
02 May 2026

POLITECNICO DI TORINO
Repository ISTITUZIONALE

Preface / Chiesa, Giacomo - In: Bioclimatic Approaches in Urban and Building Design / Chiesa G.. - STAMPA. - [s.l] :
Springer International Publishing, 2021. - ISBN 978-3-030-59327-8. [10.1007/978-3-030-59328-5]

Original

Preface

Springer postprint/Author's Accepted Manuscript

Publisher:

Published
DOI:10.1007/978-3-030-59328-5

Terms of use:

Publisher copyright

This version of the article has been accepted for publication, after peer review (when applicable) and is subject to
Springer Nature’s AM terms of use, but is not the Version of Record and does not reflect post-acceptance improvements,
or any corrections. The Version of Record is available online at: http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-59328-5

(Article begins on next page)

This article is made available under terms and conditions as specified in the  corresponding bibliographic description in
the repository

Availability:
This version is available at: 11583/2860739 since: 2021-01-13T08:59:40Z

Springer International Publishing



PoliTO Springer Series

Giacomo Chiesa   Editor

Bioclimatic 
Approaches 
in Urban and 
Building Design



PoliTO Springer Series

Series Editors

Giovanni Ghione, DET, Politecnico di Torino, Torino, Italy

Laura Savoldi, DENERG, Politecnico di Torino, Torino, Italy

Luca Ridolfi, DIATI, Politecnico di Torino, Torino, Italy

Erasmo Carrera, DIMEAS, Politecnico di Torino, Torino, Italy

Claudio Canuto, DISMA, Politecnico di Torino, Torino, Italy

Felice Iazzi, DISAT, Politecnico di Torino, Torino, Italy

Renato Ferrero, DAUIN, Politecnico di Torino, Torino, Italy



Springer, in cooperation with Politecnico di Torino, publishes the PoliTO Springer
Series. This co-branded series of publications includes works by authors and
volume editors mainly affiliated with Politecnico di Torino and covers academic
and professional topics in the following areas: Mathematics and Statistics,
Chemistry and Physical Sciences, Computer Science, All fields of Engineering.
Interdisciplinary contributions combining the above areas are also welcome. The
series will consist of lecture notes, research monographs, and briefs. Lectures notes
are meant to provide quick information on research advances and may be based e.g.
on summer schools or intensive courses on topics of current research, while
SpringerBriefs are intended as concise summaries of cutting-edge research and its
practical applications. The PoliTO Springer Series will promote international
authorship, and addresses a global readership of scholars, students, researchers,
professionals and policymakers.

THE SERIES IS INDEXED IN SCOPUS

More information about this series at http://www.springer.com/series/13890

http://www.springer.com/series/13890


Giacomo Chiesa
Editor

Bioclimatic Approaches
in Urban and Building
Design
With a Keynote Chapter by Prof. Mario Grosso

123



Editor
Giacomo Chiesa
Department of Architecture
and Design (DAD)
Politecnico di Torino
Turin, Italy

ISSN 2509-6796 ISSN 2509-7024 (electronic)
PoliTO Springer Series
ISBN 978-3-030-59327-8 ISBN 978-3-030-59328-5 (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-59328-5

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer Nature
Switzerland AG 2021
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher, whether
the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of
illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and
transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar
or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from
the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this
book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the
authors or the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the material contained
herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard
to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

This Springer imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Switzerland AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-59328-5


Preface

The idea to write this book first emerged between 2008 and 2010, when as an early
stage researcher I was trying to understand the multifaceted approach to bioclimatic
design developed over recent decades. However, it was only on the recent retire-
ment of Prof. Mario Grosso, who has been my tutor, colleague and friend over the
last 10 years as well as the leading expert at the Politecnico di Torino on bioclimatic
architectural design thanks to his 48 years of experience in the field, that the
original idea was transformed into reality. This publication aims at defining a
critical vision of bioclimatic and green design by combining a large set of contri-
butions which focus on international and Italian approaches, including a key
chapter by Mario about his research experience.

