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monumentality also aimed o express a country without colonialist or

imperialist residues but, in any case, and in its own way, Evropean. The IRONY AND EXPERIMENTATION IN jAIlE'l'TI AND LUZI’S
Seville Pavilion was also a singular appropriation of postmodemism: ARCHITECTURE (19“'197‘)
a patchwork of ideas, high-tech architecture made with poor materials.

apparcitly improvised steel structures, and a chaotic decorative use of the

traditional blue-tiles.

The Seville Pavilion expressed the idea of a modem country, soon after MARIA LUISA BARELLI
Portugal joined the CEE/EU (1986). A very revealing photograph show POLITECHICO DI TORIND
us the by then prime-minister Cavaco Silva repoicing at the model display DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN
of the structure while the Spain prime-minister Filipe Gonzales looks at

it very attentively. DAVIDE ROLFO

POLITECNICO DI TORING
6. COMNCLUSION DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE AND DESICGN

Portuguese postmodernism was closer 1o the lemporal ambivalence
and fictional sensibility presented by Hemrich Klotz in The History of
Postodern Architecture than the taxonomic surveys portrayed by Charles
Jencks. As Klotz wrote in its attempt to define postmodernism, *not only
function but fiction as well™, or what he called the “fictionalization of
architecture.” This precept permeates his reading of the movement, and
it's a crucial key to understand the Portuguese experience.
All the cases described or mentioned in this paper aimed to cross
architeciure with other artistic expressions. in an almost delinous state.
They had a sense of urgency, an almost violent desire to intervene in the
public andior in the intimate arena. Frequently they arc, at the same time,
playful and simster., festuve and somber.
The body of architecture was subjected o mutilations, dissonances,
reconstitiutions, fragmentations. As & consequence, the human body was
put to a test and architecture became a trial. an ultimate experience. ABSTRACT
Architecture dressed up for the night: with pediments. porticoes, arches, Sergio Jareuti {1928-2017) and Elio Luzi (1927-2006) were active in Turin, laly, from the
round openings, columns, flags, friezes, rainbow colors, accidental mid- 1950 onwards. Their work, both prased and corticised over time, 1% today at the centre
seometries, consiructivist dilacerations, free-siyle traditionalisms. of a process of mvestiganon and criieal re-evaluation, which & leading 1o the recogmnon of
The anxiety but also the playfulness of that era i1s expressed in the its density of themes und meanings.
photograph of Antdnio Variaghes with “scissor eyes™, and in the drawing In one of their first buildings, the Obelisk palace (1954-59), the two architects express, in
of the “concrete gums™ of Graga Dias, preparing 1o bite. The 1%80s in a provocative, imonic and surreal manner, a radically eritieal position conceming the orthodoxy
Porugal were the stage of countless mundane, populist and turbulent of the modern movement. After having underlined their position, Jaretti and Lus pursued

buildings and designs._ almost austhoritarian in their will to communicate. 5. Heinrich Kiotz, The bitiory of their reseanch between the 1960s and 1974 {when their professional paths parted), with an

Democracy was finally at work. 8 Prostuaskern Architectire. 5. approach al times appeanng uniquely analogous to ceraim northern Evropean works. This
paper. availing itselfl of archival and bibliographic research and of the direct analysis of the
busldings, focuses on this phase of the architects” production, including cutstanding works such
as the via Curtstone house { 1962-65), the Pitagora towers ( 1962-68) aind the Mirafion tower
{1970-74). We amm to underhne the experimental featires of such works. whech emerge bath

BIOGCRAPHY in discontinuity and continuity with some of the themes of the modem movement. Indeed,

Jorge Figueira. Uradunted in Archilecture al the Liniversaty of Porio (1992). PRI Degree of the University of Coimlea on the one hand, one can nobice the el.":!ll:'llinh of a renewed :hhm libre, whach II:'IFI:.T:'IEI;FL the

|lﬂ|‘.]'s_'}. .-\.sm:u_u: Professor of the Depammsent of A:-:I_ul.f\_*m_afdx_l-'f‘!'L!(.'. Remn*rw.r_ul the Cemre for Su-s:nl_Smdm._. enjoyability of Hving spaces. even in the relationship with the outside environment; and on the

