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Caterina Franchini

History Does not Stand in a Single File.
100 Works, 100 Years, 100 Creative Women in Europe

Historically, the contributions of women architects and designers 

to their profession have been minimised or overlooked. Women 

in Europe have reacted with inventiveness to the architectural 

and design profession’s restrictive and sometimes discriminatory 

practices engendering innovations to the fields.

Thanks to its exhibition “100 Works in 100 Years. European 

Women in Architecture and Design. 1918-2018” the MoMoWo project 

lines up women professional’s works in order to make women 

architects and designers’ contribution to both disciplines visible and 

clear, thus reshaping the complexity of contemporary history.

The MoMoWo travelling exhibition brings together a selection 

of some of the most significant and representative examples of 

European architecture and design created by 100 women from the 

end of the First World War up until today.

One hundred works are displayed as clear testimonies to 

the outstanding quality research and experimentation that has 

distinguished women’s creativity in Europe. The number of works is 

symbolic, as ‘one hundred’ could also mean ‘countless’ as in the Latin 

word centum. While, the number of authors –each work has a different 

author– derives from MoMoWo’s choice to represent many different 

creators, consequently popularising lesser known figures, too.

The works belong to the most varied branches of architecture 

and design including interior design, furniture and furnishing 

accessorises, homeware, lighting, refurbishment, museum and 

exhibit design, garden design, landscape architecture and urban 

planning.

The decision to place different kinds of works side by side 

was taken as a reminder that architecture and design are project 

practices that are increasingly intolerant about being confined 

to exclusive disciplines and which have consequently craved 

interaction. This interaction has already occurred before in ‘seminal 

histories’ such as those by Nikolaus Pevsner (Pioneers of the 

Modern Movement, 1936) and Sigfried Giedion (Mechanization takes 

command, 1948). Moreover, as revealed by the history of professions 

and clearly exemplified in some articles of this book, architecture 

and design have had lasting contact in both the educational and 

professional practices.1

Selecting the works was aimed at providing a concise but 

composite picture of the main paths women professionals took in 

expressing their creativity in fields and practices that were –at least 

initially– dominated by men.

Most of the selected works are the results of fruitful 

collaboration between the professional tenacity of creative 

women and intuition of mentors and professors, patrons and 

commissioners, or manufacturers and companies that have been 

forward-thinking in investing in research and innovation, without 

gender prejudice. Thus, sometimes a work also epitomises an 

achievement in the history of professions and consequently in 

the author’s life. This is why each entry is in two parts, the first 

one devoted to the description of the work, the second one to the 

author’s biography.

The 100 works, exhibited and published in this catalogue, are 

not related to each other by a straightforward, simple or rational 

discourse without contradiction or contrast. The MoMoWo discourse 

deliberately singles out these fragments of experiences by focusing 

on aesthetics and design processes in relation to the history of 

both disciplines, architecture and design, and history of women’s 

emancipation in the design professions, education and lifestyle.
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The works are ordered in a chronological sequence. As stated 

once by one of the great masters of the Modern Movement, Walter 

Gropius, ‘order’ means more than organisation. Organisation 

implies the identification of the function, while, ‘order’ implies the 

assignment of meaning.

The historical sequence is one of the most effective means of 

communication and knowledge dissemination. Its application in the 

fields of art has its theoretical and critical basis in the revolutionary 

essay by Georg Kubler, The shape of time: Remarks on the history of 

things (1962).2

The choice of a historical sequence was the result of the desire 

to encourage visitors and readers to feel free to interpret the images 

and data on display. In fact, in this collection of works, each work 

has a value not only for itself, but also to the extent that it can be 

related to a wider context. Each work is able to reveal traces of 

the historical period, culture and society that designed, produced 

and used it. It is directly or indirectly able to underline a system of 

historical, cultural and social relationships, but also to underline 

building and production practices and technologies which this 

exhibition can only allude to.

Like all other collections, the meaning of MoMoWo’s collection 

cannot be completely defined in the intrinsic values of its collected 

works, nor in the value assigned it by those who curated the 

collection. However, the meaning of MoMoWo’ s collection also 

derives from its ability to provoke a conscious process of attributing 

meaning to its public.

To support this dialectical process and to avoid the risk of 

treating “history as a series of sequential Fixa or even closed 

‘totalities’” –as pointed out by Ernst Bloch3– a series of essays 

provides the reader with arguments that cross and break the linear 

sequence, sometimes by-passing the geographical confines of 

Europe and offering examples and comparisons world-wide.4 A 

timeline about women’s achievements in winning greater civil rights, 

higher education, public recognition of their work or career, goes 

alongside the interpretation of the 100 selected works.

By seeking to identify women who worked in Europe as well as 

European women who worked outside Europe over the last 100 years, 

the main aim of this catalogue is to increase the awareness of 

historians and the general public about their enormous contribution 

to architecture and design, and indirectly providing accessibility to 

their works.

