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ABSTRACT:

Great attention is increasingly paid to the heritage belonging to the XX century, particularly for the spatial structures made of concrete,
that are a significant trait of this modern movement architecture. Since they demand today urgent conservation plans sustaining their
deterioration, the multidisciplinary researches should devotes a profound investigations for tailored approaches providing a clear indication
of best practices and recommendation for correct 3D documentation, information management and structural assessment and monitoring.
In this framework, the Geomatics approaches are advancing the interests toward the multi-scale and multi-sensor digitization and for
supporting management of complex information in enriched 3D models. The iconic halls B and C in Torino Esposizioni (Italy), designed
by Pier Luigi Nervi, is the case study presented. It was recently awarded by the Getty Keeping it Modern grant. The multi-disciplinary
research conducted, still in progress, focuses a particularly into the investigation of the structural analysis and consistency of ferrocement
elements of the vaulted system finalized to the structural condition assessment. Here the role of multi-scale and multi-sensor 3D models is
investigated, such as the development of a digital twin of the halls as a starting point to create an enriched informative system. The
reconstruction of this model particularly considering the large extension and the complexity of the spaces, is addressed to works as a
collector of 3D multi-sensor data and information related to the diagnostic investigation on structural health monitoring for the durability

of ferrocement elements.
1. INTRODUCTION

In the broad panorama of techniques used for the digitisation of
architectural and cultural heritage, a leading role is certainly
played by studies and projects aiming at the use of 3D sensing
methods to support structural investigations with the purpose of
identifying the structural characteristics of historical buildings
and determining the state of health of structures pertaining CH.
The declensions of these studies are varied, but a number of
common traits can be identified.

The integration or fusion of range (TLS-Terrestrial Laser
Scanning) and image-based methods (digital photogrammetry in
the UAV-Unmanned Aerial Vehicle and close-range
configuration), based on Structure-from-motion  (SfM)
techniques, has long been identified as most advantageous for the
purposes of heritage digitisation (Grussenmeyer et al., 2011;
Munumer & Lerma, 2015).

In fact, in the last two decades, the use of UAV devices has
proven to be extremely competitive with dense matching and
reconstruction approaches (Murtiyoso & Grussenmeyer, 2017)
and performing in the framework of heritage vast structures
documentation since they allow to rapidly acquire high-
resolution digital images and to achieve dense, accurate and
relatively detailed 3D models and orthoimagery characterized by
a high radiometric resolution (Remondino et al., 2009).

Despite that, laser scanning techniques have certainly been
preferred in structural studies due to their effectiveness in
reaching very high accuracy and resolution, in addition to the
reliability of the 3D models and their versatility to define surfaces
and structural components characterisation (Castellazzi et al.,
2015; Korumaz et al., 2017). Also, they are less influenced by
contextual conditions and able to combine and to compare other
investigations results (Lubowiecka et al., 2009; Pieraccini et al.,
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2014). A further common feature of sure interest is the general
and increasingly widespread research direction connected to the
use of HBIM systems to prepare 3D models capable of integrating
geometric and semantic information (Brumana et al., 2017; Dore
et al., 2015). Nowadays, a fundamental concept — developed with
an increasing number of proposals and solutions analyses — is that
the use of the HBIM strategies is not only and no longer so much
oriented to solve the issues related to the 3D modeling of complex
CH objects. This approach considers HBIM as an environment in
which managing the many heterogeneous information
characterizing architectural assets in connection with geometric
information (Turrina & Attico, 2021).

In a perspective that aims to increase reasoned collections of
information and analyses on the CH focusing a standardized
knowledge, (Yang et al., 2019) propose the combined use of HBIM
strategies and ontological converted models with the aim to enrich
semantic contents in a possible standard compliance perspective.
Moreover, in the framework of the structural evaluation of
complexes the simplification processes of clouds or mesh models
is a crucial phase, more than in other fields, that have to be critically
guided in an interdisciplinary perspective. Following a typology-
based approach able to interpret the structural behaviour of the
structures, the exploitation of the interoperability between
parametric modeling software and those of structural analysis is a
good opportunity (Abbate et al., 2020; Ottoni et al., 2017). Another
very important issue concerns the massive availability of 3D
modeling derived from heritage digitisation projects that are
offered to future generations who will be engaged in conservation
projects. One of the important concerns is that the quality of these
modeling products is not intrinsic to the models, that is, the
processes that led to obtaining them are not automatically recorded.
In this sense, an EU project called VIGIE is operating, aimed at
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“Study on quality in 3D digitisation of tangible Cultural Heritage:
mapping  parameters, formats, standards, benchmarks,
methodologies, and guidelines’®. The set of the aforementioned
instances are the basis of the reasoning for the modeling and the
enriched archiving of information both regarding the digitisation
process and interdisciplinary investigations of which the paper
aims to report. The Turin Exposition Centre digitisation project that
will be presented in the next sections, will be the case study for
evaluating whether the HBIM strategy is actually capable of
constituting an archiving system in which the spatial database
actually serves to represent with spatial reference the information
that harmonizes data of different nature and relating to the
investigations in progress.

