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Captions
Figure 1- Evolution of Luoyang City, by the author, 2025.

Figure 2 - Roof Plans and Ground Floor Plans of Xiaoxihu, by Xiaoxihu
Research Group, 2025.
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How can alocalized typo-morphological framework be
Constructed to interpret the Typo-morphological transition
of Luoyang Old Town and to propose Urban regeneration
strategies grounded in Building typology and Urban
mophorlogy continuity?

As one of the cradles of Chinese civilization, Henan Province has long held a central
andinfluential positionin China’s political, cultural, and economic history. Throughout
millennia, it has served as a heartland of dynastic power and a vital region for the
continuous development of urban form, architectural traditions, and cultural identity.
However, due to the combined effects of historical disruptions, prolonged economic
decline, and institutional limitations, the protection and development of its historic and
cultural districts—particularly in cities like Luoyang, the capital of thirteen dynasties—are
now facingincreasingly severe and complex challenges.

The Historical and Cultural Blocks in Luoyang Old Town still retain arich typo-
morphological structure characterized by traditional building types, spatial layouts, and
layered cultural memory. These features make them one of the Central Plains region’s
most representative and historically valuable urban heritage areas. However, inrecent
decades, rapid urban expansion, insufficient and inconsistent funding, a persistent
shortage of qualified professionals, and a general lack of public awareness and
engagement have led to widespread neglect, progressive degradation, and, in some
cases, irreversible destruction of these valuable historical assets.

This study focuses on Core Areas in the Eastern, Western, and Southern Historical and
Cultural Blocks of Luoyang Old Town, examining their typo-morphological transition from
the late 19th century to the present. It systematically investigates typo-morphological
transformations across multiple dimensions, including route, built lot, building
arrangement, structural arrangement, building type, and buildings and land utilization.
The research adopts a cross-cultural analytical framework that integrates the typo-
morphological theories of the Conzenian and Muratori-Caniggia schools, combining
extensive field investigations in Luoyang, historical cartographic analysis, spatial
mapping, and a mixed-methods approach involving both qualitative interpretation and
quantitative measurement. Based on this integrated methodology, the study constructs
an analytical framework tailored to the specific characteristics of Chinese historical and
cultural blocks.

Theoretically, the research contributes to the localization and adaptation of typo-
morphological theory in China, helping to bridge the gap between established Western
models and Chinese urbanrealities. It proposes conservation and renewal strategies
grounded in typo-morphological transition, offering a feasible model to support

the adaptive regeneration and cultural revival of the Eastern, Western, and Southern
Historical and Cultural Blocks of Luoyang Old Town. More broadly, the study responds
to the imbalance between cultural richness and research scarcity in the Central Plains,
aiming to establish a solid empirical foundation and conceptual basis for protecting and
transforming historical urban areas in contemporary China.

Ultimately, this research seeks to formulate a regeneration framework that balances

the transmission of historical value with the demands of contemporary urban vitality,
contributing to the sustainable conservation and high-quality development of Luoyang’s
historical and cultural blocks.

#luoyang old town, #typo-motphology, #transition
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