This catalogue reflects the concept of the exhibition by 

designating a part of the world created by women far away from 

the chaos of ‘things’, giving life to a place for encounter, exchange 

and debate. It aims to be a repertory of tangible and intangible 

cultural ‘signs’ capable of fostering comparisons and connections 

between memory and future, encouraging new mappings of women’s 

creativity in Europe.

Hopefully, this book will suggest new historical visions able to 

include the greatest works by women architects and designers in 

mainstream history of architecture and design, thus enriching the 

discipline.

The selection criteria singled out emblematic and representative 

works, chosen for their originality in the design process, innovation 

in the use of materials or building technologies and the ability to 

identify and represent various interpretations of modernity over 

time.

Taking into account a balanced European geographic 

distribution wherever possible, the selection of works was also aimed 

at questioning the cliché that women have dealt more with projects 

related to domestic spaces or ‘feminine lifestyle’. For this purpose, 

the selection picked out a wide variety of building and object types. 

MoMoWo’s research team used bibliographic and archival sources 

in order to find the numerous and various data necessary for the 

selection.

Selecting works included researching the origin of design, with 

the crucial transition from applied arts to product design –labelled 

as protodesign5– involving studies about women pioneers between 

the wars. This research and selection also embraced the second 

half of the twentieth century that saw the emergence of women’s 

works for mass production, including building industrialisation and 

prefabrication. The study then concluded with the complex “liquid 

modernity” of the current century, as brilliantly defined by 

Zygmunt Bauman (Modernità liquida, 2002).

Going over the works, one understands better the changes 

in building and object typologies over the course of time. It is 

also possible to compare the iconic production of pioneers to 

contemporary professionals by recognising the relationship that has 



always linked the various works to the social and cultural context of 

the time in which they were designed, built or produced.

The selected works are the product of ideas and technologies, 

dreams and needs, aesthetics and design processes. In other 

words, they are some of the ‘things’ that in 100 years have tangibly 

contributed to change our relationship with space and time, body 

and dwelling, material and light. They are also tangible testimonies 

of women’s recent achievements in architecture and design that in 

their ensemble may be able to change the perception of women’s 

involvement in the design professions.

MoMoWo’s historical sequence maps out a fascinating and 

evocative history of tangible European cultural heritage created by 

women and always considering History as a ‘living matter’. 

Being a ‘sampling’ MoMoWo’s collection is a slice of history, 

telling us something that transcends specific values, becoming 

not only a bridge between creator and user, but also between the 

authors and future creators.

Notes:
1 See Elena Dellapiana, “Crossing Boundaries. Architecture, Design 

and beyond in the Age of the Pioneers” and Alicia Menéndez Martínez, 

“Spanish Design Made by Women” in this book.

2 In his legendary book, Kuber replaced the notion of style as the basis 

for histories of art with the concept of historical sequence and con-

tinuous change across time.

3 Ernst Bloch and Neville Plaice (trans.), The Principle of Hope (Cam-

bridge, Mass.: M.I.T. Press, 1995), 197.

4 See Caterina Franchini, “Women in the History of Architecture and De-

sign: Sailing to a New History” in this book.

5 The term protodesign was coined to identify the design of transition 

between craft and industry on the occasion of the great exhibition 

held in Milan in 1982 (Palazzo Reale, Arengario and Galleria del Sa-

grato) entitled Anni Trenta. Arte e Cultura in Italia.
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Zagrebačkog sveučilišta,” Prostor 13 (2005): 55-65.

Barré, François, et al. La Modernité ou l’esprit du temps. Paris: l’Equerre, 
1982.

Barsac, Jacques. Charlotte Perriand: Un art d’habiter: 1903-1959. Paris: 
Norma éditions, 2005.

Barsac, Jacques. Charlotte Perriand: L’œuvre complète. Paris: Editions 
Norma, 2015.

Bassanini, Gisella. “Le prime laureate in architettura: Alcuni ritratti 
femminili nel panorama italiano e straniero,” in Donne Politecniche: 
Atti del convegno e catalogo della mostra, Milano 22 maggio 2000, 
24-33. Milan: Libri Scheiwiller, 2001.

Bassi, Alberto. Italian Lighting Design, 1945-2000. London: Phaidon, 2004. 

Basu, Priyanka. “Grete Marks: When Modern Was Degenerate,” The Journal 
of Modern Craft 7 (2014): 93-7.

Bauer, Anne, Gumpinger, Ingrid I., and Kleindienst, Eleonore. 
Frauenarchitekturen. Salzburg: Anton Pustet Verlag, 2003.

Bauer, Anne, Frauenarchitektouren: Arbeiten von Architektinnen in 
Österreich. Salzburg: Anton Pustet Verlag, 2004.

Bauman, Zygmunt. Modernità liquida. Rome, Bari: Laterza, 2002.

Bay, Helle. Women in Danish Architecture. Copenhagen: Arkitektens 
Forlag, 1991.

BB+GG Arquitectes. “Elisabeth Galí,” http://bethgali.blogspot.com.es/p/
cv-bg.html. Accessed March 4, 2016.

