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NOTHING SPECIAL: A DIFFERENT AND LONG-TERM MODEL OF SUSTAINABILITY

XY 3% -8 8% /Michele Bonino
& ¥/ Translated by SHANG Jin

BRE—T. Sk - R 1998 FEMZ
ROXFFFHE, RACHMNEHR EE - HEDN
Ry mBERAOB—Z (XY FLRFHEIEL 208
MEARAHMFEZIE), HTHURRS AKR,
METTIAMRE, AXKNE-TRLZIHRY. BT
k. BE—LAEH. MARKSBEZRKERBTH
MmEH, RRFET AREEPEXRERN—NTTAE.
ATEIAE, ABERTEXRAANBERNER, X
HERMANTEBHFZ—. EESH, SEREHAN
RABFIEISEREME T — = - HFHRFKITE THEH.

BETE—R BIAEEL #5K REHL

Just think for one moment how embarrassed
the public must have been when Renzo Piano (his
renovation project for the Fiat Lingotto opens this
issue), at the beginning of his acceptance speech for
the 1998 Pritzker Prize, explained how honoured he
was to practice the world's second oldest profession.
Quickly clarifying that man's first profession was the
search for food, he went on to add that the need
to build a shelter instead of passively accepting the
refuges offered by nature rapidly became a crucial
aspect of human life: to be achieved as efficiently
as possible with the resources available. This is
one of the main goals of construction. And up until
recently, the customs and skills which have evolved
over the years were such that good architecture was
always sustainable.

BN KX BRIBEHRE T K PHRERFZFH AR
THRTE, BRIZBERZNHOZE, MHRTAMES, H7E
ERfASLARLIZRRX., M5RTEXHELEETHRLY
MARCEZIAT(EZ, fhth @AY (ER) NBERE.

Michele Bonino is teaching architecture and urban design
at Politecnico di Torino. He is currently a Visiting Professor

p018-033-HXQ1-D5G4B8.indd 18
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UHBEFSINTHERTEUMELNSE. MURA
MEMPEAEMNTHEN., BUTENR-AE

RAWRF . SEHT. X FREARL BHOEER
ENBEENETVERRPRBRITE, CRFMUEARNY
R, RRERARBNETNESTENR YA,
% (BR) EAMN—BXE+H, XEZERUSFERE
&=1E - #/245 (Richard Sennett) B35, "#EHM
BERTRESENEY. N1B0ERKER - &
f&fE (Eric Mumford) tHRZBFH TR BE
ML, BHERBHRE—ITENEFNEFHE,
HZREAIXESERNIEELK. HER. 55

With this in mind, only commercial reasons
now justify the exaggerated emphasis on a totally
performance-oriented sustainability, based on
technological efficiency and energy saving. What
derails this topic even further are the smoke-screen
slogans — present as much in speeches by politicians
as in the curricula of professionals — associated
with the passepartout term, smart city: a universal
antidote which, again with a chiefly technological
emphasis, promises to solve the many problems
afflicting our cities. In a recent article in "The
Guardian”, the famous American sociologist Richard
Sennett simply recalls that "yesterday's smart
cities [are] today's nightmare": from the "scientific
planning" of transport and urban functions,
condemned by Eric Mumford in the Thirties, to

at Tsinghua University in Beijing. He is the author of four
monographs and several papers in international magazines.
Together with S. Mukerjee runs MARC, an architectural studio
based in Torino. He is guest-editor of this issue of "World
Architecture".

WA HER. 2013-04-20

MM FREELMEFERNENME.
EXXFREARR, RINZEALD iRt
ARHN . AR EREEBNE—RTH (K
THOBRATHRAHETENE, ARy, 5
ALZSRAEE). T, WRELHATHBIH
MNEE, B4, XEBEBRTMUEARETFUEN
K ITHERR . PEMNHBETHARE, IR
RS ITER . RATHEMESHRIE, S
NAHEEMNTH., REFEMHXE BAERK
BHAET (—MEmESHEE) fRx . 'g&
10 FMARBRARE, FTRREXERZMTF, —B

centralised heating in the city of Songdo (South
Korea), controlled by just one computer, Sennett
believes that these smart models are doomed to
failure. Their efficient comprehensive embrace
tends to deaden and stupefy the initiatives of their
inhabitants.

