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ECOLOGY 
AND ECONOMY 

Agricultural landscapes are central to food pro-
duction and support the economy at all levels 
from local to global. Well-planned and struc-
tured foodscapes are crucial for the resilience 
of food systems, and for food security and 
safety. Agricultural landscapes provide jobs 
for farmers and related industries, and many 
people depend on farming for their livelihoods. 
Agriculture is a key driver of rural development 
and rural economies. In many regions, agricul-
tural landscapes can also generate income 
from agritourism and other recreational activ-
ities in the landscape. 

At the same time, agricultural landscapes are 
important biotopes for many animal species. 
Many agricultural landscapes are part of the 
NATURA 2000 network. Depending on farm-
ing practices, agriculture can either enhance 
or threaten biodiversity. More sustainable and 

environmentally friendly management practic-
es, such as organic farming or agroforestry can 
sustain or enhance biodiversity. 

In this thematic track, we are looking for con-
tributions on diverse economic and ecological 
aspects of agricultural landscapes, including 
co-relations between these two aspects. How 
can agricultural landscapes be economically 
productive and at the same time environmen-
tally and economically sustainable? How can 
landscape architects and planners contribute 
to more sustainable and resilient agricultural 
landscapes? What existing good practices can 
serve as inspiring role models? Your contribu-
tion may tackle one of these questions or elab-
orate on related issues. 

CONFERENCE TRACK 1: 
THEMATIC TRACK 
OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES
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The paper explores the role of strategic plan-
ning and landscape design in the construction 
of urban agricultural spaces that act as multi-
functional ecosystems, capable of contributing 
to biodiversity enhancement and food securi-
ty, as well as providing social benefits. Starting 
from the survey of green infrastructure and bio-
diversity plans in Amsterdam, Paris and Lisbon, 
the research investigates how such strategic 
visions are promoted by the integration of agri-
cultural practices within urban open space.

Amsterdam’s approach to environmental is-
sues is based on the enhancement of the ur-
ban green infrastructure, promoting its devel-
opment wherever possible to cope with the 
progressive densification of the urban fabric, 
the loss of biodiversity and the effects of cli-
mate change. Amongst the multiple declina-
tions of ‘urban nature’ provided by the Green 
Infrastructure Vision 2050, urban agriculture 
practices emerge as a tool capable of increas-
ing the liveability of the city, providing social, 
educational and environmental benefits. In this 
sense, the allotment gardens, vegetable gar-
dens and orchard at Park Frankendael demon-
strate how historical parks can accommodate 
contemporary urban agricultural uses, becom-
ing catalysts for a diverse public while improv-
ing the functionality of ecosystems.

The Paris Biodiversity Plan has, among its ob-
jectives, the development of urban agricultur-
al practices, recognised as a tool to promote 
environmental education, encourage civic par-
ticipation, build social bonds and strengthen 
urban biodiversity. In this sense, the city sup-
ports an urban agriculture increasingly based 
on efficient, sustainable and resilient agricul-
tural systems, relying on ecological manage-
ment methods. This attitude can be found in 

the orchard of the Parc Martin Luther King, a 
park built on a disused railway platform. The 
orchard hosts regional plant varieties and en-
sures genetic diversity by combining plants in a 
way that attracts pollinating animals and auxil-
iary insects, thus avoiding the use of chemical 
fertilisers and pesticides.

In the Lisbon Biodiversity Strategy and Action 
Plan, horticultural plots are considered useful 
ecotopes for housing urban fauna and enhanc-
ing the ecological structure of the city, as well 
as having educational value. Parque Urbano da 
Quinta da Granja was the first agricultural park 
promoted by the municipality and transformed 
an environmentally degraded, peripheral site 
into a multifunctional public open space. In 
addition to redeveloping a problematic site, 
the intervention offered more recreational op-
portunities to a densely populated neighbour-
hood, recalling the area’s agricultural tradition 
and strengthening one of the city’s ecological 
corridors.

The cities selected as case study share the 
recognition of urban agriculture as a central 
component to sustain biodiversity, enhance 
ecosystem services, improve quality of life 
and engage users in sustainable practices, 
strengthening their environmental awareness 
and sense of community. However, the varied 
overview provided by different historical/cultur-
al contexts, planning approaches, and design 
outcomes offers the possibility to compare dis-
tinct attitudes and practices. Based on these 
perspectives, the research aims to provide in-
sights for landscape architects, urban planners 
and policy makers into the potential of includ-
ing urban agricultural practices in city regener-
ation strategies.

MANUELA RONCI, Dr.
Politecnico di Torino, Italy

URBAN FOODSCAPES. 
INTEGRATING AGRICULTURE, BIODIVERSITY 
AND COMMUNITIES IN THE CITY
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