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The first volume of the Yearbook of the Doctoral program 
“Architecture. History and Project” (or DASP, as the Italian 
acronym goes) was published in 2023. It bore the title “Space” 
and offered a near-geographical representation of the 
distribution of research within the program, understood as a 
sort of archipelago with its separate islands and occasional 
interconnections. By placing the word “Environments” in the 
title page of this new edition of the Yearbook, we would like 
to emphasize a different aspect of the program: its ongoing 
evolution, its responsiveness to changing contexts, and 
the emergence of a growing set of reciprocal interrelations 
between the research works documented in the following 
pages.

DASP originated in the early 2010s from the fusion between 
two previously existing doctoral programs – one in 
architectural design, the other in architectural history. The 
dialogue between storia and progetto – the Italian words 
convey a number of nuances that cannot be easily reflected 
by the English translation – had been, well before that, one 
of the central factors behind the creation of what has today 
become the Department of Architecture and Design. DASP 
was therefore deeply rooted in a research tradition well 
exemplified by the intellectual trajectory of key figures such as 
Roberto Gabetti and Carlo Olmo. Over time, the original idea 
behind the program – investigating the mutual relationships 
between the stratified temporalities and the manifold 
rationalities that contribute to shaping the built environment 
– has acquired additional nuances and implications against 
the backdrop of the changes affecting global architectural 
culture. The dual polarity of history and project appears 
today less as an opposition between two clearly defined 
disciplinary sectors than as a starting point to explore the 
growing complexity of architectural knowledge and its 
hybridization with methodological, epistemological and 
ethical suggestions coming from a plurality of fields of inquiry.

In this respect, the title “Environments” is more than just a 
metaphor. The presence of environmental humanities within 
doctoral studies in architecture has been one of the most 
striking aspects of change in recent international research. 
It can be detected in some of the topics of the theses of the 
latest (40th) cycle of the DASP program, in the evolution of 
its teaching activities, and in a subtler, and possibly deeper 
way in the reconfiguration of the tools of inquiry shared by 
many investigations. Although this is not the only direction 
towards which the doctoral program is evolving, it offers a 
good example of how the key questions behind it are being 
reshaped on a daily basis by the emergence of broader 
research trends and by the questions posed by society at 
large.

2024/25 marked the first academic year in which the three 
doctoral programs existing within the Department of 
Architecture and Design at Politecnico di Torino collaborated 
in a few common initiatives and understood their role within 
the Department as jointly aimed at promoting top-tier 
research within the context of an architectural institution. 
The single most important undertaking was the organization 
of the DAD PhD Day, a yearly event marking the opening 
moment of the academic year and involving the three doctoral 
programs, as well as the whole Department, in a discussion 
about the state, perspective and role of PhD research. DASP 
consolidated this trend by reshaping its traditional mid-term 
review moment as a public exhibition, open to the Politecnico 
community and centered upon the display and informal 
discussion of ongoing works. Ana Tostões, who closed 
the DASP Day with a keynote lecture, shares some of the 
impressions collected during the event in her postface to the 
present edition of the Yearbook.

The following pages capture DASP at the peak of a phase 
of expansion. Italy’s national post-Covid recovery plan 
for the years 2021-26, generally known as PNRR (Piano 
nazionale di ripresa e resilienza) and part of European 
Council’s Next Generation EU program, has among other 
things dedicated a substantial amount of resources to 
funding doctoral scholarships for the three doctoral cycles 
(38, 39 and 40) documented here. This has contributed to 
pushing DASP towards the unprecedented overall size of 
about fifty candidates being simultaneously enrolled, while 
also stimulating a differentiation of research topics and 
experiences. 

On a different level, the theses collected here also show the 
increasingly international dimension of the DASP community. 
Over the years, DASP has developed a privileged relationship 
with Chinese universities, well-illustrated by the joint PhD 
curriculum with Tsinghua University, called “Transnational 
Architectural Models in a Globalized World”, and by the 
increasing presence of PhD candidates fully funded by China 
Scholarship Council (CSC) scholarships. 2025 has also seen 
the consolidation of research collaborations with countries in 
the Balkan areas, with two theses activated within a tri-lateral 
agreement with universities in Skopje and Belgrade. Besides 
these institutionalized exchanges, the individual trajectories of 
the future PhDs – be they international candidates who pursue 
a degree in Torino or Italian ones who develop international 
topics and collaborations – are crucial in the development of a 
plural and multicultural research setting.

The sharing of research questions and results and the 
development of a collective conversation has been part 
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of DASP’s approach since the early days of the program. 
Doctoral education is not intended as an individual 
experience, to be carried out in an exclusive relationship with 
one or more supervisors, but rather as a collective exploration 
aimed at fostering the development of critical awareness 
and intellectual mobility. This is an increasingly difficult goal to 
achieve in a global research environment marked by hyper-
fragmentation and extreme competition. To this end, the 
program offers a varied catalogue of courses and seminars 
– some of them aimed at providing essential methodological 
tools, others at involving candidates in ongoing research 
projects – and contributes to the organization of specific 
workshops in partnership with various international institutions.

Starting in 2025, DASP has added to the Academic Board a 
group of ‘tutors’, intended as early career researchers that 
operate as a scientific and organizational support to both 
the professors and the candidates within the program. The 
four tutors have been instrumental, among other things, in 
organizing the DASP Day, in collecting the material for the 
Yearbook and in giving shape to the new version of the DASP 
website. Their introduction to the present publication outlines 
some of the challenges that the PhD program will likely have 
to face in the near future: how to remain explorative, and 
responsive to changing trends in architectural and historical 
inquiry, while building a cohesive scholarly community and 
firmly placing an emphasis upon a few shared and clearly 
recognizable research priorities.
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Across the research questions raised by the 46 ongoing 
theses of the DASP PhD program, diametrically opposed 
attitudes seem to emerge. On the one hand, certain theses 
build upon a critical approach, more oriented towards 
theoretical exploration and characterized by an intrinsic 
pessimism regarding the state of the built environment. On 
the other hand, some theses instead show a quasi-positivist 
attitude, often relying on urban and architectural research as 
tools for problem-solving. This clearly simplistic division is 
instrumental in introducing a key question for those involved 
in research programs in our field of study: should doctoral 
research in architecture offer solutions or provide critical 
inquiries? Or both?  

There is no definitive answer, but keeping this question in 
mind could be particularly relevant for our school, which 
has historically oscillated between a technical, product-
driven approach, influenced in part by the strong presence 
of engineering departments, and a more theoretical 
orientation rooted in the humanities. A review of the 
work produced by the students of the DASP program 
underscores the importance of approaching research as a 
continuous source of uncertainty: one that encourages the 
exploration of uncharted territories. Adopting this stance 
requires a healthy skepticism towards ready-made answers 
about what the meaning or value of research in architecture 
is or should be, and a willingness to challenge those 
assumptions continuously. It may seem extremely rhetorical, 
but in a period characterized by a strong verticality of 
research agendas, it is important to emphasize the need for 
a horizontal, elastic, and unbiased notion of research.  

With that in mind, we would like to offer an overview of 
doctoral research currently in development in the DASP 
course, beginning with a few overarching reflections on 
methods and topics. The sources upon which the DASP 
research projects are built — which vary in type, form, and 
origin — make this “overview” particularly compelling. From 
those who mainly use archives (often scattered, ignored by 
previous historiography and usually non-monographic) to 
those who rely on ethnographic surveys — via the collection 
of quantitative data — a very heterogeneous picture 
emerges. There is also a number of dissertations moving 
towards a geographical dimension which, heavily relying 
on mapping and cartography, suggests territory and space 
morphology itself as a form of archive, somehow extending 
the boundaries of architectural knowledge and its historical 
stratifications.  

Regardless of such differences, most ongoing PhD projects 
try to go beyond the idea of a single and well-defined 

authorship in architecture production, focusing on collective 
processes of design activities and thus attempting to 
analyze its many effects — as well as trying to write histories 
of the architecture profession — beyond the agency of 
architects themselves. This is not a casual trend: over the 
decades, the Department of Architecture and Design of 
the Politecnico di Torino has built up a long tradition of 
studies that investigate the complexity of architecture with 
a strongly critical attitude towards predominant authorial 
storytelling. Furthermore, whether they are historical or 
design-oriented, they share a political slant, as they focus 
on the interplay between political regimes or institutions and 
the design and production of the built environment. 

Another key and recurring element concerns the broadening 
of disciplinary boundaries. There is a certain degree of 
porosity among the disciplines already represented in this 
PhD program (history, design, technology, urban studies), 
which also highlights a certain influence from other PhD 
programs active at the Castello del Valentino, particularly 
evident in those theses which lean towards geography 
(closer to the research promoted by the doctoral program in 
the Urban and Regional Development program) and in those 
which deal with the notion of heritage (doctoral program in 
Architectural Heritage). 

While building a community that seeks to overcome rigid 
disciplinary boundaries is undoubtedly valuable — especially 
considering the limitations each field faces in addressing 
increasingly complex problems — it nonetheless raises an 
important question: what are the specific research and 
educational identities of the DASP PhD program? Once 
again, we know that this is a complex question. Rather than 
providing answers, it serves to fuel the discussion on the 
role of a PhD called: “Architecture. History and Project”. 
After all, the specificity of any discipline is constantly being 
renegotiated, and its solidity is challenged by paradigm 
shifts affecting ideas and plans that extend far beyond a 
particular field. 

Critical lenses of inquiry: Keywords and geographies 

A close reading of the doctoral investigations currently 
underway within the DASP program reveals thematic and 
methodological diversity, alongside a set of recurring 
conceptual terms that serve as critical lenses, shaping 
how each project defines its object of study, constructs 
its epistemological stance, and negotiates its disciplinary 
position. Some cross-cutting and dynamic concepts are 
particularly relevant to evaluate the ongoing PhD research 

Introduction 
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at DASP: the interplay between local and global (a matter 
of scale); urban and rural (a matter of place); conservation 
and transformation (a matter of legacy); ecologies and 
morphologies (a mattery of analysis). These binomial lenses 
should be understood as semantic nodes, historically and 
theoretically charged, whose meanings are anything but 
self-evident. Their use across different theses reflects an 
ongoing attempt to reframe foundational concepts within 
architectural research, turning them into open-ended 
instruments of inquiry. 

This shared vocabulary gains further significance when 
considered in relation to the wide territorial span of the 
current doctoral investigations. The geographic scope 
of the DASP theses is broad: notably, a growing number 
focuses on Asia and the Global South. At the same time, 
some research projects deal with theoretical issues 
abstracted from any single geographic setting. Such 
heterogeneity reflects a deliberate shift away from 
narrowly defined spatial frameworks, towards a plural 
and decentered geography of research. It also resonates 
with ongoing debates in architectural historiography that 
advocate for expanding beyond Eurocentric frameworks, 
emphasizing the need to recognize alternative genealogies, 
and spatial imaginaries. 

 
On scale 

Among these conceptual lenses, the notion of scale 
emerges with particular complexity from the current PhD 
theses, as it acts as a structuring principle of architectural 
and urban thought, facilitating between form and territory, 
between the immediacy of construction and the abstraction 
of spatial systems. Within the work carried out by DASP 
students, scale functions as a methodological choice, as 
a level at which analysis is conducted, and as a critical tool 
for interviewing the spatial, the political, and the epistemic 
dimensions of architectural construction. 

 
Several doctoral theses engage with scale explicitly, 
tracing how architectural knowledge shifts across scalar 
registers: from construction details to the morphology of 
entire regions, from the socio-political micropolitics of 
neighborhoods to large-scale planning logics and territorial 
imaginaries. This multiscale orientation often mirrors the 
complexity of the case studies themselves, particularly in 
projects that explore the intersections between urban and 
rural dynamics, or those that examine heritage practices 
operating simultaneously at the local, national, and global 

level. In research set in contexts as diverse as Chinese 
megacities, Balkan borderlands, Mediterranean 
coastlines, or Italian alpine valleys, scale becomes a 
lens for understanding how architecture participates in 
spatial regimes of control, identity, and transformation. In 
transnational projects, it facilitates the analysis of global 
circulations of capital, expertise, and technologies, 
while grounding them in local material conditions. In this 
sense, scale resonates with the work of scholars as Henri 
Lefebvre, for whom spatial practice is always produced 
within relational and hierarchical scalar frameworks, 
and shaped by history, infrastructure, governance, and 
ideology. Scale also intersects with temporality: many 
PhD theses explore the scalar implications of historical 
processes, revealing how architectural forms operate 
over time, how they sediment or dissolve, how they 
are reactivated or erased, echoing Fernand Braudel’s 
insight into the layered temporalities of space (l’histoire 
événementielle, la conjoncture, and la longue durée) 
allowing architecture to be read both as means of 
historical transformation and as outcome of enduring 
spatial reasons. 

The purpose of this yearbook is to hold together all the 
ongoing PhD research projects of our program and thus 
offer a photography of the state of the DASP research 
in 2025. By doing so, we invite the readers to map the 
invisible networks among candidates, their similarities 
and differences, methodologies, and topics. We hope 
that this document may be useful to all currently enrolled 
PhD candidates, as well as to the DASP candidates of the 
future.
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âhis research aims to e̊plore how the recent τƓackΨtoΨtheΨcountrysideυ trendάdrīen 
Ɠy gloƓal factors such as climate changeΓ the postΨpandemic urƓan crisisΓ emerging 
agricultural practicesΓ heightened en̄ironmental awareness along the agriΨfood 
chainΓ and renewed tourism appealάis prompting a reΨthinking of Ɠoth agricultural 
production spaces and their relationship to the productīe landscapeΒ _n particularΓ it 
aims to highlight the role of designΓ understood not only as a professional practice for 
shaping these spaces Ɠut as a cultural process from which new Ɠuilding types emergeΔ 
types that Ɠlend productionΨside innōation with ecological sensitīityΓ ad̄ancing a 
heterogeneousΓ decidedly nonΨ̄ernacular ̄ision of agricultural architectureΒ 
,ntirely new populations are redefining the countrysideΔ alongside longΨterm residents 
δor continuersζΓ there are newcomersάyoung farmersΓ retireesΓ familiesΓ and returning 
former e̊pats with dīerse skillsάwho ̄iew pro̊imity to the city as strategicΓ facilitating 
product marketing and collaƓoratīe networksΒ 
Ömall farmers and familyΨrun enterprises that once operated primarily for selfΨsu̹ciency 
now sell directly to gloƓal marketsΓ thanks to rapid restructuringΓ reorgani̳ationΓ and 
repurposing of production systemsΒ _n shortΓ many hāe shifted from a purely agricultural 
economy to a postΨproductīeΓ postΨrural oneΒ 
âhe classical urƓs and rus dichotomy is increasingly challengedΓ not only Ɠy the growing 
sway of urƓan economies in outlying ̳ones Ɠut also Ɠy the cityχs dayΨtoΨday presence 
in country lifeΒ âhe notion of an isolatedΓ selfΨsu̹cientΓ τƓackwardυ countryside is not 
merely outdated Ɠut urƓanΨcentricΒ Æural areas are no longer ̄iewed as marginalΕ they 
are places where the cityΨcountryside relationship is continually renegotiatedΓ allowing 
the two realms to Ɠe understood less in terms of dominance or opposition and more as 
complementary and interdependentΒ 
Global pressures and the progressive urbanization of rural areas are steering the 
agricultural landscape toward ēer more comple̊Γ ʉuasiΨurƓan δor intermediateζ 
configurationsΓ spatially and in lifestyle reference pointsΒ _nnōatīe initiatīes within 
production chains hāe created a postΨproductīist conte̊t in which agriculture takes on 
multidimensional rolesΒ âhusΓ agricultural production now prioriti̳es ecological and social 
sustainaƓility ōer mere yield måimi̳ationΓ ʉuestioning the organi̳ation of productīe 
spaces and the notion of τcountrysideΒυ 
DarmsteadsΓ cascine and agricultural estates no longer house only a single family and 
a handful of staple cropsΒ �s the intensity of traditional farming use declinesΓ dwellings 
and agricultural Ɠuildings now incorporate agritourism accommodationsΓ temporary 
housingΓ educational programsΓ e̊periential ser̄icesΓ and social spacesΒ �oncepts such 
as filiera corta or slow food e̊tend Ɠeyond fruitΨandΨ̄egetaƓle productionΓ functioning 
as territorial ser̄icesΔ they strengthen direct links Ɠetween producers and consumers 
while fostering cohaƓitation and mutual support within local communitiesΒ _n this ēol̄ing 
scenarioΓ Ɠuildings and small ̄illages adopt hyƓridΓ ̼e̊iƓle forms that Ɠlend productīeΓ 
residentialΓ and communal functions within one spatial frameworkΒ 
ėiewed through the lens of architectureάwhere the fading cityΨcountry dīide disrupts 
longΨstanding reference framesάmany designers respond not with nostalgia Ɠut Ɠy 
interpreting production sites δfrom indīidual farms to entire productīe landscapesζ 
as ̼e̊iƓle elements capaƓle of meeting shifting economicΓ socialΓ and en̄ironmental 
needsΒ �rdinary spaces thus emerge as repositories of gloƓalΓ intricate transformationsΒ 
Docusing on three ̄ery di̸erent yet similarly ēol̄ing ,uropean countrysidesά�lta 
�angaΓ the ėarese area and Ealiciaάthis paper underscores the adaptīe capacity of 
these τminor architecturesΒυ âhough rooted in local traditionsΓ they canΓ through designΓ 
open to innōatīe solutions that prefigure new models of cohaƓitation and land useΒ 
_n this senseΓ the countryside is no longer a Ɠlank slate to Ɠe arranged around urƓan 
consumersχ needsΕ insteadΓ it appears as a layered palimpsest in which the spatial 
configurations of production sites re̼ect a dynamic and highly competitīe conte̊tΒ 

How is the architecture of farming spaces in the 
ƔɣʿɅʯʋ̋ʣǷƛƢΓΈʯɣǓƢʯǨƢʋΈ̅ǷʯǨΈȦɣƔĭȦΈƛƢʣǷǓɅΈʆʋĭƔʯǷƔƢʣΓΈʋƢƛƢfiɅƢƛΈ
by new agricultural methods, the return to rural areas and 
climate change?

Shaping and Designing the Multidimensional 
Agricultural Spaces

#countryside, #agriculture, #farming spaces

Captions 
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SHAPING AND DESIGNING 
THE MULTIDIMENSIONAL AGRICULTURAL SPACES

impacts

XXXVIII° cycle, Ph.D. Paolo Bianco   How is the architecture of farming spaces in the 
countryside, together with local design practices, 
redefined by new agricultural methods, the return to 
rural areas and climate change?

Francesca Frassoldati, Marco Trisciuoglio

research question
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#countryside, #agriculture, #farming spaces

This research aims to explore how the recent trends of returning to rural areas, fuelled by glob-
al factors such as climate change, the remote work, the post-pandemic urban crisis, and the 
emergence of new agricultural practices, are reshaping both the agricultural landscape and 
the spatial configuration of buildings devoted to farming. In particular, it seeks to highlight the 
role of design, understood as a professional practice and a cultural process, in defining these 
new ways of living and producing in the countryside.

A renewed dynamism in rural territories emerges when the demand for greater social qual-
ity meets the supply of healthier and more relational environments. Dor both long-term resi-
dents and newcomers, such as young farmers, retirees, families, and many returning ex-pats
with diverse skill sets, proximity to the city represents a strategic factor, facilitating product 
marketing and creating collaborative networks. This view, which transcends the traditional ur-
ban-rural divide, not only redefines dwelling practices but also brings about a rediscovery of 
territorial values, fostering complex and dynamic interactions. Consequently, the countrysides 
are no longer seen as marginal or isolated spaces but rather as places where the urban-rural 
relationship is constantly renegotiated, retaining an important role in the daily life.

Elobal issues and the ongoing shift toward rural areas drive the agricultural landscape to-
ward an increasingly multifaceted configuration. Innovation initiatives within production chains 
have given rise to what might be termed τnew ruralitiesυ, a post-productist context in which 
agriculture takes on multidimensional roles. In this perspective, agricultural output is no lon-
ger centred solely on maximizing yieldsΕ instead, it prioritizes ecological and social availabili-
ty, thereby questioning the organization of productive spaces and the notion of τliving in the 
countryside.”

Darms, farmsteads and agricultural enterprises are no longer limited to food production 
but also encompass hospitality, seasonal housing, educational activities, experiential services, 
and social spaces. As a result, the filiera corta concept goes beyond strictly fruit and vegeta-
ble production, operating instead as a territorial service: on the one hand, it strengthens the 
direct link between producers and consumersΕ on the other, it activates processes of cohab-
itation and mutual support that engage local communities. In this evolving scenario, buildings 
and small villages adopt hybrid and ̼exible forms, hosting production, residential and com-
munal functions within a single spatial framework.

By viewing these phenomena through the lens of design, both as a spatial practice and 
a research process, we can discern how agricultural structures, crops, and complementary 
activities are continually reimagined to address shifting economic, social, and environmental 
needs. Even ordinary spaces, often overlooked in terms of architectural significance, emerge 
as repositories of global transformations expressed in tangible, local ways. This contribution 
thus aims to underscore the adaptive capacity of these τminor architectures,υ which, while 
rooted in local traditions, are open to innovative solutions that foreshadow new models of co-
existence. In this sense, old and new ruralities become a true palimpsest. In this stratified her-
itage, spatial and productive configurations re̼ect τordinaryυ innovation, offering new per-
spectives on living and producing.

abstract

DASP POSTER SESSION 2025

Theoretical repositioning 
of the countryside

Demonstrate how the 
“intermediate” areas, are 
not just “margins” between 
systems, but dynamic places 
of production and economic-
social initiative.

Innovation in design practices

Enriching design tools through 
understanding the methods 
used to reconcile completely 
di̸erent needs in agricultural 
structures.

Awareness of the value of 
agricultural architecture

Through the reading of 
“minor” architectural projects, 
highlight the potential and 
limits of these typologies.

Promotion of the quality 
design in marginal areas

Showcase the contribution 
of local designers, revealing 
the existence of advanced 
expertise even in non-urban 
contexts.

Broadening the academic and 
educational discourse

Provide a theoretical 
foundation for future 
research and design studios, 
strengthening the focus 
on “in-between” areas and 
farming architecture.
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Zistoric districts in �hina represent in̄aluaƓle cultural assets yet face intensifying 
pressures from urƓan sprawlΓ ēol̄ing legislationΓ and rising socioΨeconomic demandsΒ 
âhis study addresses central challenges of aligning heritage conser̄ation with 
contemporary urƓan needsΓ focusing on how targeted urƓan design strategies can 
conser̄e historical integrity while cultīating ̄iƓrant urƓan lifeΒ Erounded in e̊tensīe 
theoretical e̊ploration of legal frameworksΓ classification systemsΓ and street ̄itality 
theoriesΓ this research dēelops a spatial econometric framework to ēaluate how 
design inter̄entions and policies shape socialΓ economicΓ and en̄ironmental outcomes 
in heritage conte̊tsΒ
�dopting a mi̊edΰmethods approachΓ this study comƓines legislatīe rēiewsΓ historical 
documentation and comparatīe assessments with a suite of ʉuantitatīe approaches 
such as kernel density estimationΓ �oranχs _ spatial autocorrelationΓ and spatial regression 
modellingΒ âhrough multiΨsource dataΓ including ƓigΨdata metrics of street ̄italityΓ it 
e̊amines the comple̊ interactions among architectural conser̄ationΓ landΨuse dīersityΓ 
pedestrian accessiƓilityΓ and other key design dimensionsΒ
âo implement this frameworkΓ sēeral historic districts in Euang̳hou are selected 
empirical casesΒ _n this conte̊tΓ street ̄itality ser̄es as the dependent ̄ariaƓleΓ 
ʉuantified through kernel density estimation of locationΨƓased social actīityΒ âhe model 
proposes a set of hypotheses regarding the in̼uence of urƓan design strategiesΓ such as 
landΨuse dīersityΓ pedestrian accessiƓilityΓ and conser̄ation strengthΓ on lēels of street 
̄itality across spatial segmentsΒ _n parallelΓ control ̄ariaƓles such as population densityΓ 
economic actīityΓ and tourism presence are incorporated to isolate conte̊tual e̸ects 
and ensure model roƓustnessΒ âhis approach enaƓles a nuanced understanding of how 
targeted design interventions contribute to the spatial dynamics of vitality in historic 
en̄ironmentsΒ
âhe research highlights the ̄alue of transdisciplinary collaƓorationΓ spanning 
architectureΓ urƓan designΓ urƓan planningΓ data scienceΓ and sociologyΓ in shaping 
conte̊tΨsensitīe and ēidenceΨƓased policy inter̄entionsΒ éltimatelyΓ the research 
contriƓutes to Ɠoth theoretical ad̄ancement and practical implementation Ɠy o̸eringΔ 
δ̓ζ a roƓust conceptual lens for interpreting the dynamics of urƓan heritage conser̄ationΓ 
δ̈́ζ a spatially e̊plicit and statistically ̄alidated model for diagnosing and forecasting 
street ̄italityΓ and δͅζ actionaƓle insights for integrating designΨƓased conser̄ation into 
national and municipal planning systemsΒ �y Ɠridging traditional conser̄ation practices 
with dataΨdrīen spatial designΓ this research o̸ers a practical framework for rēitali̳ing 
historic districts as culturally emƓeddedΓ socially ̄iƓrantΓ and dynamically adaptīe 
components of contemporary �hinese citiesΒ

How can innovative urban design strategies balance 
heritage conservation and contemporary needs while 
enhancing street vitality and sustainability in historic 
districts in China? 

Innovative Urban Design Strategies and Urban Heritage 
Conservation: Enhancing Street Vitality of Historic Districts 
in China Through Transdisciplinary Perspective

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �rcade street in ,nning ÆoadΓ Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0̈́ͅΒ
Digure ̈́ Ψ �rcade street in �eiȘing ÆoadΓ Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0̈́ͅΒ
Digure ͅ Ψ �utdoor community cinema in ÂantangΓ Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0̈́ͅΒ

Sources 
�henΓ $Β δ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ Examining urban design strategies in historic districts: 
a systematic literature reviewΒ Âroceedings of the _nstitution of �īil 
,ngineersΨérƓan $esign and ÂlanningΓ ͉͉̓δ͆ζΓ ̈́̈́ͅӞ́͋ͅΒ
�ynchΓ �Β δ͈̓͋0ζΒ The image of the cityΒ �_â pressΒ
ÂarkΓ ÖΒΓ Ϙ �angΓ �Β δ̈́0͇̈́ζΒ Research on institutional frameworks for 
historic preservation through sustainable management and adaptive 
reuse: a comparative study in Philadelphia and SeoulΒ _nternational ~ournal 
of érƓan ÖciencesΓ ̈́͋δ̓ζΓ ͉͇̓Ϊ̓͋͆Β
ĞeΓ �ΒΓ �henΓ ĘΒΓ �iuΓ ĞΒΓ Ϙ ZeΓ ÄΒ δ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ Institutionalisation of public 
participation in China’s urban regeneration from the perspective of 
historical institutionalism: Three-stage cases in GuangzhouΒ Âolitical 
EeographyΓ ̓0͊Γ ̓0ͅ0͈ͅΒ
ĨhuΓ ~ΒΓ ÖhoΓ �ΒΓ Ϙ �orcoranΓ ~Β δ̈́0͇̈́ζΒ Historic street layout and its impact 
on shaping residents’ daily lives: insights from Sanxue StreetΓ ĝiχanΒ �ocal 
,n̄ironmentΓ ͅ0δ̈́ζΓ ͇̈́ͅΪ͈̈́͊Β #urban design, #historic districts, #street vitality
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âhe design of healthcare facilities is a critical factor in ensuring infection prēention 
and control δ_Â�ζΓ operational e̹ciencyΓ and highΨʉuality patient careΓ especially in 
the management of ėiral Zemorrhagic Dēers δėZDsζ such as ,Ɠola ėirus $isease δ,ė$ζΓ 
�arƓurg ėirus $isease δ�ė$ζΓ �rimeanΨ�ongo Zemorrhagic Dēer δ��ZDζΓ and �assa 
Dēer δ�DζΒ âhese highly infectious diseases present significant challenges due to their 
high transmission rates and risks to Ɠoth patients and healthcare workersΓ particularly in 
lowΨresource and outƓreakΨprone settingsΒ ,̸ectīe healthcare design must Ɠalance 
infection containmentΓ e̹cient work̼owsΓ patient safetyΓ and adaptaƓility under crisis 
conditionsΒ ZowēerΓ there is a suƓstantial gap in practical tools and methodologies that 
integrate architectural and operational considerations for the evaluation and design of 
healthcare facilities treating ėZDsΒ
âhis research seeks to address this gap Ɠy dēeloping a structured approach to the 
design and ēaluation of ėZD treatment facilitiesΒ étili̳ing a comprehensīe multiΨ
method approachΓ the study in̄ol̄es a scoping rēiew of e̊isting literatureΓ typoΨ
morphological analysis of selected case studiesΓ and semiΨstructured inter̄iews with 
healthcare design e̊pertsΓ puƓlic health professionalsΓ and outƓreak managersΒ âhis 
mi̊edΨmethods methodology enaƓles a holistic understanding of how spatial layoutsΓ 
patient ̼owΓ sta̸ mōementΓ and en̄ironmental design in̼uence _Â� measures and 
treatment e̸ectīeness during ėZD outƓreaksΒ 
âhe findings of this research highlight critical architectural and operational factors 
in̼uencing the e̸ectīeness of ėZD healthcare facilitiesΒ âhe case studiesΓ selected 
for their relēance to ,ė$Γ �ė$Γ ��ZDΓ and �DΓ prōide ̄aluaƓle insights into ̄arious 
facility designsΓ including temporary treatment centers and permanent healthcare units 
adapted for ėZD managementΒ âhe typoΨmorphological analysis rēeals common design 
elements that contriƓute to or hinder _Â�Γ while inter̄iews with e̊perts underscore the 
practical challenges faced during outƓreaksΒ âhese findings are synthesi̳ed into an 
operational tool designed to guide the ēaluationΓ retrofittingΓ and design of healthcare 
facilities dedicated to treating ėZDsΒ
âhe operational tool dēeloped through this research includes a design checklistsΓ 
spatial planning methodologiesΓ and adaptaƓle models aimed at enhancing patient 
and sta̸ safetyΓ optimi̳ing work̼owsΓ and imprōing care ʉualityΒ �y integrating 
architectural design principles with operational strategiesΓ the research contriƓutes to 
a more roƓust and adaptaƓle healthcare infrastructure capaƓle of responding swiftly to 
ėZD crises while maintaining high standards of careΒ
DurthermoreΓ the study ad̄ances the field of healthcare facility design Ɠy Ɠridging 
the gap Ɠetween architectural theory and practical applicationΒ _t Ɠuilds upon e̊isting 
frameworks such as ēidenceΨƓased design δ,�$ζΓ en̄ironmental theory and positīe 
e̊planatory theory to o̸er a structured methodology that prioriti̳es safetyΓ e̹ciencyΓ 
and care ʉualityΒ âhe dēelopment of operational tools tailored to ėZD treatment 
en̄ironments underscores the importance of conte̊tΨspecific design strategies that are 
informed Ɠy Ɠoth empirical research and realΨworld e̊periencesΒ
éltimatelyΓ the findings of this research are e̊pected to hāe farΨreaching implications for 
the design of healthcare infrastructureΓ informing policy dēelopment and guiding future 
proȘects aimed at imprōing the safety and e̸ectīeness of healthcare en̄ironments in 
epidemicΨprone settingsΒ

How design strategies and solutions can improve patient 
care and infection prevention and control for Viral 
Hemorrhagic Fevers within healthcare facilities?

The Role of Design to Enhance Patient Care and 
Mitigate the Spread of Viral Hemorrhagic Fevers 
Within Healthcare Facilities

#healthcare design, #outbreaks, # vhf

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �assa fēerΓ ��ZDΓ ,Ɠola and �arƓurgΔ reported cases 
δ̈́000Ϊ̈́0̈́͆ζ and analy̳ed case studiesΓ drawing Ɠy the authorΒ

Sources 
~e̸sΓ �ΒΓ et alΒ δ̈́00͉ζΒ The Médecins Sans Frontières intervention in the 
Marburg hemorrhagic fever epidemicΓ éigeΓ �ngolaΓ ̈́00͇Β _Β �essons 
learned in the hospitalΒ ~ournal of _nfectious $iseasesΓ ͈̓͋δÖupplα̈́ζΓ 
Ö͇̓͆ΪÖ͈̓̓Β
�howellΓ EΒΓ Ϙ ėiƓoudΓ �Β δ̈́0͇̓ζΒ Controlling Ebola: Key role of Ebola 
treatment centresΒ âhe �ancet _nfectious $iseasesΓ ͇̓δ̈́ζΓ ̓͋ͅΪ̓͆̓Β
EainaΓ �ΒΓ âahounΓ �ΒΓ �ashalΓ �ΒΓ ÖafiΓ ZΒΓ �li̳aiΓ DΒΓ ~alilΓ ZΒΓ Ϙ �Ɠou̳eidΓ 
�Β δ̈́0̈́ͅζΒ The largest reported outbreak of CCHF in hospital settings: 
Lessons from KandaharΓ �fghanistanΒ âhe �ancet _nfectious $iseasesΓ 
̈́ͅδ͋ζΒ
�aeemΓ �ΒΓ ĨahidΓ ÖΒΓ Zafee̳Γ �Β ZΒΓ �iƓiΓ �ΒΓ âaƓassumΓ ÖΒΓ Ϙ �kilimaliΓ �Β 
δ̈́0̈́ͅζΒ Re-emergence of Lassa fever in Nigeria: A new challenge for 
public health authoritiesΒ Zealth Öcience ÆeportsΓ ͈δ̓0ζΒ
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�rīelȘΓ a copper mining ̄illage in ÖerƓiaΓ stands at the crossroads of gloƓal urƓani̳ationΒ 
ZowēerΓ its traȘectory since the ͉̓͋0sΓ when it was part of former ĞugoslāiaΓ has 
Ɠeen far from smoothΒ �eyond the e̊traction of copper from an openΨpit mineΓ �rīelȘ 
hosts intensīe industrial actīityΔ the ore is crushedΓ processedΓ and packaged amid 
a landscape dominated Ɠy plants and waste tailings pondsΒ âhis copper fuels gloƓal 
supply chainsΓ reaching manufacturing centers in �hina and ēentually Ɠecoming part of 
renewaƓle energy grids in âe̊as or solar panels on τgreenυ skyscrapers in �ondonΒ
ĞetΓ within �rīelȘ itselfΓ the conseʉuences of e̊tractionΓ ecological degradationΓ 
displacementΓ and līelihood erosion challenge the dominant narratīes that portray 
urƓani̳ation as a unīersal and aƓstract processΒ Æesidents witness the e̊pansion of 
the pitΓ which swallows homes and reshapes daily life in ser̄ice of gloƓal capitalismΒ 
$espite its centrality in supply networksΓ �rīelȘ remains marginali̳edΓ highlighting that 
urƓani̳ation is not uniform Ɠut rather fragmented and contestedΒ
âhis dissertation adopts a siteΨspecific methodology to e̊amine �rīelȘχs entanglement 
in e̊tractīe networksΒ �omƓining fieldworkΓ E_Ö mappingΓ satellite imageryΓ data 
scienceΓ and oral historiesΓ it foregrounds the humanΓ politicalΓ and material dimensions 
of e̊traction often aƓsent in largeΨscale urƓan theoryΒ _nspired Ɠy Ęilliam �ungeχs 
Dit̳geraldΔ Eeography of a Æēolution δ͉̓͋̓ζΓ the proȘect challenges the conceptual 
̼attening of e̊tractīe ̳ones in contemporary urƓan theoriesΒ
âhe dissertation draws on �indi �at̳χs concept of �ountertopography δ̈́00͆ζ and ~ane 
Zttonχs work in Æeciprocal �andscapes δ̈́0̓͋ζ to frame �rīelȘχs local realities within 
gloƓal systemsΒ âhis approach connects geographically distant places through shared 
strugglesΓ allowing for a nuanced understanding of �rīelȘχs disruptions concerning 
planetary urƓani̳ation without losing siteΨspecific detailsΒ Æather than isolating �rīelȘΓ 
�ountertopography situates it within Ɠroader patterns of capitalist transformation while 
retaining its social and material specificityΒ
�rīelȘχs comple̊ity also highlights the limitations of Âlanetary érƓani̳ation δÂéζ theoryΓ as 
articulated Ɠy �eil �renner and �hristian Öchmid δ̈́0͇̓ζΒ Âé conceptuali̳es urƓani̳ation 
as a gloƓal force that Ɠlurs the distinctions Ɠetween urƓanΤrural and centerΤperipheryΓ 
portraying e̊traction ̳ones like �rīelȘ as τoperational landscapesυ fully integrated into a 
homogeni̳ed capitalist system δ�renner Ϙ �atsikisΓ ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Ęhile Âé e̸ectīely critiʉues 
cityΨcentric urƓan studiesΓ its aƓstraction often ōerlooks locali̳ed social and spatial 
dynamicsΒ
_n architectural and urƓan discourseΓ e̊traction communities are often categori̳ed under 
τmining urƓanismυ δ�orrea ̈́0͈̓ζΒ ZowēerΓ this research proposes that warfare may Ɠe a 
more fitting analogyΒ $rawing from the forensic methods of Dorensic �rchitectureΓ �rīelȘ 
is en̄isioned as a con̼ict ̳one where e̊traction acts as a form of systemic ̄iolenceΒ 
�iting Ęei̳man δ̈́0̓͋ζΓ the proȘect argues that this ̄iolenceΓ like warfareΓ is di̸use and 
asymmetricalΓ enacted Ɠy statesΓ corporationsΓ and gloƓal marketsΒ âhereforeΓ mining 
should be analyzed through architectural lenses as a spatial manifestation of ongoing 
con̼ictΒ
�rīelȘ ser̄es as Ɠoth a product and a critiʉue of planetary urƓani̳ationΒ _ts contested 
relocationsΓ ecological degradationΓ and acts of resistance rēeal a fragmented 
operational landscapeΒ âhe research ad̄ocates for a multiΨscalarΓ transmedia 
methodology that incorporates Ɠoth human and nonΨhuman actorsΒ Ötandard planning 
frameworks do not adeʉuately address e̊tractionχs nonΨlinearΓ layered impacts on 
communities and ecosystemsΒ âhe dissertationχs primary contriƓution is the creation of 
hyƓrid cartographic frameworks to illustrate the ōerlapping scales of gloƓal e̊traction 
networksΒ _t Ɠridges the dīide Ɠetween topΨdownΓ dataΨdrīen geomatics and ƓottomΨ
upΓ placeΨƓased practicesΒ _nstead of fāoring one approach ōer the otherΓ it proposes 
a transΨscalar methodology that merges technical precision with līed e̊periencesΒ

How can a trans-scalar, pluralistic mapping methodology 
ʋƢƔɣɅƔǷȦƢΈʣƔǷƢɅʯǷfiƔΓΈʯɣʆΨƛɣ̅ɅΈƔĭʋʯɣǓʋĭʆǨǷƔΈĭʆʆʋɣĭƔǨƢʣΈ
with grounded, place-based knowledge to more accurately 
represent the complex spatial realities of marginalized 
communities, such as the mining village of Krivelj, Serbia?