Beale, Jane, “The Story of Brigit’s Garden,” Brigit’s Garden Ireland, http://
goo.gl/TfnrzT. Accessed February 10, 2016.

Beaver, Robyn. Manuelle Gautrand Architect. Mulgrave: The Images, 2005.

Beckel, Inge, and Vollmer, Gisela, eds. Terraingewinn: Aspekt zum Schaffen 
von Schweizer Architektinnen von der Saffa 1928 bis 2003. Bern, 
Wettingen: eFeF-Verlag, 2004.

Beeren, Wim, and Metz, Tracy. Marijke van der Wijst: Interior architect, 
exhibition designer. Rotterdam: Uitgeverij 010 Publishers, 1997. 

Bellow, Juliet. “On time: Sonia Delaunay’s sequential Simultanism,” in 
Sonia Delaunay, edited by Anne Montfort and Cecile Godefroy, 98-108. 
London: Tate Modern, 2015. 

Bernik, Stane, et al. “Nives Kalin-Vehovar,” in Slovenska likovna umetnost 
1945–1978, edited by Stane Bernik, et al., 198. Ljubljana: Moderna 
galerija, Arhitekturni muzej, Mladinska knjiga, 1978. 

Bertolotti, Julia. “I nuovi tessuti di Anita Pittoni,” Domus 124 (1938): 42-3.

Beyeler, Mariette. “La SAFFA (Schweizerische Ausstellung für Frauenarbeit) 
de 1958 à Zurich: Son architecture et ses architectes.” PhD diss., EPFL 
Lausanne, 1999.

Biasi, Pierre-Marc de. “La genèse du projet en situation de concours: 
Entretien avec Édith Girard,” Genesis, manuscrits, recherche, 
invention 14 (2000): 179-201.

Biau, Véronique. “Marques et instances de consécration en architecture,” 
Cahiers de la recherche architecturale et urbaine 2-3 (1999): 15-26.
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Leskovački zbornik 43 (2003): 217-22.

Maxwell, Fray, and Drew, Jane. Tropical Architecture in the Dry and the 
Humid Zones. New York: Reinhold, 1964.

McLeod, Mary, and Aujame, Roger. Charlotte Perriand: An art of living. New 
York: H.N. Abrams in association with the Architectural League of New 
York, 2003.

McQuaid, Matilda, and Droste, Magdalena. Lilly Reich, Designer and 
Architect. New York: The Museum of Modern Art, 1996. Exhibition 
catalogue, New York, Museum of Modern Art, February 7 through May 
7, 1996.

McQuiston, Liz. Women in Design: A Contemporary View. London: Trefoil 
Publications, 1988.

Mecanoo, “Francine Houben receives Prins Bernhard Cultuurfonds Prize 
for lifetime achievement.” Mecanoo, http://www.mecanoo.nl/News/
ID/217/Francine-Houben-receives-Prins-Bernhard-Cultuurfonds-
Prize-for-lifetime-achievement. Accessed April 6, 2016.

Mecanoo, “Projects…,” Mecanoo, http://www.mecanoo.nl/Projects. 
Accessed March 27, 2016.

Mehring, Christine. “Alma Buscher: ‘Shipp’ building toy 1923,” in Bauhaus 
1919-1933: Workshops for Modernity, edited by Barry Bergdoll and 
Leah Dickerman, 156-61. New York: Museum of Modern Art, 2009.

Mendes, Manuel. “Rua de Sá da Bandeira,” in Porto 1901/2001: Guia da 
arquitectura moderna. Vol. 5. Porto: Secção Regional do Norte da 
Ordem dos Arquitectos e Livraria Civilização Editora, 2001.

Menéndez Martínez, Alicia. “Hotel Mandarin Oriental de Barcelona. Obra 
de interiorismo y diseño de mobiliario de Patricia Urquiola,” Res 
Mobilis 2, no. 2 (2013), http://www.unioviedo.es/reunido/index.php/
RM/article/view/9945/9704. Accessed March 8, 2016. 

Mesnage, Stéphanie. “Éloge de l’ombre,” Criticat 10 (2012), http://www.
criticat.fr/revue/numero-10.html. Accessed April 6, 2016.

Miller Lane, Barbara. “An Introduction to Ellen Key’s ‘Beauty in the 
Home’,” in Modern Swedish Design: Three Founding Texts, edited by 
Lucy Creagh et al., 19-31. New York: The Museum of Modern Art, 2008.
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Moravčíková, Henrieta. “Emancipated, but Still Accompanied: First 
generation of women architects in Slovakia,” in Ideological Equality. 
Women in Socialist Europe, edited by Mary Pepchinski and Mariann 
Simon. Milton Park: Routledge, 2016.
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Beograda 44 (1997): 95-114.

Toy, Maggie. The Architect: Women in Contemporary Architecture. Chichester: 
Wiley-Academy, 2001.

Tradução das conferências proferidas durante a Iª Quinzena de Estética 
Industrial. Lisbon: Ministério da Economia - Instituto Nacional de 
Investigação Industrial, 1966.
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