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Four Venues of the Torino 2006 Winter Olympic Games

IRYEME. 552 /Davide Vero
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Ice Hockey Arena, Torino, Italy, 2005
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This big new urban space has become a synonym of
the transformation of an area previously occupied by
the former Municipal Stadium, the Maratona Tower,
and by the Monumental Swimming Pool, which were
built for the 1933 Lictorian Games.

The new project for the Winter Olympic
Games connected the new Ice Hockey Arena with
existing heritage buildings, and redesigned the
southern edge of the huge Piazza d’Armi park with
new sports infrastructure, recently improved by
a new Swimming Palace.The relationship between
these buildings is not only visual, but is first and
foremost dimensional and symbolic. The same
proportions of the Arena, designed by Arata
Isozaki, are used in the field across from the venue;
similarly, the Arena keeps the same height as the
Olympic Stadium, which creates a multilayered
building. On the ground floor, the entrances are
situated. At the lowered level (-7.5 meters) the ice
hockey rink is placed, while seating is located above
and below the ground floor.

This design solution originated from an analysis
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of the movements of people, and from a desire for
post-Olympic reuse; in particular, a multi-purpose
use is granted by the movable bleachers and by the
ceiling.

This internal dynamism enhances the
external facade, organized as a pattern of steel
panels, randomly interrupted by horizontal
windows. This metal shell highlights the concept
of a rectangular box emerging from a base
made of concrete and glass. Outside, the urban
space creates an interface for the new and the
old buildings; in front of the Arena, this space

becomes a plaza and a park.[]

Ui H {5 5. /Credits and Data

TJRE/Purpose: JKEKTE/Ice Hockey Arena
EHRFEEIFT/Principal Architect: /LIE#T/Arata Isozaki
KA /Project Team: Arata Isozaki & Associates Co. Ltd.,
ARCHA s.p.a., ARUP s.r.l., Giuseppe Gasparo Amaro, Marco
Brizio

7%/ Approx. Cost: € 88,000,000
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BUEhY, #R, BARA
Olympic Village, Torino, Italy, 2006
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The new athletes' village transformed an entire
portion of the city. The project converted an area
located in the southern outskirts of Torino, adjacent
to a railway station and facing the former FIAT-
Lingotto factory, which was rehabilitated by Renzo
Piano in the 1980s. This project has created a new
hub, based on the existing rationalist structure
of the MOI (Torino's former wholesale vegetable
market). The project has also assumed a historic and
symbolic value, becoming an element of industrial
heritage and also a service for athletes and citizens.

The continuity with the urban fabric was
provided by a design of the entire area, which
extended the grid produced by the MOI and
rendered a shared plan. Several teams of designers
from all over Europe designed the new houses,
producing a diversified aggregation of architectural
languages in various forms and types. Their main
goal was to create a unique neighbourhood not only
for the Olympic events but, most importantly, for
post-Olympic use.

The most visible element of this transformation

1-4 ERR L P B IEAS/Olympic Village, Torino ( & Fr3KJE/Credits: Studio Rosental and Davide Vero )
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is the red supporting archway of the pedestrian
bridge, a gateway to the city and a structure that
links the athletes' village with the Lingotto factory.
Changes should always link with the past, especially
in the design of landscape, buildings and symbols.[]

Y5i F 1 )5, /Credits and Data

Ihfe/Purpose: I HHHVIEEN AT . ARSSHORILATHR/
Athletes' urban village, service center and pedestrian bridge
EFFEIRIT/Principal Architect: Benedetto Camerana

BT HIBN/Project Team: AIA architectes, Studio Derossi
Associati, Hugh Dutton Associés, Faber Maunsell Ltd.,
Studio Inarco; Angela Maccianti, Carlo Perego di Cremnago,
Agostino Politi, PRODIM s.rl, Giorgio Rosental, Studio
Steidle und Partners

i //Approx. Cost: € 140,000,000
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Medail Athletes' Village, Bardonecchia, Italy, 2006
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1 JFAH AT 7 #56%/ The former sun therapy center 2-4 FJLEE) Fkf/Medail Athletes' Village (1-4 & F3kiE/Credits: Studio A.S.)