This book is targeted at architects, engineers, scientists and building designers
who want to learn more about bioclimatic design. It focusses on the correlations
between climate and architecture in the past, present and future based on the
experiences of researchers in the field. The specific proposed analysis is grounded
in the architectural technology approach and adopts a performance-driven
methodology which is perfectly compatible with advanced digital design visions.
This approach to bioregionalism, which has included from the very beginning the
adoption of passive, low and renewable energy systems for the built environment,
was and is the object of continuous innovation since it is an area where different
disciplines and research fields pool their knowledge in the direction of a sustainable
and green design vision. In particular, architectural technology is the research field
that since the 70s has introduced bioclimatic design approaches to Italian archi-
tectural culture, thus uniting various fields of research. Consequently, several
authors in this book come from this field. Although the earliest environmentalist
discussions concentrated on the relationship between energy and the environment,
debates now include the need to curb negative impacts of climate change and local
overheating phenomena, such as urban heat islands, together with the need to
develop and think of building and urban renovations in a comprehensive and
critical design vision. Furthermore, even if bioclimatic architecture is an approach
that has been with us at least since the 60s of the last century, climate-related
approaches to building/urban design and full integration between passive systems

ix



and envelope elements are still more one-offs rather than the norm. The inclusion of
a full urban dimension and the expansion of digital tools and computational power
are other essential technological and innovational aspects of current green design
visions. It is clear that these new challenges require attentive readings and critical
discussion. Hence, the book is more informative than highly focussed in detailed
calculation methodologies. It aims at correlating current multi-visions of the bio-
climatic topic by describing open issues and by referring to authors’ specific
publications that delve more deeply into certain topics. The large number of con-
tributions is an essential aspect of the book because bioclimatic design, after more
than 60 years of existence, is characterised by a complex multi-voiced vision. For
this reason, this work sets out to overcome certain shortcomings in arriving at
shared cultural-definitions of some aspects of bioclimatic design and also to define
potential connections between specific outcomes of recent researches.

The book is divided into six parts:

I. Environmental and Technological Design Framework;
II. Roots and Evolution;
III. Environmental Building Design Concepts and Methods;
IV. Urban Environmental Design;
V. Passive Climate Control Strategies and Technologies;
VI. Technological Representation and Digital Innovation.

In particular, Part I focusses on analysing the bioclimatic design framework and
approaches. The first chapter introduces some current open issues on sustainable
design, e.g. the anthropogenic background which includes climate change, urban
dimensions and growth in cooling needs. The correlation between certain aspects of
technological and environmental research is also introduced at this early stage. The
keynote chapter written by Mario Grosso is an essential contribution that defines the
main topics in bioclimatic architectural design and practice over 50 years. Thanks to
the autobiographic experience here reported, it is possible to debate on the evolu-
tion of bioclimatic and technological-connected design issues. The contribution of
Rossana Raiteri and Fausto Novi helps to detail the technological vision in bio-
climatic and sustainable design by giving a critical conceptualisation of the issue.
The role of technological research, which includes bioclimatic design, is connected
with the theme of the environment. Fabrizio Tucci details the current strategies and
requirements which underpin current and future bioclimatic and environmental
design issues, including judgment criteria. The chapter discusses bioclimatic design
opportunities and possibilities in the context of currently open environmental
issues. Mat Santamouris discusses the main current and future issues in the built
environment as he focusses on climate change, the increase in world population,
energy poverty and future energy needs by analysing building consumption trends.
The chapter also deals with the urban dimension and connected challenges in
energy and environmental technological terms.
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Part II mainly analyses the origins and evolution of bioclimatic architecture. The
chapter by Mario Grosso includes a study of international references and key
figures in bioclimatic architecture, from the origins. Maria Luisa Germanà analyses
past, present and future aspects of bioclimatic design. She deals with rural and
urban built environments as a continuum and proposes a technological reading,
which overcomes the often opposing approaches to urban and rural environments in
the past. Furthermore, she critically reflects on current bioclimatic approaches and
vernacular characters from an epistemological point of view. The contribution of
Michela Toni details bioclimatic approaches at different design scales thanks to her
personal research experience from the 70s, when bioclimatic design was an
emerging issue, until current technological research pulsations. The chapter by
Adriano Magliocco analyses the essential relationship between bioclimatic design
and environmental impacts by critically revisiting famous architectural urban
design processes developed over the last four decades. The past present and future
impacts of bioclimatic design in solar cities are examined. Special attention is given
to the contradictions and the oversimplifications of bioclimatic approaches that aim
towards a solely energy-driven vision, thus running the risk of losing the human
dimension in sustainable building design.

Part III deals with environmental and bioclimatic design concepts and method-
ologies. Maria Cristina Forlani analyses recent energy challenges in building design,
including correlated ambiguous implications. If the field of architecture is to face up
to its contemporary responsibilities and accept the fundamental importance of
climate issues in design choices, design practice must systematically and compre-
hensively take into consideration embodied energy, waste and emissions. Andrea
Giachetta and Maria Canepa propose a critical vision of the ecological cultural
approach to building design. They discuss the spread of sustainable issues in
architecture that have generated positive results, but have also produced a simpli-
fication in cultural approaches with the consequent risk to pursue false results.
Rossella Franchino analyses the cultural landscape domain in Mediterranean areas,
re-balancing antropogenic issues with natural ones and analysing the connected
bioclimatic implications. Consuelo Nava addresses the new quality of building
design and considers advances in sustainable design issues including new paradigms
which are able to use to great effect advanced information, resource management and
KET in the attempt to develop an agile design approach. The critical discussion
includes a reflection on resilient scenarios including sample design applications and
experimental prototyping with additive manufacturing. Ernesto Antonini talks about
bioclimatic connections with various environmental impacts, dealing with the
embodied energy dimension. In particular, his chapter analyses EPBD implications
together with other sustainable rating systems including energy and life-cycle
assessment impacts.

