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Urban regeneration constitutes a complex theme, since it is recognized as a process to tackle physical, social and economic problems in an integrated way. This book revolves around this theme and it provides a frame to understand the main features and experiences in UK. 
It can be considered an useful text both for students and scholars who want to explore UK context and urban regeneration issues, like: policy framework, governance, competitiveness, sustainability, design and cultural regeneration, suburbs regeneration, processes of scaling up and global-mega events. These issues constitute the seven main chapters of the book. Each chapter is organized highlighting an overview of concepts and issues, a series of key points and a reading list for further research. These elements are clearly designed for undergraduates approaching to urban regeneration in order to understand the general scenario. Furthermore, these elements are provided together with an extensive use of case studies: UK experiences are important to demonstrate how concepts and policies work in practice in this country.
In the first chapters the authors provide a general framework about urban regeneration in UK and then they explore various forms of experiences, covering distinct aspects of the theme, such as sustainable developments, cultural quarters and creative neighbourhoods, regeneration of social housing suburbs, new build suburbs, global mega-events and projects of massive redevelopment. These are, for instance, some examples of specific types of strategies to change the build environment in order to stimulate economic growth in UK.
Urban regeneration in UK is contextualized in a systematic way: the policy framework details the legislative context and the specificities of UK system. The book synthetizes post-industrial policy approaches during the 1980s and early 1990s with a brief overview about neoliberalism and its domination of urban regeneration processes. Then, it critically reviews urban policy during the New Labour and how this shift orientated and shaped urban regeneration. The value of this first part (chapter 2) is a specific attention to the recent years changes in urban planning and regeneration priorities. 
In the third chapter the authors address the governance topic. The intent is a general exploration of this concept and practices. In this chapter governance process is described in its development and different forms, according also to new institutionalism, community involvement, and the growing importance of EU in this field.
In the fourth and fifth chapters the authors highlight two common issues in the urban planning debate of the last years and also parts of urban regeneration processes: competitiveness and sustainability. The issue of “the competitive city” is addressed focusing on the deindustrialisation of British cities and the search for new forms of funding and investments. The topic is developed till the current financial crisis and the theories about entrepreneurial city. Sustainability is, instead, illustrated highlighting the relation between this principle and regeneration, and focusing on policy framework, social dimension, brownfield sites, climate change and sustainable construction industry.
In the following chapters (6-7-8), the book covers distinct aspects of the main theme: it discusses cultural regeneration, the suburban question and regeneration in larger schemes and longer time spans. In these chapters, case studies are especially useful to understand different forms of regeneration. In particular, interesting experiences are presented: Liverpool European Capital of Culture 2008, the planning of eco-towns to be built across England, London Olympics 2012 and the regeneration process in Thames Gateway.
In the conclusions, the authors define urban regeneration according to the various issues, dimensions and aspects previously discussed. Key challenges are then proposed as emerging themes in UK in the next years: partnership working, tackling industrial decline, pursuing the knowledge economy, recovering from the financial crisis, addressing sustainability and climate change, and delivering communities. It is clear how these themes are relevant not only for urban regeneration practices, but also for the whole planning system and debate. 
The theme of urban regeneration is common in the European context: according to the exploration of UK conditions, the common trends and dynamics with other European countries are easily recognized. 
The inclusive character of this book, considering all the issues related to urban regeneration and giving few details for each of them for further research, allows to consider it as a sort of handbook. Scholars and students can explore urban regeneration in UK reading the whole book, and, also, picking topics, key points, case studies and reading lists in order to delve deeper into some issues. In particular, the case studies presented in each chapter and for each issue constitute a value to better understand the practices. These experiences are relevant also for not British readers, who are interested to discover the various characters of urban regeneration in UK.
Furthermore, another important aspect of this text is to be updated. It is a second edition of a previous book and it contains several references to recent years processes, laws and, of course, case studies. For instance, in the book there are a lot of references to the current UK government’s orientation and policies. Updated case studies, (like London Olympics of 2012), constitute an added value considering their impact as urban development projects.
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