
 
 

  



   

 
 

Conceptualising Environment (s): continuity and change / University of Liverpool / November 2025  - 2 

  



   

 
 

Conceptualising Environment (s): continuity and change / University of Liverpool / November 2025  - 3 

 

  

Welcome to the Architectural Humanities Research Association (AHRA) 

Annual Conference 2025: Conceptualising Environment (s): Continuity 

and Change. We are grateful for the generous support from the British 

Academy Conference Grant and team, whose contribution is particularly 

crucial at a challenging time for humanities research.  

Thank you for joining the three-day conference. We look forward to 

dialogue and exchanges. We hope you will enjoy your time at the 

University of Liverpool and in the city of Liverpool. 

Christina Malathouni 
Ranald Lawrence 
Juliana Yat Shun Kei 
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The city of Berlin is one of the forerunners in developing 
policy frameworks aimed at mitigating the environmental 
impact of urban development. Through ‘encroachment 
regulations’, ‘land pooling’, and so-called ‘eco-accounts’, 
the state has safeguarded significant portions of Berlin’s 
ecologically valuable wastelands as ‘compensation 
landscapes’ for urban development elsewhere. Landscape 
designers have often skilfully integrated such nature 
conservation legislation with aesthetic and social 
programmes, a practice dubbed ‘creative compensation’. 
However, there is a darker side to this story. Through 
policies of environmental control, the fields of architecture 
and landscape design are increasingly embroiled in the 
financialisation and 'neo-liberalisation' of post-industrial 
landscapes. They participate in the justification of 
environmental destruction through the renaturalisation of 
lost environments, while in fact reinforcing urban 
development projects and real estate. 
This double trick—pretending to reconstruct an imaginary 
landscape while destroying vibrant biodiversity hotspots—
has not yet been studied in the (history of) urbanism and 
landscape design. How does landscape design conceal 
 

 
destruction and redistribute green spaces across urban 
territories? Who benefits, and who loses, when urban 
development is mitigated through landscape? In this 
contribution, I will map the geography of compensation in 
Berlin and analyse the social and aesthetic programmes of 
several key compensation parks. By connecting interviews 
with a wide range of actors—including the state, 
infrastructure developers, civil society, and landscape 
designers—with site visits and archival material, I discuss 
compensation landscapes both as placemakers for 
conservation and recreation, and as urbanisation devices 
that mobilise nonhuman labour to support speculative 
development. My analysis presents the creation of Berlin’s 
green network as a contested and continuously negotiated 
arena—caught between the claims of real estate, 
infrastructure, and spontaneous urban nature—in which 
design plays an increasingly central role. 
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Underground railway systems are an integral part of 
infrastructural development, as well as urban governance, 
at both the regional (-national) and local levels. The 
process of planning and constructing metro systems 
involves complex decision-making relationships that 
connect regional planning to local contexts and interests, 
and that involve technological, societal and political 
factors. Adding to this, dealing with underground 
infrastructures in historic cities often means discovering 
historical stratifications, revealing relevant information for 
urban and regional history. The contribution presents an 
ongoing doctoral research documenting the integration of 
a metro infrastructure in the historic city centre of Naples 
(Italy) and in two small towns in the suburbs of Paris 
(France). While the insertion of modern infrastructures into 
a historical environment creates intersections among 
different expertise and stakeholders; documenting, 
understanding and communicating the dynamics is not 
easy due to the complexity of the process. 

