
23 May 2023

POLITECNICO DI TORINO
Repository ISTITUZIONALE

The ways to Superga. History and Design Studio projects for year 2012-2013 / Devoti, Chiara; Barello, Luca. -
ELETTRONICO. - (2013), pp. 1-143.

Original

The ways to Superga. History and Design Studio projects for year 2012-2013

Publisher:

Published
DOI:

Terms of use:
openAccess

Publisher copyright

(Article begins on next page)

This article is made available under terms and conditions as specified in the  corresponding bibliographic description in
the repository

Availability:
This version is available at: 11583/2515900 since:

Politecnico di Torino



luca barello│chiara devoti

THE WAYS TO SUPERGA
2012-13│history and design studio projects



This e-book presents the results of the History and Design Studio for year 2012-13, at the first semester of the second year of the course in “Architecture” of the Politecnico 
di Torino. Teachers Luca Barello and Chiara Devoti, with the assistance of Maria Vittoria Cattaneo, Luca Malvicino and Rachele Vicario.

Iconographic references
Archivio di Stato di Torino, aut. prot. n. 5310/28.28.00 of 09.10.2013
Archivio Storico della Città di Torino, aut. prot. n. 620/2013 of 08.07.2013
Photographs by the authors and the students of the Studio

Acknowledgments
The authors would like to thank the Parco del Po e della collina torinesi, with its director, for the cooperation to the Studio, the responsible for Politecnico di Torino, 
Architecture courses, Paolo Mellano and the Archives in Torino for the kind assistance. Special thanks to Dino Capodiferro, Politecnico di Torino, for the photos to the 
students models.

E-book by Luca Barello and Chiara Devoti 
with contributions by Maria Vittoria Cattaneo, Vittorio Defabiani, Fulvio Capurso, Luca Malvicino, Rachele Vicario 
and the presentations by Paolo Mellano, Ippolito Ostellino and Monica N. Mantelli

Students of the 2012-13 History and Design Studio: Tomoki Abe, David Banno, Ying Bao, Duowen Chen, Chong Du, Shuxian Feng, Yizhe Guo, Maryam Jalali Kalani, Xueqi Ji, 
Rui Jiang, Bartlomiej Krawczykowski, Robert Kuchernig, Jialiang Li, Xiangyu Li, Xiaohan Li, Yanxi Li, Changhe Liu, Jing Liu, Qi Liu, Lingyuan Meng, Nihat Mert Ogut, Di Peng, 
Andreea Popa, Zhen Quan, Mahshid Rood Neshin, Ivanna S. Moretti, Kailin Sun, Zeynep Tulumen, He Wang, Qicheng Wu, Wei Wu, Xiang Xu, Xiaohan Xu, Funing Yang, Jun 
Yang, Junjia Yu, Muge Yuruten, Hang Zhang, He Zhang, Zhonghao Zhang, Naiqiao Zheng, Yajing Zhou, Michal Zilberberg

Editing by Luisa Montobbio, Distretto Valentino, Politecnico di Torino
Cover: drawing by Luca Malvicino, 2013

Each autor is responsible of the contents of his/her essay.

© Politecnico di Torino, all right reserved
September 2013

ISBN   978-88-8202-044-6



INDEX

OUVERTURES
  1 Director of Studies Presentation
 Paolo Mellano

  2 Preface
	 Luca	Barello	and	Chiara	Devoti

SUPERGA AND THE PARK TODAY
  3 Superga: the Hills, the Natural Park and the Monumental Site
 Routes/Itineraries for the Knowledge and the Interpretation
 Ippolito Ostellino

  4 Superga Park Tour: the Spirit and the Form
 Exercises and Challenges for the Territory re-discovering
 Monica N. Mantelli

HISTORY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE AROUND SUPERGA
  5 Morphological Relations and Settlements in Torino Hills
	 Vittorio	Defabiani

