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QUANTITATIVE INDEX BOUNDS FOR TRANSLATORS VIA TOPOLOGY

DEBORA IMPERA AND MICHELE RIMOLDI

ABSTRACT. We obtain a quantitative estimate on the generalised index of translators for
the mean curvature flow with bounded norm of the second fundamental form. The estimate
involves the dimension of the space of weighted square integrable f-harmonic 1-forms. By
the adaptation to the weighted setting of Li-Tam theory developed in previous works, this
yields estimates in terms of the number of ends of the hypersurface when this is contained in a
upper halfspace with respect to the translating direction. When there exists a point where all
principal curvatures are distinct we estimate the nullity of the stability operator. This permits
to obtain quantitative estimates on the stability index via the topology of translators with
bounded norm of the second fundamental form which are either two-dimensional or (in higher
dimension) have finite topological type and are contained in a upper halfspace.
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1. INTRODUCTION AND MAIN RESULTS

An isometrically immersed complete (orientable) hypersurface of the Euclidean space x :
¥ — (R™ () is said to be a translator of the mean curvature flow if its mean curvature
vector field satisfies the equation

(1) H=Vt

for some parallel unit length vector field V in R™*!, where (-)* denotes the projection on the
normal bundle of ¥. The importance of translators comes from the fact that they generate
translating solutions of the mean curvature flow and these, in turn, model the formation of
Type II singularities when starting from an initial mean convex closed hypersurface. It is by
now well-known that equation turns out to be the Euler-Lagrange equation for the weighted
volume functional

vol; (%) = / e dvoly,
%

when choosing f = — <:1:, ‘7>.
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2 DEBORA IMPERA AND MICHELE RIMOLDI

Given a translator and a compactly supported normal variation ur, the second variation
formula for the weighted volume functional yields the quadratic form

Qf(u,u) = / (\Vu|2 - |A|2u2) e~ dvoly.

b
The associated stability operator of X is then given by

Ly=Ap—|AP,
where Ay = A+ (Vf, V), and A = —div(V). The f-index of ¥ is defined in terms of the
generalized Morse index of Ly on Y. Namely, given a relatively compact domain {2 € X we
define

Ind™/ (Q) = t {negative eigenvalues of L on C5°(Q)} .
The f-index of ¥ is then defined as
Ind; (%) = Ind"/(2) = sup Ind™ (Q).
Qccy
We denote by H}(E) the space of f-harmonic one-forms which are square integrable with

respect to the weighted measure:

’H}(E) = {w € AN'T*S : dw = 6w =0, / |w|?e~f dvoly < —f—oo} ,
2

where §y = 6 + ivy and J is the usual codifferential. If Inds(X) < oo we note that it is a
consequence of [I1, Theorem 3] (see also the considerations before Corollary 1 in [I1]) that
dim (HH(®)) < oo.

In the previous work [12] (see also Appendix [A| for some corrections and comments about
[12]) we highlighted how the realm of weighted manifolds and f-minimal hypersurfaces can
naturally give strong enough results about the topology at infinity (namely about the number
of ends) for translators which are f-stable or have finite f-index. In particular one can prove
that, if m > 3, f-stable translators have at most one end, and translators with finite f-index
have finitely many ends, provided that they are contained in a upper halfspace with respect to
the translating direction. However this latter result, which was proved through the adaptation
to the weighted setting of Li-Tam theory, has only a qualitative nature.

Inspired by the recent work by C. Li in the setting of minimal hypersurfaces in the Euclidean
space, [14], in this paper we will combine the weighted Li-Tam theory discussed above and a
technique pioneered by A. Savo and A. Ros ([19], [18]) to prove the following quantitative
result.

Theorem A. Let z : ¥™ — R™" be a translator with |A| € L®(X) and Inds(¥) < +oc.
Then

(2) Ind (%) + Nullf(%) > dim(H}(%)),

2
m(m + 1)

where Nullg(X) is the dimension of the space of Jacobi functions which are square integrable
with respect to the weighted measure. In particular, if m > 3 and x(X) is contained in a upper
halfspace with respect to the translating direction, namely

r(¥) Clly, = {pe R™HL (V p) > a}
for some a € R, then

2

(3) Ind;(3) 4 Null (%) > o

(#{ends} —1)



QUANTITATIVE INDEX BOUNDS FOR TRANSLATORS VIA TOPOLOGY 3

Remark 1.1. In we are using the fact that, since in our assumptions every end of a
translator is non f-parabolic,

dim(H}c(Z)) > #{ends} — 1;
see [12] and Appendix [A] for more details.

