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Industrial Archeology and Waldensian Valleys: Identi-
ty, Conservation and Enhancement of an Alpine Border 
Heritage
Riccardo Rudiero

Politecnico di Torino – Department of Architecture and Design

riccardo.rudiero@polito.it

KEYWORDS: industrial archaeology, industrial landscape, Waldensian Valleys, Chisone Valley.

ABSTRACT
The industrial and proto-industrial heritage of the Chisone, Germanasca and Pellice valleys, near the town 
of Pinerolo (TO) – known as the Waldensian Valleys for the large presence of the homonymous Evangelical 
Church – features important evidences that can be traced even at the Modern Age: milling, stone and metal 
extraction, and lately, linked to the production of yarn, cloths and mechanical activities, have bequeathed 
buildings and set of buildings of great relevance (also in state of ruin) and, in some cases, comparable 
with considerable international realities. The greater number of the valleys industries stood along the 
bed of the rivers and their tributaries, and, for the most part, ancillary works to plants (especially those 
of supply and use of water, from pipes to closings, supply reservoirs of hydroelectric power plants and 

studies of inventory and conservation proposals; these last in particular, have directly involved the local 

and intertwines with the testimony of industrial archeology. Moreover, recent and reliable studies have 
highlighted the close relationship between industrial activity and the presence of the Waldensian Church 
(in fact, many entrepreneurial families came from central Europe, and were of reformed religion), and the 
different approach towards work in factory than the Catholic community. This contribution is therefore 
intended to provide a reading of the industrial heritage tying him to the religious communities of the 

connecting the production complexes with works of charity and places of worship. At last, I would like to 
suggest a promotion connected with the roads and the international phenomenon of attesting of these 
industries, suggesting new conservation and advertising methods, aimed to a responsible tourism in larger 
scale, also availing of study cases examples.

1. Introduction

Pellice, Chisone and Germanasca alpine valleys, near the town of Pinerolo (TO), are com-
monly known as the Waldensian valleys. This strong semantic characterization highlights an 
important identity factor, detectable in the religious component: since late Medieval times 
the Valdes of Lyon message was professed in these valleys by the people. It still persists in 
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of industrialization (nineteenth century). For the abundance of water, the valleys were some 

2. The industrial system of the Waldensian Valleys

The two aforementioned identity factors raise the question if there is a direct correlation 

-
-

-
-

-

-

-
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Therefore, industries play a dichotomous role in the Waldensian identity, and this is also re-

-

3. Project proposals: the industrial sector for the conservation and enhancement of the Valleys’ cultural 
heritage

-

-

-
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For example, we remember the aforementioned project “Ecomuseo delle miniere e della valle 
Germanasca” of Prali; the association “Ecomuseo delle attività industriali di Perosa Argentina 

Perosa; The “Ski Rochon” Museum of San Germano Chisone, where a small section of it is de-
voted to the activities of the Widemann cotton mill; the “Museo della Storia della meccanica e 
del Cuscinetto” of Villar Perosa. The latter in particular is a highly distinctive and catalyst ele-
ment of the whole Val Chisone: it is an expression of the entrepreneurial ability of the Agnelli 

works and political action. The city government is currently preparing a memory circuit of this 
family through the systematization of their historical places, and the setting of a permanent 
exhibition entitled “l’Avvocato e la sua Valle” in the building called “Finestra sulle Valli”.
However, despite the abundance of cultural value initiatives there is a disorganized global 
management of this industrial heritage, and from many quarters is invoked its systematization 
to give a turn at the cultural and tourist promotion of the Valleys.
To overcome this, recently the municipal administrations of lower Val Chisone and Val Ger-
manasca, in synergy with associations and cultural institutions such as Italia Nostra, CeSMAP 
(Centro Studi e Museo d’Arte Preistorica) of Pinerolo and local museums, are developing 
a project proposal, both cultural and touristic, to promote knowledge, conservation and 
enhancement of this industrial heritage through systematizing productive complexes and net-
working them with other attractions (historical, artistic, naturalistic, etc...).
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The project idea designates as main stakeholder the inhabitants of the valleys. This would 
create a widespread museum that does not aim to the exclusive enhancement of material 
testimony, but also of the environment and local knowledge. Close attention will be given to 
students, in order to understand the natural and social environment, the industrial process 
and the substantial weight had on the landscape formation. The project envisages the estab-
lishment of a media and lower Val Chisone cultural pole, linked in particular to Gütermann 
and Widemann families and, above all, the Agnelli family, which constitutes a focal point with a 
large attractiveness. this system should be put in relation with Val Pellice’s and Pinerolo’s ones, 

The project can be considered the stimulus for a territorial promotion on a larger scale. In 
fact, the industrial path can be the attraction pole for other itineraries (from the naturalistic 
to the prehistoric one) and the opportunity for the enhancement of the historic villages of 
the Valleys.Another important factor is that the Chisone Valley is an area of transit to and 
from France. It will be important to increase the use of alternative transport system, promot-

-

certainly be an opportunity factor. Furthermore, the proximity to Turin and to the great ski 

this multidisciplinary context, in which the preservation of the culture, the direct population 
and students participation and the touristic activity are focal points of the project, may con-
stitute a good opportunity to create new socio-economic development for the Valleys, indis-
solubly linked in a more conscious knowledge of the territory and its numerous resources.
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