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PART 1: CONTEXT







3

in developing countries.3 4Shanghai-based Dutch architect Roggeveen and other Dutch 

journalists have been researching the 21st century Chinese urbanism in Africa. Accord-

ingly, Roggeveen made the following critical statement:  

“ Many of the buildings that are being constructed by Chinese contrac-

tors are being designed in China, engineered in China and built with 

Chinese materials by Chinese construction workers. Also, the visual-

izations in the design process are being created by Chinese rendering 

companies. So that means that all the bigger and smaller design deci-

sions are made in China without taking into account the local context or 

local environment.

That not only results in buildings that seem out of place, but sometimes 

entire urban districts that feel as if they’ve been transplanted.” [...]  

When we do lectures about this topic in the West [...] people react very 

nervously, sometimes aggressively, talking about neo-colonialism and 

these kinds of things,5

It is worth noting that most of the architectural and urban projects presented by Rog-

geveen are prefabricated housing projects that were developed before the BRI. More-

over, until now, the BRI and its spatial implications have been based on mere specula-

3  Jamil Anderlini, ‘China Is at Risk of Becoming a Colonialist Power’, Financial Times, 19 September 
2018, https://www.ft.com/content/186743b8-bb25-11e8-94b2-17176fbf93f5.

4  Anthony Kleven, ‘Belt and Road: Colonialism with Chinese Characteristics’, Theinterpreter, 6 May 
2019, https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/belt-and-road-colonialism-chinese-characteristics.

5  Tim Schwarz et al., ‘These Chinese Buildings Are Coming to a City near You’, CNN Style, 1 June 
2018, https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/chinese-buildings-abroad/index.html; Daan Roggeveen and Mi-
chiel Hulshof, ‘Facing East : Chinese Urbanism in Africa | DAMN° Magazine’ (DAMNmagazine, 2015), 
https://www.damnmagazine.net/calendar/facing-east-chinese-urbanism-in-africa/.
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This particular methodology is designed to address the dissertation’s research questions 

and critically review the transcultural architecture processes. In a cross-cultural phe-

nomenon, a “contact zone”31 between two cultures. It facilitates encounters involving 

exogenous and endogenous factors, building codes, cultures, social spaces, climate, 

materials, bureaucratic levels, complex actors, and more. Similarly, the “third space”32 

concept can play a crucial role in case studies to understand complex information about 

cross-cultural negotiation in addressing architecture questions. Currently, the world is 

facing multi-dimensional  globalization with shifting dynamics of economy and power 

from the West to East. In BRI, new East–South relations are arising. Thus, the concept 

of architectural “othering” could be useful in our epistemological understanding of 

BRI’s case and the other points of multi-dimensional  globalization . This, as well as 

other issues related to cross-cultural architecture exchanges within the framework of de-

velopment aid cooperation, is explored with a healthy perspective on the recipients’ side 

compared to most previous scholarships, which have only propagated the donor side’s 

considerations and motivations due to most researchers belonging to the West or donor 

side and there being only a few from the receiving side. 

In the case study of Gwadar, the architecture projects such as Gwadar Business Center 

have been constructed, and some other projects are either in the designing phase or in 

the construction phase. I selected only the projects which are in the construction phase 

because their architecture drawings are complete and they have enough materials about 

the encounters between Chinese architects, companies, MOFCOM, Chinese ambassa-

31  Pratt, ‘Arts of the Contact Zone’.

32  Thirdspace concept by Homi Bhabha; Edward Soja; Henri Lefebvre see:Homi K Bhabha and Jona-
than Rutherford, ‘Third Space’, Multitudes, no. 3 (2006): 95–107; Edward W Soja and Vera Chouinard, 
‘Thirdspace: Journeys to Los Angeles & Other Real & Imagined Places’, Canadian Geographer 43, no. 2 
(1999): 209; Henri Lefebvre, ‘The Social Production of Space, Translated by Donald Nicholson-Smith’, 
Malden MA: Blackwell, 1991.
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Chapter 2. BRI, Architecture Cooperation and Develop-
ment

2.1 Overview of BRI

The contemporary world is experiencing a change in the global system, a shift of pow-

er from the West to the East, creating new dynamics of globalization.33 The unipolar 

model is no longer sustainable; the U.S. hegemony is getting weaker, and new emerging 

economies play their role in shaping the global order. The relations between the North 

and South have been dominant for 200 years (1800–2000), and the current trend sees 

the onset of relations between the East and the South. The BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 

China, and South Africa) members participate in the existing order as responsible stake-

holders by seeking reform of international institutions to ensure better representation 

of developing countries.34 This multipolar globalization calls the previous hegemonic 

unipolar globalization into question and looks for an alternative institution for global 

governance. 35 Since the economic crisis of 2008, China along with other countries criti-

cized the failure of neoliberalism.36 

After neoliberalism failed in 2008, many economists are looking for an improvement 

33  Mushtaq Ahmed Abbasi, Ghulam Qumber, and Ahmed Saeed Minhas, ‘Shift of Power from West to 
East and Rise of China’, Journal of Political Studies 24, no. 2 (2017).