Remark 1.2. Note that, up to our knowledge, all known examples of translators which can be
found in literature satisfy the condition |A| € L*°(X); besides classical examples see e.g. [15],
[16], and [6].

When there exists a point where all principal curvatures are distinct it is actually possible to
estimate the nullity of the stability operator. This permits to get the following index estimate.

Theorem B. Let z : ™ — R™"! be a translator with |A| € L>(X) and Indf(X) < +oo. If
there exists a point p on X where all the principal curvatures are distinct, then

2

Inds(X) > oy p

(dim(H}F(2)) —2m +1) .
In particular, if m > 3 and x(X) is contained in a upper halfspace then

Ind; (%) > (t{ends} — 2m).

m(m + 1)

Note that, in dimension 2, either ¥ is totally umbilical or it admits a point where all the
principal curvatures are distinct. Since the only totally umbilical translators are the planes con-
taining the translating direction E3 (which are f-stable), in the two-dimensional case Theorem
[B] gives the following

Corollary C. Let z : 2 — R3 be a translator with |A] € L®(X) and 0 # Inds(X) < +oc.
Then

Indf(¥) > - (dim(H}(%)) - 3).

W=

Adapting a construction by H. M. Farkas and I. Kra, [7], in [I3l Theorem D] it is proved
that for any 2-dimensional orientable connected complete surface ¥, and any f € C*(X),

dim?—[}(E) > 2g,

where g is the genus of ¥. Using Corollary [C] this in particular yields the following effective
estimate in the two-dimensional case.

Theorem D. Let z: X% — R3 be a translator with |A| € L®(X) and Ind;(X) < co. Then
2
Inds(X) > 39 1.

Remark 1.3. As a consequence of Theorem [D] we can conclude that any f-stable translator
with |A| € L* has at most genus 1. We remark that this last fact was indeed independently
improved in the very recent preprint [10] (which appeared on the Arxiv preprint server while
we were reviewing a final version of this work). In that paper it is actually obtained that every
f-stable translator has genus 0. The proof in [I0] relies on a general proposition due to M.
Gaffney, [8], as well as on an adaptation of a computation in [I7]. Note however that the result
in [I0] only concerns f-stable translators, while the main focus in our Theorem @ is to relate
quantitatively the f-index and the genus.
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As we shall see in Section in presence of a weighted L2-Sobolev inequality, one can estimate
the dimension of ’H} by means of the dimension of the first cohomology group with compact
support on ¥. By Lemma in Appendix [A] and Theorem [A] this result permits to obtain
the following estimate when the translator has finite topological type.

Theorem E. Let z : ¥™23 — R™! be a translator with finite topological type and |A| €
L>°(X). Assume that x(X) is contained in a upper halfspace. Then X is diffeomomorphic to a

compact hypersurface ¥ — R with a finite number of points removed {p1, ..., pr}, and
2 _
Indf(X) + Nullf(X) > —— (b1(2 -1
ndg(X) + Uf()_m(m+1)(1( )+ ),

where by (X) is the first Betti number of the compactification ¥ of ¥.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section [2] we collect some basic equations that we shall
use in the proofs of our results. Section [3|is devoted to the proof of the index plus nullity
estimate, i.e. Theorem [A] Section [4 concerns with the case in which the hypersurface admits
a point where all principal curvature are distinct, and hence take care of the estimate of the
nullity of the stability operator which yields Theorem [B]and Corollary [C| We end up the paper
with Section [5| where we discuss the relation between f-harmonic 1- forms and topology on a
weighted manifold admitting a weighted L?-Sobolev inequality and we eventually deduce the
validity of Theorem [El In Appendix |A| we provide a correct proof of Lemma 4.2 in [I2] and
make some comments about [12].

2. BASIC EQUATIONS

Let z : ¥™ — R™*! be a translator of the mean curvature flow. Letting {El, cen Em+1} be
the standard orthonormal basis of R™t1, we assume from now on, without loss of generality,
that V = Ep41 in . Furthermore we will set n; = Ef, E; being the projections of E; on X.