Architectural Cartography: Methods for Counter-
Mapping the Transcalar Landscapes of Copper Mining 
in Krivelj, Serbia 

#critical raw materials, #cartography, #geospatial

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ ėeliki �rīelȘ openΨpit mineΓ �rīelȘΓ ÖerƓia δ$ecemƓer ͈Γ ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ 
Drom a highΓ fogΨshrouded ̄antageΓ terraced Ɠenches and serpentine 
haul roads descend at successīe lēels toward a pale turʉuoise pool on 
the pit ̼oorΒ âhe scattered presence of haul trucks and e̊cāators along 
the switchƓacks con̄eys the immense scale of the e̊cāationΓ while the 
e̊posed rock faces and stepped geometry e̊emplify the spatial logic of 
largeΨscale surface mining and its en̄ironmental imprintΒ Âhotograph Ɠy 
the authorΕ captured with a �ikon Ĩ͉ and a âamron ͉0Ϊͅ00mm lensΒ 

Sources 
�̳oulayΓ �Β δ̈́00͊ζΒ The Civil Contract of PhotographyΒ Ĩone �ooksΒ
�ornerΓ ~Β δ̓͋͋͋ζΒ The agency of mapping: Speculation, critique and 
inventionΒ _n $Β �osgrōe δ,dΒζΓ �appings δppΒ ̈́̓ͅΪ͇̈́̈́ζΒ Æeaktion �ooksΒ
�at̳Γ �Β δ̈́0̈́̓ζΒ τSplanetary Urbanization”Β _nternational ~ournal of érƓan 
and Æegional ÆesearchΓ ͇͆δͅζΓ ͇͉͋Ϊ͈0̈́Β
ÆankinΓ ĘΒ δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ After the Map: Cartography, Navigation, and 
Transformation of Territory in the Twentieth CenturyΒ énīersity of �hicago 
ÂressΒ
âodorōaΓ �Β δ͈̓͋͋ζΒ Imagining The BalkansΒ �̊ford énīersity ÂressΒ
Ęei̳manΓ ,Β δ̈́0̓͋ζΒ Forensic Architecture: Violence at the threshold of 
detectability*Β Ĩone �ooksΒ



021PHD RESEARCH



022 PHD RESEARCH

Andrea Gian Maria Gillone  

͊ͅth

Æiccardo ÂalmaΓ �hiara 
�ccelliΓ �oren̳o 
Vignono

Cycle

Supervisors

Ęith �aw ̈́Τ̈́0̓͊ and the �inisterial $ecree of ̈́͋Τ̓̓Τ̈́0̓͊Γ the socialΓ logisticΓ and cultural 
̄alue of �ongΨ$istance �ycle Æoutes δ�$�ζ is formally acknowledgedΒ ZowēerΓ $irectīe 
375 presents technical shortcomings and lacks consideration for aspects related to 
attractīeness and architectural and landscape ʉualityΒ âhereforeΓ a methodological 
framework is needed to guide the design of �$�sΓ which are essential for shaping 
landscapes and fostering meaningful relationships with human settlementsΒ _n $irectīe 
͉͇ͅΓ the reʉuirement of attractīenessΓ which appears across multiple categoriesΓ 
leads to amƓiguity and inconsistencyΒ âhis research proposes an e̊perimental model 
applied to the Âiedmont shore of �ake �aggioreΓ aimed at dēeloping design criteria for 
defining Ɠoth the routes and the architectural features of cycle paths while enhancing the 
landscape and settlement characteristics of the territoryΒ  
âhe research is structured into four main sectionsΒ 
âhe first Ϊ âhe �rchitectural Äuality of �ycle ÆoutesΔ ÂroƓlems and Âerspectīes Ϊ 
analy̳es the stateΨofΨtheΨart regulatory framework concerning the design of �$�sΓ 
comparing _talian planning tools with international case studiesΒ âhe aim is to highlight 
regulatory and theoretical gaps in the _talian conte̊t and to identify Ɠest practices 
relēant to the researchΒ  
âhe second section Ϊ âhe �ake �aggiore �ycle ÆouteΔ � $esign Zypothesis Ϊ dēelops 
two design scenarios for the �$� of �ake �aggioreΔ the first considers �$�s as åes 
capable of enhancing fragile areas that have been marginalized by established tourist 
huƓsΕ the second e̊plores the possiƓility of repurposing historic infrastructure for 
cycling useΒ _n the case of �ake �aggioreΓ where such infrastructure is aƓsentΓ the 
research in̄estigates whether historical architectural models can Ɠe reinterpreted and 
integrated into the local conte̊tΒ âhe study area focuses on the midslope path Ɠetween 
ėerƓania and the Öwiss ƓorderΓ analy̳ed through the superimposition of historical 
cadastral maps onto the current topographyΒ 
âhe third section Ϊ âhree Âerspectīes on the �rchitectural $esign of �ycle ÆoutesΔ � 
�ethodological ,̊periment on �ake �aggiore Ϊ proposes a methodology for identifying 
the architectural and settlement features underlying the design of the cycle routeΒ âhe 
three τperspectīesυ analy̳e the territory using di̸erent cartographic and interpretatīe 
toolsΒ âhe firstΓ ,̊periencing the �akeΓ reconstructs �ake �aggioreχs intermodal ̄ocation 
through Erand âour trāel accountsΓ rēealing a historically integrated moƓility system 
that can inspire contemporary �$�sΒ âhe secondΓ �dmiring the �akeΓ e̊amines the 
landscape and coastal settlements through historical ̄iews and ̄intage postcards to 
identify ̄isual landmarks and compositional rules to Ɠe reintegrated into the proȘect of 
the �$�Β âhe thirdΓ _nhaƓiting the �akeΓ in̄estigates the recurring elements of the Ɠuilt 
shorelineάsuch as retaining wallsΓ terracesΓ small harƓorsΓ and piersάcomparing them 
with the architectonic elements along the midΨslope route that hosts the �$�Β âhis study 
aims to identify architectural typologies relevant to the design of the public spaces of the 
settlements the �$� crossesΒ 
âhe fourth section Ϊ �otes âoward a Æeform of $esign Euidelines for the �rchitectural 
Äuality of �ycle Æoutes Ϊ re̼ects on the research outcomesΓ proposing possiƓle 
rēisions of current design guidelines with a particular focus on architectural and 
landscape ʉualityΒ âwo fundamental aspects are addressedΓ Ɠased on the idea that �$�s 
are architectures linked to the earth in constant dialogue with the landscapeΔ the criteria 
for correctly tracing �$�s and the methods for identifying architectural figures that can 
e̊press the relationships Ɠetween �$�sΓ settlement formsΓ and landformsΒ 
âhe research employs cartographic representation as a design toolΓ producing maps 
Ɠased on the three τperspectīesυ applied to the �ake �aggiore �$�Β âhe aim is to 
formulate �$�s design guidelinesΓ addressing the current architectural and landscape 
ʉuality regulatory gapΒ âhe study tries to identify easily repeataƓle cartographic 
techniques and accessible sources that may facilitate the design of LDCs by professional 
design studiosΒ 

Can the cycle route design adopt the architectural-
territorial model of historical infrastructures by identifying 
serial architectures within the landscape and revealing 
multiple identities?

The Terrestrial Architecture of Cycle Routes: New 
Tools and Methodologies in the Design of Long-
Distance Cycleways

#cycleways, #landscape, #sustainablemobility

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ τ�Ɠitareυ chartΒ �riginal work Ɠy the authorΒ 
Digure ̈́ Ψ τ�sser̄areυ chartΒ �riginal work Ɠy the authorΒ 
Digure ͅ Ψ τÂercorrereυ chartΒ �riginal work Ɠy the authorΒ 

Sources 
�uc̳yɈski �ΒΓ Eregoire DΒΓ �ancaster ,ΒΓ δ̈́0̈́̓ζΒ European Certification 
Standard – Quality criteria for long-distance cycle routesΒ �růellesΒ
�o̊Γ ÂΒ δ,dΒζ δ̈́0͇̓ζΒ Cycling culturesΒ énīersity of �hester ÂressΒ �hesterΒ
$eromedisΓ ÖΒ δ̈́0̓͋ζΒ _l manuale delle piste ciclabili e della ciclabilità. 
Ideare, pianificare, progettare, promuovere e gestire le infrastrutture 
ciclabiliΒ ,dicicloΒ
$uttoΓ �Β �ΒΓ ÂalmaΓ ÆΒ δedsΒζ δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ Tracciare piani, disegnare carteΒ 
�rchitetturaΓ cartografia e macchine di progettoΒ �ccademia énīersity 
ÂressΒ
DlemingΓ ÖΒ δ̈́0̓̈́ζΒ Cycle SpaceΒ �rchitecture Ϙ érƓan $esign in the �ge of 
the �icycleΒ nai0̓0 puƓlishersΒ
�eloni _ΒΓ Âalma ÆΒ δ̈́0̈́̈́ζ Paesaggio con bicicletteΒ Âiccola ontologia 
illustrata per il progetto delle ciclōie di lunga percorren̳a δ�Β ÖcappiniΓ 
,dΒζΒ �ccademia énīersityÂressΒ
�inistero delle _nfrastrutture e dei trasporti δ̈́0͉̓ζΒ Direttiva Ministeriale 
protocollo 375 del 20/07/2017 - Allegato A, Requisiti di pianificazione 
e standard tecnici di progettazione per la realizzazione del Sistema 
Nazionale delle ciclovie turistiche (SNCT)Β
�inistero delle _nfrastrutture e dei trasporti δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ Decreto 29 novembre 
2018Γ Ârogetta̳ione e reali̳̳a̳ione di un sistema na̳ionale di ciclōie 
turisticheΒ Æoma
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Giulio Gonella

͊ͅth  

�amillo �oanoΓ ÆoƓin 
Zartanto Zongarre

âhis research critically in̄estigates the makings and unmakings of _ndonesiaχs plantation 
ecologiesΓ understanding them as spatialΓ materialΓ and epistemological sites of 
struggleΒ _n particularΓ it seeks to show how en̄ironmental ̄iolence inscriƓes within the 
colonial continuum of plantationsχ ēerΨe̊panding frontierΓ and how this ̄iolence can 
Ɠe read out of the material featuresΓ ruinous tracesΓ and spatial inscriptions found in 
soΨcalled δagroζe̊tractīe ̳onesΒ _n plantation areasΓ land can thus perform as a δcounterζ
archīe to histories of land graƓƓingΓ controlΓ and corporate occupationΕ such an 
archīeΓ once actīatedΓ contains and e̊pands on those storiesΓ and ēentually o̸ers the 
possiƓility of addressing the nonΨhuman as δaζ witness and strategy of resistance against 
land occupationΒ 

Zistorically terraformed into an δagroζe̊tractīe ̳one for the cultīation of toƓacco crops 
and ruƓƓer and coconut treesΓ �orthΤ,ast Öumatra Ɠears the traces of wāes of colonial 
and neocolonial dominationΓ that since the midΨ̓͋th century deforested large portions 
of land to turn them into e̊tensīe plantation areasΒ �fter the Ɠrief interlude of land 
rights granted under the gōernment of president Öukarno in the wake of _ndonesiaχs 
independence from the �etherlands in ͇̓͋͆Γ the neoliƓeral dictatorship of Öuhartoχs 
�ew �rder δ͈̓͋͊З̓͋͋͊ζwelcomed Ɠack colonialΨera corporate powersΓ leading to an 
intensification in dynamics of land graƓƓingΓ dispossessionΓ and en̄ironmental ̄iolence 
that has Ɠeen unfolding cyclically δand routinelyζ until present daysΒ
�uilding on the theoretical framework of δagroζe̊tractīismΓ political ecologyΓ and 
�lack radical theoryΓ the research addresses the Âlantation as a transhistorical colonial 
architecture Ψ one that entails a spatialΤorganisational logic of simplificationΓ aƓstractionΓ 
and in̄isiƓilisation of ̄iolenceΒ �s a pīotal spatialΨpolitical apparatus in the histories 
of colonialismΓ from cotton monocrops in the éÖ Öouth to the endless and ēerΨgoing 
e̊pansion of palm oil in ÖouthΨ,ast �siaΓ plantations hāe Ɠeen mastering landΓ Ɠodies 
and natureδsζΓ morphing territories and ̄egetal species in order to ensure profitaƓilityΓ 
controlΓ and the costant prōision of commodified crops to Ęestern marketsΒ �ruciallyΓ 
plantations hāe also foregrounded a distinct modality of φcolonial inhaƓitationχ 
δDerdinandΓ ̈́0̈́̈́ζ premised on ecological disruptionΓ forced dispossessionΓ and 
occupationΒ 

Docusing on two cases of such φinhaƓitationχ in the region of �orthΤ,ast ÖumatraΓ 
_ndonesiaΓ the research e̊plores the machinic assemƓlages of palm oil plantation 
ecologies Ɠy analysing spatialΓ materialΓ and social legacies of colonialΤen̄ironmental 
̄iolence and erasureΓ as well as politics of ̄egetal knowledge Ɠuilt around and for 
the e̊pansion of plantation agroΨe̊tractīe ̳onesΒ $rawing on e̊tensīe fieldworkΓ 
archīal sourcingΓ legal documentsΓ audiōisual recordingsΓ and φfound mediaχΓ the 
research employs architecture as a methodΓ attending to ruinsΓ nonΨhuman ƓeingsΓ 
and grāe architectures asφmaterial witnessχ δÖchuppliΓ ̈́0̈́0ζ that Ɠear testimony ofΤto 
Ɠroader geopolitical ēentsΒ âhrough a mi̊ed te̊tual Τ ̄isual Τ speculatīe storytellingΓ 
the research engages with the ways in which nature is φweaponisedχΓ under the profitΨ
property ne̊usΓ against more ecologicallyΨsound ways of inhaƓiting and cultīating the 
lanscapeΒ �s suchΓ the research intends to make a case for considering δarchitectural 
ζφsensingχ as a potential pedagogical way of engaging with ecologically disrupted 
landscapesΓ in order to account for en̄ironmental ȘusticeΒ 

How can we read plantation ecologies as an archive of  
environmental / colonial violence, and what is the role of the 
non-human as (a) witness and counter-strategy?

Plantation Ecologies. Environmental Violence, Palms, 
and Colonial Botany in North/East Sumatra, Indonesia

#plantation, #postcolonial ecologies, #land-as-archive

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �il palm trees along the Ɠorder of a sand e̊traction site on the 
�atang Öerangan ÆīerΓ near the ̄illage of Öei �iturΓ �angkat ÆegencyΓ 
�orth ÖumatraΒ Drom ̄ideo Ɠy the authorΓ �ay ̈́0̈́͆Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ Ââ �onsum plantation site and the contested Ɠorders of the 
̄illage of ÂergulaanΓ Öerdang �edagai ÆegencyΓ �orth ÖumatraΒ δÖourceΔ 
Eoogle ,arthζΒ ,laƓoration Ɠy the authorΓ ÖeptemƓer ̈́0͇̈́Β

Sources 
DerdinandΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ Decolonial ecology: Thinking from the Caribbean 
worldΒ ÂolityΒ
Eɤme̳Ψ�arrisΓ �Β δ̈́0͉̓ζΒ The extractive zone: Social ecologies and 
decolonial perspectivesΒ $uke énīersity ÂressΒ
�iΓ âΒΓ Ϙ ÖemediΓ ÂΒ δ̈́0̈́̓ζΒ Plantation life: Corporate occupation in 
Indonesia’s oil palm zoneΒ $uke énīersity ÂressΒ
�ƓemƓƤΓ �Β δ̈́00ͅζΒ NecropoliticsΒ ÂuƓlic �ultureΓ ͇̓δ̓ζΓ ̓̓З͆0Β
ÖchuppliΓ ÖΒ δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Material witness: Media, forensics, evidenceΒ âhe �_â 
ÂressΒ
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GUO Beini

͊ͅth  

Dilippo $e ÂieriΓ Öergio 
Pace
   

âhe Zanyeping industrial systemΓ comprised of the Zanyang _ronworksΓ $aye _ron �ineΓ 
and Âing̊iang �oal �ineΓ represents a crucial milestone in modern �hinese industrial 
historyΓ hāing e̊erted a profound in̼uence on �hinaχs metallurgical technologyΓ 
industrial practicesΓ social changesΓ and economic dēelopmentΒ âhis paper adopts 
architectural history as its primary frameworkΓ integrating the histories of metallurgyΓ 
technologyΓ societyΓ and economy to systematically e̊amine and analy̳e the formationΓ 
ēolutionΓ and regional interconnections of the Zanyeping industrial heritageΒ âhe aim is 
to construct a narratīe of Zanyepingχs dēelopment from an international perspectīeΓ 
rēealing its uniʉue traȘectory and regional role in the industriali̳ation processΒ
âhe study first rēiews the historical links among the ̄arious industrial sites within 
the Zanyeping systemΓ with a particular focus on the regional economic linkagesΓ 
technological e̊changesΓ and laƓor market interactions that emerged during the steel 
production processΒ $rawing on Zanyeping documents collected from ,uropeΓ this 
paper prōides a detailed account of the enterpriseχs ēolution in terms of metallurgical 
technological innōationΓ industrial architectural practicesΓ and the transformation of 
production organi̳ationΒ ÖimultaneouslyΓ it analy̳es the farΨreaching impacts of these 
production mode changes on the working classΓ urƓan planningΓ and regional economic 
structuresΒ Drom the perspectīe of social change and economic restructuringΓ the paper 
further reveals the key role played by this industrial conglomerate in promoting regional 
urƓani̳ationΓ industrial upgradingΓ and moderni̳ationΒ
�eanwhileΓ the Zanyeping industrial heritage has Ɠeen estaƓlished as an important 
reference paradigm for postΨindustrial transformation in dēeloping economiesΒ 
_t demonstrates howΓ against the Ɠackdrop of gradually depleting resources and 
gloƓali̳ationΓ traditional heāy industries can Ɠuild enduring cultural symƓols and 
historical memory through historical accumulationΓ technological inheritanceΓ and 
architectural innōationΒ Zanyeping has not only set a Ɠenchmark in domestic industrial 
heritage preser̄ationΓ Ɠut its uniʉue dēelopment modelΓ corporate gōernanceΓ and 
technological innōation e̊perience hāe also inȘected a crucial �sian perspectīe into 
the gloƓal discourse on industrial heritageΓ Ɠroadening international understanding and 
discussions of nonΨĘestern industriali̳ation e̊periencesΒ
�y e̊ploring the Zanyeping industrial heritage across economicΓ socialΓ culturalΓ and 
technological dimensions through an interdisciplinary approachΓ this paper aims to 
elucidate its historical status and contemporary significance in the international process 
of industrial heritage protection and reappraisalΒ �oreōerΓ the study discusses the 
insights prōided Ɠy the Zanyeping industrial system for the industrial transformation 
of dēeloping economies in the postΨindustrial eraΓ o̸ering important academic 
references and historical lessons for global industrial heritage preservation and its role in 
urƓan renewalΒ

How is the multifaceted value of the Hanyeping Industrial 
Heritage perceived in economic, cultural, social, and 
technological dimensions within an international context?

Research on the Hanyeping Industrial Heritage 
Through an International Perspective

#steel production, architectural practices, # heritage discourse

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ âhe Öpatial �onnections of ZanyepingΒ �y the authorΒ
Digure ̈́ Ψ âhe $ēelopment and ,̄olution of Zanyeping �ompany 
δÖourceΔ Ĩhang Ĩhidong and Ęuhan �useumζΒ

Sources 
ÖmithΓ �Β δ̈́00͈ζΒ Uses of HeritageΒ ÆoutledgeΒ
ĘatertonΓ ,ΒΓ ÖmithΓ �ΒΓ Ϙ �ampƓellΓ EΒ δ̈́00͈ζΒ The utility of discourse 
analysis to heritage studies: The Burra Charter and social inclusionΒ 
_nternational ~ournal of Zeritage ÖtudiesΓ ̓̈́δ͆ζΓ ͋ͅͅΪ͇͇ͅΒ 
ZuƓei �etallurgical Zistory �ompilation �ommitteeΒ δ̈́0͉̓ζΒ Chronicle 
of the Hanyeping CompanyΒ Zua̳hong énīersity of Öcience and 
âechnology ÂressΒ
ĝuΓ ÖΒΓ �okiΓ �ΒΓ Ϙ ĘangΓ ĞΒ δ̈́0̈́̓ζΒ Research on the China’s Industrial 
Modernization Process through an International PerspectiveΓ ėolume ̓Β 
�hina �ity ÂuƓlishing ZouseΒ
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Valentina Labriola

͊ͅth

Drancesca DrassoldatiΓ 
ĨZ��E �iΓ �ichele  
Bonino

China Room

�limate emergency un̄eils comple̊ities that cannot Ɠe addressed as straight 
proƓlemsάthey are unfoldingΓ entangled phenomena that challenge how we thinkΓ 
imagineΓ and actΒ âhis research approaches the climate crisis not Ɠy seeking direct 
answers to it Ɠut Ɠy in̄estigating the conceptual and representational terrain from which 
new forms of design understanding and engagement might emergeΒ _t e̊plores how 
architectureΓ through its speculatīe tools and media entanglementsΓ can contriƓute 
to rethinking the crisisΓ not simply Ɠy designing for itΓ Ɠut Ɠy ̄isuali̳ing and imagining 
di̸erentlyΒ
�t the core of this in̄estigation lies the idea of the imaginaryάa generatīe space where 
new realities are en̄isionedΒ ZereΓ imagination is not a retreat from reality Ɠut a method 
of engaging with itΓ especially in times of profound uncertaintyΒ âhe thesis reframes 
imagination as a critical tool that allows interdisciplinary and speculatīe practices to 
reshape our understanding of the present and construct possibilities for alternative 
futuresΒ
Æather than relying solely on traditional disciplinary knowledgeΓ this research emƓraces 
fictionΓ popular mediaΓ and digital culture alongside architectural discourseΒ _t turns 
to literatureΓ cinemaΓ and ̄ideo gamesάnot Șust as re̼ections of climate an̊ieties 
Ɠut as spaces where futures are testedΓ contestedΓ and made ̄isiƓleΒ âhese media 
are approached as archives of the present and as platforms for designing speculative 
futuresΒ
�rchitectureΓ like mediaΓ helps shape how we perceīe and respond to crisesΒ _ts 
representational toolsάespecially drawingΓ montageΓ and e̊hiƓitάare e̊plored not 
Șust for what they show Ɠut for how they shape thinkingΒ $rawing Ɠecomes a method 
of inʉuiryΓ e̊hiƓitions a space of speculationΓ and digital and narratīe media a means 
of accessing the distriƓutedΓ mediated nature of the climate emergencyΒ âhese 
representational practices are central to the production of knowledge in this proȘectΒ
A key challenge of this research is communicating the transition from climate events 
seen as φe̊ceptionalχ to those that are increasingly freʉuent and systemicΓ without 
resorting to sensationalismΒ �n e̊perimental component e̊amines how speculatīe 
fiction can inform architectural representationΒ �y drawing from literature and cinemaΓ 
climate scenarios are turned into ̄isual prompts and reinterpreted through �_Ψgenerated 
imagery and architectural speculationΒ âhese simulations Ɠridge data and imaginationΓ 
prōiding narratīes that re̼ect the crisisχs comple̊ity and design potentialΒ

φÖuƓmerged _maginariesΔ �rchitectural Dutures énderwaterχ

âhe first test draws from underwater futures in te̊ts like �hi âaΨweiχs �emƓraneΓ ~ΒEΒ 
�allardχs âhe $rowned ĘorldΓ and �im �oΨyoungχs �n the �rigin of ÖpeciesΒ âhe 
imagined scenarioΔ the year is ̈́0͇0Β âhe ,arthχs surface is largely uninhaƓitaƓle due to 
rising seas and to̊ic airΒ Zumanity has retreated underwaterΓ Ɠuilding selfΨsustaining 
ecological citiesΒ âwo main infrastructures sustain life ƓelowΔ moƓility systems enaƓling 
frictionless trāel and atmospheric containment domes that support human respirationΒ 
âhis narratīe Ɠecame the foundation for generating ̄isual e̊perimentsΓ some of which 
are presented in this posterΒ âhese images test how fictional futures might prōoke new 
architectural imaginaries and representational formsΒ
Ęater ser̄es as a guiding thread in the thesisάƓoth material and metaphorΓ infrastructure 
and mythΒ _t connects chapters and mediaΓ re̼ecting the ̼uidΓ unstaƓleΓ and 
interconnected aspects of the climate crisisΒ Ęater enaƓles thinking across scales and 
timesΔ from rising seas to suƓmerged worlds and from scarcity to e̊cessΓ tracing the 
crisis through architectureΓ mediaΓ and imaginationΒ

How are architecture and media collaboratively shaping 
speculative imaginaries of climate futures, fostering new 
ways of understanding and responding to the urgency of the 
climate emergency?

Design Between Fiction and Reality: Urban 
Imaginaries and Climate Emergency

#imaginaries, #media-architecture, #climate emergency

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ φÖuƓmerged _maginariesΔ �rchitectural Dutures énderwaterχ 
Öeries of �_Ψimage created Ɠy the author using �idȘourney Ɠased on her 
short storyΒ âhe series aim to e̊plore diferent ̄isuali̳ation of speculatīe 
futuresΒ

Sources 
�olemanΓ ÆΒΓ δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ _magingΒ _n �uryΓ �ΒΓ DenshamΓ ÆΒΓ ZellerΨ�icholasΓ 
�ΒΓ �ammesΓ ÖΒΓ�astΓ �ΒΓ �ichaelΓ �ΒΓ éprichardΓ ,ΒΓ δedζΒ δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ Routledge 
Handbook of Interdisciplinary Research MethodsΒ Æoutledge
$χ�matoΓ �Β δ̈́00͉ζΒ Telefantasie. Nuovi paradigmi dell’immaginarioΒ 
Dranco �ngeli
�indnerΓ �ΒΓ �eissner �Β δ,dsΒζΒ δ̈́0̓͋ζΒ The Routledge Companion to Urban 
ImaginariesΒ�ondonΒ Æoutledge
ÆendellΓ ~ΒΓ Æawes ÂΒ δ̈́00͉ζΒ Spatial ImaginationΒ _n _nnsΓ âΒ δedζΒ δ̈́00͉ζΒ 
$esigning for the ̈́̓st �enturyΒ Eower �shgate
âillΓ ~Β δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Architecture after ArchitectureΒ �rchitecture Doundationχs 
̓00З$ay Ötudio âalkΓ ̈́nd �pril ̈́0̈́0
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Federico Madaro 

͊ͅth  

Dilippo $e ÂieriΓ �_é ~ianΓ
�arco ârisciuoglio

�y research aims at in̄estigating the three Ɠasic scalar urƓan elements of housesΓ 
streets and neighƓorhoods in the �hinese conte̊tΒ _nstead of starting from the urƓan 
oƓȘects themsel̄esΓ _ chose to analy̳e the words used to define them in the �hinese 
languageΒ _n the organi̳ation of my le̊icographic materialΓ taken from multiple technicalΓ 
regulatoryΓ and literary sourcesΓ _ draw inspiration from the huge le̊icographic literature 
on architecture and urƓan studiesΓ spanning more than three centuries and widespread 
across all continentsΒ _t is made of dictionaries and encyclopedias that try to mediate 
Ɠetween the two purposes of Ɠeing useful for professionals and Ɠeing accessiƓle for the 
general readersΒ
âhe attention on the lemmata of the original languageΓ rather than on the ,nglish 
definitionsΓ arises sēeral terminological proƓlemsΓ not only in translationΓ Ɠut also in 
the classification of the reference oƓȘectsΓ since they are deeply shaped Ɠy the original 
linguistic conte̊tΒ _n factΓ a rigid ,nglishΨonly framework would oƓscure the culturally 
specific epistemologyΒ 
DurthermoreΓ on the Ɠasis of âopalōΓ ̈́0̓̈́Γ the research will try to understand how 
�hinese people crystalli̳e in words the concepts inherent to the in̄estigated areasΓ 
and how these words help them portray the urƓan phenomena and reinforce their 
understanding in a ̄irtuous circleΒ Âarado̊icallyΓ the language _ use to report the results 
of my proȘect is ,nglishΓ not my motherΨtongueΓ so _ need to ponder carefully all the 
repercussions of this choiceΓ to minimi̳e the friction and to ̄alue the cultural di̸erencesΒ
�y work will not simply produce a language tool for architects or urƓanists working with 
�hinaΒ âhe work is intendedΓ insteadΓ as an e̊ploration of a meaningful portion of the 
�hinese culture and an in̄estigation of the words �hinese people use to descriƓe itΒ 
Ęhat _ claim is a deΨĘesterni̳ation of any specialistic field of researchΒ âhe tendency 
to ̄alidate any concept of the culture oƓȘect of study through the comparison with 
presumaƓly similar concepts of the ,uroΨ�merican culture is an unacceptaƓle shortcutΓ 
orΓ in the worst caseΓ an attempt at reΨestaƓlishing an imperialistic ̄ision of the worldΒ
âhe method of terminological classification encompasses the selection of the most 
significant charactersΤmorphemes referring to the semantic areas of the researchΓ 
the analysis of their ethimology and usage in historyΓ andΓ finallyΓ their usage in modern 
�hineseΒ _ proceed then to analy̳e the relatīe polysyillaƓic terms thatΓ thanks to the 
comƓination of meanings of each characterΓ form a semantically detailed ̄ocaƓulary of 
the cityΒ
�n important part of the work is the analysis of the di̸erencesΓ Ɠut also of the semantic 
ōerlapping of the terms with the correspondent ,nglish eʉuīalentsΓ with the aim 
of defining a translation strategy and negotiating feasiƓle solutions that reclaim the 
epistemic authority of the culture oƓȘect of study δcentrality of the �hinese conceptsζΒ 
Dor e̊ampleΓ the terms and represent a perfect e̊ample of the e̊treme comple̊ity of 
the analysis of the semantic traits of the τhouseυ areaΓ which we take for granted in a 
monoΨlinguistic conte̊tΓ Ɠut represent a real challenge in a multiΨlingual comparison of 
the meaningsΓ uses and applicationsΒ _n this caseΓ to Ɠetter understand the di̸erencesΓ 
_ consulted di̸erent kind of sourcesΓ thatΓ firstlyΓ rēealed di̸erent areas of application 
in the contemporary languageΓ often under the in̼uence of the insurgence of specific 
linguistic needs connected to the dēelopment of new scientific disciplines or suƓΨ
disciplinesΒ âhe newΨƓorn termsΓ or the new meaningsΓ not necessarily passed to the 
spoken languageΒ

In international specialized disciplinary research and 
ʯƢĭƔǨǷɅǓΈĭɅƛΓΈǷɅΈʆĭʋʯǷƔʿȦĭʋΓΈǷɅΈʯǨƢΈfiƢȦƛΈɣǑΈ�ǨǷɅƢʣƢΈ
architecture and urban studies, is it possible to conceive a 
new linguistic paradigm that goes beyond an acrytical use of 
English as lingua franca, with all its entrenched institutional 
advantages? Is it possible to imagine a feasible alternative 
ʯǨĭʯΈɣ̄ƢʋƔɣȿƢʣΈʯǨƢΈʯʋĭƛƢΨɣ̸ʣΈƓƢʯ̅ƢƢɅΈĭƔƔƢʣʣǷƓǷȦǷʯ̋ΓΈ
precision, and epistemic diversity?

The Words of the Chinese City, the Chinese Words of 
the City

#chinese city, #chinese housing, #transdisciplinarity

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �e̊icographic materials aƓout the �ity δƓook cōersζΒ 
Digure ̈́ Ψ �eiȘing �ity �apΓ detail δreal estate promotional materialζΒ 
Digure ͅ Ψ Drom �heng to �ity δpersonal noteζΒ 
Digure ͆ Ψ âe̊tual sources aƓout the �hinese cityΒ 

Sources 
$erridaΓ ~Β δ͇̓͋͊ζΒ “Des Tours de BabelΓυ in $i̸erence in âranslationΒ ͊~ΒDΒ 
ErahamΓ âransΒζΒ _thacaΓ �ΒĞΒΔ �ornell énīersity ÂressΒ δ�riginally puƓlished 
in Öemeia ͇̓ δ̓͋͋̓ζΔ ͅЗ͆ͅΒ
~iangΓ �ΒΓ and ĞΒ �ei δ,dsΒζ δ̈́00͆ζΒ Zhongguo dabaike quanshu: Jianzhu, 
yuanlin, chengshi guihua 中国大百科全书: 建筑, 园林, 城市规划 [Great 
,ncyclopedia of �hinaΔ �rchitectureΓ �andscape EardensΓ érƓan 
ÂlanningξΒ Ĩhongguo $aƓaike Äuanshu �huƓansheΒ
�nappΓ ÆΒ EΒΓ and �Β �o δedsΒζ δ̈́00͇ζΒ House Home Family: Living & Being 
ChineseΒ énīersity of Zawaiҗi Âress in cooperation with �hina _nstituteΒ 
�i EΒ δ,dΒζ δ̓͋͋͋Ӟ́00͇ζ Zhongguo Tumu Jianzhu Baike Cidian 中国土木建筑
百科辞典: An Encyclopedia of Architecture and Civil Engineering of ChinaΒ 
̓0 ̄olsΒ Ĩhongguo ~ian̳hu Eongye �huƓansheΒ
�iuΓ EΒ δ,dΒζ δ̓͋͋̓ζΒ Zhongwai chengshi zhishi cidian 中外城市知识辞
典 μ$ictionary of �hinese and Doreign érƓan �nowledgeξΒ Ĩhongguo 
�hengshi �huƓansheΒ
�icolescuΓ �Β δ̈́00̈́ζΒ Manifesto of TrandisciplinarityΒ δ�riginal edition in 
DrenchΓ ͈̓͋͋Β �Ψ�Β ėossΓ âransΒζΒ Ötate énīersity of �ew Ğork ÂressΒ
âopalo Γ̄ �ΒΓ �Β �oudroy de �illeΓ ~ΒΨ�Β $epaule and �Β �arin δedsΒζΒ δ̈́0̓0ζΒ 
L’aventure des mots de la ville à travers le temps, les langues et les 
sociétésΒ ÂarisΔ ÆoƓert �a̸ontΒ
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Michele Rinaldi   

͊ͅth  

Eaia �aramellinoΓ Dredie 
DlorƤ  
    

âhis study e̊amines the history of an ōerlooked housing typology in the history of _talian 
residential architecture that Ɠecame widespread in the early ̈́0th centuryΔ the singleΨ
person dwellingΒ _t focuses on how this housing type was receīed in the _talian conte̊tΓ 
e̊ploring models and representations emerging through housing proȘects and interior 
designs from the ̓͋ͅ0s to the ͇̓͋0sΒ
_n the early ̈́0th centuryΓ singlehoodΓ emƓlematic of new emancipated lifestylesΓ 
Ɠecame central to international architectural deƓatesΒ Zousing for singles was widely 
featured in the main architectural media of the timeΓ epitomising progress and modernityΒ
$uring this periodΓ _taly followed a di̸erent traȘectoryΒ _n Dascist _talyΓ the architectural 
narratīe largely ser̄ed ideological e̸orts to promote the familyΕ howēerΓ analysis 
of both architectural and non-specialist media reveals several housing proposals for 
singlesΒ ,̊hiƓitions like the ͇th and ͈th �ilan âriennials featured designs such as Dranco 
�lƓiniχs Ötan̳a per un uomo δ͈̓͋ͅζΓ while Æosa �enni Eiolliχs ̓͋ͅͅ article �a casa di una 
donna solaΓ puƓlished in the womenχs maga̳ine ,̄aΓ demonstrates that the theme also 
resonated with womenΓ a group largely marginalised in _talian housing discourseΒ
�fter the warΓ models conceīed in the interwar years permeated the culture of 
reconstruction and the _talian φeconomic miracleΒχ ,̊amples include �uigi �orettiχs �ase 
alƓergo δ͉̓͋͆Ϊ͇0ζ and �nollχs Öoggiorno di uno scapolo for the ͇͉̓͋ �omo e̊hiƓitionΒ 
âhese are not isolated e̊amples in the _talian conte̊tΓ Ɠut are rooted in lateΨ̓͋thΨcentury 
precedents such as the é�χs Æowton Zouses and �ilanχs �lƓergo popolare δ̓͋0̓ζΓ 
highlighting a longer genealogy of housing for single peopleΒ
âhis study concentrates on the first and second postwar periodsΓ when singlehood 
gained recognition as a modern social condition due to the e̊ceptional numƓer of single 
men and women in _talian demographic historyΒ Ęartime transformationsΓ including 
womenχs laƓour emancipationΓ demographic shiftsΓ and economic crisesΓ fostered the 
need for new housing solutionsΒ Ęhile singleΨperson dwellings remained largely aƓsent 
in architectural historiographyΓ this research e̊plores how _talian architects responded to 
ēol̄ing lifestylesΓ gender rolesΓ and household structuresΒ
�hallenging the dominance of the nuclear family in _talian housing narratīesΓ the 
study addresses representations and typologies of domestic interiors for singles 
across e̊hiƓitionsΓ puƓlicationsΓ and mass mediaΒ _t in̄estigates those proȘects and 
e̊perimentations through the lens of tropes such as the single workerΓ the o̹ce workerΓ 
the settlerΓ the dandyΓ the professionalΓ and single womenΓ among othersΓ and places 
them in tension with constructions of masculinityΓ gender prescriptionsΓ prīacyΓ and 
sur̄eillanceΒ âhe studyΓ which addresses the home from Ɠoth the housing programme 
and the domestic interior perspectīesΓ draws on three lēels of analysisΔ normatīeΓ 
specialistΓ and mass cultureΒ âhusΓ an intersection of sources is necessary to prōide a 
comprehensīe understanding of the topicΒ
âhe approach taken in this research is firmly grounded in the methodsΓ strategiesΓ and 
sources of historical researchΓ encompassing a range of studies and fields that hāe 
approached the topic from the perspectīes of domestic interior and design historyΓ 
social historyΓ and moreΒ âhese analyses reʉuire a dual operational mode ƓasedΓ on the 
one handΓ on a nōel perspectīe on archīal materials andΓ on the otherΓ on secondary 
and e̊isting sourcesΓ situating the research within recent scholarship that has shown 
renewed interest in the topic ōer the past decadeΒ
éltimatelyΓ the study contriƓutes to architectural and housing histories Ɠy tracing 
how the design of singleΨperson dwellings re̼ected and shaped new ways of līing in 
̈́0thΨcentury _talyΓ foregrounding a topic that remains highly relēant to todayχs shifting 
domestic conditionsΒ

How did Italian architectural discourse and production 
from the 1930s to the 1950s both respond to and shape the 
diverse conditions of singlehood through housing models 
and domestic interiors?

Housing the Singles. Models, Policies, and 
Experimentations in the Italian Domestic Culture and 
Space, 1930s-50s

#housing, #interiors, #singlehood

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ  Eiulio �inolettiΓ Âerspectīe drawingsΓ �ppartamentino da 
scapolo del dottor Âaolo ZasenmayerΓ �ilanΓ ͈̓͋ͅΒ ÖourceΔ �oiΓ �aria 
�ristinaΓ Eiulio �inolettiΓ and ,lena âriun̄eriΒ �ltre un rettangolo di cielo Δ 
interni milanesi di Eiulio �inolettiΒ �endrisioΔ �endrisio �cademy ÂressΓ 
̈́0̓̓Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ �noll _nternational _talyΓ Öoggiorno di uno scapoloΓ �olori e 
forme nella casa dχoggiΓ ėilla �lmoΓ ͇̓͋ Β͉ ÖourceΔ �olori e Dorme �ella 
�asa dχoggiΔ ėilla �omunale $ellχ�lmoΒ ,̊hiƓition catalogueΓ ͇̓͋ Β͉

Sources 
$e ErootΓ ~ΒΓ $ēosΓ _ΒΓ Ϙ ÖchmidtΓ �Β δ,dsΒζΒ δ̈́0͇̓ζΒ Single Life and the City 
1200–1900Β Âalgrāe �acmillan é�Β
,ckhold ÖassinΓ ,Β δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Single People and Mass Housing in Germany, 
1850–1930Β �loomsƓury ėisual �rtsΒ
,isenΓ �Β δ̈́0̓̈́ζΒ Vom Ledigenheim zum BoardinghouseΒ �autypologie 
und Eesellschaftstheorie Ɠis ̳um ,nde der Ęeimarer ÆepuƓlikΒ EeƓrΒ 
�ann ėerlagΒ
ÂreciadoΓ �Β δ̈́0̓ͅζΒ Gender, Sexuality, and the Biopolitics of Architecture: 
From the Secret Museum to PlayboyΒ
ÖchmidΓ ÖΒΓ ,ƓerleΓ $ΒΓ Ϙ ZugentoƓlerΓ �Β δ̈́0̓͋ζΒ A History of Collective 
Living: Models of Shared LivingΒ �irkhũuserΒ
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Federica Serra

͊ͅth

Antonio De Rossi

_��

A prevalent historical-political narrative has positioned cities and mountains as opposing 
forcesΓ with mountains seen as suƓordinate and e̊ploited for resources and tourismΒ 
Æecent changesΓ especially highlighted during the pandemicΓ hāe challenged this 
̄iewΓ e̊posing the weaknesses of planning Ɠased on separation and specialisationΒ âhis 
fact has negatīely impacted Ɠoth mountain and urƓan areasΓ leading to pōerty in the 
mountains and declining urƓan attractīeness due to pollution and unemploymentΒ 
âhe relationship Ɠetween city and mountain is significant in _talyΓ with many metropolitan 
cities incorporating mountainous regionsΓ and it has sparked renewed interest in the 
urƓanΨmountain connection e̊emplified Ɠy the word τmetromountainυΒ âhis concept 
has recently acʉuired operational significanceΓ as demonstrated Ɠy the estaƓlishment 
of dedicated gōernmental departments δeΒgΒ in âurin and �uneoζ and strategic planning 
frameworks δeΒgΒ the Ötrategic Âlan for the âerre del �on̄iso and the Ötrategic Âlan of the 
�etropolitan �ity of âurin ̈́0̈́͆Ӟ́0͈̈́ζΒ
�ēerthelessΓ current literature lacks a re̼ection on the physical and architectural 
dimension of metromountain dynamicsΓ which hāe thus far Ɠeen addressed in aƓstractΓ 
nonΨspatialised termsΒ âhis dissertation aims to fill that gap Ɠy in̄estigating the material 
configurations of cityΨmountain relations and proposing the concept of e̊change 
places as dēices capaƓle of actīatingΓ sustainingΓ or transforming such relationshipsΓ 
particularly regarding welfare dynamicsΒ 
âhe research follows two main traȘectoriesΔ firstlyΓ it defines the concept of the e̊change 
device through case study analysis assessing the role of architectural design in 
enhancing its ̼e̊iƓility and e̸ectīenessΕ secondlyΓ it maps the dynamics of urƓanΨ
mountain welfare e̊change in the Âiedmont region to e̊plore how such dēices might 
in̼uence future traȘectories of metromountain welfareΒ 
âhese e̊change dēices are understood as physical spaces for ser̄ice prōision and 
shared useΓ capaƓle of supplementing traditional welfare infrastructureΓ which is often 
typologically rigidΓ with design solutions adaptaƓle to local needs and social changeΒ 
� key element of the study is the comparison Ɠetween the Âiedmontese case and 
the �anton of ėalais in Öwit̳erlandΓ another metromountain region that has followed 
a di̸erent traȘectoryΓ supported Ɠy longΨstanding federal policies and infrastructure 
in̄estments that hāe reinforced urƓan and mountain integrationΒ ėalais ser̄es as a 
di̸erent model illustrating how a cooperatīe institutional framework and targeted 
puƓlic in̄estment can result in more accessiƓle and widespread welfare systems that 
genuinely support mountain territories and foster Ɠalanced interΨterritorial relationsΒ 
Âreliminary findings show that e̊change places ̄ary in form and function depending on 
their conte̊t Ɠut share a hyƓrid nature focused more on shared use than consumption 
and more on pro̊imity than centralisationΒ �rchitectural design emerges as a key factor 
in ensuring the e̹cacyΓ the inclusīenessΓ and the longΨterm sustainaƓility of such 
dēicesΒ âhrough theoretical elaƓoration and proȘectΨƓased analysisΓ this study seeks 
to contriƓute to the growing Ɠody of research on metromountain dynamicsΓ o̸ering a 
conceptual and practical framework for designing and implementing e̊change dēices 
Ɠetween urƓan and mountain territoriesΒ 
âhe research conclusionsΓ enriched Ɠy a transnational comparisonΓ aim to inform future 
policies and practices promoting a renewed ̄ision of integrated territorial dēelopment 
and distriƓuted welfareΒ

ĘǨĭʯΈʋƢȦĭʯǷɣɅʣǨǷʆʣΈƛƢfiɅƢΈȿƢʯʋɣȿɣʿɅʯĭǷɅΈ̅ƢȦǑĭʋƢΈƛ̋ɅĭȿǷƔʣΓΈ
and how can the architectural design of exchange hubs 
contribute to territorial rebalancing between urban and 
mountain areas?