A particularly important criticality highlighted that will be
proposed is the one concerning the close connection between
geometric and radiometric information that for many years has
characterized the new generation of 3D models performed by
reality-based techniques where metrically controlled orthophotos
are usually used as textures of geometric models, and that in the
parametric modeling paradigm is more than difficult.

For all these reasons, the following issues can be posed facing a
complex digitisation process such as the one concerning the
outdoor and indoor configuration of the Pier Luigi Nervi halls,
which also provides results of parallel evaluation for their structural
performances, both as regards the level of safety in static conditions
and from the point of view of seismic behaviour:

- How to categorize a huge amount of data collected during
systematic survey campaign and diagnostic investigation
tests, considering the time of performed analyses.

- Which kind of semantic structure system can be used for
managing digital objects and elements, especially for
interdisciplinary comparisons and exchanges

- How to develop the organisation and synergic management
of hybrid information coming from different knowledge
areas

The aims of the digitisation project must not lose the sight of the
overall framework in which this project is inserted (Section 2). In
fact, the particular interest is linked to the exploration and
evaluation of the role of geomatics techniques and enriched user-
oriented 3D models in the development of best practices and
virtuous paradigms of Conservation Plans related to 20th-century
buildings. In fact the preservation of the modern architecture, and
particularly the concrete spatial structures (ICOMOS, 2017).

2. TURIN EXHIBITION AND THE HALLS B AND C

The work focuses on an exceptional heritage site, located in
Torino, belonging to the 20™ century reinforced concrete legacy
on the city: the halls B and C, in the Turin exhibition complex.
(Figure 1a) Engineer Pier Luigi Nervi conceived these
outstanding structures in the years after the Il World War, to host
the annual Automobile Show, due to the intense and long-term
activities in Torino of the FIAT motor company. The multi-
disciplinary approach implemented in this impressive site is
related to the Keeping it Modern project — Planning Grant 2019
is promoted by the Getty Foundation, in which the research group
is involved. The aims of the grants awarded is to identify projects
that “have strong potential to serve as models for the
conservation of other 20th-century buildings”2. The aim of the
general research work is the development of a conservation plan
(CP), through the condition assessment and diagnosis of the
hall’s structures, finalized to preservation, retrofit and re-use
(Ceravolo et al., 2020). The colossal spatial structure made by
ferrocement technique required ah hoc approach for 3D

1 EU VIGIE project: https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/study-
quality-3d-digitisation-tangible-cultural-heritage

digitisation, especially for extreme accuracy in positioning 3D
data co-relating inside-outside spaces. The exhibition halls
digital twin is required not only to support conservation and
restoration activities, but also provide metric reliability for
structural and seismic assessments analyses and investigations.
Moreover, today we are aware that these constructions were
designed with criteria that did not consider seismic action due to
the fact that they have been testing sites for techniques that at the
time were still experimental. Therefore, it is a priority of the
Conservation Plan to carry out a careful evaluation of the
structural performances, especially for these kind of unique
modern structures, leading to a higher degree of complexity when
interpreting their structural behavior (Ceravolo et al., 2019;
ICOMOS CHARTER, 2003; Lenticchia et al., 2021)

Figure 1. The Pier Luigi Nervi Halls in the Turin Exposition
centre: (a) the two halls B and C from south-west UAV image;
the Hall C during its construction site in images of the time in
1950, the assembly of the diamond elements in ferrocement on

the vault centring. @Archivio MAXXI Roma, Fondo Nervi.

2.1 The reinforced concrete structures

For the construction of both the complex halls, built between
1947 and 1950, Nervi decided to employ a combination of new
construction techniques and structural solutions to overcome the
challenges of the client requests, the scarce amount of resources
and the space to cover with a single large span roofing system.
Given these premises, Nervi employed on-site precast elements
combined with in-situ concrete (Figure 1b).

