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A WELCOMING SPACE. SUSTAINABILITY AS CONCILIATION BETWEEN WORK AND FAMILY LIFE

IRHE{E-3E T %R - % 2 % /Davide Tommaso Ferrando
F &R i¥/Translated by WANG Hanni

RE "EFMEIENREESR" —EERFEk
REERBEE, HXRE1980ER, SEEXAT
MR L R ERN B R FE LR ENRETEM
AETENHEMEN, ZAEREEHRANREILTE.
55 ITEMRESMAERIEBR LN ECEHN
BINT ARANETASHWITEAINE, 2010 F, KE
MREAREKE (COFACE) R TiLIBIEE 2014
FHEHFFERLESREEERMNFENZE. BUER
BEE GEFHNTHEMTERM, SRR
ERIR AR, NRSMATEREAIIN, XLEREE
B IBE M T EUMRAEMTHENE S, BR,
RE—EHRBZRESHMA T, ZFENT
FEHBEZE, NREFRINENSBHNREELTE
AMIEETENE S FEHBRE B R RIBRLIE.

Although it has become increasingly important
in recent years, the term "reconciliation of work and
family life" has been on the European Union agenda
since the 1980s, when it was first used to bring to
the fore the obstacles that many women had to face
when trying to combine their careers and family
responsibilities. In recent times, changes in the
pattern and demands of work and family structure
have gradually increased the interest on the matter
of both institutions and companies, and in 2010
the Confederation of Family Organizations in the
European Union (COFACE) has started a campaign
to have the EU designate 2014 as the European
Year for Reconciling Work and Family Life. Political
measures that increase women's participation in the
labor market, provide flexible time arrangements
and stimulate the realization of childcare facilities,
all contribute in constructing a more sustainable
society through the enhancement of gender
equality. Though, according to a recent European
Commission staff working document, progress in this
field is slowing down, as the pressure to fight the
economic crisis is often postponing the adoption of
adequate family and work life balance policies.
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PEMIME, CEEMZAZNFENER. NEAR
HEAMAMNBRTBNEESTTHNARE, RHES
HAGHMERS. MAFRMBRYNFEESE (X
ARREEZRIZEFEETE, KREDEFROTT
) BRBAESHARS. ATEZNEERER,
EETHRENM, R PHFRARBRSSNERE, &
BEMEREBIRFFHARNTIEENHRALR. &
Wit REMETIZHENERR.

ZRICMNERTFINEE. LE-£EFET
CHAHERR (BRA—HROBREARENRE PO
BN—HAN—RI TR HMINGEES) m
Wi R AMXIAGEAES, AT ENMRER

Final outcome of a research started in 2001
by the Equal Opportunities Committee at the
Universita di Torino, the Citta della Conciliazione is
the pioneering project for a public facility meant
to offer a diversified set of social services both
to students and employees of the University, as
well as to the families of Grugliasco — the small
municipality in the outskirts of Torino where the
building is set. With a program to invent from
scratch (not to mention the unpredictability of the
future users' needs, both in terms of space and
time), the architects' task was everything but easy,
and to make the project even more ambitious,
a participated process was chosen to produce a
preliminary confrontation between institutions,
designers and stakeholders, which culminated in
the organization of a workshop with the students of
the Politecnico di Torino, out of which the principal
guidelines for the project were eventually defined.

Considered in their urban presence, the two
buildings of the Citta della Conciliazione (the bigger
one is primarily dedicated to education and childcare,
while the smaller one hosts a changing catalog of
other activities) stand quietly and harmoniously in

XRWH. PEARSHLAL=EHANERE, MEA
MAABHNEMAMEELO BB R — — 4
REFZROFA "R AZXDPRPF. Bkt
TESNARBTOMIER T IZHANAHER. N
EW, FXLE XMRERLAEFANE. REH
ZEFIS, BORBEREER TR EMH T
B, BARYILE, EXERNG/EZI4NICAE
RO ORRAZE, ERRABGETHE, HE
EMNMN=E (BNEERAMMESESME) SEREE
MRUER T OEMLHXNIE. AT, ZMEEEA
HEMRFMIEIEE TRANER, XL
RIRENE K NEMT (BTFEFEN. EEEH®R
VNEBELHERE), XBEHEEEEELNM
BEREE, [

their suburban context, thanks to the human size of
the welcoming, in-between public space they define,
as well as to the familiar imaginary that their pitched
roofs and zigzagged porticoes manage to conjure —
a long lasting "trademark” of Torino's architecture
School that, in this case, seems more adequate to
interpret the spirit of the institution than its own
organization. From the inside, in fact, the program
is arranged in irregular sequences of cozy spaces that
don't seem to respond in all cases to a clear functional
logic. This is particularly true for the kindergarten,
whose labyrinthine distribution is dictated by the
presence of the four — delightful — central patios
around which the classrooms are disposed, and
whose spatiality (in both perceptive and acoustic
terms) is the result of an unresolved dialogue with
the changing section of the roof. Nevertheless,
the project has already succeeded in creating a
strong community of dedicated users, who are
enthusiastically adapting themselves to the smaller
and bigger incidents (due to the crisis it is becoming
every day harder to stick to the original mission of
the structure) that often follow the management of
such complex programs. []
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