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In 1906, the tomb of the ancient
Egyptian architect Kha was discovered
intact near the Valley of the Kings. The
tomb yielded several objects that would
have been used by the architect,
including cubit rods and a leveling device
that resembles a modemn set square. But
the tomb also contained a mystery: An
oddly shaped, hollow wooden object with
a hinged lid baffled archaeologists as to
its function.

For over 100 years, the strange object
was labelled as a case that had probably
once held another leveling instrument or a balancing scale. But now an Italian physicist has
suggested that it is not really a case at all. Instead, she believes it is the world’s first example of
a protractor.

Amelia Sparavigna is a physicist at Turin Polytechnic. Based on numbers encoded in the
canings on the Egyptian object’s surface, Sparavigna believes it could have been used to
determine the incline of certain angles. The numbers resemble a compass rose, with 16 evenly
spaced petals surrounded by a circular zigzag shape with 36 corners. When the straight side of
the object is laid on an angle, Sparavigna believes that a plumb line would show its inclination
on the circular dial.

What we know about the Egyptians adds some creedence to Sparavigna’s theory. The fraction
one-sixteenth is used in a calculus system the Egyptians had knowledge of. The Egyptians also
recognized 36 star groups called the decans, which were later used to form the basis of a star
clock. From this, Sparavigna believed the object was a protractor that had two scales, one
based on Egyptian fractions, and the other based on decans.

However, where Egyptian history provides some support for Sparavigna, it also provides a
critique. Kate Spence, a specialist in Egyptian architecture at the University of Cambridge
believes the object is nothing more than a decorative case. One of the most fascinating aspects
about the Egyptians was how mathematically precise they were in their construction. Measuring
instruments used by the Egyptians have a precedent of being tremendously accurate. The
object from Kha's tomb? Not so much. According to Spence the number carvings aren’t nearly
as accurate as they would be on typical Egyptian tools.

We may never know exactly what the strange object was used for, but regardless of whether or
not the Egyptians invented the first protractor, there is still no doubt they rocked at math, and
the object still serves as a testament to Kha and the ingenuity of ancient Egypt’s architects.

(Ma New Scientist)

Follow us on Twitter.

Sign up for Geekosystem's daily newsletter.

Like liked this.

Showing 0 comments

Sortby | Oldest first

Subscribe by email Subscribe by RSS

Ottieni il mas.éimo
dal Web con
2\, WINDOWS XP

sanns

SCARICA

21 THINGS YOU PROBABLY
DIDN'T THINK EHOW COULD
TEACH YOU

Did you know that deep within the advice platform
eHow are some seriously weird tutorials? Like how
to vanquish and summon Balthazar? Or how to fail
to succeed? Ever wanted to be like Ke$ha?
Because eHow has you covered.

FOLLOW US

Geekosystem on Facebook
Like

8,589 people like Geekosystem.

Vanessa Kristinaa Lauren Pretty Luis

NeKeidra Jorge Robert David Juan 8slo>

Facebook social plugin

GEEKOLINKS
Apple now has more cash than the US
government (The Atlantic)

$25 PC goes into alpha production
(Geek.com)

$6,400 grapes (Mogulite)

Another fun Android vs. iPhone story
(Betabeat)

10 everyday foods with disgusting
ingredients (BuzzFeed)

6 silly sounding jobs that are way harder
than you think (Cracked)

Underwater invisibility cloak leaves much



to be desired (Engadget)

Add New Comment »» More links
Optional: Login below.
MOST POPULAR POSTS

o The 65 Best Planking Pictures From
m;lna. Around the World

1 21 Amazing Minecraft Creations

It Is Now Possible to Rent the Entire
_ g -] Country of Liechtenstein for
| $70,000/Night

Stori IR 12 Animated GIFs That Can Be Used
Related Stories RN to Replace Conversation

/A Researchers Create Glowing Dog
: That Can Be Turned On and Off

NEWSLETTER
Sign up for the Geekosystem newsletter:
The White House Nyan Cats From Best Hotels foran New Technology I I
Rickrolled Some  Around the World Affair Can Perform a
Guy on Twitter (Geekosystem) (Concierge.com) Drug Test Using o I
(Geekosystem) Fingerprints Tips? Email us:
(Geekosystem) i geekosystem.com

...or submit a tip 100% anonymously.

Con Vodafone ADSL, inclusa
Internet Key per navigare

anche in vacanza

Ple |y Uty click here for advertising cpportunities

THE Congress Should Really Let Stephen Colbert Make All the LOTR References [Video]

A .
“Wv @WE Things We Saw Today: When Batman and Math Meet

Odd CNBC Segment Demands Wall Street Bar Cart
BSkyB to Shareholders: Sorry about the Murdoch Thing, Here's $1.6B

o2

Bill Maher To Panel On Norway Gunman: ‘He’s A Christian Terrorist’
Bill Maher: Hasn’t Obama Signed His Own Death Warrant As A Candidate For 20127

WATCH: Britney Spears’ Niece Maddie Sings “Up N’ Down”
Charlie Sheen Loves Denise Richards’ New Book!

LeBron James’ Stunt Double Has A New Job Coaching In The Lingerie Basketball League
A Former Chicago Bull Doesn’t Seem Too Worried About Being Caught Up In A Prostitution Ring

Is Kate Middleton Going To Be A Bridesmaid In Zara Phillips’ Wedding?
StyleDish: GQ Ranks The 30 Most Stylish Music Videos

©2011 Geekosystem, LLC | About Us | Advertise | Self-Serve Advertising | Newsletter | Jobs | Privacy | User Agreement | Disclaimer | Power Grid FAQ | Contact | Archives | RSS
Dan Abrams, Founder | Power Grid by Sound Strategies | Hosting by Datagram



