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What is “good” architecture? This seemingly
simple question is connected to a wide range
of criteria—just like the radical quest for
“good” food, which has produced a wealth
of insights over the past few decades. This
book showcases buildings based on simple
technology, good craftsmanship, and careful
choice of local and natural materials, as

well as local development initiatives which
demonstrate excellence in building quality,
landscape restoration, and community
revitalisation. The selection of case studies

is broad and definitely unconventional:

it encompasses Europe and Japan, and
privileges lesserrknown authors, unobtrusive
works, and marginal localities where radically
fresh attitudes have been able to develop.
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2. Wild vernacular: Cheia

1

2

20

21

22

Ramet, Alba county, Romania. Daniliuc Sorin,
2018.

Laura Praja house, Cheia, Ramet commune,
Alba county, Romania. ABG, 2018.

Plan of gospodaria llies loana, Valea Stejarului,
Vadu Izei, Maramures. Arhiva de relevee a
Departamentului de Istoria & Teoria Arhitecturii
si Conservarea Patrimoniului “Sanda
Voiculescu” Rv.235.03, 1968.

Suliman House, Cheia, Ramet commune, Alba
county, Romania. Satul Cheia, 2017.

Suliman House, Cheia. ABG, 2018.

Suliman House, Cheia. Daniliuc Sorin, 2018.
Suliman House, Cheia. ABG, 2018.

Casa Gavrilad (Suliman House), Cheia. Satul
Cheia, 2018.

Suliman House, Cheia. Satul Cheia, 2018.
Casa Gavrilad (Suliman House), Cheia. From
B277.

Casa Gavrilad (Suliman House), Cheia. ABG,
2018.

Casa Gavrild (Suliman House), Cheia. Satul
Cheia, 2016.

Casa Gavrilad (Suliman House), Cheia. ABG,
2018.

Casa Gavrilad (Suliman House), Cheia. Satul
Cheia, 2016.

Casa Gavrild (Suliman House), Cheia. Satul
Cheia, 2016.

Casa Paraschiva (Suliman House), Cheia. ABG,
2018.

Section and plan of Casa Paraschiva. Martina
Bocci, 2019.

Casa Paraschiva (Suliman House), Cheia. Satul
Cheia, 2016.

Construction sequence of Casa Paraschiva.
Martina Bocci, 2019.

Casa Paraschiva (Suliman House), Cheia. ABG,
2018.

Casa Paraschiva (Suliman House), Cheia. Satul
Cheia, 2016.

Casa Paraschiva (Suliman House), Cheia. ABG,
2018.

3. Straw-based retrofit:
Casa Steila Mar
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4. Earth-based retrofit: Sandberghof
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5. Radical vegetarianism:
Villa Strohbunt at Sieben Linden
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6. Massive structures:
Createrra and Gartist

1

2

10

12

Kindergarden in Sorsum, Hildesheim, Germany.
Martina Bocci, 2017.

Haus am Wasserturm 17, Kassel, Germany.
Martina Bocci, 2017.

Createrra office, Hruby Str, Bratislava,
Slovakia. Bjgrn Kierulf/Createrra, 2012.
Section and plan of Createrra office. Martina
Bocei, 2019. .

Createrra office, Hruby Sur. Bjarn Kierulf/
Createrra, 2012.

Createrra office, Hruby Str. Bjarn Kierulf/
Createrra, 2010.

Createrra office, Hruby Str. Bjgrn Kierulf/
Createrra, 2010. .

Createrra office, Hruby Sur. Bjarn Kierulf/
Createrra, 2010.

Createrra office, Hruby Str. Bjgrn Kierulf/
Createrra, 2010.

Createrra office, Hruby Str. ABG, 2011.
Createrra office, Hruby Str. ABG, 2011.
Createrra office, Hruby Str. ABG, 2011.

13 Createrra office, Hruby Sur. Bjorn Kierulf/
Createrra, 2010.

14 Section of Gartist office. Werner Schmidt,
2016.

15 Bubikon/ZH, Switzerland. Atelier Werner
Schmidt, 2017.

16 Plan of Gartist office. Werner Schmidt, 2016.

17 Gartist office, Bubikon/ZH, Switzerland.
Atelier Werner Schmidt, 2017.

18  Plans of Gartist office. Martina Bocci, 2019.

19  Gartist office, Bubikon. Joel Kunz, 2018.

20  Gartist office, Bubikon. Joel Kunz, 2018.

21 Gartist office, Bubikon. Joel Kunz, 2018.

22 Gartist office, Bubikon. Atelier Werner Schmidt,
2017.

23 Gartist office, Bubikon. Atelier Werner Schmidt,
2016.

24 Gartist office, Bubikon. Atelier Werner Schmidt,
2017.

25  Section of Gartist office. Martina Bocci, 2019.

26  Gartist office, Bubikon. Atelier Werner Schmidt,
2017.

27  Gartist office, Bubikon. Atelier Werner Schmidt,
2017.

28  Gartist office, Bubikon. Atelier Werner Schmidt,
2017.

29  Gartist office, Bubikon. Gartist GmbH, 2018.

30 Gartist office, Bubikon. Gartist GmbH, 2016.

7. Framed structure: Bamboo Ark
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8. Passive performance: Biestoa
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9. Food economy system:
Kamiyama Food Hub
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10. Soil and earth: Wangeliner Garten
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10 Garden café, Wangeliner garten. ABG, 2018.

