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Foreword / China Room 2016 - 2021: China’s opportunity to measure changes in city 
and architecture
by Edoardo Bruno and Camilla Forina

OUR RESEARCH
01. Research Programmes
MEMORY | REGENERATION. Sino-Italian urban research platform 
CeNTO. Chinese New TOwns: Negotiating Citizenship and Physical Form
TRANS-URBAN-EU-CHINA. Transition towards urban sustainability through socially 
integrative cities in the EU and in China
HIGH SPEED CHINA
POLITO STUDIO

02. Writing
Urbanisation processes and new towns in contemporary China: A critical understanding 
from a decentred view 
The City after Chinese New Towns. Spaces and Imaginaries from Contemporary Urban 
China
Chinese Brutalism Today. Concrete and Avant-Garde Architecture
Beijing Danwei. Industrial Heritage in the Contemporary City

03. Designing
PROSPEROUS LISHUI. Future Shan Shui City International Urban Design Competition
CONNECTED PLAZA. A Masterplan for the Square of Futian Station for 2019 UABB
OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE. Building A of the Oxygen Factory Complex Big Air Venue
PEARL RIVER PIANO Factory Industrial Regeneration
YANZHOU ISLAND. Concept Plan

04. Teaching
SHENZHEN-ness 3.0
TRANS-USE SUMMER SCHOOL. TRANS-forming industrial legacy. Spatial and economic 
models of re-USE
NEW TOWNS ALONG THE BELT AND ROAD. Lanzhou
LONG PLAN. Solar Decathlon China 2018

05. Curating
EYES OF THE CITY. Bi-city Shenzhen Biennale of Urbanism\Architecture 2019
CHINA GOES URBAN. The city to come
HUTONG PLAYGROUND. Beijing Design Week 2017
MEMORY AND REGENERATION. Column on World Architecture

06. Records

ABOUT CHINA ROOM
Mission
People
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by Marta Mancini and Maria Paola Repellino
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The China Room Report 2021 gathers the researches 
developed by the group since its constitution in 2016. 
The emergence of COVID-19 has profoundly affected the 
possibility of conducting on-site research after about 
a decade of intense exchanges with China. Although 
research projects, design explorations, doctoral theses 
and educational programs with partner institutions have 
not come to a halt, the necessity of systematisation of 
a long period of cooperation with China has gradually 
emerged. The report aims thus at identifying, through an 
archival operation, both continuities and discontinuities 
ºÃûĐÃÃâ�¿ÐÌÌÃóÃâû�óÃöÃ¯ó»Ï�æýû»æáÃöȣ�âæû�æâÜĒ�ûæ�¿ÃĶâÃ�
a “state of the art” of the group’s activities but also - and 
foremost - to set up new directions for future researches. 

China Room observes urban phenomena and architecture 
in contemporary China - privileging on-site observation 
¯â¿�¯ððÜÐÃ¿�ÃđðÃóÐáÃâû¯ûÐæâȨ��ö�¯�öðÃ»ÐĶ»�»æâûÃđû�æÌ�
investigation, China is intended as an opportunity to 
observe, often at an accelerated speed, phenomena that 
emphasise global behaviours: in this framework, the 
group’s mission interprets thus China as an expanding 
Ü¯ºæó¯ûæóĒ�ĐÏÃóÃ�ûæ�òýÃöûÐæâ�¯â¿�ûÃöû�ö»ÐÃâûÐĶ»�ðæöÐûÐæâöȨ

As suggested by sinologist François Jullien, the encounter 
with China is an opportunity to unleash a “disruption of 
thought”1. He invites to set aside western methodological 
paradigms in favour of external observation of the 
so-called “reality”. If on one hand, China cannot be 
considered a place to be “discovered”, on the other, 
today it represents a privileged locus to observe 
contemporary processes. According to this perspective, 
the Report’s investigations on different places, themes 

1 Francois Jullien has been invited on 28 September 2018 by  FULL – the Future 
Urban Legacy Lab (Politecnico di Torino) to give the lecture  “Comment être 
ÃÌĶ»¯»Ãȩ��âûóÃ�áæ¿ÄÜÐö¯ûÐæâ�Ãû�á¯ûýó¯ûÐæâ�ɁÃâûóÃ�ðÃâöÄÃ�ÃýóæðÄÃââÃ�Ãû�ðÃâöÄÃ�
chinoise)”.

and methods become the pretext to better understand 
the transferability of the collected theses; thus, the 
outputs of the research take on the character of valuable 
lessons, straightened through continuous refutations to 
not simplify their interpretations.

