POLITECNICO DI TORINO
Repository ISTITUZIONALE

Calling ‘Values’ by ‘Name’. Historical Analysis and Critical Discernment for the Interpretation and
Regeneration of Underused Religious Heritage

Original

Calling ‘Values’ by ‘Name'. Historical Analysis and Critical Discernment for the Interpretation and Regeneration of
Underused Religious Heritage / Longhi, Andrea - In: Regenerating Cultural Religious Heritage : Intercultural Dialogue on
Places of Religion and Rituals / Olimpia Niglio ed.. - ELETTRONICO. - Singapore : springer, 2022. - ISBN
9789811934698. - pp. 9-25 [10.1007/978-981-19-3470-4]

Availability:
This version is available at: 11583/2972350 since: 2022-10-16T21:04:30Z

Publisher:
springer

Published
DOI:10.1007/978-981-19-3470-4

Terms of use:

This article is made available under terms and conditions as specified in the corresponding bibliographic description in
the repository

Publisher copyright

(Article begins on next page)

07 May 2026



Olimpia Niglio Editor

Regenerating
Cultural
Religious
Heritage

Intercultural Dialogue on Places
of Religion and Rituals

@ Springer




Olimpia Niglio
Editor

Regenerating Cultural
Religious Heritage

Intercultural Dialogue on Places of Religion
and Rituals

@ Springer



Contents

Structure of the Research: Intercultural Dialogue, Places

of Religionand Rituals ........................................

Olimpia Niglio

Theoretical Approaches: Conservation, Regeneration, and Reuse

Calling ‘Values’ by ‘Name’: Historical Analysis and Critical
Discernment for the Interpretation and Regeneration of Underused

Religious Heritage ........... ... ... ... ... ... ...

Andrea Longhi

Europe’s Living Religious Heritage: The Process Leading to FRH’s
Biennial Conference 2021 and Its Statement on Living Religious

Heritage and Continuous Use ..................................

Henrik Lindblad

Interreligious Dialogues: First Contacts of the Jewish Community

in the Kumamoto’s Prefecture (Japan) During the Kofun Period ..

Olimpia Niglio

Heritage Value of Religious Sites of Hinduism: Asian Linkages

and Reuse for Cultural Regeneration ...........................

Rana P. B. Singh

Need of Ethical Guidelines in Community-Based Conservation
Consultations of Living Religious Heritage: An Indian Perspective
Samidha Mahesh Pusalkar

“Between the Sword and the Cross’’, Religiosity in the Spanish
Colonial Fortifications: Case Study Fortifications of San Juan,

Puerto Rico . ...

Milagros Flores Roman

XV



Calling ‘Values’ by ‘Name’: Historical ®
Analysis and Critical Discernment Onect o
for the Interpretation and Regeneration

of Underused Religious Heritage

Andrea Longhi

Abstract The debate on the reuse of religious cultural heritage necessarily revolves
around shared meanings and values: heritage communities will be able to discuss and
design a future for their religious properties only if they share common languages and
criteria of discernment. Nonetheless, there is a risk that a generic call to common
‘values’ will continue to be superficial, rhetorical or ‘appeasing’. Conversely, the
dramatic nature of the subject calls for rigorous assessment and selection criteria,
the ability to make decisions—including painful ones—without euphemisms, and
the courage to embark on ambitious paths of social and architectural regeneration.
As a theoretical contribution to the debate, a taxonomy of values is proposed here,
based on a process-centred historical approach, founded on the investigation of the
‘formative processes’ behind heritage and its multiple meanings. The aim is to begin
to build a shared lexicon—mainly in the field of the relationship between history,
memory, and society—capable of accompanying innovative narratives and critical
assessment tools. The possibility of assigning specific ‘names’ to ‘values’ will allow
a positive interaction between the processes of community discernment and external
expertise: in this perspective, each reuse will be considered an additional and creative
step, incorporated in a long process of adaptation and resilience, based on a historical
sequence of different and coexisting values.
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