 
Applying Digital Humanities methodologies, the research 
addresses the challenge of documenting and facilitating 
interdisciplinary exchanges within the workflow, thereby 
making the process more accessible. The research approach 
is based on the understanding that data, tools and 
information relating to construction sites embody innovative 
capabilities, processes, and solutions that are relevant to the 
city and its sustainable development. This contribution will 
also discuss the research challenges in studying 
contemporary processes. These include lengthy 
authorisation procedures and restricted access to 
documentation by the authorities involved in construction 
due to security and institutional copyright issues. 
Concluding, the contribution provides visual insights into 
how architecture can manage and combine the different 
dimensions involved – engineering, archaeological, etc. – and 
can catalyse the regeneration of the surrounding area by 
interpreting the local cultural and societal context. 
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	The experience of a patient undergoing cancer treatment in a strict isolation setting is not just physical but can also involve emotional turmoil. Enforced isolation for several weeks itself can induce emotional reactions added to which are the fear, despair and uncertainty connected to being confronted by a life-threatening illness and by a sense of mortality. Isolation of course is widely recognised as a necessary tool to avoid serious infection risk, but the practical purpose of the isolation room can belie its psychological and emotional effects. 
	Though one might expect that the design of such a room would prioritise human wellbeing and adopt an approach that recognises these special circumstances. However, this is rarely the case. The guidance which informs design consistently fails to differentiate these spaces from other inpatient spaces and places emphasis on technical issues 
	such as air-quality rather than on sensory or affective matters. In some respects, the isolation room can be seen as a spiritual setting – it is a room in which the deepest of thoughts are inescapably and relentlessly revealed day after day after day. What would seeing it in this way mean for design? The research for this paper begins with personal experience as a patient coupled with many years designing healthcare facilities. It seeks to explore the experience of other patients undergoing cancer treatment to inform practices of ‘person-centred care’. Recognising that clinicians may increasingly be encouraged to ask: ‘what matters to you?’ rather than ‘what is the matter with you?’ it seeks to unpack the implications for the design of spaces for inpatients in hospitals, especially isolation rooms. The drive for a ‘person-centred’ approach to design emerges with a need to prioritise being more ‘sense-sensitive’.
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	My paper seeks to bridge the gap between two of the conference’s divisions: human-centered environments and natural environments. To demonstrate how a concern for both can be combined in one project, I selected Condominium One at the Sea Ranch, designed in the early 1960s by the architects MLTW (Charles Moore, Donlyn Lyndon, William Turnbull and Richard Whitaker) working with landscape architect Lawrence Halprin. Located on a dramatic, windswept coast of the Paciﬁc Ocean in Sonoma County, California, the scheme was designed to work in harmony with the natural setting. Simple, timber-clad, shed- roofed structures follow the slope of the littoral. As Lyndon recollected in 2004, “our preeminent concern was with siting buildings in a way that would complement and draw advantage from the land.” Consequently, MLTW adopted an approach of “living lightly on the land,” a phrase that Halprin credited to the native American people who once inhabited this region of northern California. The ten individual residences are tightly organized around two exterior courts in a way that disturbs the landscape as little as possible while giving a distinct visual identity to the project. Roads and infrastructure generally followed existing contours.
	My paper also posits that the project reﬂects a postwar impetus to reanimate modern architecture with humanist values. The primary manifestation of humanism at the Sea Ranch is the inﬂuence of Scandinavian modernism, especially the work on Alvar Aalto, on MLTW’s design. The grass-lined court with timber steps at the Sea Ranch was
	 clearly based on Aalto’s Säynätsalo Town Hall, and Charles Moore discussed Aalto extensively in the architectural history courses he taught at Berkeley and Yale. In the conclusion to my paper, I discuss the extent to which Moore’s search for humanism led him to a preoccupation with the natural environment. A key text in this regard is his 1957 dissertation at Princeton University, “Water and Architecture.” As Moore stated, our bodies are about 60% water, so the role of water in architectural settings—whether through fountains or adjacency to rivers, lakes, and oceans—is key to connecting humanist design with nature.
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	In 2024, circa 700,000 homeless youth, including migrants and LGBTQIA+ youth with different experiences as a result of their ethnicity and histories of relations, lived in emergency lodging each night in Europe. An obvious socio- urban/architectural challenge exists, exposing underlying design, planning and governance weaknesses calling for a more inclusive and cohesive model.
	This challenge is not new; single institutions and networks have long attempted to solve it. While Montagu Burgoyne’s pastoral colony was a remote community for poor and criminal homeless youths where to study and learn professional skills (1829, Potton, UK), for example; the Vlassky Spitalin, founded by migrants’ networks in Prague, was an urban cluster of buildings providing shelter and training for poor and homeless young apprentices from across Europe, regardless of their nationality or religion (1601, Prague, Czech Republic). They did not necessarily portray a trend or universal phenomenon but suggested a correlation between single-handed and/or networks praxes and the spatial, historical, philosophical, social and political dimensions of socio-urban/architectural inequalities.
	By welcoming a robust review of past and present single- handed and networks praxes and their spatial, historical, philosophical, social and political dimensions of socio- urban/architectural inequalities debates and productions, this paper salutary inquiries into these aspects that have been syncretically inscribed in long-established deﬁnitions of the ‘humans’ – homeless youths – and have linked them to  their ‘environment(s)’ - cites and their buildings, often hostile and exclusionary, from the early 19th century on. 