34  Jan Nederveen Pieterse, Multipolar Globalization: Emerging Economies and Development (Routled-
ge, 2017).Chapter 1

35  Ibid. Chapter 1.

36  Victor Carneiro Corrêa Vieira, ‘From Third World Theory to Belt and Road Initiative: International 
Aid as a Chinese Foreign Policy Tool’, Contexto Internacional 41, no. 3 (2019): 529–51.
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PART 2. ISSUE
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from the postcolonial theories in architecture to see it in new relations that are not West-

East but East-South, or that which characterizes multi-dimensional globalization, where 

one country is a developed or powerful state and the other is not. Under such condi-

tions, how does the donor side perceive the culture, realities, conditions and contexts of 

cultural hegemony he describes can be achieved with a certain ideology without violence; Read more in 
his prison notes on cultural hegemony. The other is a psychological phenomenon; the psychological me-
aning, For example, imperialism is a civilizing mission to equate "the other" with the "self". This means 
that the culture of the metropole, or more precisely the architecture of the metropole, can be exported to 
the colony in order to modernize it. The cultural representation ‘self’ has the authority to construct new 
identity in different places and at different times; particularly, colonial regimes have used their own archi-
tectural identity to symbolize their authority or, based on the Foucauldian principle of power/knowledge, 
they have appropriated indigenous architectural knowledge and structural and semiotic forms to construct 
new, hybridized forms of design, hoping, in this way, to domesticate or naturalize power in the interests of 
their own regimes. This process has been well documented, whether in relation to the British in India; see 
in Thomas R Metcalf, An Imperial Vision: Indian Architecture and Britain’s Raj (University of California 
Press Berkeley, 1989).The French in north Africa; see in Wright, The politics of design in French colonial 
urbanism.The Dutch in Indonesia; see in Kusno, Behind the postcolonial: Architecture, urban space, and 
political cultures in Indonesia., or, in different, non-colonial circumstances, for instance Americans in 
China; see in Broudehoux, "Learning from Chinatown: The Search for a Modern Chinese Architectural 
Identity, 1911-1998." Similarly Said, Homi Bhabha and many others have contributed on postcolonial 
theories, especially ‘orientalism’ a cultural representation phenomenon. Zeynep Çelik Alexander is an 
architectural historian, she has well elaborated this binary philosophy in architecture discourses. 

Besides the transnational study models by Edward, "Orientalism." Nezar al sayyad compiled a book on 
form of dominance see: Nezar AlSayyad, Hybrid Urbanism: On the Identity Discourse and the Built En-
vironment (Greenwood Publishing Group, 2001) and the subaltern studies a few years later, scholars such 
as Swati Chattopadhyay and Mark Crinson, for example, have criticized architectural histories’ strong 
Euro-American bias by directing their focus toward architectures of the southern hemisphere. Chattopad-
hyay, Depicting Calcutta. Crinson, Modern architecture and the end of empire. See also special issue on 
“othering” in journal of architecture education: Southcott and Theodore, "Othering."Metcalf, An Imperial 
Vision: Indian Architecture and Britain’s Raj; Wright, The Politics of Design in French Colonial Urba-
nism; Kusno, Behind the Postcolonial: Architecture, Urban Space, and Political Cultures in Indonesia; 
Broudehoux, ‘Learning from Chinatown: The Search for a Modern Chinese Architectural Identity, 1911-
1998’; Edward, ‘Orientalism’; Chattopadhyay, Depicting Calcutta; Crinson, Modern Architecture and 
the End of Empire; AlSayyad and al-Sayyad, Hybrid Urbanism: On the Identity Discourse and the Built 
Environment; Southcott and Theodore, ‘Othering’.























59

a subcategory of transculturalism. This means that Critical Regionalism 

is a part of Transcultural Architecture but does not represent the latter 

in its whole breadth.” 

The term critical regionalism was introduced by Alexander Tzonis and Liane Lefaivre in 

1981 and in 1983 by Kenneth Frampton. According to these authors, critical regionalism 

emphasizes the placeness by considering contextual elements such as scenery, historical 

references, topography, climate, light and tectonic forms without falling into imitation 

and traditionalism or scenography. It does not aim to reinstall vernacular architecture 

but attempts to vernacularize modern architecture.127 Critical regionalism is a complex 

and broad concept that requires dozens of articles and books to explain it; however, 

generally it opposes regionalism and historicism. Critical regionalism is essential to 

mention here because, in contemporary globalization, it is a powerful reference mostly 

utilized in discussions on North–South architecture mobilities.

There is a constant tension between what is critical and what is not. Bornstein believed 

that some of the present day’s critical inputs are more important than ever in any archi-

tecture, because the multicultural world we live in continuously challenges our critical 

and self-critical analytical capacities. The Western understanding of the critical archi-

tectural approach requires a particular philosophical interpretation of the relationship 

between history and the present that has developed in Western intellectual history. The 

problem is that such historical understanding does not necessarily apply equally in all 

cultures. Although the aim of critical regionalism is to help establish a local identity 

that counters Westernized globalization, critical regionalism itself is a Western concept 

that  no Western culture will necessarily interpret in the same way.128 In the postcolo-

127 Ibid.

128  Ibid, 1-2.






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