  6 Cultural Heritage in Torino Hills
	 Maria	Vittoria	Cattaneo,	Chiara	Devoti

  7 Torino Hills Historical Territory and Old Cartography for the Analysis
	 Chiara	Devoti

  8 Superga: the Architecture and its Context
	 Maria	Vittoria	Cattaneo

DESIGN TOPICS
  9 Lines, Footprints, Memories. Retracing in Open Spaces as a Design Basis
 Luca Barello

10 Green is changing. Public Parks: Design Choices and Models Activities
 Rachele Vicario

11 Roads and Paths: Design and Use Forms
 Luca Malvicino

12 Between Tradition and Contemporary Architecture
 Fulvio Capurso

HISTORY AND DESIGN STUDIO WORKS
The ways to Superga

 Trail 28-29 from Meisino
 atlas
 atlas synthesis project synthesis
 project   A   B   C  models

 Strada Baldissero
 atlas
 atlas synthesis project synthesis
 project   A   B   C  models

 Tramvia Sassi-Superga
 atlas
 atlas synthesis project synthesis
 project   A   B   C  models

 Around the Basilica
 atlas
 atlas synthesis project synthesis
 project   A   B   C  models

 Strada Superga
 atlas
 atlas synthesis project synthesis
 project   A   B  models

 Trail 65 from San Mauro
 atlas
 atlas synthesis project synthesis
 project   A   B   C  models

 Panoramica
 atlas
 atlas synthesis project synthesis
 project   A   B   C   D  models

 Strada Palucco
 atlas
 atlas synthesis project synthesis
 project   A  models

Authors Profiles



THE WAYS TO SUPERGA



Trail 28-29 from Meisino
The historical 
analysis shows 
the connection 
between 
the different 
elements 
recognized on 
the territory 
and the solution 

adopted in the project. In particular the 
group underlined the visual components 
findable from the trail such as the different 
position of them (front view, backstage, 
etc.): the railway road, with its historical 
brick pillars, the old residences on the 
hills, the panorama and skyline of the city 
are all particulars used to harmonize the 
interventions with the natural and historical 
contest. 
(C.D.,	with	M.V.C.)
The trail is marked by few dramatic 
installations, large objects following the 
topography or interconnected with the 
wood. The gates are organic tunnels, the 
info point a raised nest of crossed branches, 
the view point a platform of trunks in axe 
with the historical road towards France. The 
gate tunnels lay softly on the ground, the 
variety of natural and artificial coverings can 
create different environmental perceptions 
according to the viewer distance. The hikers 
can climb on the info nest to look around 
from a lifted location and experience a close 
meeting with the trees guided by the short 
footbridges. The viewpoint is a cantilevered 
platform aligned to Rivoli Castle and to 
France, as a conceptual synthesis of the Savoy 
Family history and of the Superga settlement. 
(L.B,	with	R.V.,	L.M.)



ATLAS



ATLAS SYNTHESIS



PROJECT SYNTHESIS



PROJECT A



PROJECT B



PROJECT C



MODELS

Viewpoint

Corso Casale Gate

Corso Casale Gate

Info Point
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Strada Baldissero

Starting from 
an important 
settlement 
in the hills 
around Turin, 
Baldissero, 
again organized 
around a small 
mountain, 

dominated by the impressive Baroque 
church (still looking for a famous sign 
and sometimes attributed to some of the 
most relevant Savoy Court Architects), the 
road reach the basilica of Superga passing 
through a relevant series of historical 
elements. First of all, votive chapels signing 
the trail, less monumental, obviously, than 
the range characterizing the main road to 
Superga, but of great interest.
The project aims to recognize and reconnect 
these elements imposing a coordinated 
solution to improve the visibility of the 
starting and arriving point but also re-
drawing the complete road.
(C.D.,	with	M.V.C.)
A single element declined in a set of 
different objects compose the organizing 
structure of a crest road that crosses a 
variety of built and natural landscapes. 
Thin and graphical at the starting gates, 
it merges in open volumes at the resting 
points and folds to the horizontal plane to 
create a intermediate viewpoint platform 
where the wood opens. This simple corten 
steel curve establishes a continuity of 
orientation signs appropriate to guide 
the visitor to Superga along a long and 
sometimes confused road.
(L.B,	with	R.V.,	L.M.)
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Tramvia Sassi-Superga
The conservative approach 
to the historical remaining 
of this group is absolutely 
appreciable, especially 
because of the relevance 
of such elements, like the 
railway original departing 
and arrival stations, but also 
the evidences of the ancient 

