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Summary

This research concerns the urban development, planning and construction of Nice
in the nineteenth century, during the period of the Sardinian Restoration (1815-
60), the last chapter in the centuries-old history of the city among the dominions
of the House of Savoy.

The historical and socio-cultural context in which these urban transformations
emerged is that of the development of winter tourism, a form of “sedentary
tourism” that affected Nice at the end of the eighteenth century and shaped its
subsequent urban physiognomy. The peculiarity of the case study lies in its
constituting a newly created urban type, that of the leisure-oriented city. Nice
has deliberately made its urban vocation from an almost accidental phenomenon,
becoming the prototype and model of the winter resorts created on the French-
Italian Riviera throughout the nineteenth century.

Having become a popular winter oasis for the highest foreign elite, especially
English, Nice quickly adapts to the needs of its wealthy seasonal clientele. The
growing flow of winterers encouraged the start of urban planning activities since
the 1820s, also to regulate a lively building speculation. Also thanks to this early
attempt to control urbanization, at the end of the century Nice will become the
“Winter Capital”.

With the return to the kingdom of Sardinia, in 1815, Nice became aware of the
need for major urban works, new infrastructures and residential settlements.
After a long incubation, in 1832 the first town plan was approved and a building
commission - the Consiglio d’Ornato - was set up to supervise its execution. In
the following years, new urban plans will design the expansion of the city.
However, the implementation phase will not be as fruitful as the design phase.
The construction of the imagined city will show multiple difficulties, both in
public and private construction sites. The urban production process, both in the
planning phase and in the implementation phase, will show signs of conflict on
several levels. The city will be the composite result of different contributions, of
mediations and conflicts between State, municipality, and local elites.

The scientific literature interested in the nineteenth-century planning of Nice
focused on the morphology of urban design and on the poor results obtained
during the Sardinian restoration. The political, economic, bureaucratic-
administrative implications of the plans, the procedural and decision-making
history that precedes urban and architectural production remained latent. The

connections between the morphological transformations and the cultural processes
that affected the city were to be traced.

This research aims to trace the genesis of the urban vocation of Nice, tracking the
aspirations of a city and the consequent decision-making processes that led to the
deliberate planning and construction of Nice as a tourism city. In this context, it
would be also a contribution to contemporary urban history, addressing a chapter
worthy of finding space in the narrative of the development of the nineteenth-
century city. Placed between urban and social history, it also aims to bring out the
procedures and protagonists of the construction of an atypical nineteenth-century
city, highlighting the modes of production of the city, the conflicts between local
elites, bureaucracies, the municipality, and the State.

The study focuses on the Sardinian period (1815-60), essential in the start of the
urban founding processes of the new Nice. Among the main questions raised
by the research are: How does the awareness of planning a new city for tourism
mature? With what procedures does Nice decide and choose its urban future?
What roles and relationships define the forces at play? What factors favoured
Nice’s tourist vocation and with what dynamics was this future built?

An in-depth archival investigation - thanks to the documentary complex produced
by the nineteenth-century bureaucratic machinery - will highlight the history
underlying urban transformations, the conflict of urban processes and the actors
involved in the actual evolution of Nice as the queen of Mediterranean winter
resorts.
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