Entre-Deux. The Construction of Welfare Exchange 
Hubs as Devices For Urban-Mountain Rebalancing.

#metromountain, #exchange devices, #welfare 

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ âhe illustration is a collage that descriƓes the research structureΓ 
highlighting its four main partsΒ ,̊cept where e̊plicitly statedΓ the images 
included in the illustration were created Ɠy the authorΒ

Sources 
�arƓeraΓ DΒΓ $e ÆossiΓ �Β δ,dsΒζΒ δ̈́0̈́̓ζΒ Metromontagna. Un progetto per 
riabitare l’ItaliaΒ $on̳elliΒ
�orradoΓ DΒ δ,dζΒ δ̈́0̈́̓ζΒ Urbano Montano. Verso nuove configurazioni e 
progetti di territorioΒ Dranco �ngeliΒ
�linenƓergΓ ,Β δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ Palaces for the People: How Social Infrastructure 
Can Help Fight Inequality, Polarization, and the Decline of Civic LifeΒ 
�rownΒ
âomaneyΓ ~Β and others δ̈́0̈́ͅζΓ “Social infrastructure and ‘left-behind 
places”Γ in Æegional ÖtudiesΒ doiΔ ̓0Β̓0͊0Τ00͆͆ͅͅ0͆Β̈́0̈́ͅΒ̈́̈́̈́͆͊̈́͊
�oren̳ettiΓ �ΒΓ �eggeroΓ ÆΒ δ,dsΒζΒ δ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ _ ser̄i̳i di prossimitű come Ɠeni 
comuniΒ éna nuōa prospettīa per la montagnaΒ $on̳elliΒ
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Laura Villa Baroncelli

͊ͅth

�arco ârisciuoglioΓ �uigi 
Buzzacchi

âransitional �orphologies

âhe resurgence of fortified Ɠordersάnow ̄isiƓle in ōer ͇͆и of countriesάsignals a shift 
in how territorial control is materially enacted and politically ȘustifiedΒ _ncreasingly framed 
through the language of national securityΓ these structures function as instruments 
of contemporary spatial gōernanceΔ fragmentedΓ uneʉualΓ and performatīeΓ often 
responding not to direct threats Ɠut to structural asymmetries in wealthΓ gōernanceΓ 
and moƓility δâauƓenƓɭck et alΒΓ ̈́0̈́ͅζΒ Ęhile their shortΨterm political ̄isiƓility is 
ēidentΓ their longΨterm e̸ectīeness and Ɠroader spatial impacts remain significantly 
understudiedΒ

� key Ɠarrier to this analysis is the inconsistency of āailaƓle dataΒ �s noted Ɠy the 
,uropean Âarliament δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΓ information on fortifications remains fragmentedΓ 
contradictoryΓ and incompleteΒ âhis limitationάoften tied to security concernsάis 
compounded by broader issues in transborder studies: divergent data collection 
methods and definitions across regions make largeΨscaleΓ comparatīe research 
di̹cultΒ âo address thisΓ the proȘect dēelops a gloƓal geodataƓase of the current 
wallscapeΓ integrating gōernment recordsΓ historical archīesΓ and satellite imageryΒ âhe 
study uses Zarmoni̳ed �ighttime �ight δZ�â�ζ data to support consistent measurement 
of urƓan morphogenesis across casesΓ which o̸ers standardi̳ed temporal cōerage 
despite known ̄isiƓility Ɠiasesάespecially in underΨlit or informally urƓani̳ed areasΒ 
Dollowing analytical con̄entionάassuming Ɠorder e̸ects concentrate within a ͉0 kmΨ
wide corridor δÂinkōskiyΓ ̈́0͉̓ζάthe research estimates that fortification can potentially 
in̼uence a territorial footprint of ͆Β̓͆ million km΀Γ an area comparaƓle to the ,uropean 
énionΒ
âhe dissertation uses an ēent study framework to in̄estigate whether fortified 
Ɠorders reshape urƓan form Ɠased on three spatial metricsάurƓan areaΓ perimeterΓ 
and a disconnection inde̊άe̊tracted from Z�â� dataΒ Docusing on uncontested 
administratīe ƓordersΓ the analysis wants to isolate the potential e̸ects of fortification 
as a secondaryΓ partially e̊ogenous inter̄entionΒ �y ʉuantifying change ōer timeΓ the 
research e̊plores how form Ɠecomes a site of gōernanceάshaped not only Ɠy direct 
inter̄entionsΓ such as physical Ɠarriers Ɠut also through di̸use deterrent strategies that 
fragment the ̄isual and social landscapeΒ érƓan form is approached as a spatial common 
goodΔ a structural condition that sustains accessΓ continuityΓ and eʉuitaƓle land useΓ 
while remaining ̄ulneraƓle to degradationΒ Dortification can distort this formάaltering 
morphology and reducing spatial cohesionΒ �uilding on e̊isting literatureΓ this framework 
positions urƓan morphology as re̼ectīe of economic conditions and capaƓle of 
in̼uencing them δZarariΓ ̈́0̈́0ζΓ warranting closer scrutiny in spatial gōernance deƓatesΒ

�eyond systemic analysisΓ the study incorporates field oƓser̄ations to document how 
securiti̳ation e̊tends Ɠeyond unauthori̳ed crossingsάoperating through designed 
amƓiguity and suƓtle e̊clusion δErahamΓ ̈́0̓̓ζΒ $rawing on Ęei̳manχs concept of 
militari̳ed landscapes as instruments of spatial fragmentation δĘei̳manΓ ̈́00͉ζΓ these 
microΨscale accounts e̊pose spaces that appear puƓlic yet are rendered inaccessiƓle 
through spatial cuesΓ sur̄eillanceΓ or controlled neglectάraising ʉuestions aƓout how 
fortification erodes spatial commonsΒ
�uilding on this foundationΓ the study dēelops a critical atlas of fortified Ɠordersά
mapping the infrastructures and the territorial disruptions they produceΒ

Zɣ̅ΈƛɣΈǑɣʋʯǷfiƢƛΈƓɣʋƛƢʋʣΈʆʋɣƛʿƔƢΈʣʆĭʯǷĭȦΈƛǷʣʯɣʋʯǷɣɅʣΓΈ
fragment urban form, and contribute to the erosion of 
the commons through deterrence-based territorial 
governance?

�ʋɣȡƢɅΈÖǨĭʆƢʣΒΈDɣʋʯǷfiƢƛΈ�ɣʋƛƢʋʣΈĭɅƛΈʯǨƢΈ
Disappearance of the Commons

Σfortified ƓordersΓ ΣntlΓ Σerosion of the commons

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ ÆedistriƓution of careΒ Âiedras �egrasΓ �e̊icoΓ photo  Ɠy the 
authorΓ ̈́0̈́͆Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ �onstruction of the Ɠorder wall on the �arry �Β Eoldwater Æange 
aƓoard ���Ö ĞumΒ éΒÖΒ �arine �orps photo Ɠy ��plΒ EaƓrielle ÖandersΓ 
̈́0̈́0Β

Sources 
ZarariΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Cities in bad shape: Urban geometry in IndiaΒ �merican 
,conomic ~ournalΔ �pplied ,conomicsΓ ̓̈́δ͆ζΓ ̓Ϊͅ0Β
ErahamΓ ÖΒ δ̈́0̓̓ζΒ Cities under siege: The new military urbanismΒ ėersoΒ
ÂinkōskiyΓ �Β �Β δ̈́0͉̓ζΒ Growth discontinuities at bordersΒ ~ournal of 
,conomic ErowthΓ ̈́̈́δ̈́ζΓ ͇̓͆Ϊ̓͋̈́Β
âauƓenƓɭckΓ ZΒΓ �ttoΓ �ΒΓ Eˎl̳auΓ DΒΓ Ϙ �auΓ ÖΒ δ̈́0̈́ͅζΒ Border regions 
across the globe: Analyzing border typologies, economic and political 
disparities, and development dynamicsΒ �pplied EeographyΓ ͇̓̓Γ ̓0͈͈̈́͊Β
Ęei̳manΓ ,Β δ̈́00͉ζΒ Zollow landΔ _sraelχs architecture of occupationΒ 
ėersoΒ
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WU Hongye

͊ͅth  

�ichela �arosioΓ �ichela 
Rosso

âransitional �orphologies

érƓan scholars hāe Ɠeen e̊ploring for a long time the relationship Ɠetween urƓan 
form and human e̊perience δēeryday lifeζΓ from the ad̄ocacy for organic and 
spontaneous city growth Ɠy ~ane ~acoƓs to the concept of legiƓility of the city and 
mental mapping Ɠy �ēin �ynchΓ to the argument of the τright to the cityυ Ɠy Zenri 
�efeƓ̄reΓ and to the τlife Ɠetween Ɠuildingsυ and the human scale Ɠy ~an EehlΓ whose 
ideas continue to shape our understanding aƓout how we make cities and how we līe 
in the citiesΒ ZowēerΓ for decadesΓ ̳oning and highΨdensity dēelopmentΓ central 
to rapid δreζdēelopment of many urƓan areasΓ are often seen as necessary tools for 
accommodating increasing populations and economic actīitiesΒ âraditional urƓan 
planning approaches that prioriti̳e control and fi̊ed functionality stand in contrast to 
design that emƓrace unpredictaƓility and change δÖennettΓ ̈́0̓͊ζΓ challenging the ̄ery 
̄isions these scholars ad̄ocatedΒ �lthough the pro̊imity facilitated Ɠy highΨdensity 
līing o̸ers significant accessiƓility to workplacesΓ ser̄icesΓ and dīerse actīitiesΓ it also 
leads to unintended social interactions and psychological stressΒ Ęithin the conte̊t of 
e̊tensīe urƓan displacement and rapid redēelopment in �hinese citiesΓ it is argued 
that dismantling estaƓlished neighƓorhoods can negatīely a̸ect urƓan sustainaƓilityΕ 
conseʉuentlyΓ positīe social oƓȘectīes must Ɠe carefully considered in the process of 
urƓan redēelopmentΒ _n todayχs conte̊tΓ these τsolutionsυ are increasingly ʉuestioned 
through the lens of the sustainaƓle dēelopment goals δÖ$EsζΒ âhe challenge lies not only 
in designing sustainaƓle cities Ɠut in fostering spaces that are inclusīeΓ adaptaƓleΓ and 
capaƓle of responding to the comple̊ dynamics of urƓan lifeΒ 
âhe duality of the city δÖennettΓ ̈́0̓͊ζάas Ɠoth a physical construct δ̄illeζ and social 
e̊perience δcitƤζάemphasi̳es this importance of creating urƓan en̄ironments that 
emƓrace comple̊ity and adaptaƓility δÖtāridesΓ ̈́00͈ζΒ âhe tension Ɠetween these two 
aspects is central to the discourse of open formΓ where ̼e̊iƓility and openness facilitate 
the dynamics in the urƓan en̄ironment that can ēol̄e in response to societal needsΒ 
�pen forms align with this emerging trend in architecture and urƓanismΓ including the 
concepts of soft cityΓ open cityΓ porous cityΓ and sponge cityΓ all of which emphasi̳e 
̼e̊iƓility and ecological resilience through opennessΒ âhis research stands for an 
τopenυ δor τporousυζ approach to urƓan designΓ where amƓiguity and e̊perimentation 
are ̄aluedΒ âhe concept of urƓan porosityΓ often employed as a metaphor δĘolfrumΓ 
̈́0̓͊ζ in urƓan studies and design discourseΓ Ɠroadly refers to the degree of openness 
and permeaƓility in the urƓan faƓricΓ re̼ecting how interconnected and accessiƓle 
spaces within a cityΒ ZowēerΓ works that focus on urƓan porosity are still scarce and 
the distinction Ɠetween porosity and permeaƓility in an urƓan conte̊t hasnχt Ɠeen 
clarified Ϊ Ɠoth terms tend to Ɠe used indiscriminately and often inaccuratelyΒ _n the 
meantimeΓ studies that estaƓlish the criteria that assure porosity and try to understand 
how urƓan porosity ēol̄ed are yet unknownΒ âhusΓ this work aims to address these 
gapsΒ DirstΓ it e̊amines the tåonomy of open forms and the concept of porosityάnot 
merely in terms of open space ratio δ�ÖÆζάand their role in contriƓuting to the longΨterm 
̄itality and inclusīity of urƓan spaceΓ as porosity is an important indicator in addition 
to densityΓ which is the more familiar one to urƓan planners and designersΒ ÖecondΓ it 
rēiews and in̄estigates ̄arious perspectīes and dimensions of urƓan porosity and their 
representationsΓ e̊ploring their relēance to urƓan form character and the process of 
urƓan designΒ _n this studyΓ urƓan porosity is approached through ̄arious interconnected 
dimensions Ψ spatialΓ ̄isualΓ socialΨfunctionalΓ en̄ironmental and temporal porosity Ψ all 
of which are linked to urƓan morphology and integrated into the formulation of urƓan 
porosity formula δinde̊ζΒ DinallyΓ through case studiesΓ it collates these measures and the 
forms of openness into a matri̊Γ a toolkit to assistΓ formali̳e and assess design claimsΓ 
design processes and resultsΒ âhe outcome of this researchΓ thereforeΓ is a matri̊ at 
multiple dimensions to designing and regenerating urƓan spacesΓ with a particular focus 
on open forms that also fill the gaps in urƓan design and urƓan morphology studiesΒ âhe 
research method is critical and descriptive-analytic and data collection is conducted 
with empirical and the literature research methodsΒ 

ĘǨĭʯΈĭʋƢΈʯǨƢΈʣǷǓɅǷfiƔĭɅʯΈ̄ĭʋǷĭƓȦƢʣΈǷɅΈʯǨƢΈʆɣʋɣʣǷʯ̋ΈǑɣʋȿʿȦĭΈʯǨĭʯΈ
contribute to a deeper understanding of urban porosity–
beyond just the open space ratio (OSR)–and shape a more 
inclusive and adaptable city?

Porosity and Open Forms. Interpreting the Form of 
Openness in Urban Morphological Transition and 
Complexity

#urban porosity, #urban form, #openness

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ  �nalogy Ɠetwwen the concept of porosity in material science 
and in urƓan morphologyΓ  Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0̈́͆Β

Sources 
ÂontΓ �Β �Γ ZauptΓ ÂΒ δ̈́0̈́ͅζΒ Spacematrix: Space, Density and Urban FormΒ 
âé $elft �Â,� ÂuƓlishingΒ 
ÖalatΓ ÖΒΓ Ϙ �scherΓ DΒ δ̈́0̓0ζΒ Cities and Forms: On Sustainable UrbanismΒ 
ÆoutledgeΒ
ÖennettΓ ÆΒ δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ Building and Dwelling: Ethics for the CityΒ Âenguin 
�ooksΒ
ÖtāridesΓ ÖΒ δ̈́00͈ζΒ Heterotopias and the experience of porous urban 
spaceΒ _n �Β �Β DrankΓ ÄΒ ÖtēensΓ δ,dΒζΓ �oose ÖpaceΔ ÂossiƓility and 
$īersity in érƓan �ife δ̓st edΒΓ ppΒ ͉̓͆ З̓͋̈́ζΒ ÆoutledgeΒ
ĘolfrumΓ ÖΒ δedΒζΒ δ̈́0̓͊ζΓ Porous City from Metaphor to Urban AgendaΒ 
�irkhũuserΒ
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Even though the origins of Western European architecture are linked to human dying 
δ�ol̄inΓ ̓͋͋̓ζΓ and it is the mound of earth in the wood that �oos points to as an 
uneʉuīocal e̊ample of architecture δ�oosΓ ̓͋̓0ζΓ todayχs architecture for death often 
Ɠelongs to the long list of Ɠuildings a̸ected Ɠy the Ęeilean phenomenon of uprootingΓ 
whose only purpose is to respond to a function δ�iraghiΓ ̈́0̈́̓ζΒ âhis situation results from 
a slow transformation of the mentalitƤ collectīe towards human mortalityΒ �n ēolution 
that can Ɠe seen in funerary art and architecture went from undisputed symƓolic forms 
capaƓle of e̊pressing the essence of the time δÂanofskyΓ ͈̓͋͆ζ toΓ from the �aroʉue 
onwardsΓ the e̊pression of an ēent that was less and less comprehensiƓle through 
shared ̄aluesΒ _n the twentieth centuryΓ death Ɠecame a taƓoo δEorerΓ ͇͇̓͋ζΓ closely 
linked to its ̄isiƓility lēel in the city δ�riǀsΓ ͉͇̓͋ζΒ _n this processΓ the widespread di̸usion 
of the practice of cremation in recent decades has seemed to some to be a further step 
towards the loss of the physicality of death in the urƓan conte̊t andΓ thereforeΓ towards 
the disappearance of funerary architecture andΓ conseʉuentΓ unintended transformation 
of all space into the space of death δÆagonΓ ̓͋͊̓ζΒ
âhe cremationχs social and en̄ironmental impact is fuelling the deƓate aƓout an 
articulated infrastructure that prōides ceremonial spaces for farewellsΓ ser̄ices for the 
līingΓ and spaces for the deadΒ �rematoria are among those Ɠuildings necessary for an 
increasingly multicultural and secularised societyΓ characterised Ɠy ēol̄ing funerary 
practicesΓ ritual Ɠehāiour and memorial con̄entionsΒ Drom a political point of ̄iewΓ 
these ceremonial spaces are crucial in witnessing a shift in centuriesΨold customs linked 
to the �hristianisation of ,uropean societyΒ Drom an architectural point of ̄iewΓ they 
are eʉually important when understood as a field of disciplinary e̊perimentationΒ âhis 
perspectīe is ēident in �elgiumΓ a country whereΓ in ̈́00ͅΓ a law was enacted to e̊clude 
prīate companies from the construction of crematoria δ$uƓoisΓ ̈́0̓͋ζΕ since ̈́00͊Γ 
sēeral crematoria hāe Ɠeen Ɠuilt in Dlanders through the �pen �all award procedure 
guided Ɠy the team of the Dlemish Eōernment �rchitectΒ âhe initiatīe of anticipating 
the increase in demand transcends mere utilitarian logic and is centred around social 
inclusīenessΒ �oreōerΓ the decision to entrust crematoria design to international 
competitions anchors the practice of cremation with significant architectural e̊pression 
δ�iefoogheΓ ̈́0̈́̓ζΒ
Ötarting from e̊ploring the spatial implications of certain recent phenomena regarding 
mourningΓ deathΓ disposal and Ɠurial methods in the ,uropean conte̊tΓ the research 
focuses on how spaces for the celeƓration of a unīersal rite of passage δėan EennepΓ 
̓͋0͋ζ are shaped to re̼ect the e̊istential conditions and needs of contemporary society 
while promoting socialΓ cultural and ecological innōationΒ Æecent crematoria Ɠuilt in 
Dlanders ser̄e as a testing groundΓ the suƓȘect of comparatīe ēaluation conducted 
through analysis of competition documentationΓ reΨdrawingΓ field oƓser̄ationΓ and 
inter̄iews to identify themes and ʉuestions relēant to the current architectural deƓateΒ 
âhe Dlemish e̊perience allows to e̊tract design tools capaƓle of addressing an urgent 
phenomenonΒ âhe architectural ethnography perspectīe and oral history helps to 
understand the relationships Ɠetween spacesΓ artefactsΓ and people estaƓlished in 
proȘectsΒ �dditionallyΓ a phenomenological lens is used to in̄estigate how the authorsχ 
narratīes and architectural choices address the e̊periential ʉualities of architectureΓ 
aiming to in̼uence peopleχs e̊periencesΒ ÖpecificallyΓ it is a ʉuestion of re̼ecting on 
how aesthetic repertoiresΓ which since archaic times hāe Ɠeen called upon to actīate 
a symƓolic world to accompany people emotionally and psychicallyΓ resonate today 
with emerging needs and technological innōation when asked to translate aƓsence into 
formΒ

When architecture is called upon to give meaning to the 
experience of farewell, which conceptual categories 
can it draw upon to reconcile human mortality with the 
complexities of the contemporary condition?

Celebrating Absence. Contemporary Architecture for 
Farewell Rituals

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ ėiew of �laus en �aanΓ �rematorium ZeimolenΓ ÖintΨ�iklaas 
δ�,ζΓ ̈́00͊Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ ,duardo Öouto de �oura Ϙ Öé�ÂroȘectΓ �rematorium éit̳ichtΓ 
�ortriȘk δ�,ζΓ ̈́0̓̓Ε Æ�ÆΒ
Digure ͅ Ψ �rʉuitectes Ϙ �oussƤe Ϙ Eoris �rchitectenΓ �rematorium 
ZofheideΓ ZolsƓeek δ�,ζΓ ̈́0̓ͅΒ
Digure ͆ Ψ �hristian �ieckens Ϙ $�,Γ �rematorium $aelhofΓ ĨemstΓ ̈́0͇̓Ε 
���� �rchitectenΒ
Digure ͇ Ψ �rematorium ÖiesegemΓ �alst δ�,ζΓ ̈́0̓͊Ε �̹ce �E$ėÖ Ϙ 
Æichard ėenletΓ �rematoriumΒ
Digure ͈ Ψ ÂolderƓosΓ �stendΓ ̈́0̈́̓ Ψ photo Ɠy the authorΒ
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competition. The Open Call in a Changing Building CultureΒ Dlanders 
�rchitecture _nstituteΔ âeam ėlaams �ouwmeesterΒ
ÆagonΓ �Β δ͈̓͋͊ζΒ Lo spazio della morte. Saggio sull’architettura, la 
decorazione e l’urbanistica funerariaΒ δEΒ ÂriscoΓ âransζΒ �apoliΔ Euida 
,ditoriΒ δ�riginal work puƓlished in ̓͋͊̓ζΒ
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âhe emergence of new nationΨstates in the midΨ̈́0th century signified a profound shift 
in the gloƓal conceptuali̳ation of cīili̳ation and geographyΒ �rchitectureΓ during this 
transformatīe eraΓ Ɠecame emƓlematic of enduring human societiesΓ creatīityΓ and 
political ideologiesΓ significantly shaping how modernityΓ cultureΓ and national identities 
were imagined within emergent conte̊tsΒ 
âhis research critically e̊amines the ēolution of architectural ̄ocaƓularies in postΨ
independence _ndia and �hinaΓ focusing on how nationalist ideologiesΓ deƓates Ɠetween 
international modernism and regional traditionsΓ and the pursuit of national identity 
informed architectural e̊pressionΒ _n the aftermath of economic liƓerali̳ationΓ Ɠoth 
countries e̊perienced rapid urƓani̳ation drīen Ɠy gloƓal capitalismΓ resulting in what 
has Ɠeen termed a φheritage epidemicχάa trend that prioriti̳es preser̄ationΓ often at the 
e̊pense of present and future urƓan needs δÖhah et alΒΓ ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ
âhe thesis looks at postΨindependence architecture in _ndia and �hina and the 
implications of the frameworks of conser̄ation introduced since ̓͋͊0 till ̈́0̈́͆Β 
âhis research seeks to address this critical gap Ɠy interrogating gloƓal and national 
conser̄ation frameworks and institutional discoursesΓ ultimately proposing the need for 
a conte̊tΨspecificΓ nonΨĘestern approach to heritageΒ Dor this purposeΓ the study has 
Ɠeen organised into three phasesΒ 
DirstΓ to deconstruct the e̊isting language concerning modernism and heritage 
Ɠeyond ,urocentric ƓiasesΓ drawing inspiration from postcolonial critiʉues articulated 
in τÆethinking EloƓal �odernismυ δÂrakash et alΒΓ ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ âhis has Ɠeen done through 
the second chapter which is relies on postΨcolonial studies and minor literature to 
highlight the marginal ̄oicesΒ âhe study also refers to �eatri̳ �olominaχs positioning of 
architecture not in the world of Ɠuilt oƓȘects Ɠut also in the realm of discourseΒ 
âhe second phase would Ɠe the study of postΨindependence _ndia and �hina from the 
architectural perspective to understand the nuances behind the process of identity 
creation and relating it to the Șustification for heritage conser̄ationΒ _t has Ɠeen carried 
out through the third and fourth chaptersΒ   âhe idea of �ultiple �odernities ad̄ocates 
for repositioning modern architecture within Ɠroader frameworks that challenge colonial 
legacies and prīilege local socioΨcultural narratīes and not Șust as an e̊tension of the 
_nternational styleΤ �ritical Æegionalism tropeΒ �hapter ͆ interrogates prēailing gloƓal 
frameworks Ɠy é�,Ö��Γ _����Ö and the Eetty �onser̄ation _nstituteΓ critiʉuing 
their limited adaptaƓility to the conte̊ts of the EloƓal Öouth and the comple̊ities of 
decoloni̳ationΒ _t then mōes to study the national lēel frameworks prēailing in �hina 
and _ndiaΓ especially for the architecture of the ̈́0th centuryΒ âhe study then steps to 
the capital cities of �eiȘing and $elhi ��âΓ to see how these policies are in practice at 
conser̄ing or highlighting the postΨindependence identityΒ 
âhe third phase would Ɠe to create a new framework or criteria for heritageΓ not as 
monuments Ɠut as līing spacesΒ �y aligning with �rinalini ÆaȘagopalanχs argument for 
preserving modern architecture as sites of collective public history rather than merely 
celeƓrated monumentsΓ the study promotes a decolonial reassessment of conser̄ation 
practicesΒ DurthermoreΓ insights from recent initiatīes such as the τ�odern Zeritage of 
�frica δ�oZo�ζυ conference δ̈́0̈́̈́ζ prōide additional conte̊tΓ underscoring modern 
heritageχs entangled relationship with planetary crises and the unēen socioΨpolitical 
impactsΒ 
éltimatelyΓ the thesis aspires to contriƓute to a more inclusīeΓ conte̊tΨsensitīe 
understanding of heritageΓ positioning architecture as a līedΓ ēol̄ingΓ and culturally 
emƓedded practiceΒ

 How does the ephemeral and rapidly evolving nature of 
Asian cities impact existing global heritage frameworks, and 
how can a parallel study of Beijing and Delhi contribute to a 
new theoritical understanding?

20th century Heritage in Transition. Perspectives from 
India and China 

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ Âictorial representation of EloƓal Zeritage laws and con̄entions 
parallel to _ndia and �hinaΓ Ɠy  the authorΒ 
Digure ̈́ Ψ Âictorial representation of âransnational Dlow of �nowledge and 
�oncepts from the Ęest to ,astΓ Ɠy  the authorΒ 
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ésing the �enter for ZousingΓ �uilding and Âlanning δé��Z�Âζ and �enter for Zuman 
Öettlements δé��ZÖζ as a ƓackdropΓ the thesis traces the role of the énited �ations 
in distriƓuting ideas of e̊pertise and sketching the shape of dēelopmental planningΓ 
Ɠefore mōing to an e̊amination of its proȘects in Ğugoslāia to illustrate relations 
Ɠetween this international organi̳ation and the only eastern ,uropean country to receīe 
such aid within the socialist ƓlocΒ âhe first mission resulted in the Æegional $ēelopment 
Âlan for Öouth �driatic δ͈͉̓͋З͉̓͋̓ζΓ while the second oneΓ was the conseʉuence of 
the catastrophic earthʉuake δ͉̓͋͋ζ resulting in the new Öpatial $ēelopment Âlan of 
�ontenegro δ͉̓͋͋З͇̓͋͊ζΒ âhe ōerarching goal is to uncōer new circuits of knowledge 
distriƓution and the comple̊ institutional patterns through which the ōerlapping �old 
Ęar gloƓali̳ing tendencies intertwined with the domestic socioΨpolitical and urƓanΨ
architectural conte̊tΒ
âhe role of the technical assistance as a diplomatic tool wrought within the é� policy has 
Ɠeen less ̄isiƓle among other unilateral capitalist or communist forms of τworldΨmakingυ 
across geopolitical dīideΒ _n this conte̊tΓ the research aim is twofoldΒ DirstΓ it addresses 
the process of conceptuali̳ationΓ ēolution and implementation of the âechnical 
assistance program in housing Ɠuilding and planning as a common pooling of skills Ϊ a 
multinational cooperatīe e̸ort Ϊ rather than a oneΨway ̼owΓ dēeloped within the é� 
aid mechanism Ɠetween ̓͋͆͋ and ͉͉̓͋Β �lthough the postΨwar aid proȘect was �mericanΓ 
the thesis howēer ad̄ocates the position in which the é� technical assistanceΓ while 
inherently politicalΓ also consisted of a distinctīe internal forces whereƓy the principles 
of aid in selfΨreliance of the independent nations could Ɠe traced within the aid 
conceptuali̳ed and prōided through the dēelopment proȘects of �Z�Â and �ZÖΒ âhe 
assistance in consolidation of the local design and planning institutional frameworksΓ 
collaƓoration Ɠetween foreign δƓoth from ,ast and Ęestζ and domestic actorsΓ 
speciali̳ation schemes δƓoth to the ,ast and ĘestζΓ comprehensīe economic sur̄eys as 
well as the feedƓack to the intellectual Ɠase of the constantly ēol̄ing aid approachΓ are 
Șust some of the features which positioned the é� technical aid system somewhere in the 
τinΨƓetweenυ spectrum of the �old Ęar dīideΒ 
ÖecondΓ the research assesses the position of Ğugoslāia as an important recipient of 
the é� dēelopment policies during the �old Ęar periodΒ âhis includes the ʉuestions 
how did the é�χs program ser̄ed as a legitimi̳ation of the specific socialΓ political 
and economic dynamics of Ğugoslāia and how did é� dēelopment policies aligned 
with the supranational constructs such as the �onΨ�lignment �ōement and selfΨ
managementΚ �ore specificallyΓ the oƓȘectīe of the research is to interrogate the 
contriƓution of the plans to the progressīe economic e̊pansion of the southernmost 
coastal part of ĞugoslāiaΒ Dollowing the knowledge transfer and the refraction process 
Ɠetween the actors of the local planning institutes on one side and the é� actors coming 
Ɠoth from the ,ast and ĘestΓ represents an important oƓȘectīe in deconstructing 
con̄erging in̼uences within the é� aid mechanismΒ �lsoΓ the research aims to illuminate 
in which way the proȘects contriƓuted to the planning traditions of the local urƓanΨ
architectural hierarchy and how did specific conditions declinated di̸erent strategies 
of dēelopment regarding tourist industryΓ protection of the landscape and the 
preser̄ation of the historic settlementsΒ
Âositioning the Ğugoslā case within the Ɠroader conte̊t of the é� internationalist 
engagements and laying down new coordinates within the field of the urƓan 
dēelopment diplomacyΓ the thesis seeks to enact a wider impact in the international 
dēelopmentalist scholarship during the �old ĘarΒ ,̊amining a di̸use genealogy 
Ɠetween actors and actantsΓ agents and agenciesΓ institutions and institutionali̳ationsΓ 
and through it ēaluating the intrinsic ̄alues of the é� technical assistanceΓ the thesis will 
open up new āenues for further e̊amination of the dependent relationship Ɠetween the 
local and the gloƓal conte̊tΒ

What was the UN developmental agency in housing, building 
and planning among other antagonistic “worldmaking” 
projects during the geopolitical divide of the Cold War?

Internationalization of the Yugoslav Periphery: 
UN Development Programs in Socialist Republic of 
�ɣɅʯƢɅƢǓʋɣΈδ͈͉̓͋З̓͋͊͊ζ

Σé�CZ�ÂΓ Σé�CZSΓ Σcold ̅ar
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Digure ̈́ Ψ Drances �oeƓ �iƓraryΓ Zar̄ard énīersity Eraduate Öchool of 
$esignΒ
Digure ͅ Ψ �iscellanious δ�o̊es ̓З̓̈́0ζΒ ÆepuƓlic _nstitute for érƓan 
Âlanning and $esign of �ontenegro �rchīeΒ 

Sources 
âoliƕΓ _Β δ̈́0̓̓ζΒ Dopo il Terremoto: La politica della ricostruzione negli anni 
della Guerra Fredda a SkopjeΒ $iaƓasisΒ
ÖtanekΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Architecture in global socialism: Eastern Europe, West 
Africa, and the Middle East in the Cold WarΒ Ârinceton énīersity ÂressΒ
$e $ominicisΓ DΒΓ Ϙ âoliƕΓ _Β δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ Experts, export, and the entanglements 
of Global PlanningΒ Âlanning ÂerspectīesΓ ͉ͅδ͇ζΓ ͉͊̓Ϊ͊͊ Β͉
�ernhardtΓ �ΒΓ �utterΓ �Β Ϙ �otylinskaΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́ͅζΒ Between Solidarity and 
Economic Constraints: Global Entanglements of Socialist Architecture 
and Planning in the Cold War PeriodΒ �erlinΓ �ostonΔ $e Eruyter 
�ldenƓourgΒ 



047PHD RESEARCH



048 PHD RESEARCH

Marco Celenza

39th

Michela Comba   

Cycle

Supervisors

�n �ōemƓer ̈́ͅΓ ̓͋͊0Γ a ͈Β͋ magnitude earthʉuake lasting ninety secondsΓ with its 
epicenter deep Ɠeneath the �er̄ialto mountain range δ�entro di Öpeciali̳̳a̳ione 
e Æicerche ,conomicoΨ�grarie per il �e̳̳ogiornoΓ ̓͋͊̓Γ pΒ ͋ζΓ left an indeliƓle mark 
on centralΨeastern �ampania and northΨwestern �asilicataΒ âhe a̸ected territories 
included the upper �fanto ̄alleyΓ the mountainous âerminio areaΓ the upper and middle 
�alore ̄alleyΓ the upper ÖeleΓ the northΨeastern âanagro areaΓ the �armo Âlatano and 
�elandro ̄alleys Ψ all inland areas of the southern �pennines Ɠordering the two regionsΒ 
âhese areasΓ composed of small municipalities in the prōinces of �̄ellinoΓ Öalerno and 
Âoten̳aΓ Ɠecame the epicenter of a disaster that remains in puƓlic memory as the τ_rpinia 
,arthʉuakeυΔ ͈͉͊ a̸ected municipalities δ͈ͅ destroyedΓ ͇̈́͋ sēerely damagedζΓ ̈́Β͋̓͆ 
deathsΓ ͊Β͇͊0 inȘuries and appro̊imately ̈́͊0Β000 displaced people δėenturaΓ ̈́0̈́0Γ pΒ 
͆̈́ζΒ
_t was a watershed ēentΓ crucial for the fate of territories that had already Ψ Ɠy the late 
͇̓͋0s Ψ e̊hiƓited conditions of marginali̳ation and dīergence not only in comparison 
to the more dēeloped and prosperous areas of northern _taly Ɠut also relatīe to certain 
̳ones within their own regionsΔ ψsi trattāa di terre in genere poco popolate o in ̄ia di 
spopolamentoΓ con struttura demografica dispersa in piccoli centriΓ dominate da suoli 
poco fertili e acclīiΓ scarsamente dotate di ̄ie di comunica̳ioni e di collegamenti con 
le cittűΓ le pianureΓ il mareΒ ,sse apparīano e di fatto costituīano lχappartata geografia 
della pōertűϊ δ�ēilacʉuaΓ ̈́00̈́Γ pΒ ͉ζΒ �ased on these considerationsΓ this study aims 
to in̄estigate whether the seismic ēent ser̄ed as a catalystΓ e̊amining its role and 
impact on the processes of urƓan and territorial transformation δEuidoƓoni Ϙ ėalensiseΓ 
̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ âhe research conducts an analysis of changes in �ampania and �asilicataΓ with 
particular reference to the soΨcalled τcrater ̳oneυ andΓ more specificallyΓ to the portion 
of territory at the Ɠorder Ɠetween the two regions where the earthʉuake dealt a decisīe 
final ƓlowΒ âhe study follows sēeral phasesΔ urƓan and territorial conditions Ɠefore the 
earthʉuakeΓ the seismic ēent and the inter̄entions in reconstruction and territorial 
planningΓ strategies and actors in postΨearthʉuake ēolutionary processes and the 
current situationΒ
Ęhat was the preΨearthʉuake condition of these territoriesΚ Zow did the reconstruction 
process unfold and with what strategiesΚ Ęhat professional and institutional figures were 
in̄ol̄ed and in what capacityΚ Ęhat was the fate of local architecture and Ɠuilt heritageΚ 
Ęhat infrastructure and territorial transformation proȘects were carried outΚ Ęhat are 
the current conditions of these areasΚ âhese are the key ʉuestions that the research 
seeks to addressΓ identifyingΓ among the ͈ͅ municipalities declared dēastatedΓ three 
specific case studies δ�uro �ucanoΓ âeora and �on̳a della �ampaniaζ emƓlematic 
of three distinct approaches that summarize the heterogeneity of interventions and 
reconstruction policiesΔ τas it wasΓ where it wasυ reconstructionΓ e̊ nōo reconstruction 
and relocationΒ
âhis research aligns with the field of postΨearthʉuake reconstruction studies while 
introducing a comparatīe and interdisciplinary approach that interweāes urƓan 
and architectural aspects with territorial planningΓ political dynamicsΓ economic 
programming and mechanisms of puƓlic consensusΒ �dditionallyΓ it proposes ̄iewing the 
seismic ēent through a di̸erent lens Ψ that of the history of professions Ψ focusing on the 
roles of the in̄ol̄ed actors and their interactionsΓ while del̄ing into the contriƓutions of 
specific figures in architectural designΓ engineering δÂace Ϙ �lloccaΓ ̈́0̓͊ζΓ industryΓ and 
the politicalΤinstitutional sphereΓ distinguishing Ɠetween endogenous and e̊ogenous 
knowledge and power structuresΒ

Did the 1980 seismic event act as a catalyst for the 
processes of urban and territorial transformation in 
Campania and Basilicata - with particular focus on the 
τƔʋĭʯƢʋΈ̳ɣɅƢυΈΨΈǷɅ̼ʿƢɅƔǷɅǓΈǷʯʣΈƛ̋ɅĭȿǷƔʣΈɣǑΈʋƢƔɣɅʣʯʋʿƔʯǷɣɅΓΈ
planning and development over time?

Before and After the 1980 Earthquake: Strategies, Dynamics 
and Actors in the Processes of Urban Reconstruction, 
Territorial Development and depopulation in the “crater zone” 
between Campania and Basilicata.