Architectural critic, author of books and curtor of exhubitions including “What? When! Why not? Portuguese architechane

al Casa da Arquitectura (202 172022 Has presented his research in universities and institutsons of several countries anmd

hns published texts i several publications and poumals, He was the principal imvestigator of the research progect (ELT of technological imnovateon,

other hand, one can identify an expressive use of matenals, which rejects any mythologization

928 LA™ INTERMATION AL DOCOMORMD CONFERENCE " MODERN FUTURES SUSTAINARLE DEVELOPUMENT AND CLATURAL DWERSITY TRONY AND EXPERIMENTATION IN [SRETTIAND LUZIFS ARCHITECTURE {'F'!M‘]'!H:l *BARELLL, ROLFD




1. THE BEGINNINGS

“l am not a rationalist, but I am a functionalist™: this statement by Luzi is
emblematic of an attitade free of ideological or formalistic superstructurnes
that accompanied the entire oeuvre of the architects from Turn Sergio
Jaretti Sodano (1928-2017) and Elio Luzi (1927-2006). The carcers of the
two architects unfolded almost entirely in north-west lialy: afier graduating
with Carlo Molline from the Faculty of Architecture at the Politeenico di
Torino and some very early work carmed out separately, in the mid-1950s
Jaretti and Lue formalised a partnership that would last until 1974, when
their paths separated. Their work topether was alimost entirely dedicated to
the therme of the residence and produced only a few, mostly unsystematic
written reflections.

The work that ensured their immediate recognition at a local level and
some resonance (and controversy) at o national level' was the Obelisk palace
(1954-59) in Turin. The building featured a tight anticulation of interior
spaces, fats organised on several levels or with double-height ceilings,
and no repetitive floor plan. Staircases, mezzamnes and perspectives
from imterior balconies, through to the rooftop “belvedere™, multiply
the viewpoints and the possibilities of enjoying the space, reinterpreting

some recurming elements of the villa typology. These distributive features,

however, ook a back seat in the peneral perception of things compared
to the compleicly unorthodox appearance of the bulding. An envelope
“eontinuous and fexible like human skin™. made of artificial stone elemens,
charactenses the building, evoking forms of Catalan modermism and aspects
of Wnght's rescarch. It was a real viriuosic tour de force for both designers
and constrection companies, The architects openly stated their intention
1o move away from what was percetved as a stale and academic late-
rationalism, with a touch of wony and a cerain surrcalism, They weren't
alone: in 1957, the publication of the Bottega d’Erasmo and ofher works by
Cabetti and Isola and Giorgio Rainen in Cosabefla-Continuitd® gave rise
to comroversy over the “ltalian retreat™ from the modern movement” and
intrefuced the term “neoliberty™ (greeted with some annoyvance by those
involved) o the debates,

Considered in the context of Jaretti and Luzi's professional and cultural
journey & a wholbe, the initial venmre of the Obelisk palace seemed 1o be
a demonstrative element, both for the architects and for the construction
company (Manolino) with its crafismen. The architects continued their
unconventional rescarch with relatively simpler solutions in other buildings
during the 1950s (the Manolino house in Chieri, 1955-36; the house in via
Pietro Cossa, 1956-57; the houss in piazra Statuto, 1958-597),

2. HOUSES, “STIMULATING DOMESTIC LANDINGS™

In the 1960s. dunng the iniense building sctivity that accompanied the Ialian
connomic boom, the two architects continwed their research into residential
thermes. It can be difficult. considering formal aspects alone. 1o establish
links between the works of the first period and those of the decade that
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followed: however, several lines of continuity can be iraced in the pursuit
of personalisation of living spaces and in the experimental tension focused
on the technical and matenal dimension of design.

At the same time, however, we can see a decisive and highly original
progression bevond that, in a direction that seems 1o find points of contact
with certain experiences outside lialy. In addiion to the houses in via
Saluzzo ( 1960-62) and corso Orbassano {1961-62), and the “sister” villas
thiat the two architects built for themselves (1963-65), among the works
completed during this period, the house in via Curtatone (1962-65) and the
Pitagora towerss (1962-68) beat highlight the most mnovative features of this
research, which also relies on an ironke and astite interpretation of building
and town-planning regulations.

