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LA DIMENSIONE GLOBALE NELLA
CITTA E NEL TERRITORIO DEL
SEICENTO E DEL SETTECENTO:
STRATEGIE E POLITICHE A
CONFRONTO

THE GLOBAL DIMENSION IN THE
CITY AND ITS TERRITORY DURING
THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES:
STRATEGIES AND POLICIES
COMPARED

CRISTINA CUNEO, LUCIA TRIGILIA

Between the 17th and 18th centuries European cities implemented strong renewal
strategies and programmes that affected not only architecture and the arts in general
but also urban planning, for which there was a new way of understanding the relation-
ship between cities and extra-urban areas, between intra- and extra-moenia territories
and between royal residences and areas outside the palace or villa.

The modernisation begun in the 15th and 16th centuries led to the ideals of urban
planning of the Baroque age and its scenic spaces, involving all the arts called to man-
ifest the grandeur of the power of royal and non-royal clients. In the interweaving
between the political dimension and society, between economies that are renewed and
the use of agricultural land, one can see the demand for a change that implies opening
towards large rural and agricultural areas that have not yet been urbanised, subsumed
into a renewed relationship inside and outside the city, outside the palace. Alongside
this phenomenon is the birth of new cities, such as the ville neuve of Cardinal Richelieu
in France, an example of 17th-century urban planning, the design of architectural and
environmental complexes conveying the splendour of monarchies, including the royal
sites and palaces of Versailles, Venaria Reale in Turin or the Real Sitio de Aranjuez in
Madrid, or even the reconstruction of urban centres affected by catastrophic events
such as in the Val di Noto after the earthquake of 1693.

The capitals of Europe thus defined the continent’s modern visage, influenced by a new
philosophical, artistic and certainly scientific culture, the cartography and representa-
tion of the city also playing an important part, offering the world views and maps of
increasingly topographical detail, actual “portraits” of the city or parts of it within the
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framework of a centralising political concept in the 17th-18th centuries, but more aimed at a
social use of the territory in the 19th century.

In the great monarchies of Spain, France, England and the Habsburg domains, and even in the
Savoy kingdom, the political choices made had some common aspects, both in terms of projects
expressing monarchical magnificence and in terms of the practical decisions concerning the
reorganisation of cities and rural territories.

The texts of this session focus on the phenomenon of the growth of the city in extra moenia
areas, initially maintaining the material limit of the walls in the 17th and 18th centuries, and
then in the 19th century moving outside the ancient fortifications while more or less completely
demolishing them. The global dimension of the territory is analysed in the various contributions
through a dialectic external to the city, understood no longer only as a set of imposing buildings
but also different inhabited areas scattered across rural regions and country dwellings.

The publication in 1791 of the Chorographic map demonstrating the territory of the city of Turin
and its contours together with the two volumes of the Guides, accompanied by an engraving, are
documents in which the “royal surveyor” proposes a representation of the rural areas around
the Savoy capital city between the 16th and 18th centuries. The cartographic production that
followed was based on this new form of topographical representation of great precision. From
this moment on - the Savoy capital being an important example - the image of Turin would
be recognisable in its global dimension of continuity between the city within the walls, with its
most important places, and the rural areas outside, dotted by farms on the plains and vineyards
on the hills.

In 1750 Vienna was the fourth western city for number of inhabitants, following London, Paris
and Naples. Starting in 1683, the year of the second Turkish siege, the population explosion took
place mainly in the outer suburbs, so much so that in the mid-18th century more than half of the
total population lived outside the city walls. Within the walls the intense construction promoted
by the nobles, now permanently resident in the city and no longer on their own lands, produced,
for example, the exodus of artisans to the suburbs, which in turn thus also grew from a produc-
tive point of view thanks to this modification in the social fabric. In 1730, there were 248 noble
palaces in the “great Vienna” compared to 930 bourgeois houses. This concentration of owned
residences, as evidenced in archival data and iconographies of significant documentary interest,
is a fact recognised as particular and distinctive.

With regard to the European city of the 19th century, which was generally affected by the phe-
nomena described through a new dialectic of urbanisation inside and outside the walls, there
were three common elements: the end of the city-fortress with the consequent more or less
complete demolition of the fortifications; the new urban planning policy for a city without walls;
the construction of streets, bourgeois dwellings, villas and holiday homes as a reconquest of the
urban space extra moenia. This is how the first expansions of Palermo and other cities began.
A sign of the recovery of the uninhabited neighbourhoods of the ancient pentapolis, rich in
vegetable and flower gardens, is the increased construction of 19th-century bourgeois buildings
in Siracusa, another exemplary case, whose original image was maintained until the end of the
18th century despite the earthquakes, within a territory — Val di Noto - that is now the subject of
a sample study that uses new ICT technologies and augmented exploration for the best use and
enhancement of significant topics and paths that unfold between original ancient settlements
and new or reconstructed cities, indication of a global vision of cultural heritage.
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