Faced with this mess, what should we
do? Probably nothing special: the architecture
illustrated in this issue hosts and promotes normal
behaviour (re-use a structure when available, eat
what's local, share a room with others if it's too
big). However, if they're aware and organised, then
these ideas can define a different and long-term
model of sustainability: rooted in our everyday
actions rather than worn out by performance,
capable of getting to the bottom of the concept

R @R 2013/05

2013.5.10 1:29:08 AM
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KT EMUBR D FBRRIT I T 55145E
AWERNEE, BXMERNTEEZEATNE
THXEREELEEN —XERAAT  EFHE
(Luca Molinari) WX EHRLaEES, AEEHR, €
MHERNRITESMBETEIHIAENNERIGZ 8
NESES5HMHMMBALLENER, 5K, BATTME
BERAMNBERAIITTRX—ER, FRAEREMHATMR.
MROENERER T BRIX—BHNER—FE&
- B/RE (Carlo Olmo) ZEfMMXHEESRRA., EEF

of sustainability and encouraging behaviour which
can be repeated again and again. In his article,
entitled quite appropriately, No-one likes a city
that's too smart, Sennett goes on to say: "a great
deal of research during the last decade, in cities
as different as Mumbai or Chicago, suggests that
once basic services are in place people don't value
efficiency above all; they want quality of life".

This issue is dedicated to Torino, where we
explore the origins and reasons for this paradigm
of sustainability, undoubtedly common to other
cities and regions in Italy — as documented in
the essay by Luca Molinari a few pages further
on. However in Torino, more than in other cities,
there has been a convergence between innovative
briefs and architects ready to adopt and implement

1.2 HRAEEHT/ Torino lifestyle (1 358%/Proto. Michele D Ottavio,
2 48 /Photo, Latz+Partrer)

3 BMESPA, Fleuriste TiEZE, EEPE (#R)  2008%F, EE. H
DFNEINME B YT #5421 /Elastico SPA. Atelier Fleuriste, Chieri
(Torino) 2008. Sustainability as reuse, reduce, and recycle ($E8/
Photo. Beppe Giardino)

R AT 755K 15 /TORINO. SUSTAINABLE STRATEGIES
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1980 £, RETV—BHERRXEHTEFSTRERE
AREENENT . FEHAIVMEZTRERZNR
K. MARMEKARB. URREENXUMEZFE
H—HLBERHEE "REZW WK, £E
BTAREIVHRERYZE, ERE— M B R,
1990 AR, HRBRAM B EFFTH X AR MK £
Wh, BiLS|ISEMRKELANL, EREXAHMN
EBEARMIERRARIAEX. ER—ERT
REG—PABRBIREARZERN, FHEKGHD
HaRMEFTEN . b—EHe P-EHL,
MO—EANAEX, P—LRE, Y

them: today we can discuss this model in front of
completed architectures, that we can use to verify
expectations and results. Events in Torino have
certainly helped to create the current situation,
a situation highlighted by Carlo Olmo in his essay.
Up until the Eighties the car industry was the
driving force behind the economics of the city and
the lifestyle of its citizens: amongst other things
FIAT owns the city's most important newspaper, its
leading football club, and most important cultural
and economic activities — fuelling in the recent
past the image of a "one company town". After the
difficult crisis in the car industry, the city really
needed another goal. In the late Nineties when
Torino was the first Italian city to adopt a promising
Strategic Plan, opinion leaders and decision-makers

4 mEERRRERINESH, KRR - B, ATCHE
F5fF, GSPT{E=. Cascina RoccafrancaH 4 7E T, HKES
TER (#R), 2007 F, BB, HOMBIMERFHOTHREME /
Crotti+Forsans architetti, Antonio De Rossi, ATC Projet.to, Studio
GSP. Cascina Roccafranca — House of the Everyday, Grugliasco
(Torino) 2007. Sustainability as reuse, reduce, and recycle (3§ /
Photo. Giulia Caira)

X—EEEEMREETREANER. N6
TIEREIL AR AR - PE4048 (Reyner Banham),
flbfE 1971 FF eI b R BRI EANEES, R
ETREANETRENIEFMENHRIRX ST 4 7
£, BREES FHERAEA L BRMURHNTTX
BRI, BERTHENES, HPHLREKX
HREAXRN., MROHESHMEM MR TIEEREL
BIFARMEEK, TVBIERNEATHEE
HIERTH O, WEHATEXZFRAFTEAN
PRz BEERME TRIRLSZE. MEHM
BERAEREEHTEMEE ", MBI, SRA

agreed that the city could only relaunch if it adopted
new lifestyles and work models. In this framework,
urban quality and economic competitiveness could
be achieved only if everyone realised that resources
were limited: less money, less employment, but also
less individualism and less waste' .

