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THE ARCHITECTURE OF COMMUNITY. THE CASE OF
BARCELONA COHOUSING UNDER GRANT-OF-USE

Ludovica
Rolando

Cycle
36° - PoliTo Grant

Year
2020 - 2023

Supervisors
Matteo Robiglio, Salvador Gilabert Sanz, Raul
Pere Avilla Royo

Research Group
FULL - Future Urban Legacy Lab, Theory of
the Architectural Project

The housing debate typically focuses on increasing the
quantity of available housing to improve adequacy and
affordability, not considering the potential of community
living. Community living, a form of communal living that
involves sharing living spaces and resources, has been
practised across different cultures since the dawn of
civilisation. The idea of living in a close-knit community
to pool resources and unlock a variety of benefits is as
old as humanity itself. Reducing private space in favour
of shared ones means access to large, quality spaces
and facilities at a lower cost. Additionally, shared spaces
can offer a network of mutual aid, care, and a sense of
community often lacking in modern urban living. Today a
re-emergence of co-housing models (Tummers, 2016) is
acknowledged as a possible solution to counteract so-
cial and demographic changes, isolation, political issues
such as housing commodification and the decline of so-
cial welfare systems, as well as concerns for the climate
crisis.

Collaborative housing has been adopted by many resear-
chers and practitioners over the last decades as an um-
brella term to encompass a wide variety of housing forms.
The terms and definitions used for co-housing and other

Vestbro, 2010). Among the different models of shared
living that fall under the umbrella term “collaborative hou-
sing’”, this research focuses specifically on cohousing.

Cohousing was born during the late Sixties due to a radi-
cal contestation of current lifestyles and the quest for dif-
ferent solutions to market or residential policies (McCa-
mant & Durrett, 1988). The “Housing Revolution” of the
1970s marked a paradigm shift from a deterministic point
of view to a pluralistic perspective, where the future inha-
bitants contribute to the design, tailoring it to their needs
and values. This approach is part of a broader cultural
shift (Harvey, 1989), including architectural practice. The
study of the work of architects such as Habraken, Turner,
Ward, and De Carlo offers a critical reflection on archi-
tectural design as a process in which future users are
actively involved. This contribution occurs during the de-
sign and the building's lifetime, foreseeing that the archi-
tectural projects can adapt to the use change over time.
The openness of buildings (Habraken, 1972) or, more
generally, the indefiniteness of artefacts (Eco, 1962) and
other strategies linked to the concept of flexibility (Forty,

forms of shared housing are often contradictory or simply Habraken, N. J. (1972) Supports: An Alternative to Mass Housing, London: Routledge
overlapping, and the field lacks an accepted categorisa— H_a_gbert. P. et al. (eds) (2020) Contemporary co—hogsmg in Europe: towards sustainable
. . cities? London ; New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group.

tion. Thereforeu par‘t of the research has been dedicated Lefebvre, H. (first ed. 1974) The Production of Space, Nicholson-Smith, Donald (Translated
to the study of the definition of cohousing and a taxo- by). New Jersey: Wiley-Blackwell, (Ed.1991)

nomy of collaborative housing sub-terms with different Rolaqdo, I._., (20122)‘ How we will live together? A Comparative Analysis of Housing Coo-

" . . peratives in Zurich and Barcelona. TECHNE, n.24.
Sha”ng methods (Babos et al, 2020; Tummers, 2016; Tummers, L. (2016) Re-Emergence of Co-Housing in Europe, Urban Studies, May 2: 1-18
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2004) lead to thinking of architecture in a transformative perspective and
are the room for user’s intervention from a productive point of view. The
housing project is, therefore, the result of a collective agency, dynamic be-
cause of its capacity to transform itself over time, and political because of
the relationships established between those who inhabit it (Lefebvre, 1974).
Cohousing is regarded as a tool for testing how this perspective and desi-
gn process is materialised through architectural design. Even if cohousing
origins can be traced back to the secular history of utopian communities
and communitarian movements (Jarvis, 2011; Vestbro & Horelli, 2012), its
current form originated in Denmark, related to the realisation of the com-
munity Skraplanet (1973). It first spread to Scandinavian countries and the
Netherlands, then to Continental Europe and English-speaking countries in
the 1990s, and only from the 2000s to Southern Europe (Bianchi, 2020;
Hagbert et al,, 2020).