#earthquake #development #depopulation 

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ  from httpsΔΤΤwwwΒāellinesiΒitΤanni͈0primaΤalƓumΤ#Β
Digure ̈́Γͅ Ψ  map produced Ɠy the authorΒ
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Centro di specializzazione e ricerche economico-agrarie per il 
�e̳̳ogiornoΒ δ̓͋͊̓ζΒ Situazione, problemi e prospettive dell’area più 
colpita dal terremoto del 23 novembre 1980Β ,inaudiΒ
ÂaceΓ ÖΒΓ Ϙ �lloccaΓ éΒ δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ Dopo la catastrofe. Il ruolo di Fiat Engineering 
nella ricostruzione del Friuli e dell’Irpinia all’indomani dei terremoti del 1976 
e 1980Β _n �omƓaΓ �Β δ�urΒζΓ ��_Æ, â,��_���âΒ _ progetti Diat ,ngineering 
̓͋͊0Ӟ́00͊ δppΒ ͈͈З͉͉ζΒ Öil̄ana ,ditorialeΒ
ėenturaΓ ÖΒ δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Storia di una ricostruzione. L’Irpinia dopo il terremotoΒ 
ÆuƓƓettinoΒ
�ēilacʉuaΓ ÂΒ δ̈́00̈́ζΒ L’«osso»Β �eridianaΓ δ͆͆ζΓ ͉З̓ͅΒ
EuidoƓoniΓ ,ΒΓ Ϙ ėalensiseΓ EΒ δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ Paesi che tremano: la dura storia 
delle aree interneΒ _n �arƓeraΓ DΒΓ �ersosimoΓ $ΒΓ Ϙ $e ÆossiΓ �Β δ�urΒζΓ 
���âÆ� _ ��ÆEZ_Β _l �elpaese che dimentica i paesi δppΒ ͇͊З͈͊ζΒ 
$on̳elliΒ
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âhis research e̊plores the intersection of artΓ laƓorΓ and en̄ironment through the 
politicalΨeconomic critiʉue of artΨworkΓ analy̳ing how rural conte̊ts emerge as sites of 
productīe marginality that enaƓle new forms of artistic laƓor Ɠeyond urƓanΓ institutionalΓ 
and neoliƓeral circuitsΒ Ęhile the gloƓal art system remains structurally dependent 
on precarious laƓorΓ e̊tractīe economiesΓ and speculatīe marketsΓ ruralΨƓased 
artistic practices challenge these logics Ɠy e̊perimenting with alternatīe models of 
productionΓ distriƓutionΓ and organi̳ationΒ
�t the core of these practices is a shift toward an ecosystemic perspectīeΓ repositioning 
artistic laƓor within Ɠroader ecologicalΓ economicΓ and social entanglementsΒ �ōing 
Ɠeyond the modernist separation Ɠetween culture and natureΓ these e̊periments 
engage with local resourcesΓ nonΨhuman agenciesΓ and regeneratīe practicesΓ 
fostering models of artistic work emƓedded in their en̄ironments rather than imposed 
upon themΒ âhis shift from an indīidualist to an interdependent conception of artistic 
laƓor challenges the logics of e̊traction and accumulation that characteri̳e Ɠoth the 
contemporary art market and capitalist economyΒ
âhrough an analysis of artistic initiatīes and theoretical re̼ectionsΓ this study 
in̄estigates how the shift from urƓan to rural reconfigures the material conditions 
of artistic laƓor and the processes of suƓȘectīation of the artworkerΒ _n contrast to 
hegemonic metropolitan artistic capitalismάwhere indīiduali̳ationΓ competitionΓ and 
financiali̳ation prēailάruralΨƓased e̊periments foster collectīe practicesΓ selfΨ
managed infrastructuresΓ and ecological approaches to productionΒ
$rawing on the critical political economy of artistic laƓorΓ contemporary art historyΓ 
̄isual and rural studiesΓ en̄ironmental humanitiesΓ and landscape historyΓ this research 
e̊amines whether and how rural artistic practices function as laƓoratories for rethinking 
the economy of art Ɠeyond commodification and speculationΒ �y emƓedding artistic 
laƓor in economies of careΓ cooperationΓ and sustainaƓilityΓ these practices open 
new perspectīes on artχs role in social and ecological transformationΒ éltimatelyΓ this 
research contriƓutes to deƓates on postΨcapitalistic art economiesΓ ad̄ocating for a 
radical reimagining of artistic laƓor as an ecologicalΓ collectīeΓ and politically engaged 
gestureΒ
âhe fieldwork e̊amines three _talian e̊periences that reinterpret rurality to promote
new understandings of cultural work Ɠeyond cities and institutionsΒ �asa delle 
�gri�ulture δ�astiglione dχ�trantoζ integrates artistic production into land gōernance 
and agroΨecological engagementΓ addressing depopulation in Öalento regionΒ ÆoƓida 
�ollectīe δâopolɱΤâopolōeζ e̊plores τradical residentialityυ in a postΨrural ̄illage 
close to the mountain Ɠorder with ÖlōeniaΓ e̊perimenting with situated writing δÆoƓida 
�aga̳ineζΓ radio station δÆadio ÆoƓidaζΓ and landscapeΨƓased practicesΒ �χ�ʉuila 
Æeale δ�icen̳aζ reimagines the art institution in a territory marked Ɠy aƓandonment and 
e̊clusion from touristic routeΓ adopting a τrural art residencyυ format and institutional 
permaculture principles while seeking financial independenceΒ

ZereΓ the reconfiguration of the relationship Ɠetween artΓ laƓorΓ and en̄ironment 
generates specific aestheticsΓ temporalitiesΓ spatialitiesΓ and relationalitiesΓ challenging 
con̄entional structures of productionΓ e̊tractionΓ and circulation in the neoliƓeral art 
circuit while in̼uencing the suƓȘectīation of the artworkerΒ âhis study asksΔ _s it possiƓle 
to produce δartζ di̸erentlyΚ _f soΓ whereΓ and under what conditionsΚ Ęhat is the identikit 
of todayχs artworkerΚ Zow can we counter the culture of unsustainaƓility at work and in 
relation to the en̄ironment without replicating neoliƓeral and neocolonial dynamics or 
e̊acerƓating artistic precarityΚ

How can rural contexts, as spaces of productive marginality, 
ɣ̸ƢʋΈĭȦʯƢʋɅĭʯǷ̄ƢΈȿɣƛƢȦʣΈɣǑΈĭʋʯǷʣʯǷƔΈȦĭƓɣʋΈʯǨĭʯΈƔǨĭȦȦƢɅǓƢΈ
neoliberal logics and rethink the economy of art in terms of 
ecological, social, and economic interdependence?

“Atelier Rural”: Rethinking Art-Work Through 
Cosystem Practices in Inland Areas

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ $ƤsangesΓ EΒ δ̈́0̈́ͅζΒ �n _nstitutional ÂermacultureΒ Dor a �īing 
and Âroductīe Öite of �ontemporary �reationΒ Âalais de âokyoΓ graphic 
reworking Ɠy the authorΒ
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�eechΓ $Β δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Art and Labour. On the Hostility to Handicraft, Aesthetic 
Labour and the Politics of Work in ArtΒ �Æ_��Β 
$emosΓ âΒ~Β δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ Decolonizing Nature. Contemporary Art and the 
Politics of EcologyΒ ÖternƓerg ÂressΒ
�unstΓ �Β δ̈́0͇̓ζΒ Artist at Work. Proximity of Art and CapitalismΒ Ĩero 
�ooksΒ
�ȳillages δ,dsΒζΒ δ̈́0̓͋ζΒ The RuralΒ âhe �_â ÂressΒ   
ÖcottΓ ,Β ,ΒΓ Öwenson �Β ~ δ,dsΒζΒ δ̈́0͇̓ζΒ Critical Landscapes. Art, Space, 
PoliticsΒ énīersity of �alifornia ÂressΒ #art-work, #ecosystem practices, #italian ruralities 



051PHD RESEARCH



052 PHD RESEARCH

Giorgia Greco 

39th  

�ichele �oninoΓ �_é Jian 

China Room

Cycle

Supervisors

Research Group

âhe refined glow of silk Ɠoth seduces and deceīesΓ Ɠut Ɠeneath its aura of lůury and 
sustainaƓility lies an economy of Ɠodiesάhuman and nonΨhumanάsteered Ɠy capital 
interestsΓ policies and cultural narratīes that shape architectures and landscapesΒ 
âhis researchΓ grounded in postΨhumanΓ postΨnaturalΓ and ecofeminist thoughtΓ 
proposes looking at modern and contemporary sericulture as a microcosm of global 
tensionsΔ domesticated silkworms δ�omƓẙ moriζΓ hyƓridi̳ed mulƓerry trees δ�orus 
alƓaζΓ rural communities and ethnic minoritiesΓ all laƓor forces under capitalismΓ where 
architecture acts as dēice of power and Ɠiological controlΒ Zow can we decode the 
invisible?

âhree actsΓ three parallel e̊plorationsΒ
_n the first actά�apping âechnoΨ,cologies of ÖilkΓ _ e̊plore three paths in di̸erent time 
and space that mōed silk technology from modern ~apan to contemporary �hinaΒ Drom 
the ~apanese âomioka Öilk �ill δEunmaζάé�,Ö�� heritageάto the �hinese massīe 
production in Zechi δEuang̊iζ and the highΨtech industrial park in �hangsha δZunanζΓ 
a mosaic of spatialΨdēices emergesΔ e̊tensīe monoculturesΓ automated ruralitiesΓ 
roƓotic machineriesΓ humans and nonΨhumans forced to align with capital logicsΒ 

_n the second actάénderstanding âransΨÖpecies �aƓorΓ the aim is rēealing how silk 
arises from an interplay of līesΔ mulƓerry treesΓ drīen to optimi̳e photosynthesisΕ 
silkwormsΓ designed to spin cocoons within perfectly controlled conditionsΕ and human 
workersΓ often gendered and marginali̳ed communitiesΒ Zow is this laƓor producing 
spaceΚ _f we conceīe architecture as the ƓackƓone that materiali̳es the sericultural 
production systemάfrom plantation to manufactureάit Ɠecomes an assemƓlageΔ one 
̄ast hyƓrid ƓodyΒ âhis thermodynamic choreography e̊tends the architectural Ɠody 
well Ɠeyond formal designΔ airΓ humidityΓ lightΓ and ēen the $�� of other species come 
into playΒ � microcosm of a technoΨƓiological capitalism feeding o̸ līing intelligence 
without granting it any real dignityΒ 
_n the third actάÄuestioning the $ioramaΓ _ focus on museums and e̊hiƓitions and try 
to challenge the grand narratīe that en̄elop silkΒ �onsidering Ğuk Zuiχs condemns 
of technological neocolonialism through gloƓali̳ation and DrƤdƤric �eyratχs spectral 
ecologyΓ the aim is to e̊plore a plurality of counternarratīes of muted and in̄isiƓle 
̄oicesΔ new ruralities and hyperΨtechnological landscapesΓ ethnic minorities aƓsorƓed 
into a τgloƓalυ economyΓ silkworms and mulƓerries treated as Ɠiological automataΒ 
Ęithin the current ecological crisisΓ the architecture of silk rēeals itself not Șust in the 
shape of landscapesΓ factories or museumsΓ Ɠut as a contrōersial tool that regulates the 
līes of humans and moreΨthanΨhumansΒ âhusΓ silk Ɠecomes a τmirrorυ of a Ɠroader gloƓal 
systemΓ encapsulating the fault lines Ɠetween capitalΓ līing laƓorΓ the en̄ironmentΓ and 
the emƓedded storytellingΒ âhis research calls for a critical reading of the silk chain andΓ 
Ɠy e̊tensionΓ the way we Ɠuild our worldΒ _n an era shaped Ɠy neoliƓeralismΓ ecological 
tensionsΓ and technoscientific dominionΓ the need for counternarratīes is inescapaƓleΒ 
ÖilkΓ in all its deceptīe delicacy and symƓolismΓ uncōers patterns of power and 
en̄ironmental manipulationΔ understanding how Ęestern technocracy in̄ested this 
industry means recogni̳ing how gloƓal capitalism suƓordinates nature to a factory of 
ƓodiesΒ âhis goes Ɠeyond academic deƓateΔ it Ɠecomes a tool for demystificationΓ 
revealing the crucial role of architects as designers in fabricating both material and 
immaterial realitiesΒ ,̊amining it up close means opening paths to alternatīe world̄iewsΓ 
in which humans and nonΨhumans might truly share spaceΒ

How can we challenge the anthropocentric narratives 
embedded in Western models of modernization that have 
reduced nature to capital, and architecture as a device for 
biological control and exploitation?

Trans-Species Labor and the Production of Techno-
Ecologies. Architecture of Silk in East Asia

#trans-species, #techno-ecologies, #silk-narratives

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ $rawing Ɠy the authorΒ
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δ̈́0̈́ͅζΒ Automated landscapesΒ Zet �ieuwe _nstituutΒ
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socialist-feminism in the late twentieth centuryΒ énīersity of �innesota 
ÂressΒ
�atourΓ �Β δ͇̓͋͋ζΒ Non siamo mai stati moderniΒ ,lǀutheraΒ
ĘadiwelΓ $Β ~Β δ̈́0̈́ͅζΒ Animals and capitalΒ ,dinƓurgh énīersity ÂressΒ
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âhis research redefines porosity within the framework of urƓan morphology to 
analy̳e the formation and transformation of amƓiguous edges and enclāes in citiesΒ 
âraditionallyΓ urƓan morphology has centered on urƓan faƓricsάthe structured patterns 
of Ɠuilt en̄ironmentsάwhile largely neglecting inΨƓetween spaces that resist formal 
integrationΒ Öhaped Ɠy neoliƓeral urƓani̳ationΓ these spaces emerge at the peripheries 
of urƓan faƓricsΓ often materiali̳ing as accumulations of megaΨplotsΒ âhis study argues 
that understanding the adaptive capacity of these spaces is key to analyzing the 
ēolution of contemporary citiesΒ
�uilding on the work of Ęalter �enȘaminΓ who first used porosity to descriƓe architectural 
thresholds that facilitate social interactionΓ ̄arious scholars engage with a range of 
theoretical perspectīes through porosityΒ Öcholars such as ÖtāridesΓ ÖennettΓ ĘolfrumΓ 
ZeinΓ �orettiΓ �aasΓ Âessoa et alΒΓ $ōeyΓ �llenΓ and Ęaldheim hāe applied porosity 
to themes including social networksΓ permeaƓilityΓ ̄isiƓilityΓ and landscape urƓanismΒ 
�ore recentlyΓ Âaola ėiganɱ conceptuali̳ed porosity as an urƓan agendaΓ distinguishing 
Ɠetween porosity of fractureάwhich refers to discontinuities and Ɠreaks in the urƓan 
faƓricάand porosity of materialΓ which descriƓes the ̼e̊iƓility of urƓan en̄ironments 
to accommodate changeΒ $espite these interpretationsΓ porosity remains an openΨ
ended conceptΓ making it a productīe analytical tool for studying contemporary urƓan 
transformationsΒ
âhrough a case study of _stanƓulΓ �nkaraΓ and n̳mirΓ this research e̊plores how urƓan 
̄oidsάonce peripheral to structured urƓan faƓricsάhāe transformed into enclāes 
due to largeΨscale speculatīe dēelopmentΒ Öince the ̓͋͊0sΓ âurkish cities hāe Ɠeen 
shaped Ɠy neoliƓeral planning policiesΓ which hāe prioriti̳ed marketΨdrīen  urƓani̳ation 
ōer historical continuityΒ �s a resultΓ largeΨscale plot dēelopments hāe proliferatedΓ 
often replacing urƓan ̄oids without fully integrating into their surroundingsΒ     âhis shift 
replaced the serial typological dēelopment of âurkish citiesάonce characteri̳ed Ɠy 
apartment Ɠlocks as the dominant haƓitatάwith a disȘointed accumulation of Ɠuilding 
typesΓ including towersΓ highΨrise point Ɠlock clustersΓ and plinth ƓuildingsΓ lacking any 
typological continuityΒ âhese spacesΓ initially forming the edges of urƓan faƓricsΓ thusΓ 
hāe Ɠecome amƓiguous urƓan ƓoundariesΓ and in many casesΓ they are now ēol̄ing 
into enclāesάterritorially distinct ̳ones disconnected from their Ɠroader urƓan conte̊tΒ
âo systematically e̊amine these transformationsΓ this research proposes a catalog of 
amƓiguous edgesΓ mapping di̸erent forms of porosity across âurkish citiesΒ �y analy̳ing 
largeΨscale plot patterns and their typological relationships with Ɠuilding formsΓ the 
study identifies spatial and temporal ̄ariations in porosityΓ rēealing how urƓan ̄oids are 
reshaped through speculatīe processesΒ  âhis methodological approach challenges the 
rigid frameworks of traditional urƓan morphologyΓ which hāe historically categori̳ed 
cities into fi̊ed morphological units Ɠased on Ęestern urƓan e̊periencesΒ Ęhile these 
models hāe Ɠeen e̸ectīe in ,uropean cities with regulated planningΓ they struggle 
to capture the ̼uidΓ fragmentedΓ and often unpredictaƓle nature of urƓani̳ation in the 
EloƓal ÖouthΒ
�y reassessing the foundational principles of urƓan morphologyΓ this research prōides 
a framework for understanding cities shaped Ɠy emergent enclāes and speculatīe 
urƓani̳ationΒ _t emphasi̳es the need to mōe Ɠeyond fi̊ed typologies and dēelop new 
morphological tools that account for the ēol̄ing comple̊ities of contemporary urƓan 
landscapesΒ âhrough the lens of porosityΓ this study contriƓutes to Ɠroader discussions 
on urƓan adaptationΓ spatial fragmentationΓ and the transformation of city form in the age 
of neoliƓeral urƓani̳ationΒ

Zɣ̅ΈƔĭɅΈʯǨƢΈƔɣɅƔƢʆʯΈɣǑΈʆɣʋɣʣǷʯ̋ΈƓƢΈʋƢƛƢfiɅƢƛΈ̅ǷʯǨǷɅΈʿʋƓĭɅΈ
morphology to analyze the formation, transformation, and 
adaptive capacity of urban form in contemporary cities?

�ĭ̄ǷǓĭʯǷɅǓΈÂɣʋɣʣǷʯ̋ΔΈÆƢƛƢfiɅǷɅǓΈéʋƓĭɅΈ�ɣʋʆǨɣȦɣǓǷƔĭȦΈ
Tools through Ambiguous Edges

#porosity, #spatial morphology, #ambiguous edges 

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ Æelation Ɠetween porosity and urƓan morphology
Digure ̈́ Ψ Dorm of porosity of fracture
Digure ͅ Ψ ÂlotΨƓlock types as representation of porosity of material
Digure ͆ Ψ �mƓiguous edges of _stanƓul

Sources 
�aniggiaΓ EΒΓ �a̸eiΓ EΒ �ΒΓ Ϙ �ar̳otΓ �Β δ͉̓͋͋ζΒ Interpreting basic buildingsΒ 
�ltralinea edi̳ioniΒ
�ropfΓ �Β δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ Plots, property and behaviourΒ érƓan �orphologyΓ ̈́̈́δ̓ζΓ 
͇З̓͆Β
ÖennettΓ ÆΒ δ̈́0͉̓ζΒ The open cityΒ _n _n âhe ÂostΨérƓan Ęorld δppΒ ͉͋З̓0͈ζΒ 
ÆoutledgeΒėiganɱΓ ÂΒ δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ Porosity: Why this figure is still usefulΒ Âorous 
cityΔ Drom metaphor to urƓan agendaΓ ͇0З͇͈Β
ėiganɱΓ ÂΒΓ �āalieriΓ �ΒΓ Ϙ �orteΓ �Β �Β δ,dsΒζΒ δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ The horizontal 
metropolis between “urbanism and urbanization δėolΒ ̓ζΒ ÖpringerΒ
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�s one of the cradles of �hinese cīili̳ationΓ Zenan Ârōince has long held a central 
and in̼uential position in �hinaχs politicalΓ culturalΓ and economic historyΒ âhroughout 
millenniaΓ it has ser̄ed as a heartland of dynastic power and a ̄ital region for the 
continuous dēelopment of urƓan formΓ architectural traditionsΓ and cultural identityΒ 
ZowēerΓ due to the comƓined e̸ects of historical disruptionsΓ prolonged economic 
declineΓ and institutional limitationsΓ the protection and dēelopment of its historic and 
cultural districtsάparticularly in cities like �uoyangΓ the capital of thirteen dynastiesάare 
now facing increasingly sēere and comple̊ challengesΒ
âhe Zistorical and �ultural �locks in �uoyang �ld âown still retain a rich typoΨ
morphological structure characteri̳ed Ɠy traditional Ɠuilding typesΓ spatial layoutsΓ and 
layered cultural memoryΒ âhese features make them one of the �entral Âlains regionχs 
most representatīe and historically ̄aluaƓle urƓan heritage areasΒ ZowēerΓ in recent 
decadesΓ rapid urƓan e̊pansionΓ insu̹cient and inconsistent fundingΓ a persistent 
shortage of ʉualified professionalsΓ and a general lack of puƓlic awareness and 
engagement hāe led to widespread neglectΓ progressīe degradationΓ andΓ in some 
casesΓ irrēersiƓle destruction of these ̄aluaƓle historical assetsΒ
âhis study focuses on �ore �reas in the ,asternΓ ĘesternΓ and Öouthern Zistorical and 
�ultural �locks of �uoyang �ld âownΓ e̊amining their typoΨmorphological transition from 
the late ̓͋th century to the presentΒ _t systematically in̄estigates typoΨmorphological 
transformations across multiple dimensionsΓ including routeΓ Ɠuilt lotΓ Ɠuilding 
arrangementΓ structural arrangementΓ  Ɠuilding typeΓ and Ɠuildings and land utili̳ationΒ 
âhe research adopts a crossΨcultural analytical framework that integrates the typoΨ
morphological theories of the �on̳enian and �uratoriΪ�aniggia schoolsΓ comƓining 
e̊tensīe field in̄estigations in �uoyangΓ historical cartographic analysisΓ spatial 
mappingΓ and a mi̊edΨmethods approach in̄ol̄ing Ɠoth ʉualitatīe interpretation and 
ʉuantitatīe measurementΒ �ased on this integrated methodologyΓ the study constructs 
an analytical framework tailored to the specific characteristics of �hinese historical and 
cultural ƓlocksΒ
âheoreticallyΓ the research contriƓutes to the locali̳ation and adaptation of typoΨ
morphological theory in �hinaΓ helping to Ɠridge the gap Ɠetween estaƓlished Ęestern 
models and �hinese urƓan realitiesΒ _t proposes conser̄ation and renewal strategies 
grounded in typoΨmorphological transitionΓ o̸ering a feasiƓle model to support 
the adaptīe regeneration and cultural rēīal of the ,asternΓ ĘesternΓ and Öouthern 
Zistorical and �ultural �locks of �uoyang �ld âownΒ �ore ƓroadlyΓ the study responds 
to the imƓalance Ɠetween cultural richness and research scarcity in the �entral ÂlainsΓ 
aiming to establish a solid empirical foundation and conceptual basis for protecting and 
transforming historical urƓan areas in contemporary �hinaΒ
éltimatelyΓ this research seeks to formulate a regeneration framework that Ɠalances 
the transmission of historical ̄alue with the demands of contemporary urƓan ̄italityΓ 
contriƓuting to the sustainaƓle conser̄ation and highΨʉuality dēelopment of �uoyangχs 
historical and cultural ƓlocksΒ

How can a localized typo-morphological framework be 
Constructed to interpret the Typo-morphological transition 
of Luoyang Old Town and to propose Urban regeneration 
strategies grounded in  Building typology and Urban 
mophorlogy continuity?

Typo-morphological Transitions of Core Areas in the 
Eastern, Western, and Southern Historical and Cultural 
Blocks of Luoyang Old Town

#luoyang old town, #typo-motphology, #transition

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ ,̄olution of �uoyang �ityΓ Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ Æoof Âlans and Eround Dloor Âlans of ĝiao̊ihuΓ Ɠy ĝiao̊ihu 
Æesearch EroupΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β

Sources 
�aniggiaΓ EΒΓ �a̸eiΓ EΒ �Β δ̈́0͉̓ζΒ Interpreting basic buildingsΒ  �ltralinea 
,di̳ioniΒ
�on̳enΓ �Β ÆΒ EΒ δ͈̓͋0ζΒ Alnwick, Northumberland: a study in town-plan 
analysisΒ âransactions and Âapers δ_nstitute of �ritish EeographersζΓ δ͉̈́ζΓ 
iiiΨ̓̈́̈́Β
ĘhitehandΓ ~Β ĘΒ ÆΒ δ̈́00̓ζΒ British urban morphology: the Conzenian 
traditionΒ érƓan morphologyΓ ͇δ̈́ζΓ ̓0ͅЗ̓0͋Β
$ong ĞinanΓ Zan $ongʉingΓ Öhen Ğang Ϙ �ao Ğu̳heΒ δ̈́0̓͋ζΒ Drawing 
and application of ¡°typology map¡± suitable for the protection and 
regeneration of traditional blocks: A case study of Nanjing XiaoxihuΒ 
~ournal of �rchitecture δ0̈́ζΒ
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âhis doctoral research in̄estigates the optimi̳ation of healthΨsupportīe domestic 
cooking spaces through the integrated lens of ergonomics and movement 
ƓiomechanicsΒ _n response to the increasing awareness of kitchenΨrelated discomforts 
and health challengesΓ this study aims to prōide a scientific foundation for refining the 
spatial design of kitchens to accommodate dīerse physical needsΓ particularly in aging 
societiesΒ
�eginning in ~anuary ̈́0̈́ͅΓ a nationwide field in̄estigation was conducted across 
͊ͅ households in ̄arious prōinces and municipalities of �hinaΒ �ll residences were 
occupied postΨ̈́000Γ ensuring relēance to contemporary housing stockΒ âhe research 
methodology comƓined inΨhome oƓser̄ationsΓ architectural documentationΓ semiΨ
structured inter̄iewsΓ and a tailored ʉuestionnaire to assess residentsχ spatial usage 
and līed e̊periencesΒ $etailed ̼oor plans were drawnΓ photographic and ̄ideo 
records were collectedΓ and ƓehāiorΨspecific data were gathered to capture ēeryday 
challenges in domestic en̄ironmentsΒ �itchensΓ consistently identified as critical yet 
proƓlematic spacesΓ rēealed a range of ergonomic shortcomingsΒ �ommonly reported 
issues included insu̹cient storage due to increased appliance densityΓ awkward or 
ha̳ardous reaching posturesΓ physical strain during food preparationΓ limited spatial 
̼e̊iƓility for cooperatīe cookingΓ and fatigueΨrelated discomfortάespecially among 
older users or indīiduals with di̸ering staturesΒ
âhese findings prompted further inʉuiry into what constitutes a healthΨsupportīe 
cooking en̄ironment and how to scientifically ʉuantify spatialΨuser interactionsΒ 
�etween ̈́0̈́ͅ and ̈́0̈́͆Γ an ergonomicsΨƓased e̊perimental study was conductedΒ 
Âarticipants of ̄arious ages and genders were in̄ited to perform simulated fullΨcycle 
cooking tasks in prototype kitchen mockΨupsΒ ÆealΨtime Ɠody mōement data were 
captured using wearaƓle inertial motion capture dēices and dualΨangle ̄ideo systemsΒ 
� dynamic spatialΨƓehāior model was dēeloped through motion reconstruction 
platformsΓ enaƓling inΨdepth analysis using principles from mōement ƓiomechanicsΒ
Âreliminary e̊perimental results rēeal significant ageΨ and aƓilityΨrelated ̄ariations in 
mōement patternsΒ �ompared to younger participantsΓ older adults e̊hiƓited specific 
compensatory or riskΨprone ƓehāiorsΒ Dor e̊ampleΓ some reʉuired continuous physical 
support δeΒgΒΓ leaning on countertopsζ to maintain ƓalanceΓ while others demonstrated 
highΨrisk ƓackwardΨleaning postures when retriēing items from ōerhead caƓinetsΒ 
Such insights highlight the limitations of conventional kitchen designs and underscore 
the necessity of nuancedΓ ēidenceΨƓased adȘustments that account for physical 
dīersity and changing Ɠodily capacitiesΒ
�y integrating ʉualitatīe līed e̊periences with ʉuantitatīe Ɠiomechanical dataΓ this 
research o̸ers a multidimensional understanding of how domestic kitchen en̄ironments 
can Ɠe more inclusīely and supportīely designedΒ âhe findings contriƓute to the 
Ɠroader discourse on ageΨfriendly housing and humanΨcentered spatial designΓ 
prōiding Ɠoth conceptual and technical frameworks for imprōing ēeryday domestic 
health outcomesΒ
âhis research is currently ongoingΓ with additional data collection and analysis e̊pected 
to further strengthen the ēidence ƓaseΒ

How can domestic kitchen environments be ergonomically 
optimized to support users’ health, comfort, and physical 
capabilities, and what evidence-based design criteria can 
be derived through the integration of user behavior analysis 
and movement biomechanics?

Optimizing Health-Supportive Domestic Cooking 
Spaces (Kitchens): an Ergonomics and Movement 
Biomechanics Study

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �itchen �hallenges Ϙ Öamples in �hinaΓ Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0̈́͆Ӟ͇́Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ Âhotograph Ϙ drawing  of participant performing cooking task 
inkitchenΓ Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0̈́͆Β

Sources 
�orasiΓ EΒΓ Ϙ ĨardiniΓ �Β δ,dsΒζΒ δ̈́0̓̈́ζΒ Imperfect health: The medicalization 
of architectureΒ �anadian �entre for �rchitecture Ϙ �ars �ˎller ÂuƓlishersΒ
�olominaΓ �ΒΓ Ϙ ĘigleyΓ �Β δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ Are we human? Notes on an archaeology 
of designΒ �ars �ˎller ÂuƓlishersΒ
échidaΓ âΒ �ΒΓ $elpΓ ÖΒ �ΒΓ Ϙ $elpΓ $Β δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Biomechanics of movement: 
The science of sports, robotics, and rehabilitationΒ �_â ÂressΒ #health supportive, #cooking, #spatial optimization
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âhis research e̊plores the groundline as a dynamic threshold in the morphological 
ēolution of the cityΓ in̄estigating its role in shaping urƓan space and moƓilityΒ _n 
traditional city modelsΓ the groundline is often conceīed as a static Ɠoundary Ɠetween 
the Ɠuilt en̄ironment and the suƓΨsurfaceΒ ZowēerΓ this study challenges this notion 
Ɠy e̊amining how the ground line shifts ōer time due to e̊cāationΓ adaptation 
and construction altering the spatial and social dynamics of the cityΒ âhe research 
in̄estigates the interplay Ɠetween solids and ̄oidsΓ the creation of lost spacesΓ and 
the impact of underground moƓility on urƓan formΒ Âarticular attention is paid to the 
relationship Ɠetween surface and underground spacesΓ e̊ploring their historicalΓ social 
and political implicationsΒ �y applying this framework to the city of âurinΓ the study 
assesses the impact of underground infrastructure on land useΓ property ̄alues and 
accessiƓilityΒ éltimatelyΓ this research o̸ers new perspectīes on urƓan planningΓ arguing 
for an integrated design approach that considers the evolving nature of the ground in 
contemporary citiesΒ
âhe concept of the suƓsoil focuses on the human e̊perience of what lies Ɠeneath our 
feetΒ âhis contrasts with the notion of landscapeΓ which ēokes a sense of frontalityΓ 
representing ēerything within our line of sightΒ âhe suƓterraneanΓ howēerΓ remains 
hiddenΒ âhusΓ there is an apparent opposition Ɠetween landscape and suƓterraneanΔ 
the landscape is the space we can immediately perceīe and articulateΓ whereas the 
suƓterranean reʉuires time and e̊plorationΒ âhereforeΓ the superficial urƓan landscape 
changed its form with underground transportΓ defining a space Ɠased on its temporal 
achiēementΒ _t created a city that could no longer Ɠe assimilated as a unicum Ɠut as 
separate areas that could only Ɠe ideally connectedΒ
Öince the ƓeginningΓ humans hāe had a comple̊ relationship with the undergroundΓ 
initially perceīed as a place of darkness and dangerΒ _n ancient EreeceΓ for instanceΓ 
Zades δἀ- ἰδΓ τin̄isiƓleυζ ruled the realm of the deadΓ a world hidden from sight that 
reinforced the cultural fear of what lay Ɠeneath the earthΒ âhrough a historical analysis of 
underground urƓanism and a focus on the ̄ertical layering of the suƓterranean cityΓ the 
research introduces a new perspectīe to analyse the city as a threeΨdimensional oƓȘectΒ 
�y the concepts descriƓed in the DigureΨEround âheory introduced Ɠy ârancik et alΒ 
δ̓͋͋0ζΓ the study seeks to understand the relationship Ɠetween di̸erent areas and lēels 
in the cityΒ âhe usual relationship Ɠetween solids and ̄oids in the twoΨdimensional city 
is e̊tended to the ̄erticalΓ creating a parado̊Δ what is usually perceīed as solid aƓōe 
ground is represented as ̄oid undergroundΓ and ̄ice ̄ersaΒ DurthermoreΓ the ground lineΓ 
which ser̄es as a Ɠoundary in traditional figureΨground analysisΓ Ɠecomes a proƓlematic 
thresholdΒ Æather than acting as a simple dīiderΓ it highlights the amƓiguity of 
interpreting solids and voids across vertical levels: it appears as a support for built forms 
Ɠut also defines a solid container for underground e̊cāationsΒ �oreōerΓ the mōement 
of the ground line has changed ōer the centuriesΓ adapting to social and economic 
needsΒ _fΓ from a geographical point of ̄iewΓ it is mainly in̼uenced Ɠy the topographyΓ 
historically and sociallyΓ the threshold has mōed according to technological in̄entions 
such as the sewerage systemΓ the lift or the need for antiΨaircraft protectionΒ âhese 
oscillations have brought about some changes in the perception of the ground: it has 
gone from Ɠeing a spiritual oƓȘect to Ɠe ̄enerated in the traditional city to Ɠeing the 
remnants of the Dlood in the modern city and a structural reference in the contemporary 
worldΒ 
âhe city of âurin has Ɠeen chosen as a case studyΓ and through the study of its historical 
maps after the arrīal of the underground lineΓ the numƓer of people using underground 
puƓlic transportΓ the changes in land use and the ̄alue of the landΓ it is prōided with 
a mirror of how the city has changed according to the land transformationsΒ âhenΓ 
according to the results oƓtainedΓ the prēious ones are added to the new metropolitan 
lineΒ

How does the groundline function as a dynamic threshold 
in the morphological evolution of the city, and what impact 
does it have on urban design, with particular reference to 
the case of Turin?

Unveiling the Ground(line) Hidden Potential. 
A Morphological Analysis of Torino’s Threshold and its 
Role in Shaping the City’s Identity.

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �undus suƓterraneous Ɠy �thanasius �ircherΓ ͈͇̓͊Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ âhe �ap of Zell Ɠy Öandro �otticelliΓ ̓͆͊0З͇̓͆͋Β
Digure ͅ Ψ âhe �tis �ulletinΔ Öpecial ͇̓̈́th �nnīersary ,dition Ɠy �tis 
,lēator �omapnyΓ ͉̓͋͊Β
Digure ͆ Ψ �uōa âopografia di Æoma Ɠy EiamƓattista �olliΓ ͉̓͆ ͊Β 

Sources 
�erlandaΓ âΒΓ δ̈́0̓͆ζΒ Architectural Topographies. A graphic lexicon of how 
buildings touch the groundΒ ÆoutledgeΒ
�ernardΓ �Β δ̈́0̓͆ζ Lifted. A cultural History of the elevatorΒ �ew Ğork 
énīersity ÂressΒ
�ullenΓ EΒΓ δ͈̓͋͊ζΒ TownscapeΒ �ondonΔ âhe �rchitectural ÂressΒ δedΒ orΒ 
͈̓͋̓ζΒ
DramptonΓ �ΒΓ ÖolomonΓ ~Β $ΒΓ Ęong �ΒΓ δ̈́0̓̈́ζΒ Cities Without Ground. A 
Hong Kong GuidebookΒ �Æ�Β 
ÆoweΓ �ΒΓ �oetterΓ DΒ δ͉̓͋͊ζΓ Collage Cit., CambridgeΒ âhe �_â Âress

#groundline dynamics, #threshold shift in urban space, 
#subterranean spatial morphology 
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Public art is a dynamic and multifaceted cultural practice that transcends mere aesthetic 
emƓellishmentΓ actīely engaging with the socioΨspatialΓ historicalΓ and political 
dimensions of urƓan en̄ironmentsΒ Öcholars such as �iu Ğongtao δ̈́0̓0ζ hāe highlighted 
its capacity to ser̄e as a powerful medium for en̄ironmental reʉualificationΓ landscape 
enhancementΓ social cohesionΓ and cultural continuityάƓridging contemporary urƓan 
life with historical narratīes through creatīe inter̄entionsΒ âhis theoretical framework 
is further enriched Ɠy �iwon �wonχs δ̈́00̈́ζ seminal work on siteΨspecificity and 
locational identityΓ which emphasi̳es the crucial importance of conte̊tual relēance and 
community participation in contemporary puƓlic artΒ 
 ÂuƓlic art in postΨindustrial settings can contriƓute to collectīe memoryΓ identity 
constructionΓ and the democrati̳ation of puƓlic spaceΒ _t is also a means of reclaiming 
postΨindustrial ruinsΓ transforming them into spaces of dialogue and cultural productīityΒ 
âhe ēol̄ing nature of puƓlic artΓ from monumental sculptures to participatoryΓ 
processΨƓased worksΓ re̼ects its responsīeness to comple̊ urƓan and socioΨpolitical 
conditionsΒ
 Several case studies demonstrate the transformative potential of public art in post-
industrial regeneration:
_nternationale �auausstellung ,mscher ÂarkΓ EermanyΔ �rt and design inter̄entions hāe 
redefined disused coal and steel sites into cultural landscapesΓ integrating industrial 
relics into new urƓan narratīesΒ âhis transformation not only preser̄ed the regionχs 
industrial heritage but also created vibrant public spaces that attract visitors and foster 
local prideΒ
 Öhanghai Ğangpu ÆīersideΓ �hinaΔ ÖiteΨspecific installations hāe rēitali̳ed former 
factories and warehousesΓ Ɠlending historical preser̄ation with contemporary cultural 
programmingΒ âhis integration of art and heritage has transformed the area into a thrīing 
cultural districtΓ contriƓuting to Ɠoth economic rēitali̳ation and social cohesionΒ
 �ethlehem Öteel ÖtacksΓ éÖ�Δ âhe �ethlehem Öteel Ötacks �rts Ϙ �ultural �ampus 
e̊emplifies the adaptīe reuse of an iconic steel mill comple̊Β âhrough the incorporation 
of performance spacesΓ sculptureΓ and illuminationΓ the site has Ɠeen reimagined as a 
creatīe and communal spaceΓ preser̄ing the industrial legacy while fostering cultural 
and economic regenerationΒ
 Case studies demonstrate that public art can play a key role in post-industrial 
regenerationΒ �rt inter̄entions preser̄ed industrial heritageΓ enhanced spatial ʉualityΓ 
and actīated puƓlic spaceΒ âhey fostered local identityΓ community engagementΓ and 
social cohesion while promoting economic rēitali̳ation through cultural tourism and 
creatīe industriesΒ âhese e̊amples show that conte̊tΨsensitīeΓ participatory puƓlic 
art contriƓutes to sustainaƓle urƓan renewalΒ âhe findings support the need for a multiΨ
criteria ēaluation framework to assess the dīerse impacts of puƓlic art in industry 
heritage regenerationΒ
 �t presentΓ there is no standardi̳ed methodology in the literature that comprehensīely 
analy̳es the role and ōerall impact of puƓlic art in postΨindustrial regenerationΒ 
âraditional ēaluation methods often fail to capture the full range of outcomes 
associated with such inter̄entionsΒ âhis study aims to dēelop a multiΨcriteria ēaluation 
framework to e̊plore methods for assessing the impacts of puƓlic art proȘects on 
industrial heritageΒ

How can public art contribute to the regeneration and 
reinterpretation of industrial heritage sites in post-industrial 
urban contexts, and how can Multi-Criteria Evaluation 
ÂʋɣƔƢʣʣΈǑʋĭȿƢ̅ɣʋȡʣΈƓƢΈƢ̸ƢƔʯǷ̄ƢȦ̋ΈĭʆʆȦǷƢƛΈʯɣΈĭʣʣƢʣʣΈǷʯʣΈ
value and performance in regeneration projects of such sites?