With the aim of sharing with a wider public the archive 
gathered over the years, the volume considers different 
óÃöÃ¯ó»Ï�æýûðýûö�¯ö�ðóæ¿ý»ûö�»æâöûÐûýûÐâÍ�¯�öýÌĶ»ÐÃâû�
critical mass to become generalisable research objects. 
�ýóûÏÃóáæóÃȣ�ûÏÃĒ�¿ÃĶâÃ�¯�»ÜÃ¯ó�¯â¿�ûó¯âöÌÃó¯ºÜÃ�
ðæöÐûÐæâÐâÍ�ĐÐûÏÐâ�ûÏÃ�ö»ÐÃâûÐĶ»�»æááýâÐûĒȨ�LÏÃ�»æâûÃâûö�
are organised according to various interpretative lines 
that proceed simultaneously. In this sense, the book 
retraces the modalities through which the research 
group was constituted, privileging the programming 
of research as a method in itself capable of bringing 
innovation by alternating parallel experimentations. The 
map on pages 6-7 summarises this approach, depicting 
the trajectories of the single outputs inserted within the 
Report in the broader perspective of the research group’s 
practice: the attempt is to understand the relapse of 
Ã¯»Ï�öðÃ»ÐĶ»�ûÏÃæóÃûÐ»¯Üȣ�¯ððÜÐÃ¿ȣ�æó�¿Ð¿¯»ûÐ»�¯»ûÐďÐûĒ�Ðâ�
the research sphere to highlighting the incremental and 
multidisciplinary pattern adopted so far.

The chapters of the Report describe the research of 
China Room moving from the collective to the individual 
results carried out by the various researchers involved. 
LÏÃ�Ķóöû�»Ï¯ðûÃó�ɍ�EÃöÃ¯ó»Ï�BóæÍó¯áö�ɍ�öÏæĐö�ûÏÃ�
programs that mainly address the four research branches 
and various subsequent projects developed in China. 
These are thus to be considered as extended containers 
with international funding, developed through the 
consolidation of new institutional alliances that allow the 
China Room to increase its number of researchers and 
interests.

The subsequent four chapters - Writing, Designing, 
Teaching, Curating - explore the different activities 
through which the research was carried out. This 
preliminary taxonomy emphasises the heterogeneity of 
approaches that have allowed access to new sources and 
knowledge production. While writing and teaching are 

Foreword
China Room 2016 - 2021: China’s 
opportunity to measure changes in 
city and architecture 
ºĒ��¿æ¯ó¿æ�óýâæ�¯â¿��¯áÐÜÜ¯��æóÐâ¯

Next pages:
�ÐÍȭ�ƹ�| Map of the main research 
projects developed within the China 
Room research group, 2013-2022 
(credit: Camilla Forina - China Room).
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designing

teaching

curating

Research
programme

writing

Place, pleasure and resilience. 
PhD excellence course

Double degree agreement
Double Master Programme (THA)

Unboxing Danwei
Beijing Design Week

Shaping a City through Culture and Identity
Lecture (at THA)

Joint studio 2014 - 4th edition
Joint Master Seminar (THA)

New Perspectives on Urban Heritage in China.
PhD excellence course

Beijing Danwei: for a dialogic urbanism
Learning from places, 
as one of the tasks of Urban Design

Industrial Legacy and 
the future of Chinese Cities

Industrial Clasterization Strategies
in the Pearl River Delta Area

Design Opportunities and
Cultural Intermediation

An Italian Space in a 
Chinese Industrial Legacy

Beijing Danwei: Industrial Heritage in the Contemporary City
Book

Domesticating East Asian Cities
Monographic issue

Memory Regeneration: Sino-Italian urban research platform
Research Project

Mapping controversial memories in the historic urban landscape
Joint Research Project