The expansion in Southern European countries has yet to be studied: sy-
stematic research with listing and data on cohousing projects needs to be
included. Political issues, such as the struggle for the right to housing and
the debate against the commodification and financialisation of the real esta-
te market (Madden & Marcuse, 2016; Rolnik, 2019), social and demographic
phenomena, such as the dissolution of the modern nuclear family and plu-
ralisation of family fabric, a more significant fragmentation of society and

the loss of minute welfare system (Allen et al, 2004; Aureli & Giudici, 2016;
Tomka, 2013; Tosi, 1994), but also ecology and environmental sustainability
issues (Giorgi, 2020) have increased the attention and demand for collabo-
rative housing models also in the Southern European context. Therefore, the
research aims to contribute to the knowledge of the state of the art of the
cohousing phenomenon in Southern Europe.

The investigation is carried out by a multiple case studies methodology with
mixed methods. The cross-qualitative and quantitative methodology inte-
grates the formal analysis of buildings and quantitative data with extensi-
ve fieldwork and ethnographic methods. Recurrent design strategies and
architectural characteristics are analysed through design research and the
critical re-drawing of the selected projects. Quantitative indicators compare
contemporary case studies regarding scale, program and surfaces, density,
and development time. Qualitative research methods such as fieldwork and
ethnography are also applied. The primary sources accessed are buildings
visits, architectural drawings, interviews and a survey; the secondary sour-
ces comprehend bibliographical sources and desktop research. Data are
collected, analysed, and documented in reports for individual case studies.
Afterwards, a cross-case analysis is realised.

Relevance is given to the case study of Barcelona as a paradigmatic case
(Flyvbjerg, 2006). Among the most relevant European cases analysed, Bar-
celona stands as the one that is more explicitly focusing on cohousing, able
to transform a bottom-up model into a systematic production in just a few
years. Nowadays, it is the city in Southern Europe with the highest number
of cohousing projects — seven built and 23 under development (COPHAB,
2023) — thanks to the collective action of communities of citizens, coope-
ratives, foundations, technical experts, and public actors. These initiatives
combine excellent architectural quality, flexibility of use and wide typologi-
cal variety, low costs and low environmental impact with collective self-pro-
duction and self-management of the project. Originating as a grassroots
movement, cohousing production has been systematised thanks to the in-
tervention of the public actor by land leases and other incentives.

The study explores the nature and characteristics of the cohousing model.
However, it focuses mainly on the design strategies and typological configu-
rations adopted in the architectural projects, how these have been defined
through a collective decision-making process, and how spaces are used
and appropriate during post-occupancy. The research aspires to verify how
cohousing design strategies foster social relationships (Williams, 2005) and
how the collective agency that characterised these project processes has
driven the architectural innovation of housing types. The anticipated impacts
of the investigation are the outline of collaborative housing terms taxonomy
and definitions, to draw a picture of the state of the art of cohousing in
Southern Europe and to provide guidelines about cohousing design strate-
gies for future applications.
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ACC LECTURES

Riccardo Biondi, Saskia Gribling, Francesca La Monaca

The ACC (Architecture Construction City) Lecture Series is an open cycle of
conferences offered as an elective course within the Bachelor and Master
curricula in Architecture at Politecnico di Torino. Since 2019, each year it
is curated by a group of DASP PhD students who have the opportunity to
thoroughly propose and organize it with a twofold purpose and effect. On
the one hand, it represents a direct teaching experience within the PhD
curriculum, where all aspects, from the discussed topics to the student's
assignments, are self-organized and managed by the doctoral candidates;

on the other, it is thought of as a “bridge course” where a hands-on approach
and strong involvement of practitioners brings the academic conversation
to be confronted with the practice and its common issues. The talk series
was born to stimulate a common debate within the architecture department
across years and disciplines, aiming to be accessible not only to students
involved in the course. That is why it keeps being held weekly during the
lunch break on a chosen day, available also through a live youtube channel,
to open up the possibility for professors and interested people to participate
in a triggering discussion.