Exploiting the contradictions between the maximum volome allowed
by building regulations and the smaller volumes asctually permitted by
the new Master Plan of Turin {19597, the two architects orgamsed the
project according to what they called a “desirability diagram™, emptying the
buildings &t the base and concentrating the habitable surfaces increasingly
on the wpper floors, with flats that were progressively sunnier and guieter,
as well as more commercially attractive.

Certain themes typical of the Modem. from which the young Jaretti
and Luzi seemed o have ostentatiously distanced themselves from the
Ohelisk palace, reappear m a manner revisited to the point of being almost
unrecognisable, in the search for expressiveness and the humanisation of
architecture: the pilots plan, the distinction between structure and non-
beaning enclosure, windows en longuenr, the plan litre, the intensive
huilding developed vertically.

Huaving abandoned the traditional bourgeois atrium of the mult-storey
house, the ground floor became a unigque pilotis floor, with cylindrical
reinforced concrete columns flanked by a multitude of other brick columns.
introducing sn element of spatial complexity and at the same thme functional
ambiguity, as their actual reason for existing (they house the ducts for the
systemns, downpipes, rubbish chutes) was not immediakely comprehensible,
I the Bowse on via Curtatons® this space is articulated., w different heaghts,
around two circular water tanks. Their roundness is reflected in the walls
around the staircase and the lift shaft. It is a jovful antificial landscape. rich
in stimuli, which welcomes and accompanies the inhabitants, and was
conceived in direct relation 1o the outdoors.

The “tree-like”™ structure of these huildingg. cxpanding upwards,
disintegrated fagades, decomposed volumes and allowed for great freedom
in the organisation of the plans of the different floors (there 15 no “standand
plan™). In via Curtatone,, the flats, which are all different, still seem o reflect
the villa typology: inevitably side by side. but separate in their singularity:
designed for unknown inhabitants, trying o guess their needs and desires;
charactenised by windows and large balconies, but generated by a centripetal
plan which, seeking an inlimate dimension of living, i3 organised on each
floor around the distribution spaces and intemal cloisters.

a1



The same themes return with ever greater intensity in the Pitagora
towers''; the designers adopted an isolared block type, ensuring ventilation
and multiple views. The design envisaged the successive realisation of three
tower buildings, linked by a continuous porticoed basement. In the tower
at the comer with piazza Pitagora, in particular, the irmegularly shaped plot
required the design of a muli-faceted volume, ruling out all standardised
composition of the facades. The construction system, similar to that of the
baillckimg an via Cortatone and many other constructions by Jarei and Luzi
i the same years, also took on the role of defining o common language,
flexible and adaptable to the different situations of a large building site. The
load-bearing structure in reinforced concrete and the brick cavity walls are
exposed . as they are in many other buildings of the time. But this current
techology 1s reinterpreted here in an entirely original way: the circular
columns adopted on the pilotis floor, slender and therefore paired two by
wio, produce & sort of fragmentation and intensification of the sighthines, and
are connecied o the sguare-section pillars of the upper foors with a DADO
system. For the cavity walls, laretti and Luzi “imvented” a solution that was
both economical and capable of alluding 1o a masonry tradition well rooted
i Piedmont, with the adoption. for the outer wall, of solid facing shiner
bricks, with the frog (intcnded in the normal position to house the mortar)
shown with a decorative function. In order to keep the roller shutier boxes
flush with the imterior walls, the thin cavity walls (30 cm) were thickened
in comrespondence with the openings and projected towards the outside,
articulating the design of the elevations by means of subtle and continnous
varizions. This solution was complex to implement and, having mtially
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been made possible by an artisanal organisation of the building site, was
abandoned in the third and lass tower, built almost in the Seventies

Every solution chosen was adopted on the basis of functional reasons
and incontrovertible, almost “natural” chains of logic., applying a “method

[of design] of *fighting collaboration” |...which] led us by painful but Figuoe L jusati and Luert dhe i Caatuscein haorme., Torin, Sy (142.65)
(1o the left, photo by Lucio Belerami; on the right, photo by 5. Cavalla, in