Lemma 2.1. Set f = — <x,Em+1> and denote by v the unit normal vector to ¥ and by A
the second fundamental form of the immersion. Let w € A'T*Y, € = w' and set Xij =
(E;,v)Ej — (Ej,v) E;. Then

(4) Vel = (Ei,v) AG;

(5) V(E;,v) = — AE;

(6) Ap(E;,v) =(E;,v)|Al%

(7) Ap (@, EBi) = = (Ei, Enpa);

(8) As(E; &) =2(AE;, A8) + (Ao, n)

—2(E;,v) Z (Aex, VE(er)) ;
() Ay ((E;,v) <Ei,§)_yA\ (Ei,v)( Ez,g +2(V (E;,§) , AE))
2 (AE;, Ag) (By,v) + (Al mi) (Ej,v)
— 2(E;,v)(Ej,v) > (Aex, V&(er));
k
(10) Ap (X5, €) =IAP (X5, €) + 20055 + (A, X))

where {ey};", is a local orthonormal frame of ¥ and v, ;5 = (E;,V ag,§) — <E¢, VAE].§>.
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Proof. In order to prove , we compute
VgEZ‘ :?fEi - <v§EZ‘, V> 14
= — <EZ, I/> ?51/ = <EZ, I/> Af
Letting {e; };”:1 be a local orthonormal frame on ¥, we have that
AV <EZ, l/> == Z 6]‘ (<El, l/>) ej == Z <El, ?ej V> €j
] J

J
= — Z (AEZ, €j> ej = —AEZ',
J

i.e., equation .
As for @, letting Y € T3, we have by Codazzi’s equation that

(VyV{(E;,v),Y)=—(VyAE,;Y)
=—((VyA)E;,Y) — (AY,Vy E))
=—((VgAY,Y) — (AY, AY) (E;,v)
=—((VgA)Y,Y) — (A*Y,Y) (E;,v).
Taking minus the trace of the previous equation we get
A(E;,v)y =(VH, E;) + (E;,v) |A]?
=— (AEmp41, E;) + (E;,v) |AP?
=— (Epmi1, AE;) + (E;,v) |AP?
=— <Vf, v <Ei, 1/>> + <Ei, l/> |AJ%,
that is @ To prove , letting Y € T, we have that
Y,V (2, E:)) = (Vya, B) = (V. E.),
ie. V <a:, E’Z> = FE;. Thus we obtain that for Y € T'Y,
(VyV{(z,E;),Y)=(VyE,Y) =(Vy (E; — (Ey,v)v),Y)
=— <Ei, 1/> <?y1/, Y> = <Ei, 1/> (AY)Y) .
Taking minus the trace of this latter and using , we obtain that
A, B) = —(Ev) H = —(Ei,v) (Epa, v).
Moreover
(V{(2,Bi), V) = —(Ei, Eni),
hence
A¢{x,E;) = — (B, v) (Emy1,v) — (Ei, Emy1) = — (Ei, ) -
Let now w € A'T*Y and € = wf. We recall that the following Weitzenbock formula holds in
the weighted setting:

(11) AlMw = ViYW + Rics (),
where V7 = V* + iy and Ricy = Ric + Hess(f); see e.g. [I3]. Using we get that

- <A£}]m,w> — 2Rics (B, €) + <A£c”w,m> —2(Vm;, Vw) .
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Noting that

AVE; =AY (0, By = VA (. B)) =0,

Rin = — <A, A) N
we have that
(12) Af (&) = 2(AE;, A8) + (A, ) — 2(Tni, Vo)
Finally, using , we get
(Vni, Vw) = (VE;,VE) = > (Ve,E;,Ve,) = (Ei,v) Y (Aej, Ve,€) .
J J

Substituting in we get (3).
As for @ we can now compute, using , , , that

=+ AP (Ei,v) (Ei, &) + 2(V (E;,£) , AE}) + 2 <AEZ,A§ <E >
+ <A5}]w777i> (Ej,v) —2(Ej,v) Z (Ej,v) (Aeg, VE(er)) .
k

Using @, we obtain that
Ap(Xij, &) = |AP (Xij,€) +2((V (B}, €) , AE;) — (V(E;,€) , AE)))
+ 2By, v) (AE;, AE) — 2(Bj,v) (A, A + (A, X2 )
Since, by ,
(V(E},§), AE;) =(Vag,Ej,§) + (E;, Vag§)
=— <Ej, V> (AE;, AS) + (E;,V aE£) ,

we hence get
Af (X5, €) = |AP (Xi5,€) + 2 ((Bj, Vag€) — (Ei, Vag€)) + <A501]w ng>
i.e., (10). O

3. PROOF OF THE INDEX PLUS NULLITY ESTIMATE

In this section, square brackets [-] denote the weighted integrals [h] = [ he~/dvols. More-
over, we will denote by L?(X;) and W12(2Z¢) the Hilbert spaces corresponding to the weighted
measure e/ dvoly;, on X.