Creative Places and Industrial Heritage in Contemporary China
PhD thesis

MEMORY | REGENERATION

Pearl River Piano Factory Industrial Regeneration
Concept Design

Transformation of Building A of the Oxygen Factory Complex
Concept Design

CeNTO. Chinese New TOwns: Negotiating Citizenship and Physical Form

CNT: Negotiating Citizenship and Physical Form
Seminar at Beijing Design Week

From the Old to the New Silk Road
Lectures at MAO

La Città dopo le new towns cinesi
Monographic Issue

Urbanisation Processes 
and New Towns in Contemporary China

The City after 
Chinese New Towns
Book

China Goes Urban
Exhibition at MAO

China Goes Urban - Lecture Series
International Seminar and Online Events

Transnational Models
PhD Thesis

The Enriched Field
PhD Thesis

Beyond globalized visions
PhD Thesis

Eventful Hutong
PhD Tesis

Curated in China
PhD Tesis

Reaching the sea
PhD Tesis

Yanzhou Island, a well-being reserve
inside the Zhaoqing New Area

Strategic assessment 
and economic evaluation

China Brand Homes
PhD Tesis

Prosperous Lishui
International Competition

TRANS-URBAN-EU- CHINA. Transition towards urban sustainability through socially integrative cities in the EU and in China

On the Intensity of Surfaces
The Processes Behind Community Building and 
Place Making in Transitional Urban Moments 

Book
Towards Socially Integrative Cities
Book

China Goes Urban
Book

Reconnecting Human Body and Urban Space: 
Reading Tools and Design Practices

Research on the Regeneration Model 
of Italian Community
Master Thesis

Observatory of Best Practices
Column on OAT Site

Polito Studio
Research Project

Meiguan Innovative Corridor
Intenational Competition

Eyes of The City
2019 Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism/Architecture

Connected Plaza
Masterplan for 2019 UABB

Chinese Brutalism Today
Book

Hutong Playground
2017 Beijing Design week

New Town Along the Belt and Road
Design Units

Yanzhou Island
Concept Plan

Shenzhen - ness 3.0
Workshop

Long - Plan
Solar Decathlon China 2018

Trans-Use
Summer School

Eyes of the City - Marathon Events
2019 Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism/Architecture

PRIN. Rescaling the Belt and Road Initiative
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actions commonly associated with academia, designing 
¯â¿�»ýó¯ûÐâÍ�¿ÃĶâÃ�¯�ºóæ¯¿Ãó�ðó¯»ûÐ»Ã�ûÏ¯û�¿ÃðÐ»ûö�¯â�
ÃáÃóÍÐâÍ�áæ¿¯ÜÐûĒ�Ðâ�¯ððóæ¯»ÏÐâÍ�ö»ÐÃâûÐĶ»�ÐâďÃöûÐÍ¯ûÐæâö�
in a multi competencies - design-oriented mode.

Through a chronological and categorised series, the 
sixth chapter organises all the outcomes of the research 
ûÃ¯áȢ�Ìóæá�ûÏÃ�Ķóöû�»æâû¯»ûö�ĐÐûÏ��ÏÐâ¯ȣ�ûÏóæýÍÏ�ûÏÃ�
institutionalisation of the team since 2016, up to the 
results achieved over the last years. The total amount of 
187 products collected in about a decade perimeter the 
margins of a modest library depicting the main activities 
deepen so far.

