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M̉͊̂˞٪K˞΂͊˞͕,٪S̲˺̉͊٪Yı͊̂ı΅ı͓٪E΍͕̉,٪M̉΍ΡΙ٪D̲͕͊̉΅

INSEDIAMENTI RURALI, MINIERA E IL 
CAMBIAMENTO DEL PAESAGGIO: ESPLORAZIONE 
DELLE DINAMICHE DELLA STORIA DEL PAESAGGIO 
A٪YATAĞAN,٪TURCHIA

RURAL SETTLEMENTS, MINING AND THE CHANGING 
LANDSCAPE: EXPLORING THE DYNAMICS OF 
LANDSCAPE٪HISTORY٪IN٪YATAĞAN,٪TURKEY

Il contributo si concentra sull’interazione tra storia ambientale e la storia del paesaggio, attraverso 
il caso studio di Yatağan, una provincia a Muğla in sud-ovest Turchia. L’obiettivo del contributo è 
esplorare il signiycato degli insediamenti rurali a Yatagan nel contesto della storia ambientale e del 
paesaggio. Attraverso lo stato dell’arte , fonti visive, e osservazioni sul campo, verrà discussa e valu-
tata l’impatto dalle attività di estrazione del carbone sulle comunità rurali a Yatağan.

Parole chiave
Yatağan, comunità rurali, risorse naturali, estrazione del carbone, quadri socio-economici

Keywords
Yatağan, rural communities, natural resources, coal mining, socio-economic frameworks

�is study focuses on the interplay between environmental history, which is how hu-
mans have shaped and been shaped their environment, and landscape history, that is 
a history of how humans preserved and managed the landscape, with a speci�c case 
study of Yatağan in the Muğla province in southwest of Turkey’s. �e region is charac-
terized by its rich over and underground natural resources. Historically, the rural com-
munities of Yatağan have thrived through agricultural production, heavily in�uenced 
by the region’s mild climate, fertile lands, and local resources. �e relationships between 
resources, values, anthropisation dynamics, and the construction of meaning within 
landscapes have shaped the daily life practices, cultural formations, and the overall so-
cio-economic framework of these communities.
However, signi�cant changes have occurred with the emergence of coal mining activi-
ties since the 1980s. �is sector has gained prominence, impacting both the landscape 
and the rural communities of Yatagan. �e establishment of the �ermal Power Plant 
and subsequent coal mining operations have had direct and indirect e�ects on the envi-
ronment, altering land use patterns and causing the relocation of local communities. As 
a consequence, traditional rural settlements, witnessing the local and landscape history, 
have been either demolished or abandoned, resulting in the loss of valuable documen-
tary sources, traditional knowledge, and customs.



107doi: xxxxxxxxxxxxx

�is paper aims to explore the signi�cance of rural settlements in Yatağan within the 
context of environmental and landscape history. Drawing from literature, visual sourc-
es, and observations, it will assess the transformation brought about by coal mining 
activities on the rural communities and their surroundings. By analyzing the chang-
ing environmental circumstances and socio-economic frameworks, the study will shed 
light on the dynamics of the process both uncovering its historical developments and 
assessing its implications for the future. �rough this examination, the paper contrib-
utes to the exploration of the relationship between environmental history and landscape 
history, speci�cally emphasizing the impact of mining activities on resources, values, 
and the construction of meaning within the Yatağan landscape.