We start by proving the following

Lemma 3.1. Let z : ™ — R™"! be a translator with |A| € L>() and Ind¢(X) = I < +oc.
Let ¢1,...,¢1 be orthogonal eigenfunctions of Ly in LQ(Ef) with negative eigenvalue. Then
p; € Wl’Q(Ef).

Proof. Since Ind¢(X) = I we may find ¢, ..., orthogonal eigenfunctions of Ly in L*(y)
with negative eigenvalue. Hence, in particular, we have

Agpj = APp; + Ajgj,
for j =1,...,1. Fix an origin o € ¥ and denote by B, the geodesic ball in ¥ of radius ¢ centered
at o. Let n be the cut off-function holding 1 on Bp, vanishing on 3\ Bor and decaying linearly
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in between, and denote by divy- = efdiv(e=f.) the f-divergence operator, acting on vector
fields on ¥. Then we have that

divy (e;Ve;) = =2 (JAP + A) @2 + (V(11P0;), Vo)
= =" (AP + X)) @5 + n°|V,|* + 2005 (Vn, Vi;)
1
> —n” (JAP + X)) @5 + 0° |V, — en®| V| — g@?IWIQ,

for every € > 0, where in the last inequality we are using Young’s inequality. Hence, choosing
€= %, by the f-divergence theorem we get

[1Ve;P] <2 [0 (JAP + X)) 03] + 4 [|Vne3] .
By the definition of n and the fact that |A] € L>®(X), we get
/ |V<pj]26_fdvolg < / nQ\thjlze_fdvolg <D [(pg] < +o0.
BR BR+1
Thus, letting R — 0o, we obtain the desired conclusion. O
Lemma 3.2. If |A| € L*(X) and w € ’H}(E) then gu,,ij = (W, Xi5) € WH2(Zy).
Proof. By Lemma [2.1] we have that
A1 uw,is = |AIP Guoij + 200,45

Hence we have that
(AP 92 15 — 200,507 9w,is] = [=17 02,450 £ 9]

= [divy (10,1 V9uij) | = [PV 9uii*] = 2 090,55 (V11 Vguij)]

Let n be the cut-off function holding 1 on Bp, vanishing on ¥\ Bsg and decaying linearly in
between. By means of Young’s inequality we get that

(1P1V 9w.451%] = [1AP7° 92 i5] + 2 [Veiin i) — 2 M9w.ij (V1 VGuij)]

1
< [P1APG2 3] + 2 [V, Gwis) + € 171V guis*] + - (V02931

for any € > 0. Choose € = 3, letting |A| < C for some constant C' > 0, we hence obtain
[V 9w,is°] < 20 [0P92 53] + 4 [Vwign* guoii] + 4 [IVnI*02 53] -
Note now that one can readily compute that
m—+1
Z 77293;,13' =2n*|w?,
ij=1
m—+1
> IVnlgl; =21Vl lwl?,
ij=1
m+1
Z Ge,ijV,ij =0.
ij=1
We thus deduce that
m—+1
= Y 1V ] <40 [iPwl] + 8[|V lel?]
ij=1

[0V g,
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Hence
/ |V gw.ij)?e dvoly < [772|ng,ij’2} <D [|w\2] < 400,
Br

with D > 0 constant. By the dominated convergence Theorem we conclude that g, ;; €
WL2(3y). O

Reasoning as in Proposition 2.4 of [14] one can prove the following

Proposition 3.3. Let z : ¥™ — R™! be a translator with |A| € L>®(X) and Ind(¥) =
I < +oo, and let p1,...,¢01 be I eigenfunctions of Ly corresponding to negative eigenvalues
given in Lemma . Then for any function h € C*°(X) N Wh2(S) which is LI orthogonal
to ¢1,...,1, we have that Qs(h,h) > 0. Moreover if Qs(h,h) = 0 then h is a solution of
L¢h = 0.