The Report outlines some recurring themes in the 
research branches. What emerges is a particular attention 
to the phenomenon of Chinese urban expansion as a vast 
ĶÃÜ¿�æÌ�óÃöÃ¯ó»Ï�»¯ð¯ºÜÃ�æÌ�Ãâ»¯ðöýÜ¯ûÐâÍ�ûÏÃ�öð¯ûÐ¯Ü�
contradictions derived from its rapid development. 
Research projects such as TRANS-URBAN-EU-CHINA 
supported by the European program Horizon 2020 and 
CeNTO. Chinese New Towns: Negotiating Citizenship and 
Physical Form or HIGH-SPEED CHINA have provided the 
methodological basis for the subsequent publication 
of The City after Chinese New Towns. Spaces and 
Imaginaries from Contemporary Urban China (Birkhauser, 
2019) and the curatorship of the exhibition China Goes 
Urban at the MAO Museum in Turin, through a series of 
educational workshops on the New Town of Lanzhou 
and the development of design proposals such as those 
for Yanzhou Island or PROSPEROUS LISHUI - which have 
recently won the third place in 2020 at the “Future Shan 
Shui City International Urban Design Competition”.

The attention to the Chinese city and architecture as 
¯�öûó¯ûÐĶÃ¿�öĒöûÃá�»óæööÃ¿�ºĒ�»Ï¯âÍÃöȣ�¿ÃáæÜÐûÐæâö�
and innovations is the theme that - stemming from 
the program MEMORY | REGENERATION - has led to the 
»ýó¯ûæóöÏÐð�æÌ�¯�öðÃ»ÐĶ»�öÃ»ûÐæâ�æÌ�ûÏÃ��ÏÐâÃöÃ�á¯Í¯ĕÐâÃ�
SHIJIE JIANZHU - World Architecture, the publication 
of the volume Beijing Danwei. Industrial Heritage in 
the Contemporary City (Jovis, 2015), and international 
workshops such as SHENZHEN-ness 3.0 or the TRANS-
USE SUMMER SCHOOL - capable of suggesting operative 

strategies for realising the PEARL RIVER PIANO Factory-
Industrial Regeneration project.

Another relevant theme concerns Chinese architecture 
as an open platform facilitating the interaction between 
á¯â�¯â¿�ûÏÃ�ºýÐÜû�ÃâďÐóæâáÃâûȣ�¿ÃĶâÐâÍ�¯�ĶÃÜ¿�ĐÏÃóÃ�ûÏÃ�
¿ÐóÃ»û�ÃđðÃóÐÃâ»Ã�æÌ�öð¯»Ã�¿ÃĶâÃö�Ðûö�¿ÃďÃÜæðáÃâûȨ�#â�
this sense, the project OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE. Building A 
of the Oxygen Factory Complex Big Air Venue realised for 
the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics, the housing prototype 
Long Plan winner of the 2018 edition of Solar Decathlon 
China and the proposal CONNECTED PLAZA for the 
transformation of Futian Railway Station in Shenzhen 
represent cues that have allowed the critical positioning 
of the group as academic curator in Eyes of the City 
exhibition during the 2019 Edition of the Bi-city Shenzhen 
Biennale of Urbanism\Architecture.

Urban transformations, regeneration strategies, 
architecture as a human experience are some of the 
prompts that allowed China Room to continuously 
calibrate the observation of the Chinese context as an 
æðÃâ�ĶÃÜ¿�Ðâ�ĐÏÐ»Ï�ɗýâÐûĒ�¯â¿�öðÃ»ÐĶ»ÐûĒɘ�¯ÜûÃóâ¯ûÃȣ�¯ö�
the journalist Alberto Jacoviello recalls in his 1972 book 
Capire la Cina. The continuous movement between the 
general to the particular, the central and the peripheral, 
the recurrent and the exceptional, has emphasised the 
importance of transcalarity and transversality of research 
Ðâ�¯ó»ÏÐûÃ»ûýóÃ�¯â¿�ýóº¯â�öûý¿ÐÃöȨ�LÏÐö�Ķóöû�EÃðæóû�¯Ðáö�
at underlining the strategic role of research both as a 
discovery and a systematisation of practices which allows 
ûæ�»¯óóĒ�æýû�ö»ÐÃâûÐĶ»�ÛâæĐÜÃ¿ÍÃ�Ü¯â¿�¿ÃöÐÍâ�ðó¯»ûÐ»Ãö�ɍ�
and where the referred geography becomes the occasion 
to test instruments of investigation.