This situation was the reason why Torino was
chosen as a case study. Our method implicitly
recalls Reyner Banham who, when describing the
architecture of Los Angeles in his ground-breaking
book in 1971, defined four ecologies based on how
citizens behaved vis-a-vis the main characteristics
of the urban system. The last-five-years architecture
in Torino has been explored in much the same way,
in search of sustainable ecologies. Some of them
are related to a territorial dimension. With a history

2013.5.8 3:56:35 AM



5 ATT{E=. CasaOz, #[7=, 2012/AT studio associato, CasaOz, Torino,2012 (3FE&,/Photo. Giorgio Maré)
6 #R. ZRETH, —MH XSS, 20054/ Citta di Torino. San Carlo Square, transformation in
a pedestrian area, 2005 (§5%/Photo. Michele D’ Ottavio)

EMFENRE 2X—BERANAIER, IF=
e XRARRE—X, B, 71980 AR NE
B ERT ZMMMZE, EWENSE T EEED
FEEXUMEXNZITITE SREEFENSHMS
MEHER  FEBMRMNLIK Eataly EXEFERIZ
ERHKL—f,

MOF T A BES ZBES BB ED
WREEFNLE, —LEMAIERNEE. IR
REAHREIM . "E7 HLEEMN "TEHE 2R
NMEENHAMBRLE., P—MEERBYTRMB
RABEFFAEHNROTE-EFFEROTE,

HR—EFMRINALEE, TERRBEZH
fhAE. X3IKTHREIIZ/NEA (Gruppo Abele),
@4t (Camminare Insieme) FfxifFAY CasaOz XAEHY

very similar to other European cities, in the recent
past Torino continued to grow while the industrial
crisis led to huge empty spaces, often in the heart
of the city. Regenerating them is an intelligent way
to use available structures, but above all it's making
the city more compact by reducing the consumption
of space, time, and energy" . The Lingotto, the
Parco Dora, and the Fornace Carena, are the
tangible but unfortunately sporadic results of this
mindset. In the meantime, after the success of the
“slow food” movement which emerged in the Torino
region in the Eighties, several initiatives led to a
review of the gastronomic aspects, but energetic
and cultural as well, of a nutritional model
focused on maintaining biodiversity: the worldwide
statement of the Eataly model, fanning out from its
original location in Torino (featured here), is the tip
of the iceberg of this philosophy.

New altruistic behaviour involves sharing living
spaces as well as inventing new solutions to reconcile
family life and work. Some of the most interesting
examples of cohousing and coworking are being
implemented in Torino: Buena Vista Social Housing
and Toolbox are two important organisational and

20
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7—9 ToMakes]\4H (Architekten cie., Recchiengineering, Mesa, Avalon, TRA, Hines, Manens—Tifs, Nctm,
with Systematica, Stefano Mirti, Cecilia Guiglia, Paola Sacco, Francesca Zaltron). ZAr4#imiseRs,

ZE200, #R4EX2013/Uban strategy for Spina 4, Variante 200, Torino northern area 2013

EEH. 1964 £z M Ser.Mi.G. L F—EHR
I BREI), ERFNT BZEMATHHENE
. AT ETEFIXE B A BT,

BHE Lo K- =% (Davide Tommaso
Ferrando) f)5 BEXNAT EiRfER—AMb AR
NEMEXERED 7 XEIRAE,

- BRI, HE8 HRMHEMBAREEHR
MERITEXEEREFNRITE. ENHETHE
MEEmKZNEEARMNIERE. XERITESTO.
TR EDBAER L, TRUANR—FESHFE
MGAEMRARERN RH, FHTE 2009 F£LR B
MEBENE. X—RREEX AMNMNEFZ IR .
BRETHRBIMATRNETEE  ERXOHE
FLRTE, MEBEBHRBIREZFSE, XEEHA

architectural examples. Another innovative idea is
the proposed Citta della Conciliazione (Work-life
Balance Center) to help citizens manage the conflicts
inherent in their everyday lives.

Torino has always had a strong sense of
solidarity, religious or otherwise, and this has
triggered important projects such as Gruppo Abele,
Camminare Insieme and, more recently, CasaOz. The
Ser.Mi.G., founded in 1964, is located in a former
weapons factory (the Arsenal in Torino) which was
renovated and enlarged to include nearby buildings,
creating a micro-city dedicated to hospitality and
dialogue.

Five short essays by Davide Tommaso Ferrando
introduce the selected works which he personally
visited again for this publication.