We can now provide the proof of our index plus nullity estimate.

Proof of Theorem[A] Since we are assuming that Indy(X) = I < +oo, by [11], Section 4], we
know that V = H;(Z) is finite dimensional. By Lemma there exist 1,...,@; smooth
Wh2(x ) eigenfunctions of L corresponding to negative eigenvalues. Consider the linear map
F:V— r(") given by

F(w) = ([9w,i521])
with 1 <4,7 <m+1and1<1[<I. Assume that ¥k = dimV > (m;l)l (if this is not the case

we would get a better estimate than our claim). Then there exist at least k — (m; 1)[ linearly

independent f-harmonic 1-forms w € Ker F'. Thus, by Proposition 2 in [5] and Lemma we
get
0 < [9uis L g Guis] = Qf (Gusijs Gwis) = 2 [Gw,ijVwsi] -
We note now that one can prove directly, using the definitions, that
m—+1
Z [9w,ijVw,ij] = 0.
ij=1

Hence
m+1

> Q9w Guis) = 0,

ij=1
and, since each of these terms is nonnegative, we get that g, ;; € Ker Q¢ for every 1 <i,j <
m + 1. Since by Lemma we have that g, ;; € Wl’z(Ef), by Proposition we obtain that

9w,ij € Ker Ly. To conclude the proof we have to show that the k— (m; 1)[ linearly independent

f-harmonic forms w generate at least mk — I linearly independent functions g, ;;. This
is the content of the next lemma. Thus
2
Nully(¥) > ———=Fk — 1,
m(m + 1)
and follows. Remark yields the second part of the theorem. U

By minor modifications to the proof of Proposition 4.3 in [14] one can prove the following
Lemma 3.4. Let ‘H be an h-dimensional subspace of H}(E). Then the set
{ngj:wE”H, 1§Z,]§m+1}

has at least h linearly independent L*(y) smooth functions on X.

2
m(m+1)
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4. ESTIMATING THE NULLITY TERM IN SOME SPECIAL SITUATIONS

When there exists a point where all principal curvatures are distinct we can estimate the
nullity of the stability operator. Theorem |B| easily follows from Equation , the proof of
Theorem [A] and the following

Proposition 4.1. Let z : ¥™ — R™! be a translator. Suppose that at one point p on X all
principal curvatures of X are different. Then the dimension of the function space
W= {weH}(Z) : Vw(AX,Y)=Vw(AY,X), VXY € TS}

1s at most 2m — 1.

Proof. Let z : ¥™ — R™*! be a translator and let f(p) = — <p, Em+1>, p € R™L. We choose
an orthonormal frame {e;} on ¥ so that in a small neighbourhood U, of the point p the e;’s are
principal directions with corresponding (all distinct) principal curvatures \;, 1 < i < m. Then,
for any w € W, we get Vw(e;,ej) =0 for i # j, 4,5 = 1,...,m. Moreover, since dyw = 0, we
have that

m—1 m

m—1
(13) Vw(em, em) = = > Vwl(ene) +w(VF) ==Y Vw(ese) + > (V] e)wle).
i=1 i=1 i=1
Hence w(ey),...,w(em), Vw(er,e1),...,Vw(em—_1,em—1) completely determine the tensor Vw
on Up,.
Let us now consider the functions defined on U, by

di(q) = w(e;)(q), for1<i<m
e Vw(eim,ei-m)(q), form+1<1i<2m,

Keeping in mind Equation , we can reason, with minor modifications, as in [Il, Proposition
5] and prove that if w € W then, for every ¢ € Up, the values of (¢1,..., ¢2,)(q) are uniquely
determined by (¢1,...,¢2m-1)(p). Hence the space W|y, has dimension at most 2m — 1 and
the general statement over 3 follows by unique continuation. O

5. RELATING f-HARMONIC 1-FORMS AND TOPOLOGY

Recall that, given a Riemannian manifold ¥, we can define the cohomology with compact
support H¥(X) as follows. Consider the exact sequence:

s O(AFITY) — CX(APT*Y) — CR(AFFIT*Y) — -
Then we can define
HF () = ker{dC(AFT*Y) — C(APTIT*R) /dOS (AF1T*%)}.
In presence of a weighted L?-Sobolev inequality, one can relate the space 7-[}(2) to the space

H!(%). Indeed we have the validity of the following proposition inspired by [3]; compare with
[10, Proposition 3.2].

