations interacting within liminal 
sites along the Buīer �one.
Through this mapping, the aim is to grasp and 
reveal the inner flows and geometric structure 
of the urban space, bringing to light, particularly 
through the third Atlas, a Įl rouge of connections 
between environments on both sides of the bar-
rier that materialise within the border’s liminal 
spaces, and transcends the military and political 
line of division.
Far from romanticising a dramatic place gener-
ated by an internal war that still lingers latently 
aŌer more than half a century, this paper de-
scribes ordinary, everyday forms of resistance 
in which the urban palimpsest and morphology 
emerge as generative motors, supporting the 
physical manifestation of processes of collective 
urban memory.
Hermes Street demonstrates that political di-
vision did not erase the urban structure but in-
stead suspended it: the city’s morphological con-
tinuity endures, albeit distorted by the imposed 
inactivity, allowing the emergence of ordinary 
uses within border spaces. The Atlases proposed 
oīers an operational toolkit for interpreting this 
condition and guiding the process of a potential 
future stitching together of the urban fabric.
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