11 Jurctti Sodusa 5., Elio L Jareati Archive, Palivecnico di Tating)
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mexorable degrees to discard all solutions that, having only formal

argumenits on their side, failed 1o prevail over the enemy collaborator, - torsi Pitagors 2 Tovino.”

and o accept, sometimes with repugnance, choces based on "objective”  L'anchitertra. Cromache ¢ stori,
arguments ™, A similar reasoning would Tater lead Luzi to highlight the 99 131 (heptember 1966

d di i E id both the A DEG-29] ; Javeni Soadane 8 _Luri Flg 3 _hn.-ﬂ.:ndLq.ll,Thl:*M:ra‘.’lnri;uwr-l.Tuil.llql:,r['l‘??D ?ﬂj A
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Figure 2 jarett and Luzi the Piragora wwers, Turin, aly (1962-68). A
dranwing of the two first towers {Jaretti Archive, Politecnico di Tofing)

clements” and the “spaces” they delimit, abandoning the terms generally  Bumeiner, oo, 5 (May 1967

used o define them. In order to convey the idea, he stated: “not *windows' 376378 3. "TECHNICOLOUR FOR THE CITY WITHOUT QUALITY"

but holes 1o carch the light, so never a *window' (a done and standard idea) 12, Sergro Jaretti Sodano. Elo In & later phase between the end of the 1960s and the early 1970s, Jaretti and

bt something different in each specific case™; and “cancel labels such L "L touwi Fitagos & Tarieo.” Luzi's confromtation with the demands of student protest and their reflection
. A Iz R ~ ; wit: ZB7. 14, Sergwr Fareili “Tochmicodor

‘balcony’. ‘living room’ | ...] and reinvent “space for being outdoors in the

per ba canh senza qpanlsh.” Mook,
dwelling not a1 ground level”, ‘a place 1o see Inends. or carry owt activities no. 39 (May 1981k 3841, as 4 place of medistion of decision-muking processes implemented ouside
in the home during free fime, eic.”™™", Tracing human functions and activities

“on the limiis of a professional activity that is increasingly perceived [...]
13, C.Tortn, C.5. Zorean Jaretli
& E. Luzi restirmom cof ariefici

el “arvfiterirn phemontene 18; Candavo Ambrosin and
has no “purifying” connotation here. on a formal level, but rather that of  del dopoguerna. degree thesis. Giovanwi Darbisso “Archiienwe approaches, as in the residence in via Ormea ( 1967-70), the residential
responding appropristely to the imphicit demands of the inhabitants, In these  Politecnico di Tormo, Faculty di Joretti & Lui, 195574, 1975 and commercial building in via Breghio { 1969-T1), the residential complex

of Architeciure, ay. 1981-82, 93,7 Edifisir popadare, mo, 242
ways, however, the two architects developed a figurative language that was |.u|m:-.-|:,1:-:’l'l.r;qur:1gm.m :wam-:ll;n;emh: I";-im: in strada del Drosso (1970-74) or the Mirafior tower (1970-74), the last

tor Become their distinctive stylistic signatune, supervisor M. Pasesti LR of which was to be completed jointly. Despite a growing mistrust in the

and above the held of :xFrrtim:""'. led the two architects fo explore new
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architect’s possibility o influence the city’s growth processes, Jaretti and
Luzi did not renounce the use of allernative and, 1o some extent defensive,
strategics in the face of the nigidity of urban planning constraints and the
decline in the level of skill possessed by the workforce,

The ironic attitude towards any ideological or bureaucratic
superstructure seemed to transcend into, al fimes, aitler sarcasm:
experimentation with the wse of colour and “catalogue™ materials took the
place of elaboration “based on design”. In the architecture built during

these years, the distinction between the supporting elements and volumes
supporied becomes more and more evident, bringing to the fore a structural
grid with a rigid onhogonaliny.

In the Mirafiori tower, in particular, the cylindrical pillars now almost
adhere o the outer walls, highlighted by the chromatic contrast between
the: black-painted concrete and the concrete block fagade walls onginally

concerved (o shimmer in natural light. Unresirained use of colour also

characterises the balcony parapets, the shutters and, as a further pop
element, the cylindrical coloured fibreglass cabiners highlighted on the
balconies. The dense composition, sei on a predefined floor plan, colminates
in a paradoxical rooftop pool covered by a parabolic vault.