Public Art Intervention in Industrial Heritage: 
Multi-Criteria Evaluation Frameworks 

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �earning content frameworks

Sources 
�wonΓ �Β δ̈́00̈́ζΒ One place after another: Site-specific art and locational 
identityΒ �_â ÂressΒ
�ƓdurahimanΓ ÖΒΓ �asthurƓaΓ �Β �ΒΓ Ϙ �u̳hatΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ �ssessing the socio 
Ψ cultural impact of urƓan rēitalisation using Æelatīe Âositīe _mpact 
_nde̊ δÆÂ__ζΒ Built Heritage, 8(8)Β
ĨeƓrackiΓ �Β δ̈́0̓̈́ζΒ �eyond puƓlic artopiaΔ ÂuƓlic art as perceīed Ɠy its 
puƓlicsΒ Geoforum, 43(5)Γ ͊̓͆Ϊ͊̈́͆Β
�ollatonΓ ,Β δ͉̓͋͋ζΒ Industrial site reuse and urban redevelopment—An 
overviewΒ �ortheastΨ�idwest _nstitute
ErāagnuoloΓ �ΒΓ �osoneΓ �ΒΓ Ϙ Dusco EirardΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ âhe ��_� 
multidimensional impacts assessment frameworkΔ �riteria and indicators 
for circular τhumanΨcentredυ adaptīe reuse of cultural heritageΒ Circular 
Economy and Sustainability, 2(1)Γ ͉̈́͋Ϊ̓ͅͅΒ #public art, #industry heritage, #evaluation
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âhe idea that urƓan form profoundly in̼uences human spatial perception and the 
construction of a mental image has Ɠeen e̊tensīely e̊plored in urƓan studies since 
the midΨtwentieth centuryΒ Ötarting from the soΨcalled pseudoΨscientific te̊tsάas �arl 
Âopper might descriƓe themάof Eordon �ullen and ~ane ~acoƓsΓ to �ēin �ynchχs early 
theories on �ental _mageΓ through Æudolf �rnheimχs EestaltΨƓased studies on form 
dynamicsΓ and finally to Eiancarlo �otta and �ntonia Âi̳̳igoniχs in̄estigations into urƓan 
fragmentsΓ which draw methodological inspiration from �arlo �ymonino and �ldo ÆossiΒ
âhe works of Ɠoth the �uratorian and �on̳enian schools also contain an implicit 
reference to mental and symƓolic imagery concerning morphological studiesΒ âhis 
underlying theme Ɠecomes ēen more ēident in �ugusto �āallariΨ�uratχs research on 
âurin and �lƓa in the ͈̓͋0s and ͉̓͋0sΒ
$espite this e̊tensīe theoretical foundationΓ no systematic and programmatic 
approach has Ɠeen dēeloped to map this relationshipΓ resulting in a lack of graphic 
analyses capaƓle of illustrating the phenomenonΒ âhis aƓsence may e̊plain why the 
relationship Ɠetween urƓan form and collectīe perception remains generally ōerlooked 
in architectural and urƓan design practicesΒ
Zas the lack of a graphic corpus to illustrate this relationship in fāour of a richer te̊tual 
discourse contriƓuted to the limited integration of the formΨimage relationship within 
design methodologies?
âhis ʉuestion leads to the first research inʉuiryΔ Zow can the relationship Ɠetween érƓan 
Morphology and the Mental Perception of the city be mapped?
�ddressing this ʉuestion reʉuires identifying a shared conceptual ground Ɠetween the 
two fieldsΔ mōementΒ érƓan �orphology e̊amines mōement through historyΓ while 
urƓan perception considers mōement through ēeryday space and timeΒ � focus on 
mōementΓ tied closely to temporalityΓ was e̊plored in the same years through distinct 
methodsΔ �uratoriχs morphological mappings and �ullenχs Öerial ėisionΒ
�nother crucial point of contact Ɠetween these fields is the focus on Ɠuilding ground 
̼oors and their connection to puƓlic spaceΓ understood as a relationship Ɠetween inside 
and outsideΓ here and thereΒ $espite Ɠeing aƓstract and di̹cult to represent graphicallyΓ 
any mapping of this relationship must take these aspects as its starting pointΒ
� similar concern was central to �āallariΨ�uratΓ whoΓ in ͉͈̓͋Γ regarding his drawings of 
âurinΓ argued for the need to τliƓerate urƓanΨarchitectural design from the Ɠureaucracy 
of descriptīe geometryΓ fāoured Ɠy topographersΓ and from the seductīe pictorial 
representation of merely rhetorical and ornamental en̄ironmental aspectsΒυ Ze 
contended that topography has historically neglected the more immaterial aspects of 
the cityΓ aesthetic and social characteristics essential to defining urƓan imagery despite 
their continual transformationΒ
âhe second research ʉuestion emerges from a desire to shift the analytical focus from 
a predominantly historical perspectīe to one oriented toward the present and futureΒ 
,̊amining Driction Öpaces and marginal spaces within the Ɠuilt city situates this research 
within an operational analysis and classification systemΒ âhis mapping e̊plores the 
morphological and perceptual evolution of places and establishes a foundation for 
future urƓan dēelopmentsΒ
_n this senseΓ the research engages with the operational approach of typoΨ
morphological analysis characteristic of �aniggian thoughtΓ integrating an emphasis on 
spatial perceptionΒ âhe resulting mapping remains fundamentally oriented toward design 
inter̄ention as a critical starting point for further inʉuiryΒ

How can the relationship between Urban Morphology and 
the Mental Perception of the city be mapped? What role 
do Ground-Floor Morphology and Spatial Patterns play in 
the development and persistence of Friction Spaces in the 
Urban Fabric?

The Form of the Image. Mapping the Urban Fabric 
in its Narrative Perception.

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ Driction Öpaces and âriggers in Âorta Âala̳̳o areaΓ âurinΓ drawing 
Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ Æēerse �olli �ap and ÂathΓ ,dge and �ode in Âorta Âala̳̳o 
areaΓ âurinΓ drawing Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β
Digure ͅ Ψ �āallariΨ�urat δ͈̓͋͊ζΓ érƓan Dorm and �rchitecture of the âorino 
�aroccaΒ

Sources 
�ataldiΓ EΒ δ̈́00ͅζΒ From Muratori to Caniggia: The origins and 
development of the Italian school of design typologyΒ érƓan �orphologyΓ 
͉δ̓ζΓ ̓͋Ϊ͆ͅΒ
�ullenΓ EΒ δ͈̓͋̓ζΒ TownscapeΒ âhe �rchitectural ÂressΒ
�ope̳ΨÂineiroΓ ÖΒ δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ A Glossary of Urban Voids δ̓st edΒζΒ ~ōisΒ
�ynchΓ �Β δ͉̓͋͊ζΒ Good city formΒ �_â ÂressΒ
ÖimΓ $Β δ̈́0̓͋ζΒ Soft city: building density for everyday life δ̓st edΒζΒ _sland 
ÂressΒ Σfriction spacesΓ Σground ̼oorΓ Σmorphological map
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�̄er the last few decadesΓ the space industry has witnessed consideraƓle growthΓ 
marked Ɠy the rise of prīate space companies and the Ɠeginning of ��Ö�χs �rtemis 
programΓ which aims to return humans to the lunar surfaceΒ �s the space industry 
transitions into this new eraΓ characteri̳ed Ɠy an e̊pected increase in human presence in 
spaceΓ the role of space architecture is ēol̄ingΒ
Æather than assuming the e̊istence of space architecture as a predefined disciplineΓ this 
thesis in̄estigates it as a practice with its own specific rules and methodsΓ thus e̊amining 
how space haƓitat design processes unfold within a highly structured sociotechnical 
en̄ironmentΒ âhis leads to two key ʉuestionsΔ Zow are space haƓitat design processes 
structured within the network of human and nonΨhuman actors in the space industryΚ _n 
what ways does architectural design act within this networkΓ and how does it interact with 
other actors involved?
âhe first o̹cial definition of space architecture was gīen in ̈́00̈́ Ɠy a group of 
professionals and academicsΓ which later Ɠecame known as �_�� Öpace �rchitecture 
âechnical �ommitteeΒ $uring the Öpace �ongress in ZoustonΓ this group estaƓlished the 
principles and a definition of space architecture as the τtheory and practice of designing 
and Ɠuilding inhaƓited en̄ironments in outer spaceυ δ�damsΓ �Β et alΒΓ âhe �illennium 
�harterΓ ̈́00̈́ζΒ Ęhile this definition prōides a foundationΓ space architecture has 
dēeloped through collaƓorations across the history of human space̼ight proȘectsΓ 
with architects contriƓuting to proȘects such as ÖalyutΓ ÖkylaƓΓ �irΓ and the _ÖÖΒ �̄er the 
yearsΓ new technologies hāe Ɠeen e̊plored to imprōe Ɠoth technical reʉuirements and 
haƓitaƓilityΒ âhe âransZaƓ proȘectΓ a ��Ö� initiatīe for in̼ataƓle haƓitat technologyΓ is 
an e̊ample of how architects played a role in Ɠridging engineering and humanΨcentered 
designΒ âodayΓ with the rising interest in dēeloping lunarΓ orƓitalΓ and �artian haƓitatsΓ the 
ʉuestion is not whether architects should Ɠe in̄ol̄edΓ Ɠut rather how their design actions 
operate within the larger systemΒ 
âhe technical dimension typical of space architecture represents a fundamental point 
to ensure sur̄īaƓilityΒ ZowēerΓ the design of space haƓitats is not only a technical 
endeāor Ɠut also a product of socialΓ economicΓ and geopolitical factorsΒ �y tracing 
the connections Ɠetween these dimensionsΓ this research shifts the focus to the actual 
mechanisms through which space haƓitats are designedΒ âo do soΓ this research applies 
�runo �atourχs �ctorΨ�etwork âheory δ��âζ to map the intricate relationships Ɠetween 
human and nonΨhuman actors in space haƓitat designΒ ��âχs emphasis on comple̊ity 
and plurality prōides a framework for analy̳ing the interactions Ɠetween architectureΓ 
technologyΓ and policy in space proȘectsΒ
�uilding on this theoretical frameworkΓ the research methodology consists of multiple 
approachesΒ DirstΓ it in̄ol̄es mapping human and nonΨhuman actors to understand the 
relational structure of space haƓitat designΒ âhis is followed Ɠy a sur̄ey to in̄estigate 
which professionals currently participate in space haƓitat dēelopment and in what 
capacityΓ helping to identify patterns of in̄ol̄ement and contriƓution within the fieldΒ 
âhe sur̄ey will help identify participants that will Ɠe inter̄iewed to further e̊plore their 
e̊periencesΒ �dditionallyΓ the research will incorporate ethnographic fieldwork within 
space companies and research facilitiesΓ such as Öpartan ÖpaceΓ âhales �lenia ÖpaceΓ 
and �un�res Æesearch ÖtationΓ thus ensuring direct engagement with design and 
dēelopment processesΒ
�y in̄estigating the integration of architectural design within the space industryΓ this 
research traces how design actīities shape the specific sociotechnical faƓric of space 
haƓitat dēelopmentΒ éltimatelyΓ this research proposes a strategic framework that 
Ɠridges the technical and socioΨpolitical dimensions of space architectureΓ o̸ering a 
new perspectīe on the role of the architectural proȘect and its e̸ects within the fieldΒ 

How are space habitat design processes structured within 
the network of human and non-human actors, and how does 
architectural design operate within this system?

A Strategic Framework for Space Architecture. 
Navigating Social and Technical Realms

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ $iagram of the space haƓitat design networkΓ Ɠy the authorΓ 
̈́0͇̈́Β

Sources 
ZũuplikΨ�eusƓurgerΓ ÖΒΓ Ϙ �annōaΓ �Β δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ Space Architecture 
Education for Engineers and Architects: Designing and Planning Beyond 
EarthΒ Öpringer _nternational ÂuƓlishingΒ
$i ÂippoΓ ÖΒ δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ Space Economy: La nuova frontiera dello sviluppoΒ 
,geaΒ 
�atourΓ �Β δ̈́00͉ζΒ Reassembling the social: An introduction to Actor-
Network-Theory δ̓Β puƓlΒ in pƓkζΒ �̊ford éni Β̄ ÂressΒ
ĞanēaΓ �Β δ̈́0̓̈́ζΒ Mapping Controversies in ArchitectureΒ �shgate ÂuƓΒ 
�oΒ
ÖimondonΓ EΒΓ Ϙ �aridiΓ �Β ÖΒ δ̈́0͉̓ζΒ Sulla tecnicaΒ �rthotesΒ #space architecture, #geopolitics, # design process
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$uring the political turmoil of the ͉̓͋0sΓ normal construction in �hina came to a haltΓ 
paralyzing design units across the country and causing an unprecedented catastrophe in 
the field of architecture δĨou $enong et alΒ ̈́0̓0ζ  Β _n ͉̓͋ͅΓ Euilin was designated as one 
of the ̈́͆ open cities for tourism Ɠy the Ötate �ouncil to strengthen diplomatic relations 
with foreign countriesΒ âhe city of Euilin aimed to showcase and puƓlici̳e socialist 
construction achiēementsΓ leading to numerous planning and landscape actīitiesΒ 
Öhang �uo took this opportunity to create ̄arious types of landscape Ɠuildings in the 
͉̓͋0sΓ such as pāilionsΓ ga̳eƓosΓ water pāilionsΓ reception roomsΓ Ɠonsai gardensΓ 
gatesΓ ƓridgesΓ etcΒ  Γ which were rare during the τwindow periodυ of the national 
architectural industry at that timeΒ �onseʉuentlyΓ Ğao ĞanƓin considers Öhang �uo as 
a representatīe of regional architecture in the ͉̓͋0sΓ and his landscape Ɠuilding as 
emƓlematic of �hinaχs regional architecture from ͈͇̓͋ to ͉̓͋͋ δĞao ĞanƓin ̈́00͋ζΒ 
�s an architect educated in the �eaůΨ�rts systemΓ Öhang �uo designed a series of 
landscape Ɠuilding works in EuilinΒ âhese landscape Ɠuildings demonstrate Öhang �uoχs 
e̊ploration of the locali̳ation of �eaůΨ�rtsΒ�ne of the core meanings of �eaůΨ�rts δor 
τ�cademicismυζ represents a specific design style characteri̳ed Ɠy a set of proceduralΓ 
methodologicalΓ and ideological principlesδĘ��E ĝiaoʉian et alΒ ̈́0̈́̓ζΒ_n the early 
̈́0th centuryΓ the first generation of �hinese architects τtransplantedυ the �eaůΨ�rts 
system from the énited Ötates to �hinaΒ the eclectic design approach of �eaůΨ�rts 
gradually changedΓ âhis marked the Ɠeginning of the locali̳ed dēelopment in �hina 
under di̸erent socioΨpolitical and cultural conte̊ts δĘang Ğan̳e et alΒ ̈́0͉̓Ε Eu $aʉing 
̈́00͉ζΒ Öhang �uo grew and dēeloped during this stageΓ and research has discōered 
that he not only receīed education in the �eaůΨ�rts system Ɠut was also in̼uenced Ɠy 
modernist notions δÖhen Âan et alΒΓ ̈́0̈́0Ε Öhen Âan et alΒΓ ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ 
âhis study primarily employs a case study approach within the framework of historical 
research methodsΒ DirstlyΓ this paper synthesi̳es the e̊isting discussions within the 
industry regarding Öhang �uoχs worksΓ as well as Öhang �uoχs descriptions of certain 
landscape ƓuildingsΒ �mong appro̊imately ͈̓ landscape Ɠuildings designed Ɠy Öhang 
�uo during his ̓͆Зyear period in Euilin starting from ͈͇̓͋Γ ͈ main proȘects hāe Ɠeen 
selected for case analysisΒ âhese proȘects include the Ęaterside Âāilion in �udiyanΓ the 
ė_Â Æeception Æoom in �udiyanΓ the Ęaterside Âāilion in Öhan �akeΓ the �onsai Earden 
Ęater Âāilion in Öēen Ötar Öcenic �reaΓ �i̊u Âāilion in Öēen Ötar Öcenic �reaΓ �uilding 
�oΒ ͆ in Æong �ake ZotelΒ ÖuƓseʉuentlyΓ Ɠased on research data from ƓooksΓ ȘournalsΓ 
architectural drawings from the érƓan �onstruction �rchīesΓ field sur̄eysΓ inter̄iewsΓ 
and other sourcesΓ the study analy̳es cases Ɠased on the core elements of the �eaůΨ
�rts systemΓ including its compositionΓ elementsΓ and primary rulesΒ � detailed analysis 
is conducted on the case e̊amples in terms of the åis system of architectural plan 
compositionΓ spatial compositionΓ the architectural style of facade compositionΓ and the 
principles of aesthetic formΒ DinallyΓ the characteristics of Öhang �uoχs Euilin landscape 
Ɠuildings and the design notion of �eaůΨ�rts are summari̳edΓ thus rēealing a path for 
�eaůΨ�rts architecture to transition from tradition to modernityΒ
âhe research rēeals that Öhang �uoχs works e̊hiƓit three Ɠalanced choices of åis 
composition in their plansΒ Ze innōatīely incorporates elements such as residential 
ƓuildingsΓ garden architectureΓ traditional �hinese artΓ and natural elements into 
the composition of his ƓuildingsΓ while emphasi̳ing the harmonious integration of 
interior spaces and facades and adhering to the principles of aesthetic formΒ âhis 
study showcases the path of locali̳ing �eaůΨ�rts architecture through Öhang �uoχs 
landscape buildings in Guilin and contributes to the understanding of the development 
of modern �hinese architectureΒ

How did Shang Kuo achieve localized development of 
Beaux-Arts in China through the design of Guilin landscape 
buildings?

A Study On The Design And Notion Of Landscape 
Buildings In The Guilin Region Of China By Shang Kuo 
Based On The Beaux-Arts System

Captions 
Digure̓ Ψ Euilin �ocation �apΒ
Digurë́ Ψ �symmetrical composition of the landscape Ɠuilding of �udiyanΒ
Digureͅ Ψ �nalysis theÂarti of Öhangkuo landscape �uildingΒ
Digure͆ Ψ Æoad map and ̄iewpoint for enȘoying the water pāilion at 
�udiyanΒ
Digure͇ Ψ �nalysis of Dacade �omposition of �andscape �uildingΒ
Digure͈ Ψ $iagram of the interior space comƓination of the reception 
room of �udiyanΒ
Digure͉ Ψ Öēen Ötar Öcenic �rea �onsai Earden ̓З͇ space seʉuence 
diagramΒ
Digure͊ Ψ Öcale analysis of �andscape �uildingΒ
Digure͋ Ψ � model of the τ�eaůΨ�rtsυ design methodology for Öhang 
�uoΒ

Sources 
Euilin �rchitectural $esign �̹ceΒ δ̓͋͊̈́ζΒ Guilin Landscape BuildingΒ �hina 
�rchitecture Ϙ �uilding ÂressΒ
ÖhangΓ �Β δ̓͋͋͋ζΒ Landscape Building DesignΓ ZeilongȘiang Öcience and 
âechnology ÂressΒ
ÖhangΓ �Β δ̓͋͊̈́ζΒ τDrom âradition to _nnōationΔ �n _ntroduction to the 
�reation of the �onsai Earden in Euilin Öēen Ötar ÂarkΒυ City Planning 
Review 1982 (5)Δ ̈́̓Ϊ̈́ Β͉ #landscape building, #beaux-arts, #composition
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A STUDY ON THE DESIGN AND NOTION OF LANDSCAPE 
BUILDINGS IN THE GUILIN REGION OF CHINA BY SHANG KUO 

�ASED ON THE �EAUĝ-ARTS SYSTEM

impacts
This study examines the design characteristics of Shang Kuo’s landscape building in Guilin from the perspective of “Beaux-Arts” localization, serving as an example of the localization 
of τBeaux-Artsυ in China. It is also the first study to analyze landscape building from the perspective of τBeaux-Artsυ. �ost studies on the τBeaux-Artsυ system focus on architectural 
education, and relatively few studies examine the creative practice of architecture. �oreover, most studies on the localization of τBeaux-Artsυ are conducted at the political, ethnic, and 
economic levels. Due to the unique τscenicυ requirements of landscape building, Shang Kuo’s landscape building design in Euilin exemplifies the exploration of τBeaux-Artsυ localization, 
re̼ecting a τBeaux-Artsυ architect’s understanding of landscape building design and showcasing their thinking on the design of landscape garden architecture.
Based on Shang Kuo’s ideas of landscape building, this study analyzes the characteristics of typical cases of landscape building in Euilin and re̼ects Shang Kuo’s exploration practice in 
the process of localization of “Beaux-Arts”, providing historical information and innovation of research vision. In the study of Shang Kuo’s landscape building, on the one hand, most of the 
previous studies are the recreational experiences and architectural comments of researchers, such as Li Hua’ (2022), Weng Zitian’(2020), Kang Hongtao’ (2019), Sha Jian Sun and Feng Yun’ 
(1988), Wei minru’ (1983), etc., which can inspire the creative thoughts among the readers, but the original creative intentions of the designer himself in the creation of landscape building 
are yet to be explored. Shang Kuo himself has made a rough interpretation of the design of landscape building, such as Landscape Building Design ( Shang, K 1999) and Guilin Landscape 
Building (Euilin Architectural Design �̹ce 1982), and also has an overview analysis from planning to architectural level for Bonsai Earden (Shang, K 1982), Äixing Cave  ( Shang, K 1980), 
and Ludi Scenic Area ( Shang, K 1978). This paper, on the other hand, summarizes and analyzes most of Shang Kuo’s landscape building in Euilin works as a whole on this basis, basically 
presenting design history, site photos, and models related to Shang Kuo’s landscape building, and organizing more comprehensive data on Shang Kuo’s landscape building in Guilin.  It lays 
the foundation for future research and practice of landscape planning and landscape building in Guilin.

39° cycle, Ph.D. Pan Shen    How did Shang Kuo achieve localized development 
of Beaux-Arts in China through the design of Guilin 
landscape buildings? Pro.Filippo De Pieri   

research question

• Euilin Architectural Design �̹ce. 1982. Euilin Landscape Building. Beijing: China 
Architecture & Building Press.

• Shang, K. 1999. Landscape Building Design, Zarbin: Zeilongjiang Science and Technology 
Press.

• Shang, K. 1982. τDrom Tradition to Innovation: An Introduction to the Creation of the Bonsai 
Earden in Euilin Seven Star Park.υ City Planning Review 1982 (5): 21–27.

references • Digure1: Euilin Location �ap
• Digure2:Asymmetrical composition of the landscape building of Ludiyan
• Digure3:Analysis the Parti of Shangkuo landscape Building
• Digure4:Road map and viewpoint for enjoying the water pavilion at Ludiyan
• Digure5:Analysis of Dacade Composition of Landscape Building
• Digure6:Diagram of the interior space combination of the reception room of Ludiyan
• Digure7:Seven Star Scenic Area Bonsai Earden 1-5 space sequence diagram
• Digure8:Scale analysis of Landscape Building
• Digure9:A model of the τBeaux-Artsυ design methodology for Shang Kuo

#landscape building, #Beaux-Arts, #composition

During the political turmoil of the 1970s, normal construction in China came to a halt, 
paralyzing design units across the country and causing an unprecedented catastrophe in 
the field of architecture (Ĩou Denong et al. 2010)  . In 1973, Euilin was designated as one of 
the 24 open cities for tourism by the State Council to strengthen diplomatic relations with 
foreign countries. The city of Guilin aimed to showcase and publicize socialist construction 
achievements, leading to numerous planning and landscape activities. Shang Kuo took this 
opportunity to create various types of landscape buildings in the 1970s, such as pavilions, 
gazebos, water pavilions, reception rooms, bonsai gardens, gates, bridges, etc.  , which 
were rare during the “window period” of the national architectural industry at that time. 
Consequently, Yao Yanbin considers Shang Kuo as a representative of regional architecture 
in the 1970s, and his landscape building as emblematic of China’s regional architecture from 
1965 to 1979 (Ğao Ğanbin 2009). 
As an architect educated in the Beaux-Arts system, Shang Kuo designed a series of 
landscape building works in Euilin. These landscape buildings demonstrate Shang Kuo’s 
exploration of the localization of Beaux-Arts.One of the core meanings of Beaux-Arts (or 
τAcademicismυ) represents a specific design style characterized by a set of procedural, 
methodological, and ideological principles(WANG Xiaoqian et al. 2021).In the early 20th 
century, the first generation of Chinese architects τtransplantedυ the Beaux-Arts system from 
the United States to China. the eclectic design approach of Beaux-Arts gradually changed, 
This marked the beginning of the localized development in China under different socio-
political and cultural contexts (Wang Yanze et al. 2017; Gu Daqing 2007). Shang Kuo grew 
and developed during this stage, and research has discovered that he not only received 
education in the Beaux-Arts system but was also in̼uenced by modernist notions (Shen Pan 
et al., 2020; Shen Pan et al., 2022). 
This study primarily employs a case study approach within the framework of historical 
research methods. Firstly, this paper synthesizes the existing discussions within the industry 
regarding Shang Kuo’s works, as well as Shang Kuo’s descriptions of certain landscape 
buildings. Among approximately 16 landscape buildings designed by Shang Kuo during 
his 14-year period in Euilin starting from 1965, 6 main projects have been selected for case 
analysis. These projects include the Waterside Pavilion in Ludiyan, the ėIP Reception Room 
in Ludiyan, the Waterside Pavilion in Shan Lake, the Bonsai Earden Water Pavilion in Seven 
Star Scenic Area, Bixu Pavilion in Seven Star Scenic Area, Building No. 4 in Rong Lake Zotel. 
Subsequently, based on research data from books, journals, architectural drawings from the 
Urban Construction Archives, field surveys, interviews, and other sources, the study analyzes 
cases based on the core elements of the Beaux-Arts system, including its composition, 
elements, and primary rules. A detailed analysis is conducted on the case examples in terms 
of the axis system of architectural plan composition, spatial composition, the architectural 
style of facade composition, and the principles of aesthetic form. Finally, the characteristics 
of Shang Kuo’s Guilin landscape buildings and the design notion of Beaux-Arts are 
summarized, thus revealing a path for Beaux-Arts architecture to transition from tradition to 
modernity.
The research reveals that Shang Kuo’s works exhibit three balanced choices of axis 
composition in their plans. He innovatively incorporates elements such as residential 
buildings, garden architecture, traditional Chinese art, and natural elements into the 
composition of his buildings, while emphasizing the harmonious integration of interior spaces 
and facades and adhering to the principles of aesthetic form. This study showcases the path 
of localizing Beaux-Arts architecture through Shang Kuo’s landscape buildings in Guilin and 
contributes to the understanding of the development of modern Chinese architecture.

abstract
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âhe research proȘect idea is inspired Ɠy the work of �Β �Β éngers and ÆΒ �oolhaas 
from ͉͉̓͋Γ titled âhe �ity in the �ityΔ �erlinΓ � Ereen �rchipelago δéngersΓ ̈́0̓ͅζΒ âhis 
̄isionary and architectonic masterplan proposed a new approach to city dēelopmentΓ 
emphasi̳ing degrowth principles Ψ designed around natural ̄oids within the cityΓ 
suggesting a potential reversal of urbanization trends to achieve a balanced relationship 
Ɠetween Ɠuilt and natural en̄ironmentsΒ �uilding upon the design approach of éngers 
and �oolhaasΓ the core concept of the research proȘect is to en̄ision a new city form for 
postΨgrowth citiesΒ �y conceptuali̳ing urƓan ̄oids as integral components of the cityχs 
formΓ the aim is to foster a reēaluation of the notion of growth and cultīate synergies 
Ɠetween urƓan life and natureΒ �ōing Ɠeyond traditional dichotomiesΓ starting from 
the heightened desire for nature cataly̳ed Ɠy the pandemicΓ the research rethinks and 
redefines the architectonic approach to the principles in the design of citiesΒ 
âhe study aims to dēelop an alternatīe model for postΨgrowth cities Ɠy shifting the  
focus from solid structures to ̄oidsΓ emphasi̳ing the rēitali̳ation and repurposing 
of neglected spaces as essential for urƓan regenerationΒ $rawing on Ɠoth historical 
and contemporary studiesΓ as well as city design theories and proȘectsΓ it proposes an 
approach for transitioning into the postΨgrowth eraΒ �y e̊amining and conceptuali̳ing 
urƓan ̄oidsΓ the research analy̳es underutili̳ed and unused urƓan spaces alongside the 
cityχs actīeΓ functional collectīe elementsΒ âogetherΓ these components form a coreάa 
τheartυ of the cityάa garden space that ser̄es Ɠoth human and nonΨhuman urƓan 
dwellersΒ âhrough a transformatīeΓ postΨ�nthropocene approach to the regeneration 
processΓ the study aims to propose radical solutions that not only in̄ol̄e the reuse of 
e̊isting urƓan structures Ɠut also their suƓtraction δ,asterlingΓ ̈́0̓͆ζ from the city faƓric 
as practical actions for a postΨgrowth futureΒ
âhe research is dīided into two ōerarching partsΒ âhe first part in̄ol̄es the formulation 
of hypotheses Ɠased on historical analysisΓ a literature rēiewΓ urƓan theoriesΓ and 
studiesΒ _t includes e̊amining urƓan dēelopment and analy̳ing citiesχ growth patterns 
and spatial transformations to understand the past and en̄ision the futureΒ _t engages 
with and e̊periments on e̊isting proȘectsάsuch as Zowardχs Earden �ityΓ Öaarinenχs 
$ecentrali̳ation ÂatternΓ éngers and �oolhaasχs Ereen �rchipelago masterplanΓ and 
�usʉuetsχ δ̈́00ͅζ model of cityΓ  �iutat ėella de �arcelonaΓ along with plans and proȘects 
dēeloped for the city Ɠetween ̈́0̓̓ and ̈́0͇̓άas well as theoriesΓ including ârancikχs 
δ͈̓͋͊ζ theory of �ost Öpaces and �oolhaasχs concept of ~unk ÖpaceΒ
hypothesis:
Ęhen reimagined through the new �ontemporary Earden �ity �odelΓ underutili̳ed and 
unused urƓan areasΓ together with collectīe elements of the cityΓ will transform into 
̄ital urƓan commons within green spacesΓ contriƓuting to ecological regeneration and 
promoting a shift in societal ̄alues toward the postΨgrowth eraΒ
âhe second part focuses on dēeloping a scientific model using case studies of âorino 
and �ɤd̴Γ incorporating oƓser̄ationsΓ e̊perimentsΓ ̄erificationsΓ and generali̳ationsΒ 
âhis phase in̄ol̄es the analysis of the citiesΓ including mapping common urƓan spaces 
and areas for redēelopmentΒ ésing Æomanoχs δ̓͋͋ͅζ aƓacus of collectīe themesά
e̊panded to include contemporary urƓan oƓȘects and spacesάthe cities are first 
analy̳ed from a positīe perspectīeΓ identifying ̄iƓrant and functional urƓan elementsΒ 
ÖuƓseʉuentlyΓ the research identifies hostile or underutili̳ed areas for redēelopmentά
such as aƓandonedΓ lostΓ and Șunk spacesάassessing their potential for regeneration and 
integration into the urƓan faƓricΒ

Can radical design solutions transform underutilized and 
unused urban areas into new devices for the ecological and 
post-growth city?

Contemporary Garden City. Alternative Design for 
Post-Growth Cities

Captions
Digure ̓ Ψ Drom âheoretical to ,mpiricalΔ âhe �onstruction of a ZypothesisΒ 
ėisual Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β

Sources 
�usʉuetsΓ ~Β δ̈́00ͅζΒ La Ciutat Vella de Barcelona: un pasado con futuro = 
El cetro histórico de Barcelona : un pasado con fututo = The old town of 
Barcelona : a past with a futureΒ �Șuntament de �arcelonaΒ
,asterlingΓ �Β δ̈́0̓͆ζΒ SubtractionΒ ÖternƓerg ÂressΒ
ÆomanoΓ �Β δ̓͋͋ͅζΒ L’ estetica della città europea : forme e immaginiΒ 
,inaudiΒ
ârancikΓ ÆΒ δ͈̓͋͊ζΒ Finding Lost Space : Theories of Urban DesignΒ ėan 
�ostrand 
éngersΓ �Β �Β with �arotΓ ÖΒ δ̈́0̓ͅζΒ âhe �ity in the �ityΒ _n �swald �athias 
éngers and Æem �oolhaasΒ δ͉͉̓͋ζΒ The City in the City. Berlin: A Green 
Archipelago: A ManifestoΒ �ars �ˎller ÂuƓlishersΒ �riginal work puƓlished 
͉̓͋ Β͉ ÆeinholdΒ #urban voids, #subtraction, #radical design
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âhis Âh$ research in̄estigates how ̄isual and interactīe media can shape puƓlic 
understanding of climate futuresΓ with particular attention to the urƓan scale where 
daily lifeΓ policyΓ and en̄ironmental change con̄ergeΒ Ęhile climate change is often 
communicated through distant or gloƓal indicatorsάglaciersΓ seaΨlēel riseΓ planetary 
temperature cur̄esάthis proȘect starts from the localΓ the graphicΓ and the e̊perientialΒ 
_t asks how interactīe ̄isual en̄ironments can translate comple̊ climate data into 
forms that are Ɠoth emotionally compelling and cognitīely accessiƓle to nonΨe̊pert 
audiencesΒ âhe proȘect uses �limaâ� ̈́0͇0 as its central case studyΔ a speculatīeΓ 
weƓΨƓased ̄isual platform that simulates how residentsχ ēeryday decisionsάmoƓilityΓ 
energy consumptionΓ food choicesΓ material useάmay cumulatīely shape âurinχs 
climate traȘectories from ̈́0͇0 to ̈́̓00Β âhe platform comƓines city mapsΓ styli̳ed 
illustrationsΓ and dataΨdrīen transformations of urƓan scenesΒ âhese elements function 
as a seʉuence of narratīe panels δ_mage ̓Δ τ�aseline âurinΓ ̈́0͇̈́υΕ _mage ̈́Δ τ�ifestyle 
Öcenario �Δ �owΨemission $aily ÆoutinesυΕ _mage ͅΔ τÖcenario �Δ ZighΨemission érƓan 
DuturesυΕ _mage ͆Δ τ�daptīe _nter̄entions and ÂuƓlic �ction Âathwaysυζ that guide 
̄iewers from present conditions toward plausiƓle future statesΒ �ethodologicallyΓ the 
research ad̄ances an integrated approach that draws on ̄isual communication theoryΓ 
interactīe artΓ urƓan designΓ and en̄ironmental psychologyΒ Äuantitatīe datasetsά
temperature proȘectionsΓ pollution lēelsΓ landΨuse changeάare con̄erted into ̄isual 
grammars that the puƓlic can interpret intuitīelyΔ color gradientsΓ material te̊turesΓ 
dynamic ōerlaysΓ and gestureΨƓased interactionsΒ âhrough user testing sessions 
conducted with local residentsΓ studentsΓ and policy stakeholdersΓ the study ēaluates 
how these design choices in̼uence risk perceptionΓ emotional engagementΓ sense of 
agencyΓ and willingness to adopt sustainaƓle ƓehāiorsΒ �eyond the case studyΓ the 
dissertation positions interactīe climate ̄isuali̳ation as a form of cīic pedagogyΒ _t 
argues that artistic and weƓΨƓased representations act not merely as communication 
tools but as interpretative infrastructures that enable citizens to rehearse possible 
futuresΒ Ęhen users can τtouchυ climate dataάƓy clickingΓ draggingΓ ̳oomingΓ or altering 
microΨscenariosάthey Ɠegin to perceīe climate change as a līedΓ local phenomenon 
rather than an aƓstract gloƓal threatΒ âhe anticipated contriƓution is twofoldΒ DirstΓ it 
prōides a replicaƓle design framework for constructing immersīe ̄isual models of 
climate futures that are scientifically grounded yet aesthetically engagingΒ ÖecondΓ it 
o̸ers empirical ēidence on how such models reshape puƓlic en̄ironmental literacy and 
potentially in̼uence sustainaƓle ƓehāiorΒ éltimatelyΓ this research proposes that climate 
engagement must mōe Ɠeyond te̊tual e̊planation toward emƓodiedΓ interactīeΓ and 
conte̊tually grounded ̄isual narratīesΓ capaƓle of transforming data into e̊perience 
and passīe awareness into actīe urƓan imaginationΒ  

Zɣ̅ΈƔĭɅΈǷɅʯƢʋĭƔʯǷ̄ƢΈ̅ƢƓΨƓĭʣƢƛΈ̄ǷʣʿĭȦΈɅĭʋʋĭʯǷ̄ƢʣΈƢ̸ƢƔʯǷ̄ƢȦ̋
engage urban residents in understanding and responding to
climate change in the context of future city life?

Visual Art and Interactive Technology in 
Communicating Urban Evolution under Climate 
Change

#interactive design, #climate change communication,
#urban futures

Sources 
_ntergōernmental Âanel on �limate �hange δ_Â��ζΒ δ̈́0̈́ͅζΒ Sixth 
Assessment Report δ�Æ͈ζΒ
�upoΓ EΒ δ̈́0̈́̓ζΒ Data and Affect in Climate VisualizationΒ ~ournal of 
Öpeculatīe �ediaΒ
âarʉuiniΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ Diving into an Acidifying Ocean: Artistic Engagement 
with Environmental CrisisΒ
�an̳iniΓ ,Β δ̈́0͇̓ζΒ Design, When Everybody DesignsΒ �_â ÂressΒ
�ortonΓ âΒ δ̈́0̓ͅζΒ Hyperobjects: Philosophy and Ecology after the End of 
the WorldΒ énīersity of �innesota ÂressΒ
�_â �edia �aƓΒ δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Climate City SimulatorΒ
EaƓrysΓ ~Β δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ Program Earth: Environmental Sensing Technology and 
the Making of a Computational PlanetΒ énīersity of �innesota ÂressΒ
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Ęith the ad̄ancement of gloƓali̳ationΓ the educational concept is gradually mōing 
towards interdisciplinary education modelΒ �ore and more unīersities are paying 
attention to the cultīation of innōatīe talentsΓ which has led to an emphasis on informal 
learning methodsΒ �ompared to traditional learningΓ informal learning has no fi̊ed 
framework and learning contentΓ and is a studentΨcentered learning modeΒ âhis method 
can promote interaction among studentsΓ which is more conducīe to interdisciplinary 
collaƓoration and the cultīation of innōatīe aƓilitiesΒ _nformal learning is more in line 
with the current dēelopment reʉuirements of higher educationΓ so it is widely welcomed 
Ɠy studentsΒ 
_nformal learning spaces δ_�Öζ hāe receīed widespread attention owing to their 
dīersityΓ ̼e̊iƓilityΓ and richnessΒ �any unīersity liƓraries are undergoing renōation 
�fter partial renōationΓ the _�Ö of the liƓrary often appears in a φgroup emƓeddedχ 
organisational modelΒ âhis study used a study cluster of a unīersity liƓrary as an e̊ample 
to research the ʉuality of the internal spatial en̄ironment and its in̼uencing factors 
in the study clusterΒ _n terms of research methodsΓ this study adopted a comƓination 
of highΨprecision positioningΓ ʉuestionnairesΓ and en̄ironmental data measurementΒ 
âhe ʉuestionnaires integrated the opinions of Ɠoth users and designersΒ $rawing on 
the literatureΓ this study sur̄eyed multiple unīersity liƓrariesΓ summarised the spatial 
ʉuality and in̼uencing factors of φgroup emƓeddedχ liƓrariesΓ and compared them with 
the _�Ö of other two organisational modelsΒ âhere is currently no targeted framework for 
the design of _�ÖΓ and no scholars hāe discussed the specifics of their organisational 
modelsΒ âhis study estaƓlished a multiΨfactor analysis model for φgroup emƓeddedχ 
_�ÖΒ DinallyΓ this study found four key determinants and their weightsΓ they were Âhysical 
en̄ironment δͅ0Β͈͇иζΓ en̄ironmental atmosphere δ͈̈́Β͉͈иζΓ spatial ontology δ͇̈́Β0ͅиζΓ 
and spatial facilities δ͉̓Β͇͈иζΒ �mong the ̈́0 key factorsΓ the first three factors and their 
weights are prīacy δ̓0Β͆ͅиζΓ illumination δ͋Β̈́0иζΓ and noise δ͊Β͈̈́иζΒ énlike the other 
two spatial organi̳ation modelsΓ users of clustered emƓedded liƓraries paid more 
attention to space prīacyΒ âhis paper proposed si̊ maȘor imprōement measures to 
address prīacyΓ illuminationΓ noiseΓ temperatureΓ air ʉualityΓ and nature friendly designΒ 
�n the Ɠasis of actual researchΓ the paper tries to sol̄e the e̊isting proƓlems of _�Ö 
in college campusΓ imprōe the en̄ironmental ʉuality of informal learning spaceΓ and 
create a more e̹cient campus en̄ironment for learningΒ ̓ζ �ttempt to use a multi factor 
model to sol̄e the proƓlemΒ ,staƓlish a multi factor model of di̸erent factors and 
spatial en̄ironment ʉualityΒ ̈́ζ �ttempt to use highΨprecision positioning instruments 
to oƓtain positioning information dataΓ so as to oƓtain realΨtime relationships Ɠetween 
positioning information data and other dataΒ ͅζ �onduct e̊periments Ɠy comƓining realΨ
time oƓȘectīe ʉuantitatīe data with suƓȘectīe ēaluationΒ Öummari̳e the complete 
relationship Ɠetween user learning Ɠehāior and internal learning en̄ironmentΓ such as 
the relationship Ɠetween Ɠehāior and timeΓ Ɠehāior and physical en̄ironmentΓ and 
Ɠehāior and suƓȘectīe ēaluationΒ

Impact of multiple environmental factors of space clusters 
for informal learning in library renovation and update.