infrastructural organization (brick pillars, intermediate 
stations, etc.). The analysis conducted allowed the 
components of the group to recognize the importance of 
the re-funtionalisation of such elements and the possibility 
to reconnect them where the original relation has been 
lost by following transformations. The proposed solutions, 
with underground trail and exhibition of historical pictures 
of the ancient railway road (old photos and sketches) is 
combining modern architecture with old images in a well 
balanced mixture and cultivated analysis. Even the re-
organisation of the ticket office, rediscovering the original 
spaces (unlikely abandoned for “modern” solutions some 
years ago) demonstrates a well understood connection 
with the origins of the infrastructure serving the hills and 
connecting the city with its more emerging monument, 
the basilica of Superga. 
(C.D.,	with	M.V.C.)
Three additions to the main tramway stations open new 
ways to orientate the visitors and their views to the 
surroundings with simple forms composed in articulated 
spaces. The Sassi gate defines a clear entrance to the 
lower station with transparent shelters around the new 
ticket office. An underground passage connects the 
intermediate station to a restored abandoned building, 
spaces hosting a linear exhibition hall where you can 
perceive the woods landscape. On the path from the 
Superga station to the Basilica a zigzagging bridge 
between the trees creates an alternative path that opens 
several visual angles up to the Po valley and the Alps.
(L.B,	with	R.V.,	L.M.)
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Around the Basilica

Despite the 
impressiveness 
of the enormous 
Juvarra’s basilica, 
the project 
underlines the 
immediate contest 
of the historical 
monument without 

involving directly the church, just considered 
as the hub of the composition, but not the 
object. The area surrounding the great religious 
emergence has always been quite neglected 
even if its relevance is absolutely evident. 
The project try so to reconnect this impressive 
architectural composition with the trail arriving 
from the head station of the railway, the car 
parking on the right side and the wood and grass 
area on the back. 
The proposed solutions don’t try to simulate 
themselves or to imitate the historical 
architectural models of the basilica, but they 
emerge for their modern style, more connected 
with the natural contest and the reaching of the 
area problem.
(C.D.,	with	M.V.C.)
A mix of massive and light signs organizes the 
existing complex and irregular system of open 
areas around the Superga Basilica. The entrance 
info point, the view platforms and the lower bar 
are delimited by curved wooden walls that create 
more or less open protected areas: places to stay, 
to get information and to look at the hills around 
the Basilica from a wide range of viewpoints. 
At the southern edge, the parking area flooring 
has a texture that comes out from the existing 
geometries and incorporates curved elements, 
leading to the open round pavilion at its end.
(L.B,	with	R.V.,	L.M.)
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Strada Superga
The road 
connecting 
the town of 
Turin with the 
very emerging 
Basilica of 
Superga at 
the top of the 
hill has an 

historical origin and a well defined track, 
then modified to allow mechanical engines 
to reach the monumental area. Despite the 
intensive use of the road and its importance, 
the system is not so well known and has 
not visible accesses or panel indications 
able to allow the visitors to understand its 
historical relevance. The project tried to 
avoid these lack of communicative improving 
the visibility of the road and the perspective 
points framing the great basilica. The 
solutions are interesting but they don’t really 
reconnect the monument with its historical 
connection to the State capital, Turin. 
(C.D.,	with	M.V.C.)
A double system of milestones composed of 
vertical and horizontal road signs underline 
all the key points along the street: gates 
as light wooden frames, small information 
boxes, coloured lines that give a rhythm to 
the way and call for the visitor attention 
changing their mutual distance. The 
viewpoint and the pavilion are wooden 
structures that project the visitor towards 
the landscape. The first is a  large deck 
divided in four open platforms at different 
levels while the pavilion is a transparent 
partly open  and slightly cantilevered box 
flexible to host various activities. 
(L.B,	with	R.V.,	L.M.)
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Trail 65 from San Mauro
The deep analysis on 
cultural components, 
architectural 
monuments and 
urban organization 
is surely the main 
force of this projects 
in which the few 
projected solutions 

