
20 April 2024

POLITECNICO DI TORINO
Repository ISTITUZIONALE

Soil moisture and vegetation sensing using GNSS-R polarimetric measurement / Jia, Y.; Savi, P.. - ELETTRONICO. -
(2016), pp. 1-1. (Intervento presentato al  convegno 1st International Conference on GNSS+ (ICG+2016) tenutosi a
Shanghai, China nel July 27-30, 2016).

Original

Soil moisture and vegetation sensing using GNSS-R polarimetric measurement

Publisher:

Published
DOI:

Terms of use:

Publisher copyright

(Article begins on next page)

This article is made available under terms and conditions as specified in the  corresponding bibliographic description in
the repository

Availability:
This version is available at: 11583/2653620 since: 2022-01-26T22:56:46Z

Elsevier



Soil moisture and vegetation sensing using GNSS-R polarimetric 

measurement 
 

1 Yan Jia, 1 Patrizia Savi 

 
1 Politecnico di Torino - Corso Duca degli Abruzzi 24, 10129 Torino, Italy; 

Tel: 00393279847259 

 

Email: yan.jia@polito.it 

 

 

Abstract 

 
GNSS-Reflectometry is an efficient tool for remote sensing and plays a key role in several of 

applications. The estimation of soil moisture and vegetation in the land field is attracting widespread 

interest in hydrology, climatology and carbon cycles. In order to investigate the scattering polarization 

properties from different types of surface environments, an airborne measurement was performed using a 

new 4-channel prototype for collecting the direct, reflected left-hand circular polarized (LHCP) and 

right-hand circular polarized (RHCP) signals. Both LHCP and RHCP reflected signals were acquired by a 

dual polarization antenna at the same time. A data averaging procedure was used to reduce the incoherent 

power of received power and the reflected data from two channels were normalized by direct signals 

obtained from each front-end (FE). Then three polarimetric observables were used to analyze the 

vegetation biomass and soil moisture fluctuations. It was concluded that polarimetric ratio is sensitive to 

soil moisture content (SMC), and considerably independent to roughness and vegetation biomass. The 

trunk component was confirmed to be the most important factor affecting the amplitude of scattering 

polarizations. Furthermore, the measurement results show that the PR variation between different 

elevation angles was affected by roughness and biomass. The results show another possibility of further 

geophysical parameter evaluation by using polarimetric applications in GNSS-R. 
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