In fact, the prefabricated elements on-site solution speeds up the
laying operations and saves the quantity of material used.

The designer decided to use for the first time in a large-scale
building his patent: the ferrocement, with a maximum thickness
of 4-5 centimetres, also allowing for greater ease of installation.
One of the main advantages of the use of the ferrocement, in
addition to its great malleability and flexibility, is its greater
lightness with respect to reinforced concrete.

2 Getty Foundation, Keeping It Modern projects:
https://www.getty.edu/foundation/initiatives/current/keeping_it_modern/
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Besides, the extensive presence of glass material surfaces
alongside ferrocement texture has contributed to adding variables
on the organization and adaptability of the sensors approach to
the building digitization.

3. RESEARCH FRAMEWORK AND OBJECTIVES

Recently, large and complex documentation contexts are
interdisciplinary challenges and they prove to be workout for
experimentation and testing of advanced methodology for data
recording, modeling and management. Interdisciplinarity
represent a huge added value in the framework of the
documentation of modern architecture buildings since a very high
number of researchers operating in different disciplines, such as
surveyors, structural engineers, restorers, historians, physicists.
(Bitelli et al., 2017; Tucci et al., 2017). For this reason, it is
crucial to synergistically manage all the contributions to the
knowledge with accuracy and awareness.
The presented research, as introduced, operates in the direction
of managing hybrid data and knowledge supporting the activities
of the Conservation Plan of the Nervi’s halls, with the aim of
creating a digital twin in the form of a 3D digital platform.
Therefore, the 3D model is called firstly to twin the geometric
and radiometric content, the structural elements and their
material characterisation, critically exploring the modeling
solution and the HBIM management paradigm. In these terms, it
is expected to host and to manage the collection, cataloguing and
categorisation of diagnosis and experimental tests on structural
assessment.

The main goal, in general terms, is the accurately spatial

correlation of the collected data, whose methods are presented in

Section 4, and declined specifically in 3 tasks:

1. The definition of the global configuration of the building
envelope of the spatial structure, focusing the thickness of
the ferrocement elements and studying the intrados-
extrados issue (Section 4.1);

2. The recognition, segmentation and modeling of the
elements involved in the structural analysis (Section 4.2);

3. The organisation and storage of the multi-disciplinary
diagnostic investigation tests datasets oriented to generate
their spatial relation in the 3D HBIM model (Section 4.3).

The huge remarkable structure required first of all a multi-sensor
and multi-scale approach of documentation of the ferrocement
elements structure, that was conducted by progressive survey
campaign concerning the accurate management of outdoor-
indoor spaces of the halls. The campaigns activity is still in
progress. The methodological research validating the generation
of the fusion-based enriched model is being conducted with the
aim of balancing the density of information along the scale and
specific structural element, and proper level of details as well.

4. METHODS AND STRATEGIES

The multi-sensor approach is organized according to the use of
different range- and image-based techniques in order to generate
a multi-scale 3D model. The use of UAV photogrammetric
approach was conceived for the documentation of the articulated
complex in the outdoor spaces and extrados surface of roofing
and vaults, and for the relation with the urban context. In indoor
environments, the hierarchy of documentation goals requires use
of different range-based techniques according to complexity
issues. Static LIDAR used for the main halls structural elements
was flanked by Mobile Mapping System by SLAM-based
portable technologies in case of non straightforward accessibility
of enclosed spaces, galleries and underground rooms. Indoor data
acquisition and modeling also requires the integration of high-
scale digitization with the use of a close-range photogrammetric

approach for both geometric and radiometric information. The
use of DSLR cameras and micro-drones for great heights are
conceived too.
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Figure 2. The topographic network and vertices distribution

The establishment of a common reference system by topographic
approach, characterized by a verifiable accuracy, represents in
many cases the crucial starting point for most of the procedures
that involve the co-registration and the integration of
heterogeneous data derived from different sensors and
techniques. Particularly for this site objects, the correlation of
indoor and outdoor data was crucial for the metric requirements
related to the ferrocement elements description.

All the measures acquired in the framework of the Torino
Esposizioni survey campaigns have been georeferenced starting
from the topographic network, and the WGS84/UTM 32N world
reference system was used in the measures settings.

The overall hierarchical organization of indoor-outdoor and
floors levels data and metric control for errors propagation in the
measures of the 3D documentation have been guarantee by the
measurement of a topographic control network.