Renowned international scholars and practitioners are invited to give cle-
ar-cut and sometimes provocative speeches according to the edition’s the-
mes. Among others, radical architect, artist and educator Sandi Hilal, the
Belgian multi-disciplinary collective Traumnouvelle, and the Italian collective
Fosbury Architecture have been guests in the recent editions. The discus-

00140 DASP ACTIVITIES

sion which usually follows encompasses a greater spectrum of topics, from
the role of architecture as a discipline in a constant climatic crisis regime to
the disciplinary, linguistic or ontological gaps it could encounter, as well as
challenges and dilemmas typical of the architectural practice, which often
elicit a complex relationship characterized by both admiration and dissati-
sfaction with the profession.

These lectures not only address the pressing concerns of the younger ge-
neration but also introduce alternative pedagogical approaches by systema-
tically integrating practitioners into the academic realm. In this sense, the
ACC Lecture Series has brought forward something relatively uncommon
in the Italian university, fostering an inclusive dialogue among students from
various academic backgrounds, allowing them to engage actively with spe-
cialists who can bring diverse perspectives beyond the conventional acade-
mic instruction offered by the university.
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Cosa si cela dietro un edificio?

Come trasformiamo lo spazio che abitiamo?

Chi cambia forma alla citta?

e 0 ;
guardiamo il mondo?
Come si abita I'ambiente alpino?
Com’e fatta la citta della globalizzazione?

Un edificio sa schiudersi?

Foto: Dornbirn, Vorarlberg, Austria
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E U RO PEAN R ES EARC H E RS’ the character of a learning community that the Ph.D. program aims to ac-
quire both internally and, on a larger scale, as an active element capable of
N |G HT significantly communicating and contributing to the city's everyday life. In-
deed, the work of a doctoral program remains often confined to the “hidden
places” (the library, the archives, the laboratories...) where the research is
mainly conducted.
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Elena Giaccone
BOTANICO .
le llltt!el.l,vl.S - Torino (TO)

The U*Night (the European Researchers’ Night) has been an occasion to
present the doctoral program in Architecture. History and Project to a wider
audience and as part of a broad network of learning and cultural institutions
operating in Turin. Some Ph.D. students participated in the Researchers’
Corner on the 1st of October 2022, aiming to shape a place of discussion
between researchers from diverse disciplines, future students interested in
the teaching paths offered by Politecnico, and the citizenship at large. The
moment was conceived, in particular, to highlight and raise awareness about

The doctoral program in Architecture. History and Project has a multidisci-
plinary character, dealing with building and architecture discipline, urban
studies, design theory, and knowledge from different perspectives. Taking
up the challenge to capture the attention of the public by presenting a diffe-
rentiated spectrum of research in a nutshell, some Ph.D. students gave voice
to the diverse research groups existing within the department, shaping the
image of an archipelago of heterogeneous but interconnected topics, also
involving institutions beyond the Politecnico di Torino.
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DASP LUNCH SEMINARS

Federica Joe Gardella, Ludovica Rolando

Cultivating basic (curiosity-driven) research is one of the purposes of a doc-
toral program, along with training in the methods of inquiry that are specific
to each knowledge and practice. However, a doctoral program also has the
purpose of educating and igniting peer-to-peer dialogue on topics that are
significant, either because -innovative- they await us in the future, or becau-
se -far removed in traditions of study- they prompt us from the past.

In the spring semester of 2022, the “DASP Lunch Seminars” initiative ope-
ned the doctoral activities for discussion, first of all among the doctoral stu-

dents of the different cycles with each other and with the members of the
teaching board, but also with researchers, experts and scholars from outside
the doctoral community.

In a sequence of 12 meetings, at Friday lunchtime, the seminars provided a
platform for public discussions on projects and histories, cities and proces-
ses, techniques and societies, models, innovation, and much more. During
each session, three or four doctoral students representing each cycle (the
XXXV in the closing phase, the XXXVI in the crucial study phase, and the
XXXVI in the exploratory phase), presented their research progress while
establishing thematic connections among the three investigations, so as to
share and discuss them with specially invited speakers and other meeting
participants.

The professors and invited external guests played the role of discussants,

00144 DASP ACTIVITIES

offering valuable comments and feedbacks on the doctoral students’ work.
The purpose of these seminars was to engage in operational discussions
about the ongoing research, particularly with individuals who may not be
familiar with the methods or topics being studied.