11 Lehmhaus, Wangeliner garten. ABG, 2018.

12 Garden café, Wangeliner garten. ABG, 2018.

13 Garden café, Wangeliner garten. ABG, 2018.

14 Géastehaus, Wangelinger garten, ABG, 2018.

15 Lodgings, Tamera, Monte do Cerro, Odemira,
Portugal. ABG, 2018.

16 Plan and sections of the Gastehaus. Martina
Bocci and Federica Rossetto, 2019.

17 Géastehaus, Wangeliner garten. ABG, 2018.

18  Gastehaus, Wangeliner garten. ABG, 2018.

19  Géastehaus, Wangeliner garten. Ajeschka/
Marcin Kolakowski, 2011.

20  Gastehaus, Wangeliner garten. Ajeschka/
Marcin Kolakowski, 2011.

21 Gastehaus, Wangeliner garten. Sabine/
Stephanus/Hiroshi, 2011.

22  Gastehaus, Wangeliner garten. Hiroshi, 2011.

23 Working drawing of Géstehaus vault. Hiroshi,
2011.

24 Wangelin, Buchberg, Germany. ABG, 2018.

11. Education and inspiration:

WISE at CAT

1 General plan of CAT premises. CAT modified by
Redina Mazelli, 2019.

2 Segal-method house, CAT, Machynlleth, Powys,
Wales. ABG, 2010.

3 EcoCabins, CAT, Machynlleth, Powys, Wales.
ABG, 2010.

4 Straw-bale theatre, CAT, Machynlleth, Powys,
Wales. ABG, 2010.

5 AtEIC building, CAT, Machynlleth, Powys,
Wales. Martina Bocci, 2017.

6 The Whole Home garden, CAT, Machynlleth,
Powys, Wales. Centre for Alternative
Technology, 2018.

7 David Lea and Pat Borer at WISE opening
ceremony, CAT, Machynlleth, Powys, Wales.
ABG, 2010.

8 Early scheme for bedrooms on separate site,
WISE, CAT. David Lea, from B323.

9 Plans of WISE. Pat Borer, 2010.

10 Section of WISE. Pat Borer, 2007.

11 WISE, CAT. ABG, 2010.

12 WISE, CAT. ABG, 2010.

13 Dining space/lobby, WISE, CAT. Martina Bocci,
2017.

14 Entrance porch, WISE, CAT. ABG, 2010.

15 Morgan-Grenville courtyard, WISE, CAT.
Martina Bocci, 2017.

16 Sheppard lecture theatre, WISE, CAT. ABG,
2010.

17 East wing staircase, WISE, CAT. ABG, 2010.

18 Open gallery on the north side of north wing,
WISE, CAT. ABG, 2010.

19 Upper courtyard, WISE, CAT. ABG, 2010.

20  Building sequence of WISE. Pat Borer, 2007.
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Foundations of east wing, WISE, CAT. ABG,
2010.

Sheppard lecture theatre, WISE, CAT. Martina
Bocci, 2017.

Lecture theatre ambulatory, WISE, CAT. ABG,
2010.

Section of rammed earth wall and ambulatory,
WISE. Pat Borer modified by Martina Bocci,
2019.

Hemp-crete wall, WISE, CAT. Pat Borer, 2007.
Section of south fagade of north wing, WISE.
Pat Borer modified by Martina Bocci, 2019.
Rammed earth wall, WISE, CAT. Martina Bocci,
2017.

Rammed earth wall, WISE, CAT. Pat Borer,
2007.

. Reconciliation: Maruyama-gumi

Ichinosaka, Wajima city, Ishikawa prefecture.
Hagino Kiichirg, 2008.

Map of the township of Mii-machi, Wajima city,
Ishikawa prefecture. Adapted from Geospatial
Information Authority of Japan, 2019.
Ichinosaka, Wajima city, Ishikawa prefecture.
Hagino Yuki, 2013.

Maruyama, Mii-machi, Wajima city, Ishikawa
prefecture. Hagino Kiichiro, 2013—-2014-2011.
Maruyama-gumi. Hagino Kiichiro, 2011.
Maruyama-gumi at Hagino house. Hagino
Kiichirg, 2012.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. Hagino Kiichirg, 2011.
Maruyama-gumi. Hagino Kiichiro, 2012.

Tochi ni nezashita kurashi no kayomi Maruyama
honzo [ H-HUCIRE LTz B LOJE £250%
/K] Hagino Yuki, 2014,

Maruyama. Hagino Kiichira, 2010.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. ABG, 2019.

Wajima city, Ishikawa prefecture. Hagino
Kiichira, 2009.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. Hagino Kiichirg, 2010.
Axanometric projection of Hagino house.
Martina Bocci, 2019.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. ABG, 2019.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. Hagino Kiichird,
2008.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. Hagino Kiichirg,
2008.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. ABG, 2019.

Plans of Hagino house. Hagino Kiichird, 2006.
Hagino house, Mii-machi. Hagino Kiichiro, 2010.
Hagino house, Mii-machi. Hagino Kiichiro,
2008.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. Hagino Kiichiro,
2009.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. Hagino Kiichirg,
2009.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. Hagino Kiichiro,
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Hagino house, Mii-machi. ABG, 2019.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. Hagino Kiichiro,
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Section of Hagino house. Hagino Kiichird, 2006.
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Mii, Wajima city, Ishikawa prefecture. ABG,
2019.

Hagino house, Mii-machi. ABG, 2019.
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