Research on Improving the Quality of Informal 
Learning Spaces (ILS) in University Libraries Based on 
Multi source Data Analysis

Sources 
�rownΓ �ΒΓ �ongΓ ÂΒ δ̈́00͈ζΒ Trends in learning space design. ,$é��éÖ,Β
ĘangΓ�ΒΓ EuoΓ ĘΒΓ �aneparoΓ �ΒΓ ĘanΓ EΒΓ �iuΓ ĝΒΓ Ϙ ĝueΓ ĞΒδ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ
Æesearch on the design of _nformal �earning Öpaceδ_�Öζ in unīersities 
in the EuangdongΨZong �ongΨ�acao Ereater �ay �reaΒ � sur̄ey on 
the Euang̳hou �ampus of Z�éÖΒ Proceedings of Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Urban Destiny and Development Forum 
δppΒ͊ͅЗ͇0ζΒ
ĨimmermannΓ ÂΒ �ΒΓ ÖtallingsΓ �ΒΓ ÂierceΓ ÆΒ �ΒΓ Ϙ �argentΓ $Β δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ 
�lassroom _nteraction ÆedefinedΔ �ultidisciplinary Âerspectīes on 
�ōing Ɠeyond âraditional �lassroom Öpaces to Âromote Ötudent 
,ngagementΒ Journal of Learning Spaces, 7δ̓ζΓ ͇͆З͈̓Β
�arasicΓ ėΒ �Β δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ Drom commons to classroomΔ âhe ēolution of 
learning spaces in academic liƓrariesΒ Journal of Learning Spaces, 5δ̈́ζΒ

#informal learning spaces, #university libraries, #multi-source data 
analysis
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âhe adaptīe reuse of urƓan space has Ɠecome a common trendΓ drīen Ɠy the need for 
more sustainaƓle and costΨe̸ectīe methods of hosting largeΨscale ēents such as 
the �lympic EamesΒ _ncreasinglyΓ cities are mōing away from the traditional model of 
needing to Ɠuild newΓ e̊pensīe ̄enues and infrastructureΒ âhis shift is ēident not only 
in sporting megaΨēentsΓ such as the ̈́0̈́̈́ Ęinter �lympics in �eiȘingΓ the ̈́0̈́͆ Âaris 
�lympicsΓ and the future proposed ̈́0͈̈́ �ilanΨ�ortina �lympics Ɠut also in cultural 
megaΨēentsΓ such as the ėenice �iennale and the ,uropean �apitals of �ulture δ,�o�ζΓ 
which hāe long adopted strategies for integrating heritage sites into ēent planningΒ 
âhe reuse of industrial heritage for this purpose prōides an innōatīe model for heritage 
preser̄ation while contriƓuting to urƓan regenerationΒ �hallenges remainΓ howēerΓ 
including spatial con̼icts ōer the reuse of largeΨscale industrial heritage and the risk of 
postΨēent underΨutili̳ationΓ which reʉuires the dēelopment of integrated frameworks 
that comƓine heritage conser̄ation standards with planning protocols for largeΨscale 
ēentsΒ âhis ēol̄ing relationship positions industrial heritage not only as a protected 
artifact Ɠut also as a dynamic platform for the reconstruction of cultural identityΓ lowΨ
carƓon e̊perimentation and participatory gōernance in ̈́̓stΨcentury citiesΒ 
$espite e̊tensīe research on the design and infrastructure of megaΨēents and the 
retrofitting of indīidual industrial heritage ƓuildingsΓ the intersection of these two fields 
Ψ especially from an architectural perspectīe Ψ still lacks systematic e̊plorationΒ _n order 
to fill this gapΓ this study adopts an architectural design perspectīe and in̄estigates 
the empirical practice of adaptīe reuse of industrial sites for megaΨēentsΒ âhrough 
inΨdepth analyses of notaƓle case studies in the conte̊t of Ɠoth sports and cultural 
megaΨēentsΓ such as the transformation of Âarco $ora for the ̈́00͈ Ęinter �lympics in 
âurinΓ the transformation of Öhougang Âark for the ̈́0̈́̈́ Ęinter �lympics in �eiȘingΓ and 
the transformation of the �andschaftspark $uisƓurgΨ�ord for the ̈́0̓0 ,ssen ,�o�Γ the 
study prōides comprehensīe insights into how megaΨēents can act as catalysts for 
sustainaƓle urƓan regenerationΒ 
âhe study employs a comƓination of ʉualitatīe and ʉuantitatīe research methodsΓ 
including onΨsite oƓser̄ationsΓ inter̄iewsΓ ʉuestionnairesΓ literature rēiewΓ Ɠig data 
analysisΓ case studiesΓ and content analysis to ensure a comprehensīe in̄estigationΒ 
âhe research aims to e̊plore how industrial heritage can Ɠe reΨimagined and rēitali̳ed 
to meet the demands of contemporary urƓan life while maintaining a Ɠalance Ɠetween 
conser̄ation and the changing functional needs of modern urƓan en̄ironmentsΒ âhe 
study also e̊plores how megaΨēents can reshape puƓlic perceptions and collectīe 
memories of industrial heritage sitesΓ further shaping their role in contemporary urƓan 
dēelopmentΓ as well asΓ e̊amines the crucial role of integrated cooperation Ɠetween 
stakeholders in̄ol̄ed in di̸erent stages of the processΒ 
DinallyΓ the research prōides strategic recommendations for cities aiming to utili̳e 
industrial heritage sites to prepare for future megaΨēentsΒ �lsoΓ it outlines a potentially 
practical framework for imprōing the sustainaƓility and resilience of urƓan regenerationΒ

How does the adaptive reuse of mega-event-driven 
industrial heritage reshape the interactive mechanisms 
between tourist perception and local identity within urban 
regeneration processes?

The Adaptive Reuse Of Industrial Heritage Catalyzed By The 
Mega-events. Take Parco Dora, Italy and Shougang Park, 
China and Landschaftspark Duisburg-Nord, German as case 
studies. 

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �and ése and �and �ōer �hange ârend in Âarco $oraΓ 
̈́000Ϊ̈́0̈́̈́ Ψ Ɠy E��αD�Öͅ0$Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ âhe Öection of �̊ygen Âlant �omple̊ Ψ �̊ygen Âlant of ̈́0̈́̈́ 
�eiȘing Ęinter �lympics Ψ Ɠy �telier âeam�inusΒ
Digure ͅ Ψ âhe $esign �anuscript of Öhougang �̊ygen Dactory in ̈́0̈́̈́ 
�eiȘing Ęinter �lympics Ψ Ɠy $esign âeamΒ

Sources verificare se ha aggiornato δse manca lχeditore poi ce la ved noiζ
~onesΓ ĨΒ �ΒΓ Ϙ Âon̳iniΓ $Β δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ �egaΨēents and the preser̄ation of 
urƓan heritageΔ �iterature gapsΓ potential ōerlapsΓ and a call for further 
researchΒ Journal of Planning Literature, 33(4)Γ ͆ͅͅΪ͇͆0Β httpsΔΤΤdoiΒ
orgΤ̓0Β͉͉̓̓Τ0͇͉͉͈͊͊͆̓̈́̈́̓͊͋0ͅ 
�ideauΓ DΒ EΒΓ Ϙ $engΓ ZΒ δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ Mega-event reinforced industrial heritage 
transformation: The making of public space between narratives and 
practicesΒ 
�rownΓ EΒΓ Ϙ �raƓynΓ �Β δ̈́0̓̈́ζΒ �n analysis of the relationships Ɠetween 
multiple values and physical landscapes at a regional scale using public 
participation E_Ö and landscape character classificationΒ Landscape and 
urban planning, 107(3)Γ ͉̓ͅЗ̓ͅͅΒ 
$engΓ ZΒΓ �anciniΓ �ΒΓ ĨhangΓ �ΒΓ Ϙ �oninoΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Beijing 2022 
between urban renovation and Olympic sporting legacy: The case 
of Shougang—From space for event to space for health and leisureΒ 
�ōement Ϙ Öport Öciences Ϊ Öcience Ϙ �otricitƤΓ ̓0 Γ͉ ͇ͅΪ͈͇Β #industrial heritage, #mega events, #adaptive reuse 
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�ften descriƓed as peripheralΓ degradedΓ or unfinishedΓ the �e̵aniȘa �locks δ͈̓Ϊ͈͆ζ 
in �ew �elgrade o̸er a compelling counterΨnarratīe to dominant interpretations of 
socialistΨmodernism housing as a failed urƓan e̊perimentΒ �onceīed in the ͉̓͋0s within 
Ğugoslāiaχs modernist planning frameworkΓ these Ɠlocks unfold a surprisingly rich and 
layered spatial configurationΔ high rise lamellasΓ elēated me̳̳aninesΓ interconnected 
green corridorsΓ atomic ƓunkersΓ playgrounds and infrastructural ̄oids form a comple̊ 
system designed to facilitate collectīe life in a heāily industrialised en̄ironmentΒ Ęhile 
their architecture has long Ɠeen ōershadowed Ɠy the more symƓolically charged 
�entral Ĩone of �ōi �eogradΓ the �e̵aniȘa �locks in̄ite renewed attentionάnot as relics 
of an oƓsolete ideologyΓ Ɠut as spatial artefacts that continue to structure urƓan life 
under new political and economic conditionsΒ _n additionΓ their significance does not lie 
solely in their Ɠrutalist aesthetic or structural formΓ Ɠut in their capacity to accommodate 
di̸erenceΓ transitionΓ and inclusionΒ âhe proȘect situates the �e̳anȘia �locks within 
broader questions about the fate and value of modernist public housing in post-
socialist citiesΒ �s matter of factΓ it is relēant to document how the modernist principles 
of lightΓ airΓ pedestrian accessiƓilityΓ and functional ̳oning hāe ēol̄ed or eroded 
ōer timeΒ �lthough now fully prīatised under a liƓeralised real estate marketΓ these 
neighbourhoods retain many of the spatial logics of socialist planning: generous green 
spacesΓ pedestrian routes separated from ̄ehicular tra̹cΓ integrated playgrounds and 
schoolsΓ and shared semiΨpuƓlic infrastructuresΒ âhe research seeks to reΨēaluate the 
capacity of this built environment to absorb and contain deep socio-economic and 
morphological transformations and to identify which elementsάsuch as playgroundsΓ 
open corridorsΓ or shared circulation spacesάhāe resistedΓ adapted toΓ or su̸ered from 
neoliƓeral restructuringΒ 
âhis Âh$ proȘect sets out to comƓine architectural and urƓan analysis with a critical 
reading of planning historyΓ complemented Ɠy ethnographic fieldwork and spatial 
documentationΒ Dieldwork conducted Ɠetween DeƓruary and �arch ̈́0͇̈́ adopted a 
method of situated immersionΔ a di̸erent apartment in the �e̳anȘia �locks was inhaƓited 
each dayΓ allowing for direct e̊perience of the interior and e̊terior spatial conditionsΒ 
�y tracing how ēeryday uses and informal practices rework the original modernist 
frameworkΓ the study aims to dēelop a groundedΓ conte̊tΨsensitīe assessment of 
modernismχs continued ēolutionΒ âhe in̄estigation  adopts the theoretical lens of critical 
heritageΓ mōing Ɠeyond the ̄iew of modernist housing as inert architectural stock 
or outdated ideologyΒ _nsteadΓ it e̊plores these sites as actīe repositories of puƓlic 
memoryΓ social identityΓ and cultural resilienceΒ $rawing on theoretical contriƓutions 
from Ömith δ̈́00͈ζΓ Ârakash et alΒ δ̈́0̈́̓ζΓ and the framework of multiple modernitiesΓ 
the proȘect seeks to reposition postΨsocialist modernist housing within heritage 
discourses that challenge ,urocentric and monumental definitions of conser̄ationΒ _t 
proposes a shift from preser̄ing Ɠuilt form as static oƓȘect toward recognising housing 
as līed infrastructureάēol̄ingΓ contestedΓ and emƓedded in politicalΓ ecologicalΓ 
and social changeΒ âhe aim is to interrogate what it means to preser̄e the legacy of 
socialist modernism not as a monument but as a need or as a cultural artefact shaped 
Ɠy negotiationΓ occupationΓ and collectīe careΒ _t critically addresses the following 
ʉuestionsΔ why preser̄e these placesΚ Ęhat makes them criticalΚ �y drawing attention 
to undere̊plored spatial dēicesΓ the proȘect contriƓutes to emerging discussions on 
spatial ȘusticeΓ housing ʉualityΓ and inclusīe design in postΨcon̼ict and modernist postΨ
socialist urƓan settingsΒ 

How can the spatial and architectural legacy of socialist 
modernism in cities like New Belgrade inform strategies to 
design and inhabit inclusive urban futures amidst market-
driven transformations?

Living Modernism: From Bunkers to Playgrounds and 
the Afterlife of Socialist Urban Utopias 

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �rhī �eogradaΤ âechnical drawingΓ ÖtamƓena ĨgradaΓ�lock ͈̈́ 
ÖēerΓ presek ė__Ψė___Γ͈̓͋͊Β 
Digure ̈́ Ψ �lock ͈̈́ ÖēerΓ circulation at ground and underground lēelsΓ Ɠy 
the authorΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β
Digure ͅ Ψ �lock ͈ͅ ÖēerΓ �orth facade and lamellaχs playgroundΓ Ɠy the 
authorΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β
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ZaƓrakenΓ �Β ~Β δ͉̓͋̈́ζΒ Supports: An alternative to mass housingΒ âhe 
�rchitectural ÂressΒ 
�ernΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ Feminist city: Claiming space in a man-made worldΒ ėersoΒ 
�e �ormandΓ �Β δ̈́0̓͆ζΒ Designing Tito’s capital: Urban planning, 
modernism, and socialism in BelgradeΒ énīersity of ÂittsƓurgh ÂressΒ 
ĘaleyΓ ÂΒ δ̈́0̓̓ζΒ From modernist to market urbanism: The transformation 
of New BelgradeΒ Âlanning ÂerspectīesΓ ͈̈́δ̈́ζΓ ̈́0͋Ϊ͇̈́ͅΒ 
ĞanēaΓ �Β δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ Mapping controversies in architectureΒ ÆoutledgeΒ Σpost-socialist modernism Σcritical heritage Σ�e̅�elgrade 
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_n a world where urƓan landscapes are as intricately connected as they are uniʉuely 
distinctΓ the research τ$ecoding ZinterlandΔ �omparatīe ,̊plorations of Öpatial ,dges 
and érƓan $esign Ötrategies in _stanƓulΓ �eiȘingΓ and âorinoυ emerges as a temporalΨ
spatial e̊ploration into the cyƓernetic soul of citiesΒ Dramed within an enigmatic narratīe 
style and infused with a cyƓerpunk ethosΓ this study engages with a prōocatīe inʉuiryΔ 
“What if the true essence of a city begins to unfold not from its congested centers but 
from its ōerlooked edgesΚυ âhis ʉuestion launches a multifaceted e̊ploration into the 
urƓan fringes of _stanƓulΓ �eiȘingΓ and âorinoΓ recasting urƓan designers and architects in 
the role of φurƓanΤarchiΨcodersχ who nāigateΓ deconstructΓ and reconstruct the urƓan 
faƓric through a cyƓernetic lensΒ
âo truly understand and e̸ectīely reshape urƓan en̄ironmentsΓ we must emƓrace 
the concept of the τcity as a programυάa sophisticatedΓ layered computational 
system where all elementsΓ from infrastructure to social interactionsΓ are intertwined 
and dynamically modifiaƓleΒ âhis approach compels us to see cities not Șust as static 
entities Ɠut as dynamicΓ programmaƓle platforms where changes can Ɠe systematically 
implementedΒ �entral to this is the need to φdecode the hinterlandΒχ �ften ōerlooked 
yet crucialΓ the hinterland acts as a Ɠu̸er and Ɠridge Ɠetween the urƓan core and 
its peripheriesΓ emƓodying comple̊ socioΨeconomicΓ culturalΓ and infrastructural 
dynamicsΒ $ecoding these areas unlocks critical data and insightsΓ rēealing the cityχs 
operational suƓroutines and underlying codeΓ which is ̄ital for urƓanΤarchiΨcoders to 
understand the city holisticallyΓ allowing for precise inter̄entions that foster a more 
programmaƓle and adaptaƓle urƓan futureΒ
�uilding on this understandingΓ the research employs a mi̊edΨmethods approach 
that comƓines rigorous fieldworkΓ targeted inter̄iewsΓ comprehensīe sur̄eysΓ and 
e̊tensīe archīal researchΒ âhis methodological framework is designed to decode the 
socioΨeconomicΓ culturalΓ and infrastructural underpinnings that animate these areasΒ 
�ēeraging spatial and statistical data for nuanced spatialΤtemporal analysisΓ the study 
slices through the urƓan faƓric to rēeal layers of comple̊ity in design strategies that can 
transform hinterlands from neglected outskirts into pulsating hubs of transformation and 
Ɠackdoors of citiesΒ
�s the study transitions into the φreΨcodeχ phaseΓ the focus sharpens on the speculatīe 
reengineering of urƓan peripheriesΒ Euided Ɠy the concept of the τcity as a programΓυ 
urƓan spaces are treated as programmaƓle systemsΓ capaƓle of continuous updatesΓ 
deƓuggingΓ and enhancementsΒ ZereΓ the cityχs socioΨeconomic patternsΓ infrastructural 
networksΓ and regulatory frameworks are reimagined through speculatīe urƓanismΒ 
érƓanΤarchiΨcoders utili̳e �_Ψdrīen simulations and interactīe media to dynamically 
rewrite the urƓan codeΓ crafting innōatīeΓ programmaƓle solutionsΒ âhis transformatīe 
process turns hinterland ̳ones into ̄iƓrantΓ opportunityΨrich areasΓ fundamentally 
enhancing their social and economic potentialΒ
âo concludeΓ τ$ecoding Zinterlandυ transcends con̄entional urƓan studiesΓ redefining 
hinterlands not as peripheral outskirts Ɠut as essential huƓs of innōation within the 
urƓan faƓricΒ _nfused with the essence of cyƓerpunk and mirroring the narratīe depth 
of comple̊ filmsΓ this research pioneers a nōel urƓan design paradigmΒ ZereΓ urƓan 
designers and architectsΓ as coders of the cityΓ engage in a continuousΓ recursīe loop of 
feedƓack and rēisionΒ âhis transformatīe approach ensures urƓan en̄ironments are not 
static Ɠackdrops Ɠut dynamically e̊perienced and constantly reimaginedΒ �y integrating 
cuttingΨedge technology and speculatīe urƓanismΓ hinterlands are positioned as 
critical catalysts for a responsīe urƓan futureΓ suggesting that urƓan edges can ser̄e as 
programs to decode the φcities of the pastΨpresentΨfutureΒχ

What if decoding the city starts with its hinterlands, those 
overlooked edges where power, change, and urban life 
quietly take shape?

Comparative Explorations of Spatial Edges and Urban 
Design Strategies in Istanbul, Beijing, and Turin

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ decodingαhinterlandΒe̊eΓ τ�_�Ö framework of the �lpha ̄ersion 
of the programυΓ Ɠy the authorΒ
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$e EeusΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ Âroposal for a Öcience of the ZinterlandΒ Urban 
Design, 2024(4)Γ ͈Ӟ́ Β͉
�itchellΓ ĘΒ ~Β δ͈̓͋͋ζΒ City of bits: Space, place, and the infobahnΒ âhe �_â 
ÂressΒ
ÖaarinenΓ ,Β δ̓͋͆ͅζΒ The city: Its growth, its decay, its futureΒ Æeinhold 
ÂuƓlishing �orporationΒ #decoding hinterland, #city as a program, #urban/archi-coder
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âhe Daculty of �rchitecture at the Âolytechnic énīersity of âurinΓ a meeting point 
Ɠetween humanistic and technical cultureΓ celeƓrates its centenary with a research 
proȘect aimed at critically reconstructing its ēolution in the second half of the twentieth 
centuryΒ
 Dollowing the puƓlication of the ̄olume dedicated to the years ̓͋̈́͆З͈̓͋ͅ δÂo̳̳atiΓ 
̈́0̈́͆ζΓ a new in̄estigation ƓeginsΓ starting from ͈̓͋͊ Ϊ a symƓolic year of politicalΓ socialΓ 
and academic change at the national and international lēel Ϊ which proposes to e̊plore 
the history of the Öchool through a multidisciplinary and documentary perspectīeΒ
âhe proȘect has prōided for the creation of a working group in̄ol̄ing teachers and 
researchers from the two current departments δ$_Öâ and $�$ζΓ and it is structured as a 
collectīe in̄estigation aimed at restoring the comple̊ity of the history of the Öchool 
of �rchitectureΓ gīing ̄oice to all disciplines and highlighting the interactions Ɠetween 
teachersΓ studentsΓ and the urƓan and cultural conte̊t in which they operatedΒ
âhe aim of the research is to go Ɠeyond the simple chronology of ēentsΓ to immerse 
oneself in the culturalΓ technologicalΓ and social dynamics that hāe shaped the training 
of âurin architects through the teaching of architecture in the second half of the twentieth 
centuryΒ
_n this frameworkΓ a specific research perspectīe is insertedΔ in̄estigating the ēolution 
of unīersity teaching of architecture through the study of printed educational sourcesΒ 
�anualsΓ handoutsΓ notesΓ and academic puƓlications produced Ɠy key memƓers of the 
teaching sta̸ and prominent figures in the unīersity faculty represent fundamental tools 
not only for transmitting content but also for testifying to pedagogical choices in shaping 
architectural educationΓ disciplinary languagesΓ and ̄isions of architectural proȘectsΒ
Ötarting from the model of the manual δ,nchiridionζ and drawing inspiration from some 
recent historiographical e̊periencesΓ the research has as its initial shortΨterm goal 
the construction of a serial source through the systematic collection of manuals and 
dispenseΓ searching for these documents in the unīersity liƓraries and archīes initiallyΓ 
and then mōing to a Ɠroader field of in̄estigationΒ
âhis proposal starts from the idea that the manuals and puƓlications of the faculty re̼ect 
the historical conte̊t of referenceΓ highlighting the e̊periments and ideas circulated in 
the academic en̄ironment and their reciprocal in̼uence on architectural practice and 
theoryΒ
Dollowing this preliminary archīal in̄estigationΓ necessary to Ɠuild a solid framework 
of referenceΓ where the manuals will Ɠe classified and dīidedΓ proƓaƓly Ɠy thematic 
areaΓ it is planned to collect oral sources as well through the reali̳ation of some selected 
inter̄iewsΒ âhe collection of ̄oices from those who hāe līed through the ēolution 
of the âurin Öchool of �rchitectureΓ in its social and technological transformationsΓ 
can certainly help nāigate the narratīe of a path where multiple elements intertwineΔ 
spacesΓ student mōementsΓ workshop themesΓ academic choicesΓ etcΒ 
âhe study aims to contriƓute to the international re̼ection on the history of Öchools 
of �rchitectureΓ which is currently at the center of renewed interest δcfΒ �olominaΓ �ΒΓ 
EalınΓ _Β EΒΓ �otsiorisΓ ,ΒΓ Ϙ �eisterΓ �Β �Β δ,dsΒζΒ δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ Æadical pedagogiesΒ �_â ÂressΒΕ 
�aniaʉue �entonΓ �Β δ,dΒζΒ δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ �es annƤes ͈͊ et la formation des architectesΒ �â, 
δ�rchitectureΓ âerritoireΓ ,n̄ironnementζΒ _n particularΓ it fits into the line of studies that 
connect the history of formatīe institutions with that of editorial practices and the 
construction of disciplinary knowledgeΒ âhe results can ̼ow into a new section of the 
unīersityχs archīal heritage dedicated to the teaching of architectureΓ and they can Ɠe 
useful tools for historical research and stimulate critical re̼ection on the formation of the 
architectΒ

How have the manuals and study material of the Faculty 
ɣǑΈ�ʋƔǨǷʯƢƔʯʿʋƢΈɣǑΈâʿʋǷɅΓΈʣǷɅƔƢΈʯǨƢΈ͈̓͋͂ʣΓΈǷɅ̼ʿƢɅƔƢƛΈ
ĭʋƔǨǷʯƢƔʯʿʋĭȦΈʆƢƛĭǓɣǓ̋ΈĭɅƛΈʋƢ̼ƢƔʯƢƛΈʯǨƢΈʣɣƔǷɣΨ
technological changes of their time?

100 Years of Architecture at the Politecnico di Torino: 
Manuals as Mirrors of Change

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �ccupa̳ione della Dacoltű di �rchitetturaΓ âorinoΓ DeƓruary ̈́͊Γ 
͈̓͋ͅΒ Âhoto Ɠy Eiuseppe EarelliΒ ÖourceΔ Donda̳ione _stituto piemonteseΒ 
�Β Eramsci Ψ �rchīio storicoΒ
Digure ̈́ Ψ �ollage of sourcesΓ guide and controΨguide from Âolitecnico di 
âorino at the ��� Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β
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$uttaΓ �Β δ,dΒζΒ δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ A second modernism: MIT, architecture, and the 
‘techno-social’ momentΒ âhe �_â ÂressΒ
ÂollakΓ �Β δ,dΒζΒ δ͉̓͋͋ζΒ The education of the architect: Historiography, 
urbanism, and the growth of architectural knowledgeΒ âhe �_â ÂressΒ
Âo̳̳atiΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ ̓00Β La Scuola di Architettura di Torino, 1924-36: Le 
premesse e le originiΒ Âolitecnico di âorino #architectural pedagogy, #archive, #tecnho-sociology
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_n the conte̊t of the ongoing ecological transitionΓ puƓlic spaces hāe the potential to 
act as amplifiers of social ineʉualitiesΒ _n response to this issueΓ the present study aims 
to in̄estigate how the formulation of urƓan en̄ironmental regulations must take into 
account the possiƓle e̊acerƓation of spatial ineʉualitiesΓ while also seeking solutions 
that promote social inclusionΒ âhe research oƓȘectīe is to deconstruct the linear narratīe 
often associated with the urƓan design of puƓlic spaces Ɠy rēealing their collectīe 
and dynamic natureάshaped Ɠy economicΓ politicalΓ and social factorsΒ âhis approach 
seeks to transcend the dichotomy Ɠetween nature and society Ɠy integrating scientific 
knowledge and policyΨmaking within a Ɠroader and more participatory democratic 
processΒ 
Ęithin the field of urƓan designΓ en̄ironmental planning is increasingly applied as a key 
component of urƓan regeneration strategies in maȘor ,uropean citiesΒ ZowēerΓ the 
design of green puƓlic spacesΓ for instanceΓ can trigger gentrification processes that 
lead to rising līing costs and the displacement of ̄ulneraƓle populationsΒ _n this regardΓ 
urƓan political ecology emerges as a critical tool for analy̳ing the tensions Ɠetween 
en̄ironmental concerns and social ȘusticeΒ Æather than merely incorporating nature 
into politicsΓ it calls for a redefinition of gōernance and democratic participationΒ 
âhis perspectīe in̄ites a radical rethinking of institutional structures and foundational 
concepts in the face of ecological challengesΒ 
$rawing on the theoretical contriƓutions of �runo �atour and �lƓena ĞanēaΓ this 
research proposes to e̊amine these processes not solely as inherently positīe 
transformations Ɠut also as dynamics thatΓ in certain conte̊tsΓ may reinforce and 
accelerate social ineʉualities within urƓan spaceΒ 
,n̄ironmental considerations in urƓan design often manifest most e̊plicitly in 
the treatment of puƓlic spaceΓ particularly in the form of soΨcalled τspaces of 
aƓandonmentΒυ âhese are open puƓlic areas typically characteri̳ed Ɠy poor planning and 
a lack of defined functionΓ which are freʉuently reƓranded as τgreenυ spaces in response 
to the current ecological crisisάthough often without a coherent strategic ̄isionΒ âhe 
study seeks to understand how such spaces might acʉuire new ̄alue if integrated into 
a Ɠroader and more deliƓerate urƓan ̄isionΒ âhese areas are sites of tension Ɠetween 
puƓlic and prīate property regimes and are freʉuently enmeshed in comple̊ processes 
and disputesΒ 
âhe analysis will focus on two ,uropean citiesάâurin and ÂarisάƓoth of which are 
participants in the �etĨero �ities program and currently engaged in drafting their 
�limate �ity �ontracts δ���ζΓ strategic documents that consolidate local en̄ironmental 
policies with the ōerarching goal of reducing emissionsΒ Ęithin these citiesΓ specific 
urƓan frameworks will Ɠe identified where ���Ψrelated en̄ironmental policies seek 
to reduce emissions indiscriminatelyΒ âhe study will e̊plore how the transformation 
of these spaces a̸ects en̄ironmental ʉualityΓ market ̄aluesΓ and urƓan morphologyΓ 
with the Ɠroader aim of assessing how these changes respond to the ēol̄ing needs of 
contemporary societyΒ 
âo in̄estigate these issuesΓ the research will analy̳e the regulatory frameworks 
concerning puƓlic space in Ɠoth âurin and ÂarisΓ placing them within their respectīe local 
conte̊tsΒ âhis approach in̄ol̄es mapping the contrōersies surrounding Ɠoth puƓlic 
and prīate spacesΓ and un̄eiling the interrelations among designΓ societyΓ and politics 
through a detailed e̊amination of the actors in̄ol̄ed and the processes underpinning 
spatial transformationΒ éltimatelyΓ this constitutes a ʉualitatīe and processΨoriented 
case studyΓ focused on tracking actorsΓ their interactionsΓ and the ēol̄ing dynamics of 
urƓan spaceΒ 

How can urban regulations addressing environmental issues 
ƓƢΈǑɣʋȿʿȦĭʯƢƛΈʯɣΈĭƔƔɣʿɅʯΈǑɣʋΈʯǨƢǷʋΈʆɣʯƢɅʯǷĭȦΈƢ̸ƢƔʯʣΈɣɅΈʯǨƢΈ
ĭȿʆȦǷfiƔĭʯǷɣɅΈɣǑΈǷɅƢʉʿĭȦǷʯǷƢʣΈ̅ǷʯǨǷɅΈʿʋƓĭɅΈʣʆĭƔƢΚ

Public Space and the Ecological Transition: Urban 
Regulations, Social Inequalities, and the Politics of 
Green Design

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �rtistic representation of the Ötanford âaurus in construction Ɠy 
$on $āisΓ ͉͇̓͋Γ graphic rielaƓoration Ɠy the authorΒ
Digure ̈́ Ψ �rtistic representation of the Ötanford âaurus in construction Ɠy 
$on $āisΓ ͉͇̓͋Γ graphic rielaƓoration Ɠy the authorΒ
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ĞanēaΓ �Β δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ Mapping controversies in architectureΒ ÆoutledgeΒ #public space, #political ecology, #controversies
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�uilding with earthΓ though natīe to ,gyptians since time immemorialΓ has Ɠeen in a 
traȘectory of decline since the proliferation of industrial Ɠuilding materials around the turn 
of the ̈́0th centuryΒ âodayΓ in the conte̊t of the climate crisisΓ Ɠuilding with the earth is 
not ̄iaƓleΕ though from Ɠeneath our feetΓ it is more e̊pensīe than Ɠuilding with cement 
Ɠlocks and reinforced concreteΒ Ęe are reminded of this peculiar phenomenon ēery 
summer when the scorching heat is trapped with us inside the Ɠuilding en̄elop and 
the temperature is Ɠetter outsideΒ Ęe resort to air conditioningάin what seems to Ɠe a 
douƓling of the negatīe impact on the en̄ironmentάonly for one to cancel the otherΓ 
and we ask oursel̄esΔ how did we arrīe at this pointΚ
âhis thesis e̊amines the origins of this phenomenonΒ   _n the late ͉̓͊0sΓ �airo defaulted 
on its deƓts to foreign powersΒ âhe stateχs ƓankruptcyΓ due in a large part to financing 
its massīe cityΨƓuilding proȘectsΓ was the prete̊t for �ritish colonial occupation later in 
̓͊͊̈́Β �s part of its program of reformΓ the country was essentially opened to the world 
marketΒ �y ͉̓͊͋Γ the Ɠuilding industry was undergoing a Ɠoom due to an in̼ů of foreign 
in̄estment capital into the construction and real estate marketΒ âhis Ɠoom translated 
in the proliferation of modern industrial Ɠuilding materials like reinforced concreteΓ 
pioneered Ɠy engineering entrepreneurs like Drancois ZenneƓiʉue and supplied Ɠy a 
myriad of ,uropean construction firmsΓ which would later lead to the market collapse 
and financial crisis of ̓͋0͉Β   _n parallel to these dēelopmentsάin which the Ɠuilding 
industry and architectural education e̸ectīely transformed to center modern industrial 
construction methods and materials as the typical practice in architectureάa numƓer 
of foreign architects turned their ga̳e instead towards mudƓrick construction as the 
prēalent ̄ernacular Ɠuilding method in ,gyptΓ now in a traȘectory of definitīe declineΒ 
�etween ̓͋0̈́ and ̓͋0͊Γ �ritish architect and archaeologist Öomers �larke wrote 
aƓout and e̊tensīely documented mudƓrick construction practicesΓ and in ̓͋̓̓Γ �ritish 
architect and colonial o̹cer ,rnest Æichmond wrote a seminal yet littleΨknown essay on 
natīe �uilding �ethods in ,gyptΓ in what constitutes the emergence of a discourse on 
̄ernacular architecture in ,gyptΓ much prior to the populari̳ation of the practice through 
the work of Zassan Dathy in the ̈́nd half of the centuryΒ
âhis thesis is hence a twoΨfold in̄estigationΒ   �n one handΓ it will chart the early 
introduction and proliferation of cementΓ reinforced concrete and industrial Ɠuilding 
materials δ͉̓͊͋З̓͋0͉ζ Ɠy foreign companies in the conte̊t of a colonial political 
economyΒ  �n the other handΓ it will uncōer a parallel and seemingly coincidental 
emergence of a discourse on ̄ernacular architecture in ,gypt δ̓͋0̈́З̓͋̓̓ζ at the moment 
of its declineΒ  
�uilding on a Ɠody of literature that has considered how urƓani̳ation and cityΨƓuilding 
has acted as an engine for recycling surplus capitalΓ at home and aƓroad δZar̄ey ̈́00ͅ 
Ϙ ̈́0̓̓ζΓ and the work of scholars on the market dynamics of Ɠuilding materials in colonial 
conte̊ts δÖtanek ̈́0̈́͆Ε �upers ̈́0̈́0ζΓ it argues that the impetus for φmoderni̳ationχ in 
the form of technological development in the construction industry originated through 
market dynamics in the nascent colony within the imperatīes of political economyΓ 
rather than merely a search for more duraƓle forms of constructionΒ  
âhrough archīal research in the archīes of foreign construction companiesΓ the ministry 
of ÂuƓlic ĘorksΓ and the writings of colonial o̹cials and foreign architects in ,gypt 
at the timeΓ �ud Ϙ �oncrete aims to estaƓlish a causal relation Ɠetween the decline 
of the practice of Ɠuilding with earth and the suƓseʉuent emergence of a discourse 
on ̄ernacular architecture in ,gypt at the turn of the centuryΒ _t contriƓutes to the 
,n̄ironmental and �onstruction history of the �odern �iddle ,astΒ

What are the historical roots for the phenomenon that 
building with earth is less viable and more expensive than 
building with cement and concrete?

Mud & Concrete: The Reinvention of Vernacular 
Architecture in Egypt at the Turn of the Century

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �e �eton �rme ȘournalΓ ~une ̓͊͋͋Β Ehent énīersity �iƓrary Ϙ 
éEent �agnel �aƓoratoryΒ
Digure ̈́ Ψ �usee des �ntiʉuites ,gyptiennesΓ ̓͊͋͋Β �entre dχarchīes 
dχarchitecture contemporaineΒ
Digure ͅ Ψ ,rnest ÆichmondΓ �uilding �ethods in ,gyptΓ ̓͋̓̓Β Æ_�� ȘournalΒ
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�larkeΓ ÖΒ δ̓͋0͊ζΒ âhe ése of �udΨ�rick in ,gyptΒ The Cairo Scientific 
JournalΓ ̈́δ̈́̓ζΓ ̈́̓̓Ӟ́̈́0Β
ÆichmondΓ ,Β δ̓͋̓̓ζΒ �uilding �ethods in ,gyptΒ Journal of the Royal 
Institute of British ArchitectsΓ ͅδ̓͊ζΓ ͇ͅͅЗ͇͇0Β
�wenΓ ÆΒ δ͉̓͋̈́ζΒ âhe �airo Ɠuilding industry and the Ɠuilding Ɠoom of ͉̓͊͋ 
to ̓͋0 Β͉ Colloque international sur l’histoire du CaireΓ ͉ͅͅЗ͇ͅ0Β
ÂiatonΓ �ΒΓ EodoliΓ ,ΒΓ Ϙ ÂeycerƤΓ $Β δ,dsζΒ δ̈́0̓̈́ζΒ Building Beyond the 
Mediterranean: Studying the Archives of European Businesses (1860-
1970)Β _nėisuΒ
�upersΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́0ζΒ âhe _n̄ention of _ndigenous �rchitectureΒ _Β �hengΓ �Β 
�Β $āis __Γ Ϙ �Β �Β Ęilson δ,dsζ Race and Modern Architecture: A Critical 
History from the Enlightenment to the Present δ͉̓͊З̓͋͋ζΒ énīersity of 
ÂittsƓurgh ÂressΒ #building with earth, #reinforced concrete, #construction history
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Building with earth, though native to Egyptians since time immemorial, has been in a trajectory 
of decline since the proliferation of industrial building materials at the turn of the 20th century. 
Today, in the context of the climate crisis, building with the earth is not viable; though from 
beneath our feet, it is more expensive than building with cement blocks and reinforced 
concrete. We are reminded of this peculiar phenomenon every summer when the scorching 
heat is trapped with us inside the building envelop and the temperature is better outside. 
We resort to air conditioning—in what seems to be a doubling of the negative impact on the 
environment—only for one to cancel the other, and we ask ourselves: how did we arrive at this 
point?

This thesis examines the origins of this phenomenon.   In the late 1870s, Cairo defaulted on its 
debts to foreign powers. The state’s bankruptcy, due in a large part to financing its massive 
city-building projects, was the pretext for British colonial occupation later in 1882. As part 
of its program of reform, the country was essentially opened to the world market. By 1897, 
the building industry was undergoing a boom due to an in̼ux of foreign investment capital 
into the construction and real estate market. This boom translated in the proliferation of 
modern industrial building materials like reinforced concrete, pioneered by engineering 
entrepreneurs like Francois Hennebique and supplied by a myriad of European construction 
firms, which would later lead to the market collapse and financial crisis of 1907.     In parallel to 
these developmentsάin which the building industry and architectural education effectively 
transformed to center modern industrial construction methods and materials as the typical 
practice in architecture—a number of foreign architects turned their gaze instead towards 
mudbrick construction as the prevalent vernacular building method in Egypt, now in a 
trajectory of definitive decline. Between 1902 and 1908, British architect and archaeologist 
Somers Clarke wrote about and extensively documented mudbrick construction practices, 
and in 1911, British architect and colonial o̹cer Ernest Richmond wrote a seminal yet little-
known essay on native Building Methods in Egypt, in what constitutes the emergence of a 
discourse on vernacular architecture in Egypt, much prior to the popularization of the practice 
through the work of Hassan Fathy in the 2nd half of the century.

This thesis is hence a two-fold investigation.    On one hand, it will chart the early introduction 
and proliferation of cement, reinforced concrete and industrial building materials (1897-1907) 
by foreign companies in the context of a colonial political economy.   On the other hand, it 
will uncover a parallel and seemingly coincidental emergence of a discourse on vernacular 
architecture in Egypt (1902-1911) at the moment of its decline.  

Building on a body of literature on how urbanization and city-building has acted as an engine 
for recycling surplus capital, at home and abroad (Harvey 2003 and 2011), and the work 
of scholars on the economics of building materials in colonial contexts (Stanek 2024 and 
Cupers 2020), it argues that the impetus for ‘modernization’ in the form of technological 
development in the construction industry originated through market dynamics in the 
nascent colony within the imperatives of political economy, rather than merely a search for 
more durable forms of construction.     Through archival research in the archives of foreign 
construction companies, the ministry of Public Works, and the writings of colonial o̹cials 
and foreign architects in Egypt at the time, Mud & Concrete aims to establish a causal relation 
between the decline of the practice of building with earth and the subsequent emergence of 
a discourse on vernacular architecture in Egypt at the turn of the century. It aims to contribute 
to the Environmental and Construction History of the Modern Middle East. 
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érƓan parks are ̄ital spaces for delīering landscape ser̄icesΓ yet con̄entional methods 
often fail to capture the multisensory and dynamic nature of human-environment 
interactionsΒ âhis gap leads to incomplete assessments of ecosystem ser̄ice dīersityΓ 
particularly cultural ser̄icesΓ undermining eʉuitaƓle resource allocation and conte̊tΨ
sensitīe urƓan planningΒ �ddressing this challenge is critical for optimi̳ing park 
in̄estments and ensuring spatial Șustice in rapidly urƓani̳ing areasΒ âhis study dēelops 
an innōatīe methodological framework comƓining multisource perceptual data 
and computational analysis to measure and optimi̳e urƓan park landscape ser̄icesΓ 
̄alidated through crossΨcultural comparisons of âurinΓ _talyΓ and �eiȘingΓ �hinaΒ  
,̊ploring this topic Ɠy three phasesΔ 
Âhase _Δ �ultimodal $ecoding of �andscape Öer̄ice âypologiesΒ Docusing on âurin and 
�eiȘing as study casesΓ this phase integrates social media te̊ts from Eoogle Æēiew 
and geoΨtagged photos from Dlickr to systematically decode ̄isitor interactions and 
perception with urƓan parks landscapesΒ � multiΨmodal fusion algorithm comƓines 
natural language processing and ̄isual analyticsΓ enaƓling the spatial mapping of key 
landscape ser̄ice typologiesΓ including en̄ironmental imprōementΓ historicalΨcultural 
preser̄ationΓ aesthetic appreciationΓ recreational actīitiesΓ and et alΒ 
Âhase __Δ �ausal �nalysis of �andscape Öer̄ice $ynamics and �and ése and �and 
�ōer δ�é��ζ _ntersectionΒ �uilding on Âhase ̓Γ this phase conducts a crossΨcultural 
comparatīe analysis of �esino Âark δâurinΓ _talyζ and �haoyang Âark δ�eiȘingΓ �hinaζ 
to in̄estigate the causal mechanisms linking �é�� transitions to landscape ser̄ice 
ēolutionΒ �ēeraging multiΨresolution remote sensing data Ψ including ͅ0m gloƓal land 
cōer product δE��αD�Öͅ0$ζ and ̓0m �andsat imagery δ̈́000Ϊ̈́0̈́0ζΓ this phase plans 
to reconstruct highΨprecision �é�� change traȘectoriesΒ âhese geospatial datasets are 
integrated with longitudinal ser̄ice supply indicators derīed from geotagged rēiew 
te̊ts and user generated photosΓ decoded through Âhase ̓χ s ��ÂΨ̄isual hyƓrid modelΒ 
Âhase ___Δ �lgorithm $ēelopment of Öpatial _ntelligent �ptimi̳ationΒ �uilding on the 
multisensory ser̄ice typologies δÂhase _ζ and �é��Ψser̄ice causality insights δÂhase __ζΓ 
this phase estaƓlishes a demandΨresponsīe optimi̳ation framework and algorithm to 
reconcile Ɠehāioral preferences with ecological constraints at the park lēelΒ �entered 
on �esino Âark δâurinζ and �haoyang Âark δ�eiȘingζΓ this phase integrates ̄isitor Ɠehāior 
preference sur̄eysΓ spatial demand modelingΓ and algorithmΨdrīen urƓan park 
optimi̳ation technological framework to ad̄ance ēidenceΨƓased park designΒ 
âhis research tries to estaƓlish a nōelΓ interdisciplinary framework for imprōing 
urƓan park landscape ser̄icesΒ �y Ɠlending perceptual analyticsΓ causal analysisΓ and 
intelligent optimi̳ationΓ it introduces a τhumanΨecological coΨēolutionυ approach 
to park optimi̳ationΒ âhrough a comparison of �eiȘing and âurinΓ this study aims to 
create a multiΨmodal deep learning pipeline δÂhase _ζ that identifies spatial disparities in 
landscape ser̄ice distriƓution and āailaƓilityΒ Âhase __χs causal modeling will highlight 
how di̸erent �é�� changes lead to ̄arying ser̄ice dynamicsΓ prōiding insights 
for policy decisionsΒ DinallyΓ Âhase ___ applies these findings to create an intelligent 
optimization algorithm that tailors urban park design to landscape services supply and 
demand Ɠased on ̄isitorsχ Ɠehāioral preferencesΓ resulting in a demandΨresponsīe 
approach to urban park design and planning

How can the intelligent optimization theoretical and 
technical framework for urban park landscape service 
systems be restructured under a human-ecological 
synergistic perspective?