The main characteristic and challenge of the DASP Lunch Seminars was
to identify methodological or thematic similarities among research projects
from different cycles, belonging to different research groups, and dealing
with different methodologies and topics. The doctoral students, therefore,
had the opportunity to exchange views with their peers to find commonali-
ties to build a shared discourse. While this aspect presented difficulties, it
also offered an opportunity for comparison, enrichment, and clarity regar-
ding the research’s cornerstones, the specificities of each work, and the
cross-cutting issues. Although attendance was not mandatory, all the docto-
ral students participated in the seminars with great enthusiasm.

DASP ACTIVITIES
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“‘PROGETTI & STORIE" PUBLI-
CATION SERIES

Costanza Lucarini

As a PhD program, we recently evaluated the idea to establish our own pu-
blishing series. “Progetti & Storie. Ricerche e materiali dal dottorato in archi-
tettura” was born to collect studies, research and considerations both on ar-
chitectural project and architectural history. Its focus, indeed, is on methods
and practices concerning the whole architectural process: how to conceive
it, how to draw it, how to build it, how to deal with it. These topics are in fact
at the heart of the contemporary scientific debate in the architectural field,
thus representing an ideal background and the epistemological foundation

of this publishing series. Among the editorial products, the series is aimed
at gathering: collective volumes on specific topics that have emerged during
PhD initiatives; original research developed in the PhD program; re-editions
and translations of works that have once again been brought to light by that
research.

The series first volume, published in 2022, is the final result of a PhD course
concerning architectural design pedagogy. It takes its cue from seven labo-
ratories that took place in Politecnico di Torino during 2020-21 in order to
discuss how to teach architectural design theory and, ultimately, what can be
considered architectural design theory. It is devised in four sections: the first
hosts essays written by academics from ltalian and foreign universities; the
second focuses on the aforementioned laboratories; the third consists in a
visual atlas that collects a sample of exercises produced by students during
the seven laboratories; and the fourth combines some further considera-
tions suggested by the book's editors.
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WORKSHOPS AND CONFE-
RENCES

Martina Crapolicchio, Rossella Gugliotta

Participation in workshops and conferences is a constitutive experience for
PhD candidates. The workshops allow participants to engage in practical
sessions to acquire specific skills and discuss their work. Conferences in-
volve a wide range of participants worldwide. They serve as platforms where
PhD students can present parts or complete research results and show their
contribution to the academic architectural community in specific scientific
sectors. With those initiatives, the DASP community actively shares the di-
versity of research at national and international levels. Among others, some

workshops are to be mentioned, such as TACK Communities of Tacit Know-
ledge, which organised a summer school that explores the significance of
tacit knowledge in architectural education, and Cres Moise Architectural
Seminar, a collaborative space for engaging discussions and exchanging
insights within the academic community. Some noteworthy conferences
involving doctoral students’ active participation concern both architectural
and urban studies aimed at history and design, such as AISU (ltalian Urban
History Association), SAH (Society of Architectural Historians) and EAHN
(European architecture history network); but also ISUF (International Semi-
nar of Urban Form), EAAE (European Association of Architectural Educa-
tion) and La ricerca che Cambia, a national conference of Italian PhDs in
architecture, planning and design. These are just a few initiatives that offer
the opportunity to share the research, interact with colleagues worldwide
and stay up-to-date on methodologies, experiments and explorations in the
architectural disciplines.
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“The PhD Program in Architecture.
History and Project (DASP) was born
out of two long lasting traditions of
doctoral level studies and research

in the area of Architecture at
Politecnico di Torino. The PhD Program
programmatically investigates the
complexity of architectural cultures
starting from the multi-disciplinary and
trans-disciplinary interweaving between
the history and the design of buildings,
cities, territories.

On the one hand, in fact, urban

and architectural composition and
technology of architecture favor an
interpretation of the project as a tool
for measuring the stratifications of
theoretical elaborations, technical

DASP. PhD in Architecture.
History and Project

innovations and modifications

of built environment.

On the other hand, the historical
disciplines for architecture and the
city, far from a local vision and thanks
to the cooperation with other histories
(the economic, social, anthropological
and aesthetic ones), trace paths that
can be traveled by architects and urban
planners, but also by other humanities
scholars, such as philosophers

and linguists”

Marco Trisciuoglio

(from the document Proposal for the accreditation
of doctorates - a.y. 2023/2024,

presented to the ltalian Ministry of University

and Research on June 5th, 2023)

& 'gﬁ ~, Politecnico

Politecnico di Torino YA A% diTorino

1850 4% Department
\\ned*  of Architecture and Design






