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Roots of Architecture: Ways of Research

Elena Vigliocco(B)

DAD Department of Architecture and Design, Politecnico di Torino, Turin, Italy
elena.vigliocco@polito.it

CanArchitecture be produced without an architect? Yes. It has always been like this. The
historic centers of our cities are the result of designs whose authors are often unknown,
not because they are not essential but because they are unnecessary [1]. The interest
of architects, but not only in authorship, dates back to the nineteenth century, a period
of excellent building ferment in which incredible urban transformations sanctioned the
idea of the house as a consumer good [2].

If today,we ask ourselveswhetherArchitecture belongs to the architectwho designed
it or to the community of its users, it makes us understand how much the importance
of authorship was a parenthesis that lasted just over a century. The weakening of the
theory of knowledge (weak thinking) [3] is closely linked to the weakening of the subject
(the architect, who is de-responsibilized) and to the weakening of being (the discipline,
considered porous, contradictory, polycentric, devoid of univocity) [4]. Therefore, it is
logical to ask whether architecture schools should be configured as places of experi-
mentation aimed at building new hypotheses for the future rather than service-oriented
places according to the demands of communities and the market.

To try to contribute to the debate actively, it may be helpful to highlight the trends
and changes taking place in the architectural research sector, broken down according to
three key issues: themes, methods, and tools.

Concerning the themes, research increasingly tends to investigate the topics that
concern civil society [5–7]. Climate change, concerning energy issues rather than the
impact of human settlements on ecological systems, and the fragility of territories, con-
ceived as a response to natural rather than social and economic disasters, are some of the
investigated topics that lead Architecture to question itself on the civil role it is capable
of assuming.

Regarding methods, the research approach is increasingly multidisciplinary and
trans-scalar. The complexity of the systems investigated requires both the involvement
of other and new disciplines, capable of analyzing the areas that Architecture does not
reach and reasoning at multiple levels of in-depth analysis to increase the effect of the
research results [8, 9].

Lastly, the tools are increasingly sophisticated and require researchers/teachers and
students to update their skills continually. In a world that has become increasingly
smaller, traditional research tools are being superseded by digital applications (an exam-
ple for all is represented by AI), which open new research opportunities by simplifying
routine operations.
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Concerning these considerations, a complex and highly challenging picture emerges
in which Architecture Schools must question themselves and, above all, renew their
practices.
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