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PREFACE 
The 14th International Society of Scientometrics and Informetrics Conference 
takes place at the University of Vienna 15-19 July 2013 and is jointly organised by 
the University of Vienna and the Austrian Institute of Technology (AIT) under the 
auspices of ISSI – the International Society for Scientometrics and Informetrics. 
 
This conference provides an international open forum for scientists, research 
managers, authorities and information professionals to debate the current status 
and advancements of informetric and scientometric theories, concepts and 
indicators. In addition to the traditional evaluative focus, participants will discuss 
practical applications in related fields such as library and information science, 
history of science, philosophy of science, R&D-management, etc. 
 
This conference raises particularly the issues of new metrics (usage metrics and 
altmetrics) as complement to the classical citation metrics and opens the floor to 
discuss manifold aspects: what can really be measured with them as proxies, 
which could turn out to be adequate and robust indicators, and finally which 
reliable data sources are available to retrieve them?  
 
The importance of this topic is underpinned by two plenary sessions. In the first 
one keynote speaker Johan Bollen provides an overview of social network 
services and analyses. In the second one old metrics are contrasted with new 
ones in short introductions by experts (Henk Moed, Juan Gorraiz, Victor 
Henning) and followed by a panel discussion with representatives from research, 
research management and information industry, who will shed light on the pros 
and cons of these indicators from their specific point of view. 
 
The third plenary session deals with an evergreen as much as cumbersome topic, 
namely the methodological and ethical problems of individual-level evaluative 
bibliometrics. Wolfgang Glänzel and Paul Wouters will present "10 things one 
must not do with individual-level bibliometrics" followed by "10 things one can 
do with individual-level bibliometrics", both commented by Henk Moed and 
Gunnar Sivertsen. 
 
The ISSI conference is certainly one of the world’s largest international 
conferences devoted to this field, as is illustrated by the large number of 338 
submissions received this year.  912 authors are affiliated to organisations 
located in 42 countries from all over the world. The top three contributing 
countries are China (149), Spain (129) and the USA (101). Chile, Cuba, Malaysia, 
Sri Lanka and Ukraine are represented by at least one author, too.  



 

All contributions were evaluated by at least three reviewers of the International 
and Local Committees. Thereof only 145 (107 full papers and 38 research in 
progress papers) could be accepted for oral presentations. 36 sessions run in 
parallel thrice a day in groups of four covering the gamut  from “citation 
analysis” to “open access”. In addition, 107 posters are shown in two dedicated 
poster sessions. 
All oral presentations and posters can be found in the conference proceedings. 
 
Moreover, four tutorials either deal with several mapping tools (like e.g. “Sci2” 
and “Citespace”) or address the unification issue of organizations, whereas four 
pre-conference workshops focus on information retrieval, topic extraction 
methods, standards for classifications, and bibliometric analysis for funding 
agencies. The pre-conference day is complemented by a doctoral forum. 
 
By organising the 14th International Conference in Vienna we hope not only to 
extend the tradition of the ISSI conferences as one of the most important 
international meeting points for the scientometric and bibliometric community, 
but also to promote the respective on-going activities in Austria.  
 
Our thanks go to the ISSI board for their trust and their constant support, all the 
contributors for their submissions, the members of the Local and International 
Committee for their reviewing effort as well as the sponsors for their generous 
financial support. 
We are particulary grateful for the engagement of Heike Faustmann, Alfred 
Kerschenbauer, Nikolaus Ortner, Johannes Sorz, Silvia Steinbrunner, and Maria-
Elisabeth Züger. 
 
Last but not least each conference should also be a feast for all senses. Every 
endeavour has been made to not only put together an outstanding scientific 
programme, but also to organize interesting and diverse social events, which will 
allow you to embrace the beauty and cultural richness of Vienna and its 
surroundings. 
 

We wish you a great time at the 14th International Society of Scientometrics and 
Informetrics Conference! 
 
 

Juan Gorraiz, Edgar Schiebel, Christian Gumpenberger,  
Marianne Hörlesberger, and Henk Moed 
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