are able to dialogue truly with the contest. Even 
the fairy solution in the deep of the forest is 
not in contrast with the natural assessment but 
underlining the historical trail and proposing new 
ways to use the area. Starting from the important 
settlement of San Mauro (of which the group 
recognize unusual historical values), the trail reach 
the basilica and shows another way to benefit of 
the beautiful Turin hills.
(C.D.,	with	M.V.C.)
The light interventions directly grow from the site 
characteristics and elements, each one able to 
stimulate curiosity without imposing itself upon 
the existing landscape. The gates are series of 
thin steel frames orienting the visitor movement, 
the viewpoints are a platform that extends the 
trail following the topography and an open 
tower with moveable panels to direct the views 
according to the visitors and the seasons. Into the 
woods, signs and info points are strictly tied to 
the trees, long bands that create optical illusions 
with their translucent surface that wraps group 
of trunks. A dedicated bike lane gives bikers the 
chance to enjoy the steeper sections of the hill, 
while pedestrian can safely go on a parallel trail. 
Both can relax and play in the rest area at the 
intersection of three small streams, a playground 
between water and trees with a raised bike track 
and nets of climbing ropes.
(L.B,	with	R.V.,	L.M.)
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Panoramica
The new road, opened 
recently to allow a view 
and panoramic fruition 
of the hills surrounding 
Turin is not an 
exceptional historical 
remaining, but an 
important system of 
connection between 

the back of the hill hosting the basilica of Superga 
and the front facing the city. 
The nowadays dressing of the trail is quite alienating 
if we consider the contest: the choose of the lighters, 
the organization of the sidewalks, the definition of 
the parapets are quite in contrast with the natural 
and architectural contest, with no connection to the 
spectacular viewpoints the trail offer to the walkers 
and drivers. More, the lack of maintenance of the 
natural and planted vegetation is now compromising 
the appreciation of these panoramas.
(C.D.,	with	M.V.C.)
Along the long winding road, several stations 
become the starting points for deeper explorations 
of the surrounding park at different ground levels. 
Built with a common system of opaque and gridded 
timber walls, they point out the main rest areas. 
The road gates are sequences of frames, rest and 
info points are open canopies, the info signs are 
low towers that can host a wide range of panels, 
the bar is the edge of a long elevated path that 
deeply enters the woods and lightly skims the tree 
tops. Two viewpoints play not only with visual 
perceptions: the first one is a  linear theatre box with 
large openings framing the landscape around, the 
second one is a double decked platform projected 
towards the hills. Along the most dangerous turns, 
separated and protected path and bike lanes create 
safe ways for the slower travellers.
(L.B,	with	R.V.,	L.M.)
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Strada Palucco
A specific area, 
historically strongly 
connected with 
the top of the hill, 
where the Basilica 
of Superga stands, 
nowadays nearly 
totally isolated 
and without a 

real, serious, connection. The analysis on the 
historical cartography demonstrates, on the 
contrary, the complex net of roads, trails and 
muletracks originally drawing the area. 
The project aims to recognize the 
misunderstood role of the place and to sew 
again, mending the splits between this area 
and the monumental complex of the basilica, 
through the reorganization of the road and the 
realization of a rest area in Brich Paluch, with 
an open, complex, structure. 
(C.D.,	with	M.V.C.)
An hexagonal frame generates two and three 
dimensional transparent elements that mark 
the short road, underline its main intersections 
and model the main pavilion. 
The linear low walls are an invitation to leave 
the car to explore the surrounding paths, 
especially the one leading to a wide open area, 
main viewpoint towards Torino. 
The clearing becomes a secret garden 
which hosts an open discovery pavilion with 
organically shaped seats.
(L.B,	with	R.V.,	L.M.)
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