That of Jaretti and Luzi is a mocking approach that does not represent
a formal rejection of the themes of Modemism (as upheld by most post-
Modernist interpretation), but a last ditch attempt to homanise a confext,
both 1 terms of design and regulation. in which the degrees of freedom of
the individual — designer and inhabitant — are increasingly reduced.

4. LOOKING AROUMND

Jaremn and Luzi were never interested in a structured theoretical elaboration,
which they always regarded with suspicion. Part of their own expressive
research seems, instead. to be based on the careful and critical analysis of
the day-to-day reality of the profession and of regulatory constraints, on the
ohservation of changes in building production and construction sites.

They did not work within the academy. but for a brief, late exception
in the case of Lugi, and their works were only partially published. This
unabashed “splendid isolation” which, in retrospect, they proudty claimed*™,
did nothing 1o facilitate the consideration of their works by cnitics.

The two Turinese architects have always moved with greal freedom
between the dogmas and anti-dogmas of modem architecture; their re-
elaboration of some typical elements of Modemism poetics does not derive
from a preconceived distancing. butl from a profound cntical and Liberal
spirit, and from an attitude that always places man s “pursuit of happiness™
at the centre.

Some aspects of their work present similarities with the coeval research
of architects such as Aldo van Evek and, above all, Herman Herteberger.,
There are no documented exchanges between larctti and Luzi and the Durch
group, whose archilectures began 10 be published in lialy, apan from a
few exceptions’’, in the second half of the 19605, and no evidence that
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the two Turin architects knew Habraken's seminal book', published in
Italian only in 1974, However, it seems interesting 1o highlight a certain
“evolutionary convergence” going beyond the Modern Movement,
which was more methodical and “scientific” in the Duich case. and more
intuitive in the ltalian. Besides the similarity of certain constructive and
formal solutions (DADO-column system, exposed brickwork or concrete
blocks), an expressive use of materials that rejects all mythologization of
technological inmovation and the idea of technical progress as a value in
itself, as well as certain predilections in the organisation of space, it is the
humanistic approach and faith in the possibilities of architecure to interpret
changes in society and improve human life that seems 1o unite the work of
Jaretti and Lozi and the Dutch architects.

Some research documenis. following the separation of the two architects,
still show the interest (at least of Jareiil) in an open design approach, with
reference io the expenences — as well of Habraken — of Alexander, Erskine
and Kroll™,

The research conducied so far does notl permit us, at least for the
moment, fo draw certain conclusions, bui 1 opens up the complex question
of placing Jaretti and Lozi's work in not only an ltalian but a Enropean
seenario. Al the same time. the research contributes to highlighting the
complexity of the evolution of Modem themes, through non-obwious paths. m
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Docomomo international is a non—profit organization dedicated to the
documentation and conservation of buildings, sites and neighbourhoods
of the Modern Movement. It aims to:

* Bring the significance of the architecture of the Modern Movement
to the attention of the public, the authorities, the professionals and the
educational community.

* [dentify and promote the surveying of the works of the Modem
Movement.

* Promote the conservation and (rejuse of buildings and sites of the
Modern Movement.

* Oppose destruction and disfigurement of significant works.

* Foster and disseminate the development of appropriate technigues
and methods of conservation and adptative (rejuse,

= Attract funding for documentation conservation and (rejuse,

= Explore and develop new ideas for the future of a sustainable built
environment based on the past experiences of the Modern Movement.

Docomomo international wishes 1o extend its field of actions to new
territories, establish new partnerships with institutions, organizations and
NGOs active in modern architecture, develop and publish the international
register, and enlarge the scope of its activitics in the realm of research,
documentation and education.

In pursuit of the mission of Docomome international, as updated in the
Eindhoven—Seoul Statement 2014, the theme of the 18th International
Docomomo Conference is "Modern Futures: Sustainable Development
and Cultral Diversity.”

The Conference takes place in Santiago de Chile, from 10 to 14 December
2024, a1 the Facultad de Arquitectura, Disefio y Estudios Urbanos of
Pontificia Universidad Catdlica de Chile.

do.co, mo_ mo_ ARQ

ISBEM n" 97E8-956-6204-22-0