Measurement and Optimization of Urban Parks’ 
Landscape Services Demand and Supply: Taking 
Beijing, China and Turin, Italy as Case Studies. 
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érƓan morphology research is e̊periencing a crucial paradigm shiftΒ �riginating in _talyΓ 
typoΨmorphology traditionally encompasses two methodological approachesΔ static 
typologyΓ which treats the city as a τfro̳en museumΓυ rēealing the comƓinatorial logic of 
spatial elements through classificationΕ and dynamic typologyΓ which ̄iews the city as a 
τlīing organismΓυ tracing morphological ēolution across timeΒ Ęhile these methods may 
appear contradictoryΓ they are in fact complementaryΓ prōiding a critical framework for 
understanding cities in continuous transformationΒ
�hinaχs rapid urƓani̳ation o̸ers a uniʉue crossΨcultural perspectīe for urƓan 
morphology studiesΒ �s urƓani̳ation acceleratesΓ historic cities face unprecedented 
challenges in Ɠalancing preser̄ation and dēelopmentΒ �gainst this ƓackdropΓ ĝiaoĝiZu 
ser̄es as a pioneering e̊ampleΓ demonstrating an alternatīe urƓan renewal model 
that prioriti̳es community inclusīityΓ historical identity preser̄ationΓ and sustainaƓle 
dēelopment practicesΒ _n stark contrast to commercially drīen proȘects that prioriti̳e 
market demands ōer cultural authenticityΓ ĝiaoĝiZuχs approach emphasi̳es integrating 
the communityχs uniʉue cultural and historical conte̊t into the dēelopment processΒ
âhe ĝiaoĝiZu proȘect e̊emplifies how urƓan renewal practices are drīing a paradigm 
shift in typoΨmorphologyάfrom τstatic preser̄ationυ to τdynamic transitionΒυ âhe 
neighƓorhood e̊hiƓits a distinctīe τtransitional morphologyυΔ neither a fully preser̄ed 
historic district nor a completely redēeloped commercial ̳oneΓ Ɠut rather an organic 
assemƓlage of traditional courtyard houses δ͆ͅиζΓ ÆepuƓlicanΨera architecture 
δ̓ͅиζΓ and contemporary additions δ͈̈́иζΒ âhis spatial configuration ̄īidly illustrates 
the creatīe interplay Ɠetween spontaneous resident modifications and planned 
inter̄entionsΓ resulting in a Ɠalanced solution that reconciles historical continuity with 
modern adaptaƓilityΒ
,mpirical research on ĝiaoĝiZu demonstrates that retaining ͈0и of historic structures 
while carefully integrating modern functional elements achiēes a spatial coupling 
Ɠetween historical faƓric and contemporary needsΒ âhis incremental renewal strategy 
estaƓlishes a dynamic eʉuiliƓrium Ɠetween historical continuity and functional 
adaptationΓ preser̄ing the material carriers of place memory while addressing urƓan 
dēelopment demandsΒ âhis process aligns with �u ĝunχs modernist insight in �ld âales 
Æetoldάthe continuity of tradition does not rely on mere replication Ɠut reʉuires critical 
reconstruction for creatīe transformationΒ
âhis innōatīe model transcends the con̄entional preser̄ationΨ̄ersusΨdēelopment 
dichotomy Ɠy adopting a multiΨstakeholder collaƓoratīe framework δcommunityΨ
e̊pertsΨgōernmentζΓ facilitating organic urƓan renewalΒ âhe proȘect prioriti̳es 
preser̄ing the communityχs social networks and cultural memoryΓ harmoni̳ing residentsχ 
daily needs with heritage conser̄ation oƓȘectīesΒ �s a replicaƓle model for sustainaƓle 
urƓan regeneration in �hinaΓ ĝiaoĝiZuχs cultureΨsensitīeΓ communityΨdrīen approach 
fundamentally di̸ers from profitΨdrīen commercial redēelopmentΓ demonstrating 
how economic ̄iaƓility and cultural authenticity can coe̊istΒ
âhis study not only ̄alidates the feasiƓility of �hinaχs urƓan renewal practices Ɠut 
also contriƓutes gloƓally significant theoretical insightsΒ �y conceptuali̳ing the 
�hinese e̊perienceΓ it redefines the role of typoΨmorphology in contemporary urƓan 
dēelopmentΓ proposing a τthird wayυ that mōes Ɠeyond the traditional preser̄ationΨ
dēelopment ƓinaryΒ âhe resulting integrated frameworkΓ which merges historical 
continuity with modern adaptaƓilityΓ is Ɠoth rooted in �hinaχs urƓan renewal practices 
and unīersally relēantΓ o̸ering ̄aluaƓle academic and practical implications for 
international urƓan transformation researchΒ

How can the ‘transitional paradigm’ in urban morphology, 
as demonstrated by Nanjing’s XiaoXiHu case, reconcile 
historical continuity with modern adaptability during China’s 
rapid urbanization?

The Transitional Paradigm in Urban Morphology: 
Southern Nanjing (XiaoXiHu) as a Living Lab

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �erial ̄iew of ĝiaoĝiZu Zistoric $istrictΓ �anȘingΒΓ  ̈́0̈́̓Γ ÖourceΔ 
�ifeweek �aga̳ine �nline Ψ photo Ɠy Zou �owenΒ
Digure ̈́ Ψ Ötreet ̄iew of ĝiaoĝiZu neighƓorhoodΓ  Eame�ook weƓsiteΒ
Digure ͅ Ψ Âanoramic ̄iew of ĝiaoĝiZu regeneration areaΓ Ĩhihu �olumnΒ
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_n the early decades of the Âeopleχs ÆepuƓlic of �hinaΓ under the constraints of a 
centrally planned economy and sēere material scarcityΓ �hinese cities underwent 
rapid industrial transformation through a uniʉue model known as Ęork énit érƓanismΒ 
âhe danwei δwork unitζ was not merely an administratīe or productīe unitΓ Ɠut a spatial 
and social structure that profoundly shaped urƓan life in socialist �hinaΒ _t integrated 
workplacesΓ housingΓ puƓlic ser̄icesΓ and political organi̳ation into a selfΨcontained 
compoundΓ fostering ēeryday intimacyΓ social cohesionΓ and collectīe ƓelongingΒ âhe 
danwei system played a foundational role in shaping the spatial and institutional faƓric of 
�hinese cities from the ͇̓͋0s through the ̓͋͋0sΒ
_n contrastΓ urƓan �hina today may Ɠe increasingly shaped Ɠy conditions of competitionΓ 
fragmentationΓ and uncertaintyάtendencies that may also re̼ect Ɠroader gloƓal urƓan 
dynamicsΒ �n a planetary scaleΓ cities face mounting pressures from climate changeΓ 
natural disastersΓ geopolitical tensionsΓ and the Ɠreakdown of shared ideological 
frameworksΒ �n the ēeryday lēelΓ indīiduals e̊perience increasing psychological 
fatigueΓ social alienationΓ and spatial disconnectionΓ e̊acerƓated Ɠy hyperΨdigiti̳ation 
and the rise of artificial intelligenceΒ âime and space in urƓan life hāe Ɠecome 
fracturedΓ routine interpersonal interactions are diminishedΓ and younger generations 
are potentially losing the aƓility to form meaningful relationships with their immediate 
surroundingsΒ
_n this conte̊tΓ this research reconsiders the e̊periential concept of urƓan spatial 
pro̊imityάnot only as a physical arrangementΓ Ɠut as a conceptual lens for 
understanding how ēeryday spatial en̄ironments may foster social resilienceΓ mutual 
aidΓ and collectīe lifeΒ _t argues that the danwei legacy may o̸er ̄aluaƓle insights into 
how urƓan en̄ironments can Ɠe designed to support sustained human interaction and 
cultīate a more nuanced understanding of the world around usΒ Öuch understandingΓ in 
turnΓ may enaƓle the emergence of new forms of social relationshipsΓ collectīe actionsΓ 
and puƓlic lifeΒ âhese spatial and social possiƓilities could Ɠecome especially relēant 
under conditions of scarcityΓ crisisΓ or future urƓan disruptionsάcalling for continuousΓ 
groundedΓ and inclusīe practices of reimagining pro̊imity in daily urƓan lifeΒ
�ethodologicallyΓ this proȘect comƓines historicalΨspatial analysisΓ fieldworkΓ and crossΨ
cultural comparisonΒ _t traces the ēolution of danwei neighƓorhoods in �hinese citiesά
particularly in Euang̳houΓ with comparatīe re̼ection on �eiȘingάfrom the socialist era 
to the presentΓ analy̳ing how spatial intimacy was producedΓ transformedΓ or erodedΒ 
_t also Ɠrings these �hinese cases into dialogue with international e̊periencesΓ notaƓly 
collectīe housing in _talyΓ to e̊plore alternatīe traȘectories of urƓan pro̊imity and 
collectīe līingΒ âhrough this multiΨscalar approachΓ the research seeks to address 
key ʉuestionsΔ Zow did danwei spatial forms facilitate urƓan cohesion and resilience 
in the past? What remains of these legacies today? Can their embedded principles be 
reactīated or reinterpreted to address contemporary urƓan challengesΚ �nd how can 
comparatīe urƓanism contriƓute to a more nuanced understanding of pro̊imity in a 
gloƓali̳ing yet fragmenting worldΚ
éltimatelyΓ this study aims to contriƓute to deƓates on sustainaƓleΓ inclusīeΓ and humanΨ
centered urƓan futures Ɠy grounding them in historically situatedΓ socially emƓeddedΓ 
and spatially tangiƓle practicesΒ �y rēīing attention to the immediate en̄ironment 
and ēeryday e̊perienceΓ it en̄isions new ways to reconnect indīiduals with their 
surroundingsΓ resist urƓan alienationΓ and inspire more resilient forms of urƓan lifeΒ

How can the historical evolution of danwei in Urban China 
help reimagine spatial proximity, immediate environments, 
and collective resilience, toward more sustainable and 
inclusive urban futures?

Danwei Legacies and Urban Spatial Proximity: Toward 
Sustainable and Inclusive Urban Futures in China

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ Euang̳hou �ement Âlant and adȘacent workersχ residential areaΓ 
̓͋͊Γ ÖourceΔ Euang̳hou �onstruction �ommitteeΒ δ̓͋͋͆ζΒ Euang̳hou 
�hengȘian DengƓeiΒ Euang̳houΓ �hinaΒ
Digure ̈́ Ψ �ain gate and enclosing wall of the Euang̳hou �ement Âlant 
compoundΓ ̓͋͊͋Γ ÖourceΔ Euang̳hou �onstruction �ommitteeΒ δ̓͋͋͆ζΒ 
Euang̳hou �hengȘian DengƓeiΒ Euang̳houΓ �hinaΒ
Digure ͅ Ψ �ollectīe residential Ɠuildings of ĝiaogang Ęorkersχ �ew 
ėillageΓ Euang̳houΓ ̓͋͊0sΓ ÖourceΔ Euang̳hou �onstruction �ommitteeΒ 
δ̓͋͋͆ζΒ Euang̳hou �hengȘian DengƓeiΒ Euang̳houΓ �hinaΒ

Sources 
�ȘorklundΓ ,Β �Β δ͈̓͋͊ζΒ âhe danweiΔ ÖocioΨspatial characteristics of work 
units in �hinaχs urƓan societyΒ Geografiska Annaler: Series B, Human 
Geography, 68δ̓ζΓ ͇͆Ϊ͇͊Β
�oninoΓ �ΒΓ Ϙ $e ÂieriΓ DΒ δ̈́0͇̓ζΒ Beijing Danwei: Industrial heritage and 
urban transformationΒ ~ōisΒ
�rayΓ $Β δ̈́00͇ζΒ Social space and governance in urban China: The danwei 
system from origins to reformΒ Ötanford énīersity ÂressΒ
ZendersonΓ EΒΓ Ϙ �ohenΓ �Β �Β δ̓͋͊͆ζΒ The Chinese hospital: A socialist 
work unitΒ Ğale énīersity ÂressΒ
�uΓ $Β δ̈́00͈ζΒ Remaking Chinese urban form: Modernity, scarcity and 
space, 1949–2005Β ÆoutledgeΒ #chinese danwei urbanism, #spatial proximity, #urban sustainability
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ZistoryΓ according to the �enȘaminian conception of τȘet̳t̳eitυΓ is marked Ɠy 
rēolutionary moments where things collapse to reorganise into a new orderΒ âhe 
̓͋ͅ0 represents for Öweden the τmodernismχs Ɠreakthroughυ δÆudƓergΓ ̓͋͋͋ζ and the 
Ɠeginning of a new transformatīe era for the countryΒ âhe process of modernisation 
of the stateΓ anticipated in the ̓͋ͅ0 Ötockholm ,̊hiƓition and theorised in the ƓookΨ
manifesto τaccepteraυ δ�splund et alΓ ̓͋̓ͅζΓ was definitīely estaƓlished during the 
τfolkhemmetυ δ̓͋̈́ͅЗ͉͈̓͋ζΓ a long term political programme of welfare state policy under 
the gōernment of the Öwedish Öocial $emocratic ÂartyΒ Öince the ͅ0s functionalismΓ 
in Öwedish τfunkisυΓ Ɠecame the new standard for architecture and planningΓ as it 
marked a Ɠreak from national romanticism and nordic classicism and a way to minimise 
construction costs and to prōide more līing space for lowΨincome familiesΒ $uring 
this fortyΨyear periodΓ societal power structures changedΔ urƓanisation accelerated 
and infrastructures imprōed significantly with many en̄ironmental implications δiΒeΒ 
resource e̊ploitation in the �orrlandζΒ âhus architecture in Öweden Ɠecame a tool 
for the political design of the city to create a more eʉualΓ prosperous and fair mass 
societyΒ Öwedish neutrality during Ɠoth Ęorld Ęars and the nonΨalignment during the 
�old Ęar allowed the country to līe in an incuƓatorΨlike state and to dēelop modern 
architecture and urƓanism as a propaganda tool for τthe middle wayυ δ�hildsΓ ͈̓͋ͅζΒ 
Öwedish architecture and planning Ɠecame famous for their pragmaticΓ proƓlemΨ
focused stanceΒ âhe τsocial democratic management of the cityυ δâafuriΓ ͉̓͋ͅζ operated 
Ɠy architects with a strong social orientationΓ Ɠoth animated Ɠy concerns for ideological 
δsocialΨdemocraticζ and practical δfunctionalζ mattersΓ produced e̊cellent results in the 
growth of the citiesΓ puƓlic Ɠuilding and housingΒ âhe country can Ɠe seen as a model 
for the relations Ɠetween architecture and politicsΓ en̄ironment and constructionΓ and 
τaccepteraυ could Ɠe perceīed as a socialΨdemocratic programmatic manifesto in 
terms of architecture and planning for the years to comeΒ âoday we are approaching fifty 
years since the end of the social democratic state modelΓ a su̹ciently long period to 
assess the welfare state in its entiretyΓ comple̊ityΓ and importance ōer its ͆͆Зyear spanΒ 
âhe ̓͋̈́ͅЗ͉͈̓͋ periodisationΓ Ɠorrowed from politics Ϊ the gōernment led Ɠy Âer �lƓin 
ZanssonΓ âage ,rlanderΓ and �lof ÂalmeΓ each of whom līed in modern mass housing 
Ɠlocks Ϊ is relēant to architecture as it encompasses a range of di̸erent phases of the 
urƓan transformation and Ɠuilding regimes δEullƓerg and �aiȘserΓ ̈́00͉ζΔ the e̊pansion 
of functional row houses in the inner suƓurƓs δ̓͋ͅ0sΨ͆0sζΓ the creation of satellite 
towns later called the ���Ψstad δ͇̓͋0sΨ͈0sζΓ the �ilȘonprogrammet δ͈̓͋0sΨ͉0sζ and 
finally the renōation of τthe hearth of the cityυ δ͈̓͋0sΨ͉0sζΒ âhe chosen ends hāe also 
a re̼ection on the maȘor urƓan transformation in the city of ÖtockholmΔ indeed ̓͋̈́ͅ 
is the year of the competition for the masterplan of �orrmalm area δ͇ͅ0 participants 
including �l̄ar �alto and �e �orƓusierζ and ͉͈̓͋ coincide with the conclusion of maȘor 
urƓan transformations such as Öergelstorg and �ulturhuset and Ȫeriges ÆiksƓankΒ 
�oreōerΓ the ̓͋̈́ͅ coincides with the start of construction of the âunnelƓanan and ͉͈̓͋ 
represents the final phase of the �ilȘonprogrammet which territorial spread was made 
possiƓle Ɠy the dēelopment of largeΨscale puƓlic transport systemΒ âhe proposed 
ends could be perceived anomalous as they cross the boundary marked by the Second 
Ęorld Ęar Ɠut is motīated Ɠy Öwedish neutrality and nonΨalignment in the con̼ictsΒ âhe 
caesura represented Ɠy the war for those Ɠelonging to the maȘor Ɠelligerent nationsΓ is 
aƓsent in the Öwedish conte̊tΒ _t could Ɠe argued that Öweden līes its τshort centuryυ 
δ,ric ZoƓsƓawmΓ ̓͋͋͆ζ ēen faster and within the proposed periodisationΔ Ɠefore ̓͋̈́ͅ 
Öweden is a ̓͋th century countryΓ after ͉͈̓͋ Öweden Ɠecomes the most τ�mericanised 
countryυ in ,uropeΒ 

Zɣ̅ΈƛǷƛΈĭʋƔǨǷʯƢƔʯʿʋƢΈƢȿƓɣƛ̋ΓΈǷɅ̼ʿƢɅƔƢΓΈĭɅƛΈȿƢƛǷĭʯƢΈʯǨƢΈ
political ideals of the welfare state, and in what ways did it 
contribute to the construction of a collective identity, social 
equity, and the everyday life of its citizens?

The Interplay Between Architecture and Politics 
in Social Democratic Sweden of Folkhemmet 
δ̓͋̈́ͅЗ͉͈̓͋ζ

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ ÂerΨ�lƓinhusenΓ �lstensgatan ͆0Γ �rommaΓ Âaul Zedʉ̄ist with 
�lle ,ngk̄ist δ̓͋̈́ͅЗͅͅζΓ Ɠy $igital�useumΒ
Digure ̈́ Ψ ,rlanderhusetΓ Dyr̄erkarƓacken ̈́̓Γ �arieƓergΓ Zenning �rlando 
δ͈̓͋0Ӟ͈́ζΓ Ɠy $igital�useumΒ
Digure ͅ Ψ Âalmes radhusΓ âornedalsgatan ̓ͅΓ ėũllingƓyΓ �ertil �arlƤnΓ ~osef 
ÖtũckΓ ~on ZɭȘer e Öture �Șungʉ̄ist δ͇̓͋̈́З͇͇ζΓ Ɠy $igital�useumΒ

Sources 
�rrheniusΓ âΒΓ �raaeΓ ,ΒΓ Ϙ ÆuudΓ EΒ δ,dsΒζ δ̈́0͇̈́ζΒ Architecture and Welfare: 
Scandinavian PerspectivesΒ �irkhũuserΒ
�attssonΓ ZΒΓ Ϙ ĘallensteinΓ ÖΒ δ̈́0̓0ζΒ Swedish modernism: Architecture, 
Consumption and the Welfare StateΒ �rtifice _ncorporatedΒ
ÖwenartonΓ �ΒΓ �̄ermaeteΓ âΒΓ Ϙ ėan $en ZeūelΓ $Β δ,dsΒζ δ̈́0̓͆ζΒ 
Architecture and the welfare stateΒ ÆoutledgeΒ
©stƓergΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ The rise and fall of Swedish social democracyΒ ėerso 
�ooksΒ #acceptera, #folkhemmet, #funkis
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âhe reconstruction of ÖkopȘe following the ͈̓͋ͅ earthʉuake played a crucial role 
in shaping its architectural and urƓan identityΒ _nternationally coordinated e̸orts 
Ϊ documented in ÖkopȘe Æesurgent δé�$ÂΓ ͉̓͋0ζ and deeply discussed in âolicχs 
puƓlication δâolicΓ ̈́0̓̓ζ Ϊ resulted in a cityscape dominated Ɠy socialistΨmodernist 
residential ƓlocksΒ ZowēerΓ rapid prīati̳ation and economic liƓerali̳ation in 
suƓseʉuent decades hāe prompted unregulated urƓan transformationsΒ Ęhile largeΨ
scale speculatīe proȘectsΓ such as the contrōersial τÖkopȘe ̈́0̓͆υ initiatīeΓ hāe drawn 
wide academic and media attention δ~anēΓ ̈́0͈̓ζΓ smallerΨscale illegal modifications in 
socialistΨera housing hāe largely remained undere̊ploredΒ 
$rawing on the field e̊plorations carried outΓ the e̊changes and comparisons that hāe 
taken place with local scholars δincluding ~ōan _̄anōskiΓ $īna ÂencicΓ �gnen �arinaζ 
from the work done with the Ö,,Δ͆� groupΓ and the readings on the themeΓ the research 
aims at investigate one such phenomenon: the gradual transformation of socialist-era 
massΨhousing comple̊es in ÖkopȘe through successīe indīidual initiatīes since the 
̓͋͋0sΒ   
âhe studied phenomenon is deeply emƓedded in the Ɠroader socioΨeconomic and 
political shifts that followed the collapse of the Öōiet Ɠloc and �orth �acedoniaχs 
independence in ̓͋͋̓ and the suƓseʉuent transition to a freeΨmarket economyΒ âhese 
modifications aimed to enhance the usaƓility of prīate apartments through their 
e̊pansionΒ _nitially unauthori̳ed and unplannedΓ these changes were tolerated Ɠy local 
authoritiesΓ leading to the creation of a form of τdomestic illegalityυΓ a process in which 
illegal practices Ɠecome normali̳ed within the urƓan en̄ironmentΒ âhese housing unitsΓ 
initially conceīed as standardi̳edΓ stateΨprōided dwellings with e̊tensīe puƓlic 
green spacesΓ hāe Ɠeen progressīely altered through apartment e̊tensionsΓ Ɠalcony 
enclosuresΓ and groundΨlēel commercial con̄ersionsΒ δ�ou̳arōski et alΒΓ ̈́0̓̓ζ 
âhe economic shift did not correspond to an immediate change in the legal frameworkΓ 
failing to accommodate new housing demands and the changed householdχs 
compositionΒ _n this gapΓ indīidual initiatīes roseΓ leading to widespread yet 
unauthori̳ed modifications and the emergence of a whole τeconomy of illegalityυ 
centered around these kinds of operationsΒ Ârīate dēelopers played a significant 
role Ɠy identifying this new market demandΔ in e̊change for withstanding construction 
costsΓ dēelopers gained ownership of the new apartments Ɠuilt as elēation of e̊isting 
ƓuildingsΒ âhe mechanism enaƓled residents to e̊pand their apartments without 
direct financial outlayΓ gaining consent from the maȘorityΒ �lthough these practices 
Ɠegan informallyΓ an e̊Ψpost legali̳ation process was initiated in ̈́0̓̓Γ solidifying an 
institutionali̳ation of the practices once considered illegalΒ 
�y focusing on these topics the work seeks to answer specific ʉuestionsΔ which are the 
ordinary practices behind the illegal transformation of socialist mass-housing buildings in 
ÖkopȘe and how they interact with the institutionali̳ed transformation of the cityΚ Zow do 
illegal housing e̊pansions in �arpoʦ redefine spatial legality practicesΓ and what are their 
implications for urban planning in the transformation of the city? 
âhis research addresses a gap in the e̊isting studies on this cityΓ which hāe largely 
focused Ϊ especially in the past ͇̓ years Ϊ on urƓan planning history and architectural 
authorshipΒ Ęhat is currently lacking is an inΨdepth analysis of ēeryday practices and the 
smallΓ incremental transformations thatΓ collectīelyΓ are reshaping the cityΒ 
âhis study represents a preliminary operatīe e̊ploration Ϊ constrained Ɠy research 
and funds contingencies Ϊ that may constitute the groundwork of a research strand 
in̄estigating the processes of indīidual strategies and the e̸ectīeness of this kind of 
transformations of massΨhousing Ɠuildings following political and social crises in cities in 
transitionΒ

Which are the ordinary practices behind the illegal 
transformation of socialist mass-housing buildings in Skopje 
and how they deal with the institutionalized transformation 
of the city?

Domestic Illegality. The Individually-Driven Practices 
in the Transformation of the Post-Socialist City

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ Æesearch ʉuestionsχ diagram and photo of an apartment 
e̊tensionΓ Ɠy the authorΒ

Sources 
�ou̳arōskiΓ ÖΒΓ Öaluk̄ad̳eΓ ~ΒΓ Ϙ EentileΓ �Β δ̈́0̓̓ζΒ � Öocially Æesilient 
érƓan âransitionΚ âhe �ontested �andscapes of �partment �uilding 
,̊tensions in âwo ÂostΨcommunist �itiesΒ Urban Studies, 48(13)Γ ͈̈́͊͋З
͉̈́̓͆Β httpsΔΤΤdoiΒorgΤ̓0Β͉͉̓̓Τ00͆̈́0͋͊0̓0͇͇͊̓͊ͅ 
âolicΓ _Β δ̈́0̓̓ζΒ Dopo il terremoto: la politica della ricostruzione negli anni 
della guerra fredda a Skopje. $iaƓasisΒ 
énited �ations $ēelopment Ârogramme δ͉̓͋0ζΒ Skopje Resurgent: The 
Story of a United Nations Special Fund Town Planning ProjectΒ é�Β  #mass-housing, #illegality, #post-crisis
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The reconstruction of Skopje following the 1963 earthquake played a crucial role in shaping 
its architectural and urban identity. Internationally coordinated efforts – documented in 
Skopje Resurgent (UNDP, 1970) and deeply discussed in Tolic’s publication (Tolic, 2011) – 
resulted in a cityscape dominated by socialist-modernist residential blocks. However, rapid 
privatization and economic liberalization in subsequent decades have prompted unregulated 
urban transformations. While large-scale speculative projects, such as the controversial 
“Skopje 2014” initiative, have drawn wide academic and media attention, smaller-scale illegal 
modifications in socialist-era housing have largely remained underexplored.
Drawing on the field explorations carried out, the exchanges and comparisons that have 
taken place with local scholars (including Jovan Ivanovski, Divna Pencic, Ognen Marina) from 
the work done with the SEE:4C group, and the readings on the theme, the research aims 
at investigate one such phenomenon: the gradual transformation of socialist-era mass-
housing complexes in Skopje through successive individual initiatives since the 1990s.  
The studied phenomenon is deeply embedded in the broader socio-economic and political 
shifts that followed the collapse of the Soviet bloc and North Macedonia’s independence in 
1991 and the subsequent transition to a free-market economy. These modifications aimed 
to enhance the usability of private apartments through their expansion. Initially unauthorized 
and unplanned, these changes were tolerated by local authorities, leading to the creation 
of a form of “domestic illegality”, a process in which illegal practices become normalized 
within the urban environment. These housing units, initially conceived as standardized, 
state-provided dwellings with extensive public green spaces, have been progressively 
altered through apartment extensions, balcony enclosures, and ground-level commercial 
conversions. (Bouzarovski et al., 2011)
The economic shift did not correspond to an immediate change in the legal framework, failing 
to accommodate new housing demands and the changed household’s composition. In this 
gap, individual initiatives rose, leading to widespread yet unauthorized modifications and the 
emergence of a whole “economy of illegality” centered around these kinds of operations. 
Private developers played a significant role by identifying this new market demand: in 
exchange for withstanding construction costs, developers gained ownership of the new 
apartments built as elevation of existing buildings. The mechanism enabled residents to 
expand their apartments without direct financial outlay, gaining consent from the majority. 
Although these practices began informally, an ex-post legalization process was initiated in 
2011, solidifying an institutionalization of the practices once considered illegal.
By focusing on these topics the work seeks to answer specific questions: which are the 
ordinary practices behind the illegal transformation of socialist mass-housing buildings in 
Skopje and how they interact with the institutionalized transformation of the city? How do 
illegal housing expansions in Karpoš redefine spatial legality practices, and what are their 
implications for urban planning in the transformation of the city?
This research addresses a gap in the existing studies on this city, which have largely focused 
– especially in the past 15 years – on urban planning history and architectural authorship. What 
is currently lacking is an in-depth analysis of everyday practices and the small, incremental 
transformations that, collectively, are reshaping the city.
This study represents a preliminary operative exploration – constrained by research and funds 
contingencies – that may constitute the groundwork of a research strand investigating the 
processes of individual strategies and the effectiveness of this kind of transformations of 
mass-housing buildings following political and social crises in cities in transition.
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�rchitecture is commonly understood as the outcome of an additīe transformationΒ 
âransformatīe actions always in̄ol̄e suƓtractions Ψ of materials andΤor meaningsΒ 
ZowēerΓ any narratīe connected to the architectural proȘect prīileges addition Ɠy 
focusing on the reasonsΓ methods andΤor e̸ects produced Ɠy the additionsΒ âhe 
consideraƓle literature on restoration and adaptīe reuse prōes the e̸orts to legitimi̳e 
and preser̄e the e̊istingΒ  
�et us use a metaphorΒ Eeorge Âerecχs ͉͈̓͋ essay τ�otes Ɠrǀ̄es sur lχart et la maniǀre de 
ranger ses līresυ aims to state that the space and order of Ɠooks is nēer su̹cientΒ âhe 
former is Ɠecause it is limitedΓ and the latter is Ɠecause it mutates according to needs 
that change ōer timeΒ âhe liƓraryχs τresistance to changeυ acts on the τpersistenceυ and 
τoƓsolescenceυ of its structureΓ determining staƓle or temporary classificationsΒ  
âhe aƓility to adapt within certain limits is what characteri̳es Âerecχs liƓraryΒ Öo 
is architectureΒ ZowēerΓ climate change ʉuestions the perspectīe applied to 
architectureΒ ÖuƓtractionΓ thereforeΓ Ɠecomes an interesting perspectīe to e̊amineΓ 
starting from the e̸ects it produces when appliedΒ _n the infinite catalogue of 
architectural artefactsΓ those that are most under pressure today are those that su̸er 
from technological oƓsolescenceΒ 
_n this frameworkΓ �uclear Âower Âlant δ�ÂÂζ decommissioning is placedΒ �any nuclear 
factories hāe Ɠeen Ɠuilt worldwide after the Öecond Ęorld ĘarΓ and in ͇̓͋͊Γ the 
�uclear ,nergy �gency δ�,�ζ was foundedΒ Dor safety reasonsΓ the �,� estaƓlishes that 
the life cycle of nuclear power plants must Ɠe planned from the Ɠeginning to achiēe 
decommissioningΒ Dor this reasonΓ nuclear factories are an e̊ception in architecture 
Ɠecause they escape patrimoniali̳ationΒ Ęhile a large amount of literature e̊ists on 
other productīe Ɠuildings regarding adaptīe reuseΓ the case study of �ÂÂ is neglected 
for many reasonsΓ including preȘudiceΓ collectīe emotional remōalΓ and lack and 
inaccessiƓility of sourcesΒ 
Ęhat opportunities does the decommissioning of large nuclear factories o̸er to 
architectural design applied to landscapeΚ Zow can architectural design positīi̳e the 
principles of planned oƓsolescence of nuclear factory and e̊pand them to other assetsΚ 
ésing the decommissioning of �ÂÂ  as a crucial case studyΓ the research reduces the 
knowledge gap on nuclear architectural heritage to structure concrete sector literatureΓ 
in̄estigate the opportunities o̸ered Ɠy the sectorχs technological innōation δÖ�ÆΓ 
��ÆΓ Eeneration _ė reactorsζ and analy̳e the transformatīe possiƓilities of this asset 
Ψ rēampingΓ energetic reuseΓ adaptīe reuseΓ storageΒ âhe goal is to identify design 
strategies capaƓle of e̊ploiting planned suƓtraction through the design of construction 
and recyclingΒ 
âo achiēe these goalsΓ the research aims to dēelop a tåonomy of ̓0 case studies Ψ 
under constructionΓ ƓuiltΓ and decommissioned Ψ to track ƓestΤworst practices through 
a comparatīe analysis of e̊isting heritage knowΨhowΒ _n additionΓ the research proȘect 
intends to reali̳e an aƓacus of the opportunities o̸ered Ɠy ne̊tΨgeneration nuclear and 
planned suƓtraction Ɠy lēeraging technological innōations Ψ �_ and machine learning 
Ψ as collaƓoratīe super̄ised tools to traditional analytical methodologiesΒ DinallyΓ Ɠy 
adopting a τcradle to cradleυ approach and researchΨƓyΨdesign methodologyΓ the 
research aspires to return metaΨdesign solutions that relate the two �ÂÂ life phases in a 
Ɠilateral design Ɠased on the literature producedΒ 
âhe ultimate goal is to return design strategies capaƓle of reintroducing the τnuclear 
factoryυ into architectural practice and to increase its literatureΒ âhe research intends to 
harness this energy as a response to the pressing global needs by designing architectural 
processes that enhance the productīe life of the �ÂÂ and can e̊ploit the opportunities 
o̸ered Ɠy the principle of oƓsolescenceΒ  

How can architectural design positivize planned 
obsolescence principles by exploiting the nuclear factory 
case as a paradigmatic model of complete subtraction-
decommissioning design?  

Decommissioning of Extensive Production Facilities 
as Planned Architectural Opportunity for Ex-post 
Valorization 

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ $rawing of planned oƓsolescence ratiosΤpossiƓilities o̸ered 
Ɠy decommissioningΔ �ity Ψ _ndustry Ψ �uclear Âower ÂlantΓ Ɠy the authorΓ 
̈́0͇̈́Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ Öchemes of Ęorld �uclear ÆeactorsΓ data sourceΔ _�,� 
_nternational �tomic ,nergy �gencyΓ ̈́0͇̈́ and Ę�� Ψ Ęorld �uclear 
�ssociationΓ Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β

Sources 
�alderΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ Architettura ed energia: dalla preistoria all’emergenza 
climaticaΒ ,inaudiΒ 
�roceΓ EΒ δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ De-Sign: Architectural Subtraction in Times of CrisisΒ 
énīersitű di ârieste 
EoldschmidtΓ �Β δ͈̓͋̈́ζΒ L’aventure atomique: Ses aspects politiques et 
techniquesΒ Dayard 
ĘongΓ �Β δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ Adaptive Reuse: Extending the Lives of BuildingsΒ 
�irkhũuser 

#decommissioning, #designing obsolescence,
#nuclear power plant 
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Ęe are līing in the era of the digital rēolutionΓ where rapid technological ad̄ancementsΓ 
the ��ė_$Ψ̓͋ pandemicΓ and gloƓal geopolitical shifts hāe reshaped Ɠoth work and 
līing en̄ironmentsΒ âhis transformation has gīen rise to a new geography of workΓ with 
knowledge workers increasingly mōing away from large cities to suƓurƓan or semiΨ
peripheral areasά a trend e̊pected to continue longΨterm δ�ariottiΓ ̈́0̈́ͅΓ pΒ̈́ζΒ 
âhis means that new ways of workingΓ and physical en̄ironments can significantly a̸ect 
productīityΓ ʉuality of lifeΓ wellΨƓeing and innōation actīitiesΒ _n _talyΓ this shift creates 
opportunities for Ɠoth repatriation and foreign relocationΓ o̸ering a chance to medium 
and small prōincial citiesΒ $espite challenges such as a widespread comƓination of 
en̄ironmental discomfort and settlement malfunctionΓ the intermediate territories of 
the _talian ÂrōinceάorΓ as �an̳ani  descriƓe itΓ _taly in the �iddleάhāe the potential to 
support less populated regions Ɠy lēeraging their infrastructureΓ social networksΓ and 
accessiƓility and o̸er opportunities for decongesting the most densely populated 
metropolitan areas δ�an̳aniΓ ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ 
�uch like the _ndustrial Æēolution radically transformed territorial landscapesΓ todayχs 
shifts encourage us to rethink urƓan spacesΓ reassess urƓan legaciesΓ andΓ in particularΓ 
e̊plore new ways to repurpose industrial heritageΒ âhe transformation of urƓan legacies 
is not merely a matter of preser̄ation ƓutΓ more importantlyΓ adaptationάconsidering 
challenges such as resource scarcityΓ political passīenessΓ and the impact of the climate 
changeΒ  
Ęithin this discourseΓ _ aim to focus my research on the territory of �ssola and ėerƓaniaΓ 
a region that e̊emplifies _taly in the �iddleΒ âhis area consists of small and mediumΨsi̳ed 
centers with a pattern of widespread urƓani̳ationΓ alongside lake areas that hāeΓ in 
recent yearsΓ fostered significant tourism dēelopmentΒ  
ZistoricallyΓ ėerƓaniaάonce known as τla piccola �anchester italianaυάwas a prominent 
industrial huƓ Ɠut has since seen declining productīityΒ �eanwhileΓ the �ssola ėalley 
has sustained manufacturingΓ logisticsΓ and e̊traction industriesΒ âodayΓ this territory 
finds itself in a transitional stateΓ positioned Ɠetween the maȘor metropolitan huƓs of 
�ilan and âurin on one side and the Öwiss Ɠorder on the otherΒ âhis intermediate position 
presents Ɠoth challenges and opportunitiesΓ shaping the regionχs ēol̄ing identity and 
dēelopment traȘectoryΒ  
Ęater has always Ɠeen a fundamental force shaping territorial dēelopmentΒ âhe âoceΓ 
Öan �ernardinoΓ Öan Eiōanni and Ötrona rīers hāe historically drīen economic growth 
and structured the regionχs spatial organi̳ationΒ âhey should ser̄e as the foundation 
for the researchΓ as Ɠoth industrial and urƓan legacies in the area are directly linked to 
waterάnot only as a fundamental infrastructural ƓackƓone that connects the region to 
�ilan and the gloƓal economy Ɠut also as a comple̊Γ multiΨlayered systemΒ 
$ue to its nonΨhomogeneous dēelopmentΓ the region is Ɠest analy̳ed through a system 
of ecologiesΓ a concept Ɠy Æeyner �anham that considers Ɠoth practices of use and 
physical aspects of the territoryΓ allowing for a deeper understanding of perceptionΓ 
estaƓlished identityΓ and functional ēolution in the areaΒ 
�y studying the past and present productīe functions of these rīersΓ we can Ɠetter 
understand unēen power dynamics and socioΨmetaƓolic transformationsάkey forces 
in shaping urƓan en̄ironmentsΒ âechnological ad̄ancements further in̼uence these 
processesΓ shaping infrastructureΓ productionΓ and settlement patterns ōer timeΒ 

�s $āid Zar̄ey argues in ÂarisΓ �apital of �odernity δ̈́00ͅζΓ the idea of modernity as a 
radical Ɠreak is a mythΒ Ze suggests that τno social order can achiēe changes that are 
not already latent within its e̊isting conditionΒυ âhis highlights how hopesΓ fearsΓ and 
aspirations hāe historically drīen territorial and economic transformationsΓ reinforcing 
that todayχs shifts are deeply rooted in past dēelopmentsΒ

How can urban legacies contribute to enhancing the socio-
economic and environmental resilience of Italian provinces, 
considering the challenges posed by climate change and the 
opportunities presented by shifting work geographies? 