Proposition 5.1. Let E}” be a complete weighted manifold satisfying, for some 0 < a < 1, the
weighted L?-Sobolev inequality

-«
(14) (/Eulae_fdvom) < S(a)2/2|Vu26_fdvolg,

for some positive constant S(a) and for every uw € C°(X). Then

dim(#}; (%)) > dim(H}(%)).
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Proof. By [2], we have the following decomposition of the space L?f(A!T*X) of square inte-
grable one forms on ¥ with respect to the weighted measure:
LY (A'T*Y) = A® By @ Hj(S),

where

A={dg:g€CrX)}
By = {5f77 ine CSO(AQT*E)},
the closure been taken with respect to the weighted L? norm. Denote by Z}(E) the space of
closed L%/ 1-forms, that is
ZH(%) = {w € L2 (A'T*S) : dw = 0}.
It is understood that the equation dw = 0 holds weakly on Xy, i.e.
(w,8;B8) =0 VB € CX(A*T*Y).
In particular,
Z}(%) = Aa H}(D),
and hence the first space of reduced L*f cohomology satisfies
. Zj(%)
H}Z) = fT ~ H}(D).
Now observe that there is a natural map
i HY(Z) — H}(D).
We claim that this map is injective. This is equivalent to prove that if « is a closed 1-form
which is zero with respect to the L?f cohomology, then there exists u € C°(¥) such that
a = du. First note that if o is zero with respect to the L?f cohomology then there exists a

sequence u; € C°(X) such that

lim  |la — du,|| = 0.
J—+o00

The validity of the weighted L2-Sobolev inequality implies that {u;} is a Cauchy sequence in
2
Li-=(¥s) and hence it will converge to a function w in this space. Moreover an adaptation
to the weighted setting of [4, Lemma 1.11] yields that w must satisfy du = «. Since « has
2
compact support, v must be locally constant at infinity. Since u € L7-a(X;) and each end of

Y has infinite f-volume, this implies that u must have compact support, proving the claim.
To conclude note that the injectivity of the map ¢ implies that

dim(H_ (X)) = rank(i) < dim(H}(%)),
proving the proposition. O
Some remarks are in order

Remark 5.2. If 3 is topologically tamed, i.e. it is diffeomorphic to the interior of a compact
manifold ¥ with compact boundary 9%, then H}(X) is isomorphic to the relative cohomology
group of X:
H(S,08) — {a e COO(AIT*E),Eia =0,/"a = O}’
{dB, B € C*(X),*8 =0}
where ¢ : 0¥ — ¥ is the inclusion map. Moreover, setting K = 0, as a consequence of the
exactness of the sequence:

0— H(Z) — HYK) — H' (X, K) — H'(Y) — HY(K) — -
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we also deduce that
dim(H}(%)) > by () + #{connected components of K} — 1 — by (K).

Finally, we also note that if ¥ is of finite topological type, i.e it is diffeomorphic to X\ K with
K ={pi1,...,pr}, then
dim(H}(Z)) = by (2) +r — 1.

Since, as a consequence of Appendix [A| and arguments in [I12], on every translator with
m > 3 and which is contained in a upper halfspace we have the validity of with the choice
a = 2/m, it is straightforward, keeping in mind the previous remarks, to obtain the following

Lemma 5.3. Let x : ¥"23 — R™*! be a translator such that x(X) is contained in a upper
halfspace. Then
dim(H (%)) > dim(H}(%)).
In particular, if 3 has finite topological type then
dim(H (%)) > b1 (E) + 7 — 1.
From Lemma [5.3] and Theorem [A] we obtain the validity of Theorem [E] in the Introduction.

Remark 5.4. We end up this section noting that if z : ¥™ — R™T! is a f-stable translator
with |A| € L>(X) then Null¢(¥) = 1. Indeed, letting h € C?(X) be a positive solution of the
stability equation

Arh —|APh =0,
and letting u € L?(Xy) be a solution of

Afu - ’A’QU = 0,

then u = Cw for some non-zero constant C. Once noted that, since |A| € L®(X), u € WH2(Zy)
the claim can be obtained proceeding exactly as in [I2, Lemma 3.2] replacing H by w. In
particular, by Theorem [A] this yields (yet another) alternative proof of the fact that f-stable
2-dimensional translators with |A| € L>(3) have at most genus one.

APPENDIX A. ABOUT THE VALIDITY OF A WEIGHTED SOBOLEV INEQUALITY ON
TRANSLATORS

There is a gap in the proof of Lemma 4.1 and Lemma 4.2 in [I2]. Here we provide a correct
complete proof of Lemma 4.2 in [12].

Lemma A.1 (Lemma 4.2 in [12]). Let x : 5™ — R™*! be a translator contained in the upper
halfspace Il , = {p e Rt <p, V> > a}, for some a € R. Let h be a non-negative compactly
supported C' function on X. Then

m—1

[/ h'mjﬂ—LledeOIE:| " SD/ |Vh’effdvolz,
by b

for some constant D depending on a and m.

Proof. Assume that z : ¥™ — R™*! is a translator for the mean curvature flow contained in
the upper halfspace II;; , and let f(p) = — <p, V>. Consider on R™*! the conformal metric

L —

(,y=e m (,). Then (3,2*(,)) is a translator in (I, 4, {, )) if and only if £ = (X, = 2*(, ))

is minimal in (I1y 4, (, }). Without loss of generality we can assume that x(¥) does not intersect
the boundary of Il ,.
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Using the expression for the curvature tensor of a Riemannian manifold under a conformal
change one proves that the curvature tensor R of (Ily 4, (, )) satisfies

_2f
~ e m _ 2 _ 9 _
Rigiy = — ((Vh.e)" + (Vi e))" = V1?) <0
where {6- = i-}7,”_—~_1 denotes the standard orthonormal basis in R™t1.
J OxJ j—l

Since Il , is a manifold with boundary we have to pay special attention in applying directly

Theorem 2.1 in [9]. However, it is possible to extend (Ily ,, m) to a complete simply connected
manifold without boundary preserving the curvature bound. Indeed, let 1 : R — R be a smooth
convex function such that ¢(t) = 2t for ¢t > a, and 9 (t) > 1 for t < a — C for some constant

C > 0, and define (, ) = e¥(PY)( ) Then N = (Rmﬂ,m) has the desired properties.

Indeed, N is simply connected since it is topologically the Euclidean space. By the definition
of ¢, N is a Riemannian extension of (Ily 4, (, )) and, since X is strictly contained in Iy ,, )

can be viewed as a minimal hypersurface in N.
Furthermore, in order to prove that NN is complete, it is sufficient to prove that divergent
curves in R™*! have infinite length with respect to the metric (, ). In this regard note first

that,by the definition of v, for any ¢ € R,

. 2
¢?® > min {e, eMia—Cral ¥ eﬁa} =A>0.

Hence, if v : I — R™*! is any curve, then its length satisfies

1(v) :/Ieg(h’m(%w%dt

Z\/X/[@,"y)%dt = VM gua(7).

In particular if v is a divergent curve, since we know by the completeness of the Euclidean space
endowed with the standard metric that (g, () is infinite, we conlcude that () is infinite as
well.

Moreover, for every i # j, we have that

2
Rigig = /) [—<, )® (Hess(g(—f)) —aly-ny@ o) + 5 ) >)] .
Using the expression of f,
2
o =Hess(}(~) ~ (=) @ dC5 (-1 + 5 a5 -0)] )
= <;¢”(<p, Emt1)) — 5 (@' ((p, Em+1>))2> de™ ' @ ™t
1 _
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Hence
(,)® a)ijij = + o — 20550

- (;W((Pa Em+1>) - i (¢/(<p7 Em+1>))2>

(@™ 1(9)" + (a1 (90))” = 2055d2™ 1 (9,) da™ 1 ()]

5 (0, Bni))’ (2 - 265

Hence R;ji; < 0 for any i # j.

Note that, since N is complete, simply connected and with non-positive sectional curvature,
as a consequence of the Cartan-Hadamard theorem, its injectivity radius is infinite.

By [9] we can now get on the minimal hypersurface ¥ of N the validity of the L'- Sobolev
inequality

m—1

(15) (/th’fldvoli> " gc/zﬁh\dvoli,

for every non-negative h € C(X).
The desired conclusion follows immediately from keeping in mind that under a conformal
change of the metric, the volume form and the norm of the gradient of a given function satisfy

dvols, = e~/ dvoly,
IVh| = e |Vh| < e |Vh]|.
O
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