36 WA 2015/09

p026-0437732-SJJZ-2-K6C3a5Ké.indd 36

The Medail Athletes' Village is located in
Bardonecchia at an altitude of 1312 meters, and it was
used to house the athletes who took part in various
competitions during the Olympic Games. The central
building, which had been originally designed by Gino
Levi-Montalcini and built between 1937 and 1939 as
a heliotherapy colony, serves as the village's starting
point. The layout is structured following a Greek
fret, and the complex is composed of six elements,
characterized by horizontal lines and massive wings,
and organised around a central courtyard.

The former sun therapy centre originally
represented an important example of Modernist
Architecture, and it served as a landmark of
Italian architecture during the Fascist Regime. The
forms and the materials were influenced by the
symbolic intentions of the project and also by the
economic scarcity of the period. As a consequence,
the employed materials, such as the bricks, stone
and wood, were locally sourced. In the following
years the complex faced abandonment and some
transformation, as well as a change in spaces,

materials, colours, and architectural forms.

o

The purpose of this project aimed at restoring
the original language of the building, and to create
additional accommodations in both existing and
new structures.

Thanks to a philological approach an integration
between restoration and new functions has been possible,
bringing to light the original architectural characters, with
a continuous dialogue with the new parts. []

Wi H{% K. /Credits and Data

{1 /Location: 73§42y, B2 N l/Bardonecchia, Susa
Valley

LRE/Purpose: IFFIZAN G (MR, IF=t. B H=ALN
E#& ) /Athletes' mountain village (snowboard, skeleton,
freestyle and luge)

EFFEIR/Principal Architect: Sintecna s.r.l.

&A1 /Project Team: Paolo Napoli, Consuelo Orza, Base
Engineering s.r.l,, Loredana Dionigio, Maria Pia Orsini,
Studio Pession Associato, Tetra Studio Architetti Associati,
EL s.rl, Metec s.r.]l,, Impro s.rl, Golden Associates s.r.l,
Studio Abacus s.a.s.

PUfT151t/Executive Design: Studio A.S. Architetti Associati
JikZ</Approx. Cost: € 28,000,000
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HEE, HhARTE, BERR
Ski Jumps, Pragelato, Italy, 2005
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The realization of trampolines for ski jump
is both complex and problematic. After a series
of careful considerations, the 2006 Olympics
Committee chose Pragelato, a village in the
Chisone Valley at an altitude of 1518 meters. It
was a strategic choice, both for its geographical
location and for some morphological aspects. The
project purposely grouped the five trampolines into
two blocks, a first block consists of the two large
competition ski jumps, while a second block the
remaining three, which were used for training. This
operation helped to curb further deforestation of
the area, which is extensively covered in larches.
These trees create scenery and a natural barrier for
the athletes against the wind.

The intent to preserve the outline of the
mountainside, which was done in order to
camouflage the site as much as possible, had to
come to terms with the rules and regulations of the
Olympic standards, which required strict precision
and an analysis of the aerodynamic behaviour of the
athletes.

The different overlapping outlines of the

complex attempted to reduce excavations and earth-
moving; this same principle was adopted in the
other construction works, such as the warm-up area
for the athletes, the starting area, the judges tower
and the hotel. The layout took into consideration
the Chisone stream as an asset to preserve and

protect.[]

UiH {55 /Credits and Data

(17 #/ Location: EEZRINZS, HHiZ8HFE/Pragelato, Chisone
Valley

TJRE/Purpose: 1518 N2 15if/ Trampolines and services for
ski jump

FEF# TH2ITi/Principal Engineers: Studio Tecnico Diego
Pedrolli

&1 BN /Project Team: Pietro Vanzo, Wolfgang Happle,

Soc. Sintecna s.rl., Giorgio Mar¢, Stefano Seita, Marco

Zocco/AT Studio Associato
k7 /Approx. Cost: € 35,000,000

1 ut5t/Distant view
2 V5 251E/Ski jumps
(1.2 B F3RiE/Credits: AT Studio Associato )
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