The adjustment of the network delivered a millimetre-level
accuracy, and the final configuration distributed 11 outside
vertices (6 at the ground level and 5 on the rooftops) and 11
internal vertices (Figure 2). The external vertices of the
topographical network, as concerns the outdoor areas and the
roof, are measured using Global Navigation Satellite System
(GNSS) and establishing the absolute position.

This contribution has been peer-reviewed. The double-blind peer-review was conducted on the basis of the full paper.
https://doi.org/10.5194/isprs-annals-VII-M-1-2021-141-2021 | © Author(s) 2021. CC BY 4.0 License. 143



ISPRS Annals of the Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial Information Sciences, Volume VIII-M-1-2021
28th CIPA Symposium “Great Learning & Digital Emotion”, 28 August—1 September 2021, Beijing, China

In the hierarchical organisation of measures controlling the error
propagation, the topographic measures by Total Stating (TS)
were favoured over the use of RTK GNSS for the necessary
distribution of Ground Control Points (GCPs) and Check Points
(CPs) for the UAV photogrammetric processing.

The TS technique was used also for indoor network and for the
internal topographic survey of GCPs and CPs distribution, both
for scans co-registration and photogrammetric blocks orientation,
as well as the measurements and positioning of diagnostic tests.

4.1 The envelope documentation by UAV photogrammetry
for extrados-intrados modeling

Since one of the main aims of the 3D metric survey operations
carried out in the project framework is the achievement of a
correct morphological characterisation of the exceptional vaulted
system characterizing the building, the measurement and
definition of the envelope (extrados-intrados) of the spatial
structure is the first task to be achieved.

(©)
Figure 3. The photogrammetric project: (a) Example of nadir
acquisitions (b) 45° oblique images; (c) the 3D dense cloud.

For this goal, the UAV photogrammetric data for external spaces
and the static LIDAR (Section 4.2) in indoor vaulted spaces have
been accurately co-registered. The UAV photogrammetric
acquisition has been planned in order to properly document the
roofing systems of halls B and C and the external areas. During
the survey campaign, the aerial images have been collected using
a DJI Phantom 4 equipped with a high-resolution camera (1"’
CMOS sensor, 20 Megapixels; 24 mm-35 mm equivalent lens;
4864x3648px image resolution). A consolidated marker-based
approach has been followed for bundle block adjustment (BBA).
The points were homogeneously distributed on all the surveyed
surfaces to guarantee the possibility to perform the
georeferencing and the accuracy control on the data during the
photogrammetric processing. Due to the extremely large
dimensions of the building, a set of both markers and natural
points has been measured favouring the use of the total station
with the aim to enhance the accuracy of BBA (n° 30 GCPs and
n° 10 CPs). Different photogrammetric flights have been planned
to acquire the higher number of roofing surfaces of the Nervi
complex, and both nadir and oblique (45°) acquisitions have been
integrated to cover both horizontal (the rooftops) and vertical
surfaces (external facades) Figure 3.

The flights have been planned from an average shooting distance
of 60 meters height with an estimated mean GSD (Ground

Sample Distance) of 1.6 cm. During the different flights, almost
1900 images have been collected (850 nadir and 1072 oblique
images). The images block has been processed following a
Structure-from-Motion (SfM) based traditional pipeline to
achieve a dense point model.

4.2 Static LiDAR for structural elements numerical modeling

A second essential task is dedicated to the architectural elements
scale, focusing on the importance of identifying and modeling the
structural components, supporting the numerical FEM modeling
finalized to structural analysis Figure 4. The treatment of the
LiDAR data will have to meet these prerequisites in order to
support a numerical modeling based on the as-built state and not
only on a model based on the original documentation drawings.
It is now important a reflection on the modeling solution of these
elements, guiding them the geometric scan-to-BIM modeling of
NURBS components of hall C.

Figure 4. The structural elements indication in hall C.

The large vault of the Hall rests on four arches with a plane
inclined according to the resultant of the thrust of the vault and
the weight of the perimetral corrugated slab. The latter, built of
prefabricated elements in ferrocement, constitutes an important
load-bearing element of the vault itself. In fact, the horizontal
rigidity of the slab, was conceived to redistribute and balance the
thrust of the vault (Lenticchia et al., 2017). In order to bring
evidence of this redistribution effect, Nervi assumed for the
undulated slabs a rectangular frame model embracing the vault.
The hall is then completed by a series of slim pillars and infill
walls, which sustain the corrugated slabs.

@)

(b)

Figure 5. The static LiIDAR point cloud: (a) the complete point
cloud with indication of scan positions; (b) the optimized and
segmented point cloud referring to the structural elements.
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