Urban Legacies and Resilience 
Reimagining the Socio-Economic and Environmental 
Future of the Ossola and Verbania

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ _nside �astronauta artistic and cultural centerΓ �megnaΓ photo 
Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ Æenōated industrial siteΓ ėerƓaniaΓ photo Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β
Digure ͅ Ψ �ckermann DactoryΓ �megnaΓ photo Ɠy the authorΓ ̈́0͇̈́Β

Sources 
�anhamΓ ÆΒ δ̈́00͋ζΒ Los Angeles: The architecture of four ecologies δ̈́nd 
edΒζΒ énīersity of �alifornia ÂressΒ 
DrigerioΓ �Β δ̈́00̈́ζΒ Archeologia industriale di Verbania: Il secolo d’oro dei 
cotonifici δ̈́nd edΒζΒ �lƓertiΒ 
Zar̄eyΓ $Β δ̈́00ͅζΒ Paris, capital of modernityΒ ÆoutledgeΒ 
�an̳aniΓ �Β δ̈́0̈́͆ζΒ âerritori in transi̳ione sen̳a unχidea di futuroΒ _n �Β 
�an̳ani δ,dΒζΓ Italia di mezzo. Prospettive per la provincia in transizione δppΒ 
͋З͆0ζΒ Ârogetti $on̳elliΒ 
�ariottiΓ _ΒΓ $i �arinoΓ �ΒΓ Ϙ �ednıʑΓ ÂΒ δ,dsΒζΒ δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ The COVID-19 
pandemic and the future of working spacesΒ ÆoutledgeΒ #social-ecological transition, #province, #adaptive reuse 
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âhere seems to Ɠe a consensusΔ from the myriad of perspectīes discussed on the 
attempts to recount the o̹cial history of the âriennale di �ilanoΓ perhaps the most 
recurrent description is that of an operation or platform “aiming to give identity and 
strength to the _talian productionυ δÆoccaΓ ̓͋͋͋ζ or act as an τe̸ectīe showcase for 
_talian productsΓ also finding a place outside national Ɠordersυ δ�esanaΓ ̈́0͇̓ζΒ Ęhat is 
puƓlished on άand usually Ɠyά the �ilano âriennale stresses the fact that the ēentχs 
oƓȘectīeΓ Ɠorn as the �iennale di �on̳a in ̓͋̈́ͅΓ was to confer an identity to the countryχs 
productionΓ τopening _talian design towards modernityΒυ �nd φdesignχ here is always 
understood in the Ɠroadest of sensesΒ 
�n the other handΓ when discussing the �ilano âriennaleχs significance in a larger 
panorama άƓoth in historical and contemporary termsάΓ it is often through its 
institutionalization as an architecture and design museum rather than as a perennial or 
a recurrent largeΨscale e̊hiƓitionΓ Ɠecause although τit is true that there are elsewhere 
museums of architecture and designΓ schools dedicated to these disciplinesΓ 
technological structures άperhaps ̄ery recentά capaƓle of hosting similar ēentsΓ these 
are still Ɠuildings not specifically dedicated to these purposesυ δ�esanaΓ ̈́0͇̓ζΒ 
DurthermoreΓ ēen if the di̸erent periodi̳ations emphasi̳e the importance of 
architecture within the �ilano âriennale άparticularly from the ̓͋ͅ0s onward̓ά and 
may also e̊amine its significance for architecture discourse Ɠeyond _talyΓ they rarely 
e̊plore the �ilano âriennaleχs importance for architecture e̊hiƓitions δfor instanceΓ the 
first architecture e̊hiƓits within ėeniceζ andΓ ēen more noteworthyΓ its relēance for 
architecture perennialsΓ despite Ɠeing the first of its kindΒ ZenceΓ while its foundation can 
Ɠe of course understood through the _talian and ,uropean conte̊t of industriali̳ation 
and suƓseʉuent e̊hiƓitsΓ understanding the �ilano âriennale as the origin of a di̸erent 
unīerse άthat of architecture perennialsά opens a di̸erent φworldΓχ one that has 
Ɠeen in fact dominated Ɠy ėeniceΔ τ_n the forty years since the first iteration of ėenice 
�rchitecture �iennaleΓ the field of architecture has seen a remarkaƓle change in the 
role played Ɠy e̊hiƓitionΨmakingΓυ states the Ɠook description of �iennialsΤâriennials 
δ�olumƓia �ooksΓ ̈́0̓͋ζΓ which discusses the τrapid proliferation of largeΨscale perennial 
e̊hiƓitions άparticularly in the twentyΨfirst centuryάΓυ making them today τan integral 
part of our disciplineΒυ ZowēerΓ despite its τlocalityΓυ the âriennale was part of a crucial 
period in the history of architecture e̊hiƓitions andΓ as an e̊hiƓitionΓ as a laƓoratoryΓ as a 
platformΓ as a construction engine for the cityΓ as a cultural institutionΓ as an architecture 
and design museum with a yearΨround programΓ and so onΕ ephemeral and permanentΓ 
in its continuity and in the sur̄īal of its discontinuitiesΓ in its failures and rein̄entionsΓ 
it somehow has emƓodied or put to test ēery άor almost ēeryά characteristic to 
discuss architecture perennialsΓ their potential and pitfallsΒ �nd mayƓe this is one 
hypothesis: that the architecture perennial as a device has much to learn from the Milano 
âriennaleχs historyΒ �r at leastΓ that an e̊ercise of conte̊tuali̳ation άof situating and 
drawing connectionsά among the âriennale and the international architecture e̊hiƓition 
scene of the twentieth centuryά could o̸er not only a productīe reading Ɠut also a 
possiƓle method to study such historyΒ ,̄en more so nowΓ when we hāe a trouƓling and 
parado̊ical sense that history is repeating itself at the same time that we seem to Ɠe 
reaching the end of an eraΒ âhis researchΓ thusΓ aims to construct δor reconstructζ that 
panoramaΓ keeping one eye on the past and the other on the contemporary architecture 
perennial and e̊hiƓition phenomenaΒ 

What can the history of the Milano Triennale —amidst the 
larger panorama of architecture exhibitions and institutions 
worldwide— tell us about the nature and history of 
architecture perennials and exhibitions?

Triennale/World. An exercise of contextualization

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ âhe infographic τâhe �iennialo̳oic ,raυ was puƓlished with the 
article �mƓrosettiΓ ÆΒ δ̈́0̓̓ζΒ âhe �iennale as $esign �aƓΒ $omus ͇͋̈́Γ 
͉0З͉͋Β 
Digure ̈́ Ψ âhe infographic τâhe âriennale Ęorldυ was puƓlished in $i 
�attistaΓ �ΒΓ ÆomanelliΓ �Β Ϙ $e EiorgiΓ �Β δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ �a âriennale di �ilano _ΨĝĝΓ 
$omus ̓000δÖupplΒζΒ 

Sources 
ÆoccaΓ �Β δ̈́000ζΒ Atlante della Triennale. âriennale di �ilano Ϙ �harta 
�esanaΓ ÆΒ δ̈́0͇̓ζΒ La grande T rossaΔ �a âriennale di �ilanoΓ ̓͋̈́ͅӞ́0͇̓Β 
âriennale di �ilano 
$i �attistaΓ �ΒΓÆomanelliΓ �Β Ϙ $e EiorgiΓ �Β δ̈́0͈̓ζΒ �a âriennale di �ilano 
_ΨĝĝΓ Domus 1000δÖupplΒζΒ 
Ö̳ackaΓ �Ψ�Βδ̈́0̓͋ζΒ Biennials/Triennials. Conversations on the Geography 
of Itinerant DisplayΒ �olumƓia �ooks on �rchitecture and the �ityΒ  
�tkinsonΓ ZΒΓ �larksonΓ ėΒΓ Ϙ �ichtmanΓ ÖΒ �Β δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ Exhibitions beyond 
boundaries: Transnational Exchanges through art, architecture, and 
Design 1945-1985Β �loomsƓury ėisual �rtsΒ #architecture, #exhibitions, #perennials 
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âhis research in̄estigates Öteinerχs Eartenstadt Ĩˎrich δ̓͋͆̈́Ϊ͇͉̓͋ζ as the last and only 
moment in the cityχs history when a comprehensīe ̄ision for urƓan dēelopment was 
collectīely articulated and materially implementedΒ �onceīed as a largeΨscale puƓlic 
campaign to guide an unprecedented lēel of housing productionΓ the proȘect aimed to 
emƓed shared cīic ideals into physical spatial formΒ $uring this periodΓ Ĩurichχs amƓition 
to shape its future coincided with e̊ceptional political and institutional lēerageΔ rapid 
demographic e̊pansionΓ federal housing suƓsidiesΓ actīe land policy δ�odenpolitikζΓ 
and a cooperatīe dēelopment frameworkΒ âhese forces con̄erged in a uniʉue 
historical conte̊tΓ where a Ɠroad puƓlic consensusάreinforced Ɠy the sociopolitical 
cohesion of wartime Öwit̳erlandάenaƓled an e̊traordinary degree of alignment 
Ɠetween planning institutionsΓ political actorsΓ and housing cooperatīesΒ âhe result was 
the cityχs largest urƓan e̊pansionΓ which continues to define its territorial structure and 
its urƓan commonsΒ 
Ęhile e̊isting scholarship has e̊amined Ĩurichχs Eartenstadt primarily through planning 
instrumentsΓ institutional frameworksΓ and housing policies δĘeidmann ̈́000Ε ,isinger 
̈́00͆Ε �ur̳ ̈́00͊Ε �och et alΒ ̓͋͋0ζΓ less attention has Ɠeen paid to how its legacy has 
ēol̄ed across spatialΓ discursīeΓ and cultural dimensionsΒ �uilding on these studiesΓ 
this research focuses not only on the original proȘectχs implementationΓ Ɠut also on 
its afterlifeάtracing how the garden city idea has Ɠeen adaptedΓ translatedΓ and 
rearticulated through spatial formsΓ collectīe memoryΓ and urƓan discourseΒ Æecent 
studies on cooperatīe housing δElaser Ϙ ,âZ Ęohnforum ̈́0̓͆Ε �ockelkorn et alΒ ̈́0̈́͆ζ 
and urƓan terminology δâopalō ̈́0̓0ζ further inform this reassessmentΒ 
âodayΓ the Eartenstadt sur̄īes only in fragmentsΒ Ęhile Ĩurich again faces rapid 
growth under sēere housing pressureΓ outdated typologies and insu̹cient densities 
of Öteinerχs dēelopments hāe led to widespread demolition and replacementΒ 
�ontemporary proȘects attempt to engage critically with this legacyΔ key spatial ideas are 
reframed through the languages of climate adaptationΓ urƓan collectīityΓ and indīidual 
wellΨƓeingΒ âhe garden city continues to circulate in planning guidelinesΓ architectural 
discourseΓ and ēeryday urƓan imaginariesΒ _ts material traces still structure Ĩurichχs 
neighƓourhood commonsΔ gaƓled ̄olumes emƓedded in gentle topographyΓ shared 
green spacesΓ natural stone pathsΓ and filigree entrance canopiesΒ 
âhis research approaches Öteinerχs Eartenstadt as a fragmented yet resonant 
archīeΒ _t seeks to reconstruct the cultural and spatial legacy of this collectīe urƓan 
̄isionάrealised through housingάƓy tracing the ēeryday interfaces that together 
produce the urƓan commonsΔ entrancesΓ pathsΓ gardensΓ and street edgesΒ ,ach 
figure is treated as a spatial actorάa lens through which to e̊amine the intentionsΓ 
negotiationsΓ and transformations that shaped and reshaped the proȘect ōer time δ�eilΓ 
Æiesto Ϙ �̄ermaete ̈́0̈́̓ζΒ �ethodologicallyΓ the research draws on an actorΨƓased 
microhistorical approach to construct layered narratīes that uncōer the comple̊ 
politicalΓ architecturalΓ and social processes Ɠehind each figure δ�onomoΓ �aramellinoΓ 
$e Âieri et alΒ ̈́0͇̓ζΒ 
âhe study is structured as an atlas of fīe to si̊ microhistories of spatialΨnarratīe 
figuresάprotagonists of Öteinerχs Eartenstadt urƓan commonsάsuch as ZauseingangΓ 
,ingangwegΓ ÖiedlungsgartenraumΓ Öpielplat̳Γ or �indergartenΒ âhese figures ser̄e 
as entry points for reconstructing the layered histories of conceptionΓ planningΓ 
constructionΓ appropriationΓ and reinterpretationΒ âo do soΓ the research comƓines 
heterogeneous sourcesΔ interdisciplinary archīal materialsΓ oral historiesΓ mappingΓ 
drawingΓ and photographyΒ âhe atlas ultimately aims to o̸er a critical and situated 
portrait of Öteinerχs Eartenstadt Ĩˎrichάreframing housing as a central instrument in the 
production of the urƓan commonsΒ 

How has the legacy of Steiner’s Gartenstadt Zürich (1942–
1957) persisted, transformed, and been contested across 
Zurich’s physical fabric, planning discourse, and urban 
identity over time? 

Steiner’s Gartenstadt Zürich (1942–1957). Tracing the 
Legacy of Housing as Urban Commons 

Captions 
Digure ̓ Ψ �erial ̄iew of Öiedlung _m Eut δ�augenossenschaft _m EutΓ 
̓͋͆͋Ϊ͇͇̓͋Γ architects �arl ,genderΓ Ęerner �ˎllerζΓ ĨˎrichΨĘiedikonΓ caΒ 
͇̓͋͊Β Ɠy �augeschichtliches �rchī ĨˎrichΒ �o photographer specifiedΒ 
�� �ĞΨÖ� ͆Β0Β
Digure ̈́ Ψ $ēelopment study for �lƓisriedenΨZeuried Ɠy �Β ZΒ ÖteinerΓ 
͇͇̓͋Β �augeschichtliches �rchī ĨˎrichΒ ÂuƓlic $omainΒ 
Digure ͅ Ψ Âhotograph of a street ̄iew of Öiedlung _m Zerrlig δ�llgemeine 
�augenossenschaft ĨˎrichΓ ͉̓͋͆Ϊ̓͋͆͊Γ architects �eschlimann Ϙ 
�aumgartnerζΓ ĨˎrichΨ�ltstettenΓ Ɠy the authorΒ 

Sources 
�onomoΓ �ΒΓ �aramellinoΓ EΒΓ $e ÂieriΓ DΒΓ ĨanfiΓ DΒΓ edsΒ Storie di case: 
Abitare l’Italia del boomΒ ÆomeΔ $on̳elli ,ditoreΓ ̈́0͇̓Β 
,isingerΓ �Β Städte bauen: Städtebau und Stadtentwicklung in der Schweiz 
1940–1970Β ĨurichΔ gta ėerlagΓ ̈́00͆ 
ElaserΓ �Β �ΒΓ and ,âZ Ęohnforum Ϊ ,âZ �aseΓ edsΒ ėom guten ĘohnenΔ 
Vier Zürcher Hausbiografien von 1915 bis zur GegenwartΒ ÖulgenΔ �iggli 
ėerlagΓ ̈́0̓͆Β 
�̄ermaeteΓ âΒ �onstructing the �ommonsΓ in âhe New Urban ConditionΓ 
ÆoutledgeΓ ̈́0̈́̓Β 
�arinΓ �ΒΓ âopalo Γ̄ �ΒΓ $epauleΓ ~ΒΨ�ΒΓ Ϙ �oudroy de �illeΓ �Β L’Aventure des 
mots de la villeΒ  �ouʉuinsΓ ̈́0̓0Β #gartenstadt, #housing urbanism, #urban commons 
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Ęith the rapid acceleration of urƓani̳ation and population ageingΓ �hina faces 
increasing pressure to adapt its urban and rural environments to meet the needs of 
its growing elderly populationΒ �ational policies hāe emphasi̳ed the importance of 
ageingΨfriendly renōationsΓ aiming to create saferΓ more accessiƓleΓ and inclusīe 
spaces for older adultsδEong et alΒΓ ̈́0̓̈́ζΒ ZowēerΓ while e̸orts to promote ageingΨ
friendly en̄ironments are e̊pandingΓ they largely focus on physical infrastructure 
imprōements and standardi̳ed design inter̄entionsΓ often ōerlooking the dīerse līed 
e̊periences and ēol̄ing social needs of elderly residents across di̸erent conte̊tsΒ
�urrentlyΓ ageingΨfriendly space dēelopment in �hina is predominantly drīen Ɠy a 
topΨdown approachΓ led Ɠy gōernment policiesΓ e̊pert planningΓ and standardi̳ed 
guidelinesΒ âhis approach ensures e̹ciency and regulatory compliance Ɠut tends to 
prioriti̳e technical upgrades ōer meaningful engagement with older adultsΒ _n contrastΓ 
ƓottomΨupΓ communityΨdrīen practicesάsuch as initiatīes led Ɠy local �E�sΓ 
community groupsΓ and unīersitiesάactīely seek to re̼ect the daily e̊periences and 
preferences of elderly residents through locali̳ed actionsΓ ad̄ocacyΓ and smallΨscale 
inter̄entionsΒ ZowēerΓ these grassroots e̸orts remain relatīely scarce and face 
significant limitations due to insu̹cient policy supportΓ limited fundingΓ and a lack of 
integration with formal planning processesΒ �s a resultΓ the disconnect Ɠetween these 
two approaches leads to fragmented and less e̸ectīe transformations of spaces 
intended to ser̄e elderly populationsΒ
âo address these challengesΓ this research proposes the dēelopment of a participatory 
design framework that integrates topΨdown policies with ƓottomΨup community 
initiatīesδâian et alΒΓ ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ ÖpecificallyΓ this study seeks to answer four core research 
questions:
δ̓ζ Ęhat are the limitations of current topΨdown approaches in designing ageΨfriendly 
spaces across urƓan and rural conte̊tsΚ
δ̈́ζ Zow can participatory design approaches enhance the e̸ectīeness of ageΨfriendly 
space transformations in both urban and rural settings?
δͅζ Ęhat participatory strategies can successfully promote ƓottomΨup engagement in 
the creation of age-friendly spaces?
δ͆ζ Zow can urƓan and rural e̊periences of participatory design inform the dēelopment 
of adaptaƓle frameworks for ageΨfriendly space designΚ
âhe research will adopt a multiΨmethod approachΓ comƓining participatory design 
techniʉues such as coΨdesign workshopsΓ focus groupsΓ and realΨtime feedƓack 
mechanisms with digital innōationsΒ _n particularΓ the study will e̊plore how emerging 
digital tools ά including large language models δ���sζ ά can facilitate communication 
Ɠetween communities and policymakersΓ helping to translate grassroots insights into 
actionaƓle planning strategiesδ�ouclelisΓ ̈́00͇ζΒ âhrough comparatīe case studies 
conducted in Ɠoth urƓan and rural conte̊tsΓ the research will e̊amine how participatory 
methods can Ɠridge institutional oƓȘectīes and communityΨdrīen aspirationsΓ while 
also identifying conte̊tΨspecific challenges and opportunitiesΒ éltimatelyΓ the proȘect 
aims to construct an adaptaƓle and scalaƓle participatory design framework that not 
only enhances policy responsīeness Ɠut also empowers elderly residents as actīe 
contriƓutors to their līing en̄ironmentsΒ âhis framework aspires to inform future policy 
and design practiceΓ contriƓuting to the creation of genuinely inclusīe and ageΨfriendly 
spacesΒ

Zɣ̅ΈƔĭɅΈʆĭʋʯǷƔǷʆĭʯɣʋ̋ΈƛƢʣǷǓɅΈǑʋĭȿƢ̅ɣʋȡʣΈƢ̸ƢƔʯǷ̄ƢȦ̋Έ
integrate top-down policies and bottom-up initiatives 
to co-create age-friendly spaces across urban and rural 
contexts?

Participatory Frameworks for Age-Friendly Spaces: 
Integrating Top-Down and Bottom-Up Approaches in 
Spatial Design

Sources 
EongΓ ÂΒΓ �iangΓ ÖΒΓ �arltonΓ ,Β ~ΒΓ ~iangΓ ÄΒΓ ĘuΓ ~ΒΓ ĘangΓ �ΒΓ Ϙ ÆemaisΓ ~Β ėΒ 
δ̈́0̓̈́ζΒ érƓanisation and health in �hinaΒ The Lancet, 379(9818)Γ ͊͆ͅΪ͇͊̈́Β 
httpsΔΤΤdoiΒorgΤ̓0Β̓0͈̓ΤÖ0̓͆0З͈͉͈ͅδ̓̓ζ͈͉̓͊͊Зͅ
�u̸elΓ âΒΓ ZandlerΓ ÖΒΓ Ϙ ÂhillipsonΓ �Β δ,dsΒζΒ δ̈́0̓͊ζΒ Age-friendly cities 
and communities: A global perspective δ̓st edΒζΒ �ristol énīersity ÂressΒ 
httpsΔΤΤdoiΒorgΤ̓0Β̈́ͅ0͉ΤȘΒctt̳̓r̄hc͆
âianΓ �ΒΓ �iuΓ ~ΒΓ Ϙ ĘuΓ ĞΒ δ̈́0̈́̈́ζΒ � participatory eΨplanning model in the 
urƓan renewal of �hinaΔ _mplications of technologies in facilitating 
planning participationΒ Environment And Planning B: Urban Analytics And 
City Science, 50(2)Γ ̈́͋͋Ϊ͇̓ͅΒ httpsΔΤΤdoiΒorgΤ̓0Β͉͉̓̓Τ̈́͋͋͊ͅ0͈͊̈́̈́̓̓̓̓̓ͅͅ
�ouclelisΓ ZΒ δ̈́00͇ζΒ Ęhere has the Duture EoneΚ Æethinking the Æole 
of _ntegrated �andΨése �odels in Öpatial ÂlanningΒ Environment and 
Planning A, 37(8)Γ ͇̓ͅͅΪ͉̓̓ͅΒ httpsΔΤΤdoiΒorgΤ̓0Β̓0͈͊Τ�͉͇͊ͅ

#participatory design, #age-friendly spaces, #top-down and 
bottom-up integration
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The DASP Yearbook is the outcoming of the ongoing research 
works driven by the PhD students within the Dottorato 
in “Architettura, Storia e Progetto” of the Department of 
Architecture and Design of Politecnico di Torino.

The chosen topic “environments” as title for this compilation 
is a strong topic. Dealing with changing contexts, the themes 
under research, analysis and critical interpretation by the PhD 
candidates epitomize contemporary social issues, reflecting 
the era in which we live in and demonstrate the power of 
architecture in addressing the challenges of the future.

Changing contexts seems to be a condition. A growing 
set of reciprocal interrelations has emerged between the 
various research projects and the diversity of topics relating 
to diverse environments. The rich dialogue established 
between history and space influences the shaping of an “open 
source” approach to knowledge that may be termed “global 
architecture culture” in environmental terms.

The “major contemporary issues” are framed in the 
researches with the responsibility of analysing humanity’s 
greatest challenges and futures, covering the impact of 
technology (AI ethics, Internet rights), social justice (equality, 
equity), environmental survival (climate change, energy), 
governance, and identity, considering pressing questions 
around fundamental human needs such as “Why do we live 
in society?” and “How do we ensure a liveable future?” for all, 
especially in the context of the rapid change and uncertainty 
we are experiencing.

The key questions behind the research trends and those 
posed by society are the driving forces of the DASP realm. 
Following the DASP PhD Day involving the three doctoral 
programmes, the PhD candidates enrolled on a variety of 
research topics linked by a shared international theme evident 
in the students’ group and their research topics.

I believe this worldwide diversity of interest, alongside the 
impressive number of students, is an important mark of the 
programme.

The DASP research methodology is reflected in the Yearbook 
by the rigorous and sharp presentation set. The organization 
of the book recovers the posters presented in the exhibition 
of all students at the opening of the programme, followed 
by discussions on the various works in progress last April. It is 
important to mention the effectiveness of communication, 
which adapts perfectly to all cases, as the students had to 
organize the information according to a logical sequence: 

starting with the title, it is followed by the research question, a 
summary, keywords accompanied by references, images, and 
captions. And, of course, in a neutral register, the identification 
of the student with a photograph, the cycle to which they 
belong, the names of the supervisors, and the research group 
or research laboratory.

The three cycles presented (38, 39, and 40) correspond to 
more than 50 students. The degree of internationalization 
is notable, both in terms of the growing number of 
international students and the chosen themes covering a 
wide geographical and thematic spectrum, denoting the 
attractiveness of DASP worldwide. From China to the Balkans, 
from Asia to Europe and Latin America, the themes are cross-
cutting. From post-colonialism to the end of Eurocentrism, 
from questioning the notion of heritage to delving deeply into 
the concept of memory, to analysing cities and urban planning 
on a global scale, the work conducted weaves a fascinating 
cross-fertilization of creative possibilities. There is also a 
stimulating wealth of geographies, with emphasis on Asia, 
namely on China, which is a reflection of the joint programme 
embodied within the “China Room” research group in 
consortium with Tsinghua University.

This volume expresses a doctoral education carried as a 
thematic network fostering critical awareness and intellectual 
mobility, and so it assumes its explorative condition and 
responsive challenge to a changing world. Inhabiting the 
planet seems to be the cross-cutting theme with emphasis on 
housing, cities, and urban spaces viewed through the lens of 
history. It goes from agricultural spaces to landscape identity, 
or plantation ecologies to the climate emergency awareness 
considering the post-colonial condition in Asia, America or 
Africa, considering for example the role of design strategies to 
improve healthcare facilities.

Territorial balancing, inter-species, techno-ecologies; 
architecture as a device for biological control and exploitation; 
mapping the urban fabric, urban form and porosity; urban 
design strategies for a more inclusive and adaptative city; 
public space and the ecological transition addressing 
urban regulations, social inequalities, and the politics of 
green design – these are the tools used in the researches to 
reconcile historical continuity with modern adaptability during 
the worldwide rapid urbanization. Addressing transformation 
while considering heritage as a concept in transition; tackling 
heritage conservation considering celebration and rituals, 
industrial legacy and mining exploration; studying a civilization 
regarding the reinvention of the vernacular; questing the 
phenomenon that building with cement is less viable and 

Ana Tostões (CiTUA, Instituto Superior Técnico, Lisboa)

Challenging knowledge as a commitment 
to the future
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more expensive than with concrete – these are some other 
research lines pursued to understand the adaptative potential 
of architecture.

Furthermore, there are research works following the path of 
rethinking art creation assuming a critical attitude towards 
neoliberal logics, going beyond Eurocentric bases, engaging 
with postcolonial critiques, with attention to cold war studies 
within the socialist era. They pose questions – going from the 
large vision of infrastructures or architectural cartography to 
micro-histories on housing and domestic culture – on how 
architecture did embody, influence, and mediate the political 
ideals of the welfare state. In what ways did it contribute to 
the construction of a collective identity, social equity, and the 
everyday life of its citizens? How did the individually driven 
practices act in the transformation of the postcolonial or the 
post-socialist city? One of these works relates political crises 
in cities in transition while tracing housing as urban commons, 
analysing Steiner’s Gartenstadt Zürich and how its legacy has 
evolved across spatial, discursive, and cultural dimensions, 
not only on the original project’s implementation, but also 
on its afterlife. Others follow the study of how participatory 
frameworks for age-friendly spaces can be approached in 
spatial design, while researching space architecture, space 
industry and geopolitics.

Another important issue relates the research on landscape 
services demand and supply in cities as Beijing or Turin; or 
the impact of the Milano Triennale amidst the panorama of 
architecture exhibitions and institutions worldwide on the 
nature and history of architectural culture. But there is also 
a very specific vision on the 100 Years of Architecture at 
Politecnico di Torino researching on the Manuals as Mirrors 
of Change, seeking to understand how the pedagogical and 
study material of the Faculty of Architecture have, since the 
1960s, influenced architectural pedagogy while reflecting the 
sociotechnological changes of the time.

In accordance with the objectives of the doctoral programme, 
on the one hand, the composition and technology of 
architecture favour an interpretation of the project as an 
instrument for measuring the stratifications of theoretical 
elaboration, technical innovations and modifications of built 
landscapes. On the other hand, the historical disciplines 
of architecture and the city, far from a localist vision and 
thanks to cooperation with other histories (economic, social, 
anthropological and aesthetic), trace paths that can be 
followed by architects and urban planners, but also by other 
scholars in the humanities, such as philosophers and linguists. 
In recent years, the interconnection of the two research 

traditions has established the DASP as a research space of 
reference, capable of fostering innovative humanistic studies 
within architectural culture.

As we know, a PhD involves an intense attention on research, 
where the study of architecture at a deep theoretical, 
historical, technological, and sociocultural level must produce 
original knowledge. With a focus on research, theory, and 
innovation, I am confident that questions about how buildings, 
cities, technologies, environments, and cultures function and 
evolve will be stimulated by the more than 50 studies currently 
underway. In the hope of making an original contribution 
to knowledge, within the framework of independent work 
guided by the incredible team of supervisors at DASP, it will 
certainly contribute to our disciplinary area in the near future, 
with important discoveries for the academic and social fields, 
and in some way, for a better world.
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COURSES

HiPotheses: Histories, Projects, and the 
state of architectural knowledge 
δguest lecture seriesΓ with âom 
�̄ermaeteΓ �ia DullerΓ ~osƤ _gnacio 
�ina̳asoroΓ ~ala �akh̳oumiΓ �ntonio 
Âi̳̳a de �annoΓ $āid Ęendlandζ

Critical theory and the architecture of 
livability. From refusal to abolition 
δ�amillo �oanoΓ �arco ârisciuoglioζ

Design with/for non-humans: histories, 
narratives, challenges 
δÖofia �anniniζ

Designing energy landscapes 
δ,lena ėiglioccoζ

Estetica e architettura. Lessico inverso 
δEuido �rīio EaƓutti di �istagnoΓ �arco 
ârisciuoglioζ

Housing histories. Investigating 20th-
century residential landscape
δEaia �aramellinoΓ �icole $e âogniΓ 
Dilippo $e Âieriζ

Morphologies. 
The form of the cities from Nolli to AI
δ�arco ârisciuoglioΓ ��� �iζ

Prima delle cose ultime.
 Alcuni princìpi per scrivere e pensare 
scientificamente in architettura
δÖergio Âaceζ

Research-by-design. 
Revisiting architectural design as 
research and its tools
δDrancesca DrassoldatiΓ �atteo ÆoƓiglioΓ 
Caterina Barioglio)

Research strategies in architectural and 
urban history 
δDilippo $e Âieriζ

ZĭʋƛΈʣȡǷȦȦʣΈƛɣƔʯɣʋĭȦΈƔɣʿʋʣƢʣΈɣ̸ƢʋƢƛΈƓ̋Έ
DASP in the academic year 2024/25:



118



119

ACTIVITIES

DAD PhD Day
τâhe state and perspectīe of doctoral 
researchυ
�ōemƓer ̓͋Γ ̈́0̈́͆
Castello del Valentino
,lena �ogato �an̳a δ,ÂD�ζΓ Ötefano 
$ella âorre δÂolitecnico di �ilanoζΓ 
�oren̳o _mƓesi δÖapien̳a énīersitű di 
ÆomaζΓ in con̄ersation with Dilippo $e 
ÂieriΓ �laudio EermakΓ �onica �aretto 
δcoordinators of the Âh$ programs of 
the Department)
_ntroductions Ɠy Ötefano Erīet âalocia 
δ$irector of the $octoral Öchoolζ and 
�ichele �onino δ$irector of $�$ζ

Essere pietra / Being a stone
�arch ͈Γ ̈́0͇̈́
Conference at Castello di Rivoli Museo 
dχ�rte �ontemporanea
with Dederico �uisettiΓ �ndrea �arettoΓ 
Æa̸aella Öpagna
�oΨorgani̳ed Ɠy $�ÖÂΓ �astello di Æīoli 
and Almanac

A+ Lectures
τ�ritical énƓo̊ingΒ ÂroȘects and 
Ârocessesυ
March-June 2025
Conference series of Politecnico di 
âorinoχs �rchitecture Öchool δ�ollegio di 
Architettura)
�oordinated Ɠy �ristina �oscia with 
an organizing and editorial team 
composed of DASP PhD candidates

DASP Day
�pril ͇̓Γ ̈́0͇̈́
Castello del Valentino
Âoster display of the thesis works
Guest discussants: Beatriz Colomina 
δ̄isiting professorΓ $�$ζΓ �ark Ęigley 
δ�olumƓia énīersityζΓ ~unȘie ĝi 
δénīersity of �īerpoolζ
�eynote ÖpeechΔ �na âostʁes δ_nstituto 
Öuperior âƤcnicoΓ �isƓoaζ

IPHS PhD Writing Workshop
�ay ̈́̓Ӟ́ͅΓ $utch énīersity _nstitute for 
�rt ZistoryΓ Dlorence
_nternational workshop coΨorgani̳ed Ɠy 
Dilippo $e Âieri within the _nternational 
Âlanning Zistory ÖocietyΓ with the 
participation of DASP PhD candidates

Urban Morphology in the Age of Artificial 
Intelligence
_ÖéD ̈́0͇̈́ �onference
~une ͉̓Ӟ́0Γ �astello del ėalentino
�rgani̳ed Ɠy �arco ârisciuoglio 
with the collaƓoration of $�ÖÂ Âh$ 
candidates

Tentacular Thinking! Tentacular Writing?
Castello Dialogue
~une ̈́ͅӞ͈́Γ ̈́0͇̈́Γ �astello del 
Valentino
_nternational Âh$ workshop 
coΨorgani̳ed Ɠy �lƓena ĞanēaΓ 

�lessandro �rmando and Öofia �anniniΓ 
with the participation of $�ÖÂ Âh$ 
candidates

Giancarlo De Carlo: Architecture as a 
Project for Society
�ugust ͇̈́Ӟ́͋Γ ̈́0͇̈́Γ érƓino
_nternational Âh$ workshop coΨ
organi̳ed Ɠy $�ÖÂ and ,�Ö� Âaris 
�ellēilleΓ with the support of énīersitű 
di érƓinoΓ Donda̳ione �arlo e �arise 
�o per la �etteratura ,uropeaΓ and 
Donda̳ione �aχ Æomanino

La storia ambientale nei dottorati italiani
ÖeptemƓer ͆З͇Γ �astello del ėalentino
Âh$ workshop coΨorgani̳ed Ɠy $�ÖÂ 
and Ö_Ö�� δÖocietű _taliana di Ötoria 
Ambientale)

Department events  

Seminars, workshops and conferences 
co-organized by DASP 
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PUBLICATIONS

�runo Ĩēi Âri̳e for essays in 
architectural historyΓ ̈́0̈́͆Δ awarded 
to Valeria Casali for the paper Clichés, 
stereotypes, and the North American 
representations of the post-war Italian 
architect

�egacoop �ologna �alanchiΨâurrini 
Âri̳e for Âh$ theses on cooperationΓ 
̈́0̈́͆Δ awarded to Öil̄ia �afora for 
the thesis Community-Led Housing 
Development: A Key Ingredient for a 
New Housing Architecture and Policy

�_Öé ÆoƓerta �orelli Âri̳e for Âh$ 
theses in érƓan ZistoryΓ ̈́0̈́͆Δ awarded 
to Betsabea Bussi for the thesis Verso 
la capitale europea della villeggiatura 
invernale. Istituzioni, attori e processi 
di trasformazione urbana a Nizza (1815-
1860)

�_Öé ÆoƓerta �orelli Âri̳e for Âh$ 
theses in érƓan ZistoryΓ ̈́0͇̈́Δ special 
mention awarded to ,lena Eiaccone 
for the thesis The Common Man of the 
Street. A conceptual history, 1947-1975

ÂleƖnik �edal for architectural 
puƓlicationsΓ ̈́0͇̈́Δ awarded to 
Raimondo Mercadante for the book 
Between History, Ideologies and 
Conflicts: Architecture in Slovenia, 
1968-1991

DASP theses published in book form Books published in the DASP collection 
“Progetti e storie”

Prizes awarded to DASP theses and 
related works

âommaso �istoΓ _saƓella �onsolati 
δedsΒζΓ Critica, crisi, progetto. Per 
una politica della tecnologiaΓ âorinoΓ 
�ccademia énīersity ÂressΓ ̈́0͇̈́

Öimona �anepaΓ Abitare il carcere. Gli 
spazi della quotidianità della detenzione 
in ItaliaΓ ÖiracusaΓ �etteraėentidueΓ ̈́0͇̈́

ėalerio $ella ÖcalaΓ Oltre l’aporia 
postbellica. Pristina e la politica della 
progettazioneΓ Diren̳eΓ ,ditpressΓ ̈́0͇̈́

�oren̳o DecchioΓ Il Libro dei Misteri di 
Galeazzo Alessi: La nuova Gerusalemme 
e il Sacro Monte di Varallo (1565-1572)Γ 
ÆomaΓ �̹cina �iƓrariaΓ ̈́0͇̈́

,lena EuidettiΓ The Potential of Form: 
How to Transform Existing Buildings in 
Post-Functional EuropeΓ �erlinΓ ~ōisΓ 
2025

Æaimondo �ercadanteΓ Between 
History, Ideologies and Conflicts: 
Architecture in Slovenia, 1968-1991Γ 
ÆomaΓ �racneΓ ̈́0̈́͆

Öofia �anniniΓ The Icelandic Concrete 
Saga: Architecture and Construction 
(1847–1958)Γ �erlinΓ ~ōisΓ ̈́0̈́͆

�onica �asoΓ Curated in China: 
Manipulating the City through the 
Shenzhen Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism/
ArchitectureΓ �ƓingdonΓ ÆoutledgeΓ 
̈́0̈́͆

�urora Æīie̳̳oΓ Forme di città nuova. 
Napoli nella storia italiana dell’urban 
design dalla legge 167 agli anni OttantaΓ 
�ilanoΓ Dranco�ngeliΓ ̈́0͇̈́



122



123

PEOPLE

40th Cycle
�ariolina �̸atato
Alp Arda °
Miriam Brignolo
_rene �arro̳̳o
�Ɠdulrahman ,lΨâaliawi
Zé��E ~ing̊iong
�_é Ĩiwei
�_é Öiyi
,ugenio �ů
Lorenzo Murru
Simone Parola
Anna Proskuriakova
Æayna Æa̳miliƕ âriantafilo
�atalia ėoroshilōa
ĨZ�� �anli

39th Cycle
Sarah Becchio
ÖauraȘeeta �ose Âaul
$anilo �ulatōiƕ
Marco Celenza
�lessandra Daccini
Giorgia Greco
,̳gi �ur Eˎngɭr
Zé Æuotong
~_� Öhuang
Caterina Juric
�_é Ğůuan
Alessandro Lovisolo
Marta Rossi
ÖZ,� Âan
~owita âaƓak Ϟ
Ę��E ~iåi
Ę��E �i
ĨZ��E ĝinwen

38th Cycle
Paolo Bianco
�Z,� $ingran
Michele Di Marco
�itesh $i̊it
Andrea Gillone
Giulio Gonella
Eé� �eini
Valentina Labriola
Dederico �adaro
Michele Rinaldi
Dederica Öerra
Laura Villa Baroncelli
Ęé Zongye

Ϟ Ötudentsχ representatīes

PhD Candidates

Academic Board
Dilippo $e Âieri δcoordinatorζ
Drancesca Drassoldati δ̄iceΨ
coordinator)
�lessandro �rmando δ̄iceΨcoordinatorζ
Eaia �aramellino δ̄iceΨcoordinatorζ ΢
Gustavo Ambrosini
Maria Luisa Barelli
Camillo Boano
Michele Bonino
Luca Caneparo
Michela Comba
Giovanni Corbellini
Antonio De Rossi
Giovanni Durbiano
Paolo Mellano
Sergio Pace
Riccardo Palma
Edoardo Piccoli
Matteo Robiglio
Michela Rosso
�arco ârisciuoglio

Elena Vigliocco
�hiara �aglione ΢
_saƓella �alestreri ΢
Eiōanna $χ�mia ΢
�lessandro $e �agistris ΢
ÆoƓerto $ulio ΢
�_é ~ian ΢΢
Ğ��E Æui ΢΢
ĨZ��E �i ΢΢

΢ Âolitecnico di �ilano
΢΢ âsinghua énīersity

Advisory Board
��� �i δÖouthΨ,ast énīersity �anȘingζ
$enis �ocʉuet δ,�Ö� ÖtrasƓourgζ
ÆoƓerto �āallo δâé $elftζ
~ɭrg Eleiter δâé �erlinζ
Dlorence Erae̳er �ideau δ,ÂD�ζ
ėalƤrie �ǀgre δénīersitƤ Âaris ̓ 
Panthéon-Sorbonne)

Tutors
Valentina Burgassi
Valerio Della Scala
Elena Guidetti
Öofia �annini

Program Management
Antonietta Cerrato
Walter Da Soller



PhD in Architecture. 
History and Project

The chosen topic “environments” as 
a title for this compilation is a strong 
topic. Dealing with changing contexts, 
the themes under research, analysis 
and critical interpretation by the PhD 
candidates epitomize contemporary 
social issues, reflecting the era in 
which we live in and demonstrate the 
power of architecture in addressing the 
challenges of the future.

Ana Tostões, Afterword