Renzo Piano, Peter Latz, and several architects
from Torino are the designers behind these
architectures, all interpretations of a sustainable,
simple, and long-term lifestyle. Enhanced by their
discussions with attentive and informed clients,
their designs can be considered as a "dress rehearsal"
for an approach which is becoming a comprehensive
imperative, especially since the 2009 financial crisis.

R T HHE TR MARMAETFTR,

AR UREERAE/LERA LB AR LT
R AR £ MRBANENERE "RATH
S/ BEHT Z-WEBSHREAR, XK
R, WTHRRRENE, RKHNEIE  FMIER
HEEEXANEE, REML, BLETREFRIILH.

AR X 15 F2 BRBEGREBRFIRT—H,
FEWHRORET AHXE, ECHNERER—ZH
AGMETEMRNOXURFGZENKR (Flm, &
WHROHTEEZRANZMRENNEN "RE
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Suffice it to recall some of the more direct effects
of this downturn: the economic difficulties of long
daily journeys from home to work; the need for a
full-time job for both members of younger couples
and the ensuing problem of not having enough time
to be with their children, etc. These are problems
which are leading to new widespread forms of living
and organising urban spaces.

Will it be possible to apply these new models
of sustainability, so far tested only in a few select
buildings, to the city? It's a key question, especially
if we want to truly overcome all the limits of the
dual concept "technological sustainability/smart
city". Urban transformation takes time, lots of
time, and it's difficult to answer the question now.
However, some signs deserve to be discussed.

In the last fifteen years Torino has enhanced
public areas in the city centre, like many other
Italian cities. But it has focused on the link between
this physical system and a much less tangible cultural
system (for example, the event entitled "Democracy
Biennial", held in dozens of venues in the city centre,
all walking-distance). This idea was adopted and
developed also by the location strategies of the
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Universita di Torino, which for several years had
been working on the concept of a "diffuse campus"”
stretching from the historical seat of the Rettorato
(Rector's Office) in the heart of the old city, to the
north of the city, injecting a student-like atmosphere
and new energy (and economics) into the exiting
urban fabric. Beyond the Main Hall currently under
construction at the Cavallerizza Reale (Royal Stables),
the vision of a city-wide campus runs through the
Vanchiglia district to the recently completed Luigi
Einaudi Campus (designed by Normal Foster and
several local architects), and ends further north at
the Manifattura Tabacchi, earmarked to be a future
residential/university district.

Close to this area, a complex and multifaceted
process is currently underway to approve Variante
200 of the Torino Master Plan, which involve the
area just north of the old city centre. It is the first
large-scale urban project after the financial crisis
and requires a revision of certain basic principles in
the Master Plan, developed during a very different
period in history. Approved in 1995, it was designed
by Gregotti Associates (known in China as the
designers of the Pujiang New Town, Shanghai); it
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envisioned the elimination of most of the abandoned
industrial buildings and optimistically trusted in the
construction of many new buildings and big public
spaces. Furthermore, the main changes to the city
and the construction of the infrastructures (e.g.,
Line 1 of the metro system) include management
and economical coverage by public authorities.

The new strategy of the Torino City Administration
(Divisione Urbanistica) and the Italo-Dutch group
ToMake, which in 2012 won the tender for Variante
200, was to provide a sustainable scenario for the
next twenty to twenty-five years, based on two
main premises. The existing city is once again
considered a fundamental resource, a fixed capital
not be wasted: its physical and social potential
should be fully exploited and used to spark
regeneration. Furthermore, the lack of public
funding prompted the search for more involvement
of the private sector.

The new road network was based on the layout
of the existing fabric, creating the groundwork for
an incremental urban development and bearing in
mind the heterogeneous nature of the many private
operators. An initiative capable of inspiring the very
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essence of some of the projects illustrated in this
issue is based on a cooperative real estate strategy,
novel in Italy but widespread in The Netherlands
and Germany. The municipal administration sells
off lots directly to families: this prompts small
groups of citizens (also inspired by the real estate
guarantee ensured by land ownership) to personally
design their own housing initiative and create new
organisational groups and life-styles.

The similarities between the long period of
urban transformation and the concept behind the
whole notion of sustainability — durability — is an
important interpretative key: to question the future
of our cities, but above all to understand if our
current rhetoric will soon be replaced by widespread
talk of what Zhang Li, in the last essay in this issue,
calls "soft sustainability". [ ]

Note:

1) The considerations regarding re-use (and its
associated corollary of reduction) as a form of
sustainability were inspired by the MARC studio
proposal for the 2010 Biennale di Venezia (the Italian
Pavilion, project Little Italy. Or less is a must).
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