	Consequently, the analysis will introduce an approach to their classiﬁcation that has episodically been lost or forgotten by the mainstream urban and architectural profession and pedagogy. This allows the approach to reveal a taxonomy and its glossary with its own latent trans-critical position anticipating our disciplines’ capacity to join the rest of the humanities in bringing marginalised, suppressed or minoritarian voices to the fore.
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	During the 1980s, a cohort of Korean architects endeavored to fuse environmental thinking with East Asian traditional aesthetics, yet few of their initiatives realized their full potential. In the wake of post–Korean War identity formation, elites sought international recognition by promoting Korea’s vernacular wisdom as a model for ecological resilience. Platforms such as Expo ’74—the first world’s fair dedicated to environmental concerns—provided an opportunity to advocate traditional Korean notions of harmony with nature as solutions to global environmental challenges, setting the stage for architects and scholars like Kim Swoo-geun, Koh Ju-suck, and Kim Won to ground modern design in a culturally rooted environmentalism.
	Firstly, Kim Swoo-geun’s “negativism,” presented at the 1980 Tokyo UIA Congress(branch), recast Confucian, Buddhist, and Daoist principles as a critical counter-stance to technocratic modernism.  He argued that by challenging positivistic ‘architecture’ through negativistic thinking, we could restore sustainable balance in nature and human relationship.
	Secondly, Ko Joo-seok, renowned in landscape and architectural field, advanced an ecological architecture framework that championed inclusive unity, dynamic balance, and complementarity, which derives from east Asian cosmology.  Lastly, writing in the magazine SPACE, Kim Won addressed ‘Fudo’ as an alternate thinking to replace form oriented traditionalism. Unlike his peers, Kim Won’s practice endured, yet his site-specific discourse seldom influenced mainstream developments.
	This paper surveys archival drawings, period publications, and surviving projects to unpack this exploratory phase and to explain why these eco-traditional experiments achieved only limited diffusion. By situating their ideas and works within broader currents of critical regionalism and environmental discourse, the study illuminates their international–regional significance and, through engagement with contemporary East Asian architecture, reassesses both their constraints and their latent potential.
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	The exclusion of disability from AI simulations, often justified on ethical grounds due to perceived complexity, risks reinforcing invisibility and bias under the guise of caution or neutrality. This paper explores how The Sims, a 2000s cult classic game where digital characters make decisions based on their needs, can inspire a new generation of AI simulation tools for inclusive architecture. By adapting Utility AI, the behavioural logic behind such games, this research investigates how architects might simulate the lived experiences of disabled users navigating proposed environments. 
	Moreover, this paper calls for a shift in how AI tools are conceptualised in architectural practice. 
	Rather than automating design, this approach positions simulation as a reflective tool that supports, rather than supplants, the creative and interpretive role of the architect. These AI personas instead may function as dynamic provocations that challenge the assumptions embedded in design briefs and allow for deeper engagement with diverse user needs. The simulation insights generated are not to be treated as objective data or final answers, but speculative prompts, inviting new ways of thinking about spatial inclusivity. Therefore, encouraging architects to view design not as problem-solving, but as an ethical act of interpretation, negotiation, and empathy. Crucially, this paper argues that AI simulation is not neutral. These tools are shaped by values, assumptions, and priorities. By critically examining how they influence design, this research contributes to debates on responsibility, representation, and inclusion in the rapidly advancing world of AI-driven architecture.
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	This paper challenges normative architectural representation that marginalise people with disabilities by rendering their experiences invisible or overly systematised. These drawings (plans, sections, diagrams) are often devoid of occupation, presenting sanitised environments that fail to capture the richness and complexity of everyday life, particularly the negotiations and barriers encountered by people with disabilities in their daily navigation of urban spaces. 
	Drawing on research from the Inclusive Infrastructure subprogramme of the UK International Development funded AT2030 programme, this paper presents a series of speculative sections developed for the Global Disability Innovation Hub's Global Comparison Report. The drawings reimagine the six cities that were studied: Nairobi, Varanasi, Ulaanbaatar, Solo, Medellín, and Freetown, through the lived experiences of residents with disabilities. These narratives were created using insights from participatory methods including interviews, photo diaries, journey mapping, and co-design workshops.
	They aim to depict the complex and layered impacts of physical inaccessibility, sensory and spatial exclusion, and broader social marginalisation, illustrating both visible and invisible forms of disability. In doing so, they challenge standardised drawing conventions to evoke empathy, challenge professional assumptions, and prompt critical reflection. 
	Functioning as both research artefacts and pedagogical tools, the drawings aim to challenge viewers and generate new understandings among built environment professionals, many of whom are rarely exposed to inclusive design beyond technical regulation. As visual provocations, they open up conversations about who architecture is for, how it is created and how it communicates spatial experience. The paper positions speculative sectioning as a method of resistance to ableist spatial norms. It calls for new visual languages that centre people with disabilities not as passive recipients of design but as co-authors, challenging the conventions of architectural authorship.
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	The lecture will outline the decade-long process from initial brief to realisation, examine how the competition involved staff and students in its trajectory, and reflect on the new challenges that have emerged as the building enters use.
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