Part IV includes contributions which focus on the environmental design aspects at
urban scale. The urban dimension is one of the main contemporary challenges if we
consider the need to develop sustainable and resilient cities and the continuous
innovations in modelling tools that support bioclimatic and sustainable design
actions at urban scale. In particular, Alessandra Battisti deals with requalification
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processes in urban open spaces to align with EU guidelines on climate change. The
chapter focusses on materials, urban vegetation, water, shading and other environ-
mental and technological design aspects that connect energy needs and bioclimatic
comfort issues with urban morphologies. Renata Valente studies environmental
design implications for open urban spaces in consideration of the complexity
of environmental issues which correlate both scientific and human studies. The
contribution includes an analysis on flooding events and other climate change
challenges and suggests resilient regeneration approaches for urban districts in an
adaptive design vision. The contribution of Elena Garcia-Nevado and Benoit
Beckers reports an ongoing study on the connection between architecture and urban
physics, a new research area that is expected to grow in the coming years. In relation
to advanced monitoring approaches and thanks to the increase in the computational
power of simulation digital tools, the authors study radiative exchanges in dense
urban areas and support the development of a simulated advanced thermography
design approach. Focussing on different aspects of urban microclimatic design,
Valentina Dessì describes on urban materials and water usage and management at
urban and district scale in an adaptive design approach. The evaporative cooling
potential of water in outdoor open spaces is investigated with international examples
given and the community role that urban structures may play in citizen involvement
is described.

Part V deals in particular with climate and passive control strategies and tech-
nologies. A chapter by Claude-Alain Roulet introduces passive means that can
control and improve indoor thermal comfort in low-energy buildings. Taking into
consideration passive architectural systems and active technologies, the chapter
examines the issues related to passive space cooling and heating to reach indoor
environmental quality without consuming energy, thanks to proper architectural
design measures. The chapter by Giacomo Chiesa reports a focused study on the
development of geo-climatic applicability indicators that support local choices
among different low-energy cooling technologies. Climate-correlated maps that
define the early design potential of different passive dissipative technologies are
reported for the Italian peninsula including climate change implications. Katia
Perini analyses the impact of greening building envelope technologies and con-
siders the potential of greenery to improve microclimatic conditions by reducing
space cooling energy demands and improving outdoor comfort. Vertical greening
systems are studied in detail from an economic and environmental point of view,
including biomaterial development. Giovanni Scudo deals with the potential con-
tribution of bioclimatic design approaches to developing liveable spaces consid-
ering multi-comfort issues and guaranteeing natural rhythms. Green technologies
are also analysed considering their ability in improving urban microclimates, by
proposing a toolbox for preliminary green design.

Part VI introduces aspects of digital innovation and technological representation
in bioclimatic design. Chiara Tonelli investigates the implications that digital and
energy transitions have on our evolving society and building architecture. This
chapter focusses on the potential implications that smart technologies may have on
our houses and cities. Furthermore, the chapter written by Maria Antonietta Esposito
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and Filippo Bosi studies the impact of BIM and digital innovation aspects on the
green design approach and describes new industrial processes. The analyses include
an historical study of bioclimatic implications from the 60s onwards and connects
them with the related development of calculation methodologies and tools that define
energy and physical environmental simulation. The chapter considers the evolution
from CAD to BIM platforms in relation to green design issues. Alessandro Rogora
discusses simplified tools and methodologies to represent energy issues connected to
architectural design projects. Given that, architects are responsible for construction
and design processes, the possibility to have proper design tools and simulation
software is essential to support the development of counterintuitive approaches
allowing to achieve comfort conditions, since architectural design is the combination
of both technical and artistic challenges. The contribution of Rosa Romano focusses
on reviewing kinetic adaptive facades. The development of smart and automatic
control systems allows for the development of a new approach to building envelope
in which the façade itself becomes a movable and adaptable system which is able to
react to environmental conditions and optimise indoor comfort.

Turin, Italy Giacomo Chiesa
giacomo.chiesa@polito.it
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