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Communicating architecture to a non-specialist audience
means not only interpreting and clarifying complex ideas but
also developing accessible narratives capable of engaging
and stimulating. Positioning architecture as a matter of
collective relevance, and raising awareness among non-
experts about the quality of design, construction, and the
urban environment, has required a continuous evolution of
narrative strategies over time.

In the past, architectural dissemination relied primarily

on specialists or on the mediation of intellectuals. Today,
however, media have multiplied and diversified, embracing
visual, audiovisual, performative, and digital languages.

The conference aims to foster a historically grounded and
critically engaged reflection on the impact that the evolution
of languages, formats, and communication platforms has
had — and continues to have — on the construction of
architectural narratives intended for the general public.

It seeks to examine case studies and models that reveal
processes of transformation, continuity, and emerging
challenges in architectural communication, spanning a
timeline from the early 20th century to today’s diverse and
complex media environment, characterized by a multiplicity
of languages and platforms.

This is therefore an invitation for a critical examination of
how the relationship between architecture and the general
public has transformed and continues to evolve, considering
the ways in which architectural narratives and modes of
dissemination have been constructed and conveyed across
various traditional and digital media.

Chiara Baglione and Fabio Marino
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Eugenio Lux (Politecnico di Torino)
Elin Filipsson (Independent researcher)

Architecture and the public sphere in

contemporary Sweden

Communicating architecture to a non-spe-
cialist audience means not only interpret-
ing and clarifying complex ideas but also
creating accessible narratives capable
of engaging and stimulating the general
public. In Sweden, this process has been
closely linked to the role of mass media,
particularly public service television. Al-
ready in acceptera (1931), television was
foreshadowed as a possible cultural tool: if
cinema and the automobile tended to dis-
tance people from home, while the radio
kept them within, “television might become
even more important in this latter direction”.
This insight anticipated its educational role
in Sweden since the establishment of Sver-
iges Radio’s television service in 1956 —
later reorganized as Sveriges Television
(SVT) in 1979 — architecture has been pre-
sented to the public not as an exclusive dis-
cipline, but as a shared cultural and social
concern. Unlike in many other countries,
Swedish television has offered space to
substantial architectural themes and to mo-
ments of international significance in mod-
ern architecture. From early programs such
as Arkitekter berdttar (1976) to the long-run-
ning K-mérkt (1992-97), and more recent
series like Arkitekturens pérlor (2014-23),
Hemma hos inredningsarkitekten (2022-23),
Husdrommar (2025), Nordisk design - en

kérlekshistoria (2025) and S4 byggdes Sver-
ige (2025), architecture has been framed
through a mix of education, entertainment,
and spectacle. Documentaries have further
consolidated this role, with monographic
works dedicated to Ragnar Ostberg (1866-
1945), Gunnar Asplund (1885-1940), Sig-
urd Lewerentz (1885-1975), Sven Markelius
(1889-1972), Ralph Erskine (1914-2005),
Eric Sigfrid Persson (1898-1903), Eric Sven-
ning (1901-1974), and Peter Celsing (1920-
1974) among others. This contribution ex-
amines how Sweden’s “media ecology” has
sustained a continuous architectural debate
over seven decades, fostering both public
appreciation and criticism. The grassroots
movement Arkitektupproret (Architectural
Uprising), active in TV and radio debates,
illustrates how mass communication has
amplified popular concerns about architec-
tural quality and identity. The analysis will
focus especially on the last twenty years,
culminating in En sista kvall for Folkets hus
(2024) and the two-day national broadcast of
the church relocation on 19-20 August 2025:
a spectacular event that made visible the
negotiation between heritage, urban trans-
formation, and collective memory. Sweden
showcases how mass media narratives can
make architectural knowledge accessible
and place it in the public sphere.
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