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A Four-pages Saga
An Attempt at Graphical
Analysis of the Transformation
of les Halles in the Late
20" Century, with Some
Implications

Daniele Campobenedetto

Is it possible to represent exhaustively the design Affiliation

scales (Revel, 2006) of a thirty-years long urban :(‘I'riitne:_"i“ di
transformation in just one scheme? Is it possible to daniele.campobe
consider such a thick description (Geertz, 1973) as nedetto@polito.it
autonomous and analytically useful? pol

The following scheme is an attempt to explore the 10.17454/ARDETH01.06

answers at these questions through an overview of
the Paris’s les Halles saga during the Seventies and the
Eighties, as a result of a three-year research

Even if the scheme may appear obscure to those who
are not familiar with the les Halles saga it is meant

to give an idea of the path traced by documents and
material effects among different social entities, as
policies, projects, conflicts and physical transforma-
tions. The arrows show the cause-effect relationship
between events and mirror the continuous redefini-
tion of strategic decisions, and the superposition of
material effects. Almost every event has effects, which
can shape the physical space (through building sites),
the socio-technical space (through projects) and the
social space (through negotiations and policies).
Exploring this path, is at least possible to highlight two
elements:

ARDETH#01

81



Legend

Abbreviations

Material effects

Architectural

projects

Documenl_:s

_ . Public spac
‘R ! ' projects
Scheme
Scheme Lopez-

for the Holley for
centerof  thecenter

Paris cDu  of Paris

| Scheme for the... I neme E |

-':: I‘I -
Xe
71048) the SEAH  ©

Conflicts and negotiations

c
2
b
=1
The opposeste : E
prefecture thelopez : 8
- and Holley's :
' mritial Part entrusts  “-. | schemeand : £
I x more studies % p;ﬁmuttesd_ g
e g - other studies : £
Apur to the CDU for les Halles, : ug
ccl Jale] 5
\il 1 Parie -'-. : 3
cap Ville de Paris 0
1 D ':-‘
COPRAS 8 el 53 6
- Pretacture O A
{-D‘J ,--I':
Ministries seppaartresn et
PAZ
':-1 Pt [l 1
SD!\URF i rE}lu»n':\

1958
1958
1960
1961
1962
1963
15964
1965
1966
1967 gen -feb

SEAH
SEMAH
ZAL . g




Concerts and shows
take place in the
dismessed markets of
les Halles.

Q

First displa

Apur promotes
e, some projects
a for the
temporary
access to the
dismissed
pavillions

i
'
'
.
'
'
.
'
'
'
i
+
'
'
'
'
*

. ]
project Lyl

+Apur first

iframework First proposal for
: scheme Apur Masterplan the PAZ des Halles

'y
H
5 i Associations O
o f protest
O r e Capitant || & . / T X
COMmMISSIOn 5 1 I.'I Claim more gre =5 .
. : II v nres resry 1
OE reation of the Stern : f
/
Commission : [
. :
'
:
'
:
!..
|-
o
-
O The CdP rejects the projects
a" PR ol
The CdP
approves the &)
Apur Masterplan The min 51,}.0
The State increases the oon opens up
economical support the possibility to
red ir'[_: Breen areas
0 0 0
& & &
g g 5
a0 [ e
o0 L%} =
rs; re, =
L=} L=} o

Preliminary

of the CCl

O

Beginning of
the Forum

” 'Lr.--r site (East
p.;r-.-ilor.f: : Saction)

O

Preliminary pr
the Forum
Pencreach
Planning

Maison du Spectacle

Project for a

Scherne by
SEMAH

SEMAH launch

the architectural

Approval
ZAC des

| Halles

Born of the SEMAH,

1971

1972

1973

g
73]
=+
~
o]



Material effects

Conflicts and negotiations

Policies

BARAAR AR AR IR R

e

BRREERHERRE

> _:O Bofill-Vascani-Prove:
" H

I:-*. ARC-Apur .. .- ..........
: + i

T

\ i-:Ln':_". rl\.. L

Michel

o

regtion of 3

The CdP excludes
the ARC-Apur
project

PAL generated

ifill Pregject

Interject

1975 gen
1976 gen - feb



the runct

the exc

Changing of the

Paris city's Statute

=
[
o
—

op of the
OnNSIruction in
rue Berger

auditorium

1978 gen - feb

Apur scheme
definition
based on the

Arc-Apur

Apur scheme is
approved by
the CdP

1979 gen - feb

SEMAH launch
projects for the
area
surrounding
the Forum

surrounding

Preliminary
project for
the East side

Relization of the

East side of the

garden O

of the garden

1980

Launch of a

4
X

counter-con:

1981

sultation

1982

Relization of the

West side of the
garden
Preliminary
project for
the West side
of the garden
] =t u w0 =
oo o o o oo
o (4] (53] L] 4]

1988

1989



86

One is that les Halles saga is an over-stratified process, in which different
urban paradigms overlap and superpose themselves going up and down
between policies and material effects.

Another is the role of intermediate entities, as public bureaucracies
(Myses 1944) - namely The Atelier Parisien d’Urbanisme (APUR) — which
appears to be the translator of policies in plans and projects, through
conflicts and negotiations.

The question if such a tool can be used not just to build up a rough “ur-
ban history” (Roncayolo 1976), but rather to picture an ongoing project,
remains an open issue: the same energy which is more conventionally
spent to communicate a design could, perhaps